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SEE,  HEAR  & INSTANTLY  IDENTIFY  BIRDS  ON  DVD! 


“A  skillful  mix  of  video  and  stills  that  will  delight  and  infonn.” 

— New  York  Times 

“Not  only  authoritative,  but  also  literate,  witty  and  full  of 
interesting  facts.  Enthusiastically  recommended.” 

— Library  Journal 

“An  important  addition  to  printed  field  guides.” 

— Philadelph ia  Inquirer 

Audubon’s  VideoGuide  to  the  Birds  of  North 
America  is  the  ideal  application  of  DVD  technology  to 
a reference  source.  Beautiful  moving  footage  and 
stills,  bird  calls  and  sounds,  annotated  visuals,  author- 
itative narration  and  range  maps  help  users  quickly 
and  precisely  locate  any  of  247  bird  species  in  DVD  1, 
258  species  in  DVD  11,  or  all  505  species  in  the  two- 
disk  set,  at  the  touch  of  a button.  By  using  your  DVD 
player's  remote  control  you  can  repeat  a segment,  a 
shot  or  any  part  of  a bird’s  description  as  often  as  you 
like,  or  even  study  footage  in  slow  motion. 

Add  a portable  DVD  player  or  laptop  and  you  can  easi- 
ly bring  this  unique  reference  into  the  field,  for  imme- 
diate on-site  identification.  Informative  64-page  Mini 
FieldGuide  to  505  Birds  of  North  America  included  with 
each  DVD  VideoGuide.  If  you  liked  the  VideoGuide  on 
VHS,  you’ll  love  it  on  DVD! 


In  DVD  1 you’ll  find  247  birds  including  Loons;  Grebes;  <j?QQ  Qp: 
Pelicans  and  their  allies;  Swans,  Ducks  and  Geese  including 
Dabbling  Ducks,  Bay  Ducks,  Sea  Ducks,  Mergansers,  Whistling-Ducks  and 
others;  Vultures,  Hawks  and  Falcons  covering  Eagles,  Kites,  Accipiters, 
Buteos,  Caracaras  and  others;  Chicken-like  (or  Scratching)  Birds  which 
include  Turkey,  Quail,  Grouse,  Prairie-Chickens,  Pheasant,  Ptarmigan  and 
others;  Wading  birds,  covering  Spoonbill,  Woodstork,  Egrets,  Herons, 
Bitterns,  Ibises,  Limpkin,  and  Cranes;  Rails;  Shorebirds,  including  Plovers, 
Sandpipers,  Curlews,  Phalaropes,  Turnstones,  Oystercatchers,  Avocet  and 
many  others;  Gulls  and  .laegers;  Terns;  Alcids,  which  include  Puffins,  Auks, 
Murres  and  Guillemots;  Owls;  and  Kingfishers. 

In  DVD  II  you'll  find  258  birds  including  Pigeons  and  Doves;  ^39  95 
Cuckoos  and  Artis;  Nightjars;  Hummingbirds  and  Swifts;  ^ 

Elegant  Trogon;  Woodpeckers;  Flycatchers;  Horned  Lark;  Swallows;  Crows, 
•Jays  and  Magpies;  Chickadees  and  Titmice;  Verdin;  Bushtit;  Nuthatches; 
Brown  Creeper;  Wrens;  American  Dipper;  Kinglets  and  Gnatcatchers; 
Bluebirds,  Robins  and  other  Thrushes;  Wrentit;  Mimic  Thrushes;  Water 
Pipit;  Waxwings;  Shrikes;  Phainopepla;  Vireos;  Warblers;  Blackbirds  and 
Orioles;  Tanagers;  and  Grosbeaks,  Buntings,  Towhees,  Sparrows,  Juncos, 
Longspurs,  and  Finches. 

505  birds  on  set  of  two  DVDs  $69.95 

VHS  set  of  five  videos  containing  505  birds  $89.95 

VHS  I 116  .species  of  water  birds,  raptors  and  chicken-like  birds  $19.95 

\T1S  II  112  species  of  water  and  shore  birds  $19.95 

VHS  HI  76  species,  including  owls,  hummingbirds,  and  woodpeckers  $19.95 

VHS  IV  98  species  of  songbirds,  including  thrushes  and  vireos  $19.95 

\T1S  V 108  species  of  songbirds,  incuding  warblers  and  finches  $19.95 
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ORDER:  1-800-876-0091  EXT.  103  OR:  www.mastervision.com 

Or  mail  check  or  money  order  to  Mastemsion,  Dept.  10-3,  PO  Box  807,  New  Hudson  MI  48165-0807.  Add  $5  S-fH  per  Order. 


ON  THE  COVER;  Rock  Ptarmigan  have  usually  departed 
from  northern  Manitoba  for  their  breeding  grounds  in  the 
High  Arctic  by  mid-May  at  the  latest.  This  bird  lingered  at 
Cape  Merry,  Churchill,  Manitoba  until  at  least  11  June 
2008  (here)  and  was  seen  by  many  fortunate  birding 
groups.  Photograph  by  Bruce  Di  Labio. 
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Recent  records  of 

off  North  Carolina 


J.  Bmm  PSTTESON  . SEABIRDING  • P.  0.  BOX  772,  HATTERAS,  NORTH  CAROLINA  27943  • (EMAIL:  B.R!AN(SPATTESON.C0M) 
XATE  SUTHERLAND  • SEABIRDING  • P.  0.  BOX  328,  HATTERAS,  NORTH  CAROLINA  27943 
STi¥l  N.  6,  H0WELL  • P.  0.  BOM  423,  BOLINAS,  CALIFORNIA  94924 


This  Eyropean  Storm-Petrel  photographed  off  Hatteras,  North  Carolina  30  May  2005  ms  among  at  least  six  individuals  found  off  the 
state  that  spring — the  largest  influx  on  record  in  North  America.  Photograph  by  George  L Armistesd. 


Abstract 

This  articles  provides  documentation  on 
twelve  records  of  European  Storm-Petrel  (Hy- 
drobates  pelagicus)  from  pelagic  waters  off 
North  Carolina,  2003-2008,  and  discusses 
field  identification  and  extralimital  occur- 
rence of  the  species  in  broader  context.  This 
species  was  theretofore  known  in  North 
America  only  from  a single  confirmed  record, 
a single  bird  captured  by  mist-net  in  Nova 
Scotia  in  1970. 

Field  encounters 

Since  2005,  we  have  found  European  Storm- 
Petrel  (Hydrobates  pelagicus)  to  be  a very  rare 
but  regular  visitor  to  waters  off  Cape  Hatteras, 
North  Carolina,  where  we  have  conclusively 
documented  a minimum  of  12  individuals  on 
11  pelagic  trips  (Table  1,  Figures  1-14,  Fron- 
tispiece). 

The  first  indication  that  a European  Storm- 
Petrel  might  have  been  seen  off  Cape  Hatteras 


came  while  we  were  conducting  a pelagic 
birding  trip  off  Oregon  Inlet,  North  Carolina, 
on  27  May  2003.  While  we  were  drifting 
alongside  a “chum  slick”  of  fish  oil,  one  of  the 
participants  reported  seeing  a small  storm-pe- 
trel with  white  under  the  wings.  After  hearing 
this  news,  Patteson,  Howell,  and  others  made 
a diligent  search  of  the  hundred  or  so  Wilson’s 
Storm-Petrels  (OceanUes  oceanicus)  behind  the 
boat  but  were  unable  to  find  the  bird  in  ques- 
tion. On  21  June  2003,  Patteson  made  a star- 
tling discovery  while  reviewing  images  from 
spring  pelagic  trips:  in  one  of  his  photographs 
from  27  May,  he  found  an  apparent  European 
Storm-Petrel  in  the  frame  with  a Wilson’s 
Storm-Petrel  and  Band-ramped  Storm-Petrel 
(Oceanodroma  castro)  (Figure  11).  Although 
the  identification  of  the  bird  in  the  photo- 
graph seemed  straightforward,  there  was  only 
the  one  photograph  of  the  bird,  and  Patteson 
had  no  field  experience  with  European  Storm- 
Petrel.  Seeking  confirmation  of  the  identifica- 


tion, he  circulated  the  image  on  the  Internet, 
and  the  overwhelming  majority  of  viewers 
agreed  that  it  was  a European  Storm-Petrel.  In 
hindsight,  this  bird  is  clearly  a European 
Storm-Petrel  (Davis  2003;  photograph  pub- 
lished in  North  American  Birds  57:  334). 

Patteson  and  others  paid  close  attention  to 
the  storm-petrels  seen  on  pelagic  trips  off  Cape 
Hatteras  the  following  spring,  but  there  were 
no  confirmed  sightings  of  European  Storm-Pe- 
trel in  2004.  The  next  sightings  came  on  30 
May  2005,  a day  when  Patteson  had  chartered 
two  vessels  for  pelagic  birding  and  had  groups 
out  from  both  Oregon  Inlet  and  Hatteras  Inlet. 
At  0942  EDT  that  morning,  trip  leader  Todd 
McGrath  spotted  a European  Storm-Petrel, 
and  within  a few  minutes,  everyone  aboard  the 
Miss  Hatteras  had  seen  the  bird.  It  was  also 
photographed  by  a few  of  the  participants,  and 
Patteson  obtained  some  video  footage  of  the 
bird.  Around  1015,  Steve  Howell  spotted  a dif- 
ferent individual  feeding  in  the  chum  slick, 
and  this  bird  was  also  photographed.  Both  in- 
dividuals had  visited  the  same  chum  slick, 
which  we  had  started  around  0927.  Later  that 
day,  around  1400,  another  European  Storm- 
Petrel  was  seen  and  photographed  by  ob- 
servers on  the  second  boat.  Country  Girl,  about 
83  km  northeast  of  the  sightings  off  Hatteras. 
The  following  day,  with  just  one  boat  out, 
southeast  of  Oregon  Inlet,  Patteson  spotted  an- 
other European  Storm-Petrel,  this  time  less  55 
km  from  the  Hatteras  sightings  the  day  before. 
This  bird  came  close  and  fed  behind  the  boat 
with  numerous  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrels  when 
the  boat  was  stopped. 

There  were  no  pelagic  trips  off  Cape  Hat- 
teras on  1,  2,  or  3 June  2005,  but  word  of 
these  sightings  quickly  spread,  and  this  bol- 
stered attendance  on  pelagic  trips  from  Hat- 
teras on  4 and  5 June.  A special  effort  was 
made  to  chum  for  storm-petrels  near  the  lo- 
cation of  the  30  May  Hatteras  sightings.  At 
1216  on  4 June,  a European  Storm-Petrel  was 
spotted  and  photographed,  and  15  minutes 
later,  this  or  another  individual  was  seen  over 
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Table  1.  Records  of  European  Storm-Petrel  off  Cape  Hatteras,  North  Carolina, 
2003-2008.  Sea  surface  temperature  (SST)  is  given  in  degrees  Fahrenheit;  local 
time  is  Eastern  Daylight  Savings  Time. 

Date 

Time 

Location 

SST 

Documents 

05/27/03 

1345 

35“18.868'N,74°56.167'W 

ph.  Patteson 

05/30/05 

0942 

34°  46.924' N,  75°  21. 724' W 

vq 

od 

ph.,  vt.  Patteson 

05/30/05 

1015 

34°  48.530' N,  75°  1 9.533' W 

78.7° 

ph.  Patteson 

05/30/05 

1400 

35°  21.602' N,  74°  35.706' W 

74.0° 

ph.  G.  Armistead 

05/31/05 

1143 

35°15.486'N,74°51.084'W 

76.8° 

ph.  Patteson 

06/04/05 

1216 

34°  51.560' N,  75°  18.464'W 

80.8° 

ph.  B.  Sullivan 

06/05/05 

1105 

34°49.585'N,75°20.149'W 

81.1° 

ph.  B.  Sullivan 

05/29/06J 

0930 

35°12.628'N,74°53.662'W 

76.7° 

ph.  E.  Boyd 

05/28/07t 

1110 

34°48.438'N,75°15.710'W 

79.0° 

ph.  S.  N.  G.  Howell 

05/29/07* 

1113 

34°50.736'N,75°11.907'W 

78.5° 

ph.  S.  N.  G.  Howell 

05/18/08 

1301 

34°54.491'N,75°22.701'W 

75.7° 

ph.  B.  Sullivan 

05/20/08 

0948 

34°  49.702' N,  75°  21. 596' W 

77.1° 

not  photographed 

JAnother  seen  at  1005  nearby  may  have  been  a different  bird. 
tSame  individual  photographed  subsequently  at  1217,  some  7 km  distant. 

*Not  the  same  individual  as  seen  the  previous  day.  Another  at  1 200  may  have  been 
the  same  individual  as  seen  40  minutes  earlier,  or  possibly  a different  individual. 

Figure  1 . This  European  Storm-Petrel,  photographed  28  May  2007  off  Hatteras,  North  Carolina,  shows  the 
compact  shape,  relatively  concolorous  upperparts  (excepting  the  white  tail  coverts),  and  short  legs,  with  toes 
not  reaching  the  tail  tip,  typical  of  the  species.  Photograph  by  Steve  H.  6.  Howell. 


the  chum  slick.  The  following  day,  yet  anoth- 
er European  Storm-Petrel  was  observed  and 
photographed  for  about  10  minutes,  begin- 
ning around  1105.  Although  pelagic  birding 
groups  visited  the  area  on  two  days  the  fol- 
lowing weekend,  and  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrels 
continued  there  in  good  numbers,  no  more 
European  Storm-Petrels  were  seen  off  Cape 
Hatteras  until  the  following  year. 

In  spring  2006,  there  were  more  pelagic 
birding  trips  off  Cape  Hatteras  than  ever  be- 
fore, with  18  trips  between  20  May  and  4 
June.  Despite  critical  searching,  however, 
only  one  of  these  trips  encountered  European 
Storm-Petrel.  On  29  May  2006,  with  two 
boats  out,  one  or  two  European  Storm-Petrels 
were  seen  by  observers  on  a trip  from  Oregon 
Inlet.  These  sightings  were  about  78  km  east 
of  Hatteras  Inlet  and  a few  kilometers  south- 
west of  the  31  May  2005  record  site.  There 
was  also  intense  coverage  in  spring  2007, 
with  18  pelagic  birding  trips  operating  be- 
tween 19  May  and  2 June.  On  28  May  2007, 
again  with  two  boats  out,  the  first  sighting 
was  made  around  1110  by  passengers  on  the 
more  southerly  boat,  which  had  departed 
Hatteras  Inlet.  The  same  bird  (identifiable  by 
plumage  characteristics)  revisited  the  chum 
slick  over  7 km  away  and  over  an  hour  later. 
The  next  day,  with  just  one  boat  out  (from 
Hatteras  Inlet),  a European  Storm-Petrel  was 
found  around  1113,  and  this,  or  another,  was 
seen  nearly  an  hour  later  about  3.7  km  to  the 
northeast.  No  others  were  seen  in  2007. 

The  next  European  Storm-Petrel  was 
recorded  on  18  May  2008.  This  bird  was 
slightly  inshore  of  the  shelf  break  over  water 


about  100  m deep.  This  was  the  nearest  sight- 
ing we  have  had  to  shore,  just  44.5  km  from 
Hatteras  Inlet,  and  occurred  at  1301  EDT.  Two 
days  later,  a European  Storm-Petrel  was  seen 
briefly  but  well  in  our  chum  slick  about  52  km 
southeast  of  Hatteras  Inlet.  Winds  were  from 
the  southwest  at  about  25-30  knots,  less  than 
ideal  conditions  for  photographing  small  birds 
at  sea.  Although  an  additional  13  consecutive 
days  of  pelagic  trips  off  Cape  Hatteras  fol- 


lowed this  sighting,  no  more  European  Storm- 
Petrels  were  seen  during  this  period,  or  in  the 
weeks  to  follow. 

Discussion 

Seen  well,  European  Storm-Petrel  is  not  diffi- 
cult to  identify,  even  at  moderate  distances. 
Compared  to  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrel,  which  is 
the  commonest  species  in  the  waters  off  North 
Carolina,  European  Storm-Petrel  is  notably 


Figure  2.  Patterns  of  molt  and  wear  can  be  useful  when  distinguishing  individual  storm-petrels  at  sea,  but  good  photography  is  es- 
sential to  sort  out  and  document  such  differences  convincingly.  This  European  Storm-Petrel,  photographed  29  May  2007  off  Hatteras, 
North  Carolina,  has  begun  replacing  its  worn  flight  feathers,  indicative  of  a younger  (probably  first-summer)  individual.  Photograph 
by  Steve  N.G.  Howell. 
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Figure  3.  The  most  arresting  field  mark  of  European  Storm-Petrel  (here  28  May  2007  off  Hatteras,  North  Carolina)  is  the  whitish  bar  in 
the  middle  of  the  underwing,  formed  mostly  by  the  greater  undersecondary  coverts.  Photograph  by  Steve  N.  G.  Howell. 


smaller,  with  shorter  wings  that  may  look 
more  rounded  at  the  tip.  Dorsally,  European 
generally  appears  darker  and  blacker  than 
most  Wilson’s,  as  European  lacks  a prominent 
pale  bar  on  the  upperwing  surface,  although 
there  is  often  a thin  semblance  of  one  formed 
by  the  paler  tips  of  the  greater  secondary 
coverts.  European  Storm-Petrel  has  a conspic- 
uous and  diagnostic  white  bar  on  the  middle 
of  the  underwing:  this  feature  is  formed  most- 
ly by  the  greater  imdersecondary  coverts  but 
continues  more  faintly  into  the  median  under- 
primary coverts,  whereas  the  greater  underpri- 
mary coverts  are  decidedly  grayish  brown  and 
fainter  still.  Although  the  brightness  of  this 
white  bar  varies  among  individual  European 
Storm-Petrels,  we  have  never  observed  this 


feature  in  the  many  thousands  of  Wilson’s 
Storm-Petrels  we  have  observed  over  the 
years,  which  show  only  faintly  paler  under- 
wing coverts  when  these  coverts  are  worn.  Eu- 
ropean Storm-Petrels  have  shorter  legs  than 
Wilson’s  Storm-Petrels,  and  they  do  not  show 
any  projection  of  the  toes  past  the  tail  tip.  This 
foot  projection  is  usually  easy  to  see  on  Wil- 
son’s Storm-Petrel  at  close  range.  The  flight  of 
European  Storm-Petrel  is  more  direct  and  bat- 
like than  the  erratic  fluttery  (often  swallow- 
like) flight  of  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrel,  and  the 
wingbeat  frequency  seems  more  consistent. 
European  Storm-Petrels  flap  more  regularly 
(and  have  been  compared  to  “a  black  bumble- 
bee” or  a small  bat  [Flood  and  Thomas 
2007]),  whereas  Wilson’s  glides  and  sails  read- 


ily, albeit  usually  for  short  distances.  The  flight 
of  European  Storm-Petrel  by  comparison  has 
an  almost  mechanical  quality  to  it,  “as  if  you 
had  taken  the  bird  and  wound  it  up  with  a 
key,”  as  one  observer  put  it. 

In  our  experience,  it  is  much  easier  to  lose 
sight  of  a European  Storm-Petrel  among  a 
number  of  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrels  than  it  is  to 
lose  a larger  storm-petrel  such  as  Band- 
rumped  or  Leach’s  Storm-Petrel  (Oceanodro- 
ma  leucorhoa)  in  such  a group.  European 
Storm-Petrel  is  smaller  than  Wilson’s,  but 
Wilson’s  is  closer  in  size,  particularly  in 
wingspan,  to  European  Storm-Petrel  than  it  is 
to  the  larger  and  longer-winged  Leach’s  and 
Band-rumped  Storm-Petrels.  European 
Storm-Petrel  also  tends  to  stay  close  to  the 
water,  much  like  Wilson’s,  whereas  the 
longer-winged  Oceanodwma  often  gain  more 
altitude  in  a swifter  flight. 

Given  these  factors,  it  is  generally  easier  to 
detect  European  Storm-Petrels  from  a very 
slow-moving  or  a stationary  boat.  Despite  the 
fact  that  most  of  our  time  on  pelagic  birding 
trips  is  spent  traveling  at  slow  speeds,  over  half 
of  the  European  Storm-Petrels  that  we  have 
observed  here  have  been  spotted  while  the 
boat  was  stopped  and  drifting  with  the  wind 
and  current.  The  remaining  individuals  seen  to 
date  have  approached  the  boat  while  we  were 
underway  at  speeds  of  four  to  eight  knots,  with 
a chum  slick  behind  us.  Chum  has  been  pres- 
ent during  all  of  our  encounters,  but  there  is 
rarely  a time  when  chum  is  not  present  on 
these  trips.  We  have  observed  European 
Storm-Petrels  feeding  on  our  chum  on  several 
occasions.  A more-  extensive  use  of  chum  over 
the  past  several  years  might  also  explain  why 
we  did  not  encounter  European  Storm-Petrels 
on  trips  here  in  the  spring  ten  to  fifteen  years 
ago — but  there  were  also  considerably  fewer 
trips  per  year  operated  at  that  time. 


Figures  4, 5.  In  comparison  to  Wilson's  Storm-Petrel  (left),  European  (here  28  May  2007)  appears  blacker  overall,  especially  above,  lacking  the  sharply  contrasting  upperwing  coverts  of  Wilson's.  Overall,  European 
appears  more  compact  in  most  proportions,  though,  depending  on  the  manner  of  flight,  its  wings  can  appear  long  and  thin  (here;  see  also  Figures  2, 3)  or  short  and  rounded  (frontispiece),  and  much  the  same  can 
be  said  of  the  larger  Wilson's.  In  side-by-side  comparisons  such  as  these  (and  Figure  6),  the  longer  legs  of  Wilson's,  with  toes  projecting  beyond  the  tail  tip,  are  obvious.  Photographs  by  Steve  N.  6.  Howell. 
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Most  of  the  European  Storm-Petrels  we 
have  observed  have  spent  at  least  a few  min- 
utes flying  over  and  sometimes  feeding  on  our 
chum  slicks.  Although  European  Storm-Pe- 
trel has  shorter  legs  than  Wilson’s  Storm-Pe- 
trel, they  sometimes  “patter”  on  the  surface  of 
the  water  much  like  Wilson’s.  In  our  experi- 
ence, it  seems  that  these  bouts  of  pattering  are 
much  shorter  in  duration  in  European  Storm- 
Petrel.  Generally,  the  European  Storm-Petrels 
that  we  have  observed  have  been  rather  active 
and  did  not  to  linger  long  in  one  spot,  al- 
though we  have  observed  them  briefly  patter- 
ing among  groups  of  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrels 
over  a particularly  rich  food  source.  The  Wil- 
son’s Storm-Petrels,  by  contrast,  are  more 
likely  to  patter  in  one  place  for  longer  peri- 
ods. We  expect  that  European  Storm-Petrels 
may  behave  differently  in  the  core  part  of 
their  range,  especially  where  they  form  flocks 
of  their  own  species.  On  at  least  one  occasion 
(28  May  2007),  a single  European  Storm-Pe- 
trel was  seen  to  revisit  our  boat  (confirmed  by 
examination  of  photographs)  at  a location 
that  was  about  7 km  distant  from  the  location 
of  the  original  sighting,  which  had  been  over 
an  hour  earlier.  It  is  possible  that  this  bird  had 
been  following  our  scent  plume,  just  out  of 
sight,  as  we  had  been  chumming  continuous- 
ly both  while  drifting  and  underway. 

Local  weather  has  varied  over  the  course  of 
our  sightings,  so  it  is  hard  to  draw  any  con- 
clusions about  any  particular  wind  that  is  best 
for  bringing  European  Storm-Petrels  to  the 
Continental  Shelf  and  Slope  waters  off  Cape 
Hatteras.  Generally,  northerly  and  northeast- 
erly winds  are  best  for  bringing  in  large  num- 
bers of  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrels,  with  which  the 
European  Storm-Petrels  have  associated  while 
feeding.  Our  most  recent  two  encounters, 
however,  took  place  on  days  with  brisk  south- 
westerly winds.  Westerly  winds  might  be 
helpful  some  days  because  this  condition  dis- 
perses the  scent  of  our  chum  farther  offshore, 
where  there  are  usually  widely  dispersed 
storm-petrels  in  spring.  What  might  be  more 
of  a factor  in  vagrancy  of  these  European 
Storm-Petrels  are  storm  systems  well  to  south 
and  east  of  Cape  Hatteras.  Such  phenomena 
might  account  for  notable  incursions  such  as 
the  wave  of  European  Storm-Petrels  we  en- 
countered in  late  May  and  early  June  of  2005. 

Thus  far,  the  documented  window  of  oc- 
currence for  European  Storm-Petrel  off  Cape 
Hatteras  is  rather  narrow,  extending  from  just 
18  May  to  5 June.  It  seems  likely  that  this 
would  expand  if  earlier  and  later  trips  are 
conducted.  Pelagic  trips  undertaken  outside 
of  this  window  have  been  very  infrequent.  It 
is  also  worth  noting  that  pelagic  trips  else- 
where in  the  western  North  Atlantic  during 


Figure  6.  Wilson's  Storm-Petrel  (right)  looks  lankier  overall  than  European  (left,  here  30  May  2005  off  Hatteras,  North  Carolina),  both 
in  cephalic  projection  and  caudal  projection,  and  the  longer  legs  and  wings  accentuate  this  difference.  From  the  side,  the  white  of  the 
uppertail  coverts  appears  to  "spill"  down  more  extensively  onto  the  flanks  in  Wilson's,  but  this  feature  is  rather  variable  in  both 
species.  Photograph  by  George  L.  Armistead. 


this  time  period  have  rarely  been  operated  in 
recent  years.  It  seems  likely  that  European 
Storm-Petrels  might  also  be  found  off  the 
mid-Atlantic  States  and  New  England  if  a 
similar  effort  were  made  to  search  for  them 
there.  This  is  a cold-temperate  species  and 
probably  does  not  have  a real  afhnity  for  the 
Gulf  Stream  but  rather  crosses  it  on  the  way 
northward.  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrel,  a cold  wa- 
ter species,  is  most  numerous  here  in  May 
and  early  June,  and  numbers  decline  as  the 
sea  surface  temperature  warms  over  the  sum- 
mer months. 

European  Storm-Petrels 
nest  in  the  Northern  Hemi- 
sphere from  Iceland  east  to 
Norway  and  south  to  the  Ca- 
nary Islands,  with  the  largest 
numbers  being  found  in  the 
British  Isles.  Birds  that  nest  in 
the  Mediterranean  have  re- 
cently been  classifled  by  some 
authors  as  a separate  species 
(Hydrobates  melitensis;  see 
Robb  et  al.  2008);  held  identi- 
flcation  of  this  taxon,  which  is 
very  similar  to  Atlantic-nesting 
birds,  has  not  been  sorted  out, 
and  it  is  not  clear  to  which  tax- 
on the  North  Carolina  records 
refer,  though  the  slight  bill 
(photographed  at  close  range 
in  several  instances;  see  Fig- 
ures 10,  12,  13)  suggests  the 
Atlantic-nesting  taxon.. 

Until  2003,  European 
Storm-Petrel,  a common  breed- 


ing bird  in  the  eastern  North  Atlantic  Ocean 
and  Mediterranean  Sea,  had  only  been  record- 
ed with  certainty  once  in  the  western  North 
Atlantic,  when  an  individual  was  captured  in 
a mist-net  at  Sable  Island,  Nova  Scotia  on  10 
August  1970  (McNeil  and  Burton  1971).  Oth- 
erwise, vagrancy  in  this  species  is  essentially 
unverifled.  There  is  an  extralimital  report  of 
the  species  from  7 December  1994  off  the 
Falkland  Islands  (Bourne  and  Curtis  1997). 
Boertmann  (1994)  lists  no  reports  from 
Greenland,  despite  proximity  to  the  species’ 
nesting  islands  off  Iceland.  Other  reports  of 


Figure  7.  Most  European  Storm-Petrels  (here  30  May  2005  off  Hatteras)  spotted  in 
North  Carolina  thus  far  have  first  been  detected  by  the  whitish  stripe  on  the  under- 
wing. However,  some  were  first  identified  by  differences  in  flight  behavior  and  shape; 
the  long,  narrow  "hand"  (outer  part  of  the  wing)  on  this  individual,  with  relatively  nar- 
row "arm"  and  small  head,  points  away  from  Wilson's,  in  which  wings  tend  to  appear 
broader  in  this  flight  attitude.  However,  pattering  or  hovering  Europeans  often  show  a 
less  cuneate,  more  paddle-shaped  wingtip  and  appear  broader-winged  (see  Figure 
12).  Photograph  by  George  L Armistead. 
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Figures  8, 9.  These  two  views  of  the  30  May  2005  European  Storm-Petrels  show  well 
the  precise  pattern  of  the  whitish  stripe  in  the  underwing:  the  greater  (and  distal  me- 
dian) secondary  coverts  are  white  (to  the  body),  but  the  primary  coverts  are  consider- 
ably duskier,  more  grayish  brown,  though  still  paler  than  the  lesser  coverts.  Photo- 
graphs by  George  L Armistead. 


Figure  10.  Most  of  the  European  Storm-Petrels  recorded  off  Hatteras,  North  Carolina 
(here  18  May  2008)  appeared  to  be  attracted  to  "chum  slicks"  of  fish  oil  and  parts, 
along  with  dozens  or  hundreds  of  Wilson's  Storm-Petrels  and  often  several  of  the  larg- 
er Oceanodroma,  Band-rumped  and  Leach's.  On  multiple  occasions,  Europeans  have 
been  observed  actively  foot-pattering  while  feeding  and  seizing  pieces  offish  organs 
from  the  sea  surface.  Photograph  by  Brian  L.  Sullivan. 


the  species  from  the  United  States  have  not  been  of  photographed  birds,  and  all 
have  been  tentative.  The  earliest  published  sight  record  following  the  Nova  Sco- 
tia record  was  of  a single  bird  “99  miles”  off  Brielle,  New  Jersey  17  September 
1972,  seen  by  Paul  G.  Dumont  and  possibly  others  (Scott  and  Cutler  1973).  Hal- 
liwell  et  al.  (2000)  did  not  locate  contemporaneous  notes  on  this  sighting,  and 
so  the  species  does  not  have  a place  on  the  New  Jersey  official  list.  Another  Eu- 
ropean Storm-Petrel  (then  known  as  British  Storm-Petrel)  was  reported  by 
Richard  A.  Rowlett,  who  was  working  on  a Duke  University  research  vessel, 
from  waters  east  of  Ocean  City,  Maryland  on  8 August  1974  (Scott  and  Cutler 

1975) .  The  bird  was  nearly  captured  by  hand  with  a dip  net  as  it  fed  in  the  chum, 
and  the  small  size  and  lack  of  foot  projection  beyond  the  tail  were  noted,  but  as 
it  was  not  photographed,  the  report  has  subsequently  been  withdrawn  (Richard 
A.  Rowlett,  Phil  Davis,  in  litt.).  A more  recent  report  in  New  York  waters,  near 
the  east  wall  of  Hudson  Canyon,  about  139  km  from  the  nearest  point  of  land  in 
Newjersey  28  August  1995  (Brady  1995),  occurred  two  days  after  Hurricane  Fe- 
lix passed  through  the  area.  Interestingly,  the  same  waters  held  seven  Black- 
capped  Petrels  (Pterodwma  hasitata),  a Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel,  and  other 
species  typical  of  the  Gulf  Stream,  such  as  Bridled  Tern  (Onychoprion  anaethetus) 
and  Audubon’s  Shearwater  (Puffinus  Iherminieri) . That  report  has  not  been  re- 
viewed by  the  New  York  State  Avian  Records  Committee.  The  Maine  Bird 
Records  Committee  has  not  yet  treated  reports  of  European  Storm-Petrel  in  the 
Gulf  of  Maine  (Peter  D.  Vickery,  pers.  comm.),  all  from  the  1970s.  Various  sum- 
maries that  include  data  from  the  legendary  MA'  Bluenose  ferry  either  do  not 
mention  the  species  (Birds  of  Mount  Desert  Island,  William  C.  Russell,  in  ms.)  or 
include  two  reports  from  “summer  crossings,”  without  further  data  (Vickery 
1978,  Finch  et  al.  1980). 

Although  the  wintering  range  of  Mediterranean  birds  is  yet  unknown,  birds 
from  the  Atlantic  population  are  known  to  winter  in  waters  around  southern 
Africa,  as  documented  by  numerous  recoveries  of  banded  birds  (Mainwood 

1976) .  European  Storm-Petrels  are  readily  attracted  to  playback  at  night,  and 
this  technique  has  been  used  to  capture  them  in  mist  nets  and  band  them  at  a 
number  of  coastal  locations  where  they  do  not  even  nest.  In  fact  this  method  is 
so  effective  that  thousands  have  been  captured  this  way  in  Shetland  alone 
(Wernham  et  al.  2002).  Many  such  birds  appear  to  represent  a “wanderer  class” 
of  two-  and  three-year-old  birds  (Okill  and  Bolton  2005).  It  is  certainly  possible 
that  the  birds  we  have  seen  off  North  Carolina  are  also  part  of  this  “wanderer 
class”:  the  bird  on  29  May  2007  (Figure  2)  was  starting  inner  primary  molt  and 
thus  presumably  a first-summer  bird,  and  few  of  the  birds  observed  have  had 
fresh  plumage,  which  is  how  adults  (and  probably  older  immatures)  are  likely  to 
appear  in  spring,  having  completed  their  molt  in  late  winter  or  spring  (cf.  Fig- 
ure 1;  Bolton  and  Thomas  2001). 

Conclusions 

European  Storm-Petrel  appears  to  be  a rare  spring  migrant  off  North  Carolina,  at 
least  during  mid-May  to  early  June  2003-2008;  intensive  pelagic  coverage  earli- 
er and  later  in  the  season  may  well  extend  the  window  of  occurrence.  Although 
the  species  may  have  been  overlooked  in  previous  years,  that  only  a few  birds 
per  year  have  been  seen  in  the  past  three  years  with  relatively  intensive  coverage 
suggests  that  the  species  is  genuinely  rare  here  and  that  the  spate  of  records  in 
2005  was  anomalous. 
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Fifure  11.  This  image,  showing  European  (left),  Wilson's  (center),  and  Band-rumped  (upper  right)  in  the  same  frame,  was 
the  photograph  that  launched  the  intensive  effort  to  locate  more  European  Storm-Petrels  off  North  Carolina;  the  European 
was  discovered  only  during  examination  of  photographs,  weeks  after  the  pelagic  trip  was  conducted  on  27  May  2003. 
Photograph  byl  Brian  Patteson. 


Figure  14.  From  a distance,  the  underwing  pattern  of  European  Storm-Petrel 
(here  30  May  2005,  off  Hatteras,  North  Carolina)  appears  very  dark  with  a 
starkly  white  or  whitish  stripe  through  the  middle.  The  authors  know  of  no 
photographic  records  of  Wilson's  Storm-Petrels  showing  a similar  underwing 
pattern.  Photograph  byJ.  Brian  Patteson. 


Figures  12, 13.  These  European  Storm-Petrels  (31  May  2005  above,  2§  May  2007  be- 
low) show  shallow  or  slender  bills,  which  suggests  the  Atlantic-nesting  population 
rather  than  the  Mediterranean  birds,  which  have  stouter  bills.  Note  also  the  dark  web- 
bing on  the  feet  (upper  image);  Wilson's  Storm-Petrel  has  yellow  webbing.  Photo- 
graphs byl  Brian  Patteson. 
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Figure  1 . Swinhoe's  Storm-Petrel  with  Wilson's  Storm-Petrels,  off  Hatteras,  North  Carolina,  2 June  2008.  Relative  to  Wilson's,  this  bird  is  about  the  same  size  as  a Leach's  or  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel. 
Other  features  to  note,  besides  the  all-brown  upperparts  and  forked  tail,  are  the  relatively  thick  bill,  white  primary  shafts,  and  even-width  ulnar  band  that  does  not  reach  the  leading  edge  of  the  wing. 
Photograph  by  Steve  N.  G.  Howell. 


Abstract 

This  paper  provides  documentation  on  a 
record  of  Swinhoe’s  Storm-Petrel  (Oceaiio- 
choma  monorlus)  from  pelagic  waters  off  Hat- 
teras, North  Carolina  on  2 June  2008  and  in- 
cludes discussion  on  the  recent  proliferation 
of  North  Atlantic  records  of  the  species  and 
on  its  field  identification. 


Background 

In  June  1983,  a dark-rumped,  fork-tailed 
storm-petrel  was  caught  in  a burrow  in  the 
Selvagen  Islands,  off  northwestern  Africa,  and 
identified  as  a Swinhoe’s  Storm-Petrel 
(Oceanodroma  fnonorhis;  James  and  Robertson 
1985).  So  began  the  ongoing  saga  of  North 
Atlantic  records  of  this  a poorly  known 


species,  which  breeds  in  the  western  Pacific 
Ocean  (during  summer,  mainly  on  islands  off 
Japan)  and  ranges  as  a non-breeding  visitor  to 
the  Indian  Ocean.  Swinhoe’s  Storm-Petrel  is 
now  recorded  almost  annually  in  the  eastern 
North  Atlantic,  and  several  individuals  have 
been  mist-netted  or  found  at  potential  nest 
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sites  at  seabird  colonies  (Bretagnolle  et  al. 
1991,  Cubitt  1995,  Robb  et  al.  2008).  It  is  un- 
known whether  these  birds  represent  a previ- 
ously overlooked  population  or  a recent  range 
expansion  from  the  Indian  Ocean. 

The  first  North  American  records  of  Swin- 
hoe’s  Storm-Petrel  were  single  birds  seen  off 
North  Carolina  on  20  August  1993  (Brinkley 
1995)  and  photographed  off  North  Carolina 
on  8 August  1998  (O’Brien  et  al.  1999).  Off 
the  Pacific  coast  of  North  America,  a dark 
storm-petrel  considered  to  be  a Swinboe’s  was 
videotaped  off  southeastern  Alaska  on  5 Au- 
gust 2003  (Scott  and  Linda  Terrill,  pers. 
comm.);  documentation  for  this  record  has 
recently  been  submitted  to  the  Alaska  Check- 
list Committee.  The  North  Carolina  photo- 
graphic record  was  accepted  by  the  North 
Carolina  Bird  Records  Committee  (LeGrand 
et  al.  2001)  but  not  by  the  American  Birding 
Association  Checklist  Committee  (Robbins  et 
al.  2003)  or  the  American  Ornithologists’ 
Union’s  North  American  Check-list  Commit- 
tee (A.O.U.  2000).  The  rationale  given  for  the 
rejection  was  that  “identification  from  photo- 
graphs is  considered  tenuous”  (A.O.U.  2000). 

On  2 June  2008,  we  found  a single  Swin- 
hoe’s  Storm-Petrel  off  Cape  Hatteras,  North 
Carolina  and  were  able  to  study,  photograph, 
and  videograph  the  bird  over  a period  of  45 
minutes  (Figures  1-3). 

Field  encounter 

At  about  1315  EOT  on  2 June  2008,  Howell 
spotted  a distant  Leach’s  (0.  leucorhoa)  or 
Band-rumped  (0.  castro)  storm-petrel  flying 
to  the  left  off  the  port  side  of  the  Stormy  Petrel 
II.  We  had  already  seen  several  Band-rumpeds 
during  the  day,  but  no  Leach’s,  so  Patteson 
turned  back  down  the  slick  of  fish  oil  that  was 
dripping  behind  the  boat  in  the  hope  that  the 
bird  would  make  a closer  pass.  That  bird  kept 
flying,  however,  and  was  not  seen  again,  but 
there  was  a Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  in  the 
slick  among  the  numerous  Wilson’s  Storm- 
Petrels  (Oceanites  oceanicus),  which  we 
stopped  to  watch.  Then  Patteson  spotted  an- 
other fairly  distant  “large  storm-petrel”  (large 
relative  to  Wilson’s,  the  default  reference 
species)  up  the  slick  and  started  giving  direc- 
tions as  he  drove  the  boat,  pointing  out  how 
the  bird  could  be  picked  out  from  Wilson’s 
simply  using  the  naked  eye.  Howell  looked 
with  binoculars  at  the  bird,  and  his  mind 
went  blank  for  a second,  as  no  identification 
registered — he  then  realized  this  was  because 
the  bird  was  all  brown  above!  Tbe  bird  kept 
flying  away  down  the  slick  and  we  gave  chase, 
but  soon  it  vanished  in  the  choppy  seas.  Giv- 
en about  ten  seconds  of  reasonable  views  it 
was  identified  as  presumably  a Swinhoe’s 


Figure  2.  Swinhoe's  Storm-Petrel,  off  Hatteras,  North  Carolina,  2 June  2008.  In  muted  sun- 
light, the  plumage  tones  look  relatively  cold  and  dark,  and  the  ulnar  band  relatively  dull 
(compare  Figure  3).  Photograph  by  Steve  N.  G.  Howell. 


Storm-Petrel,  but  it  was  an 
informative  rather  than 
satisfying  view.  We  put  out 
a chum  slick  and  circled 
back  through  the  area  for  a 
few  minutes,  as  a swarm  of 
Wilson’s  Storm-Petrels  ac- 
creted on  the  slick. 

As  hope  and  adrenaline 
began  to  fade,  Howell 
again  spotted  the  “big 
brown  storm-petrel”  at  the 
far  side  of  the  slick  and  we 
headed  over  there  quickly. 

Fortunately,  the  bird  stayed 
feeding  with  the  Wilson’s 
for  over  30  minutes,  and 
all  on  board  enjoyed  excel- 
lent views  of  it,  at  times 
down  to  10  m range  as  it 
swept  under  the  bow.  Hun- 
dreds of  photographs  were 
taken,  and  Sutherland  ob- 
tained some  video  before 
the  bird  finally  picked  a food  item  from  the 
sea  surface  and  flew  off  at  about  1405,  at 
wbicb  point  we  needed  to  head  back  to  port. 
Viewing  conditions  were  good,  partly  cloudy 
with  hazy  sunlight  and  about  15  knots  of 
northwesterly  wind,  and  we  were  able  to  keep 
the  bird  in  view  for  over  30  minutes  after  it 
was  relocated.  The  location  was  34°  57’  N,  75° 
05’  W (about  65.75  km  east-soutbeast  of  Hat- 
teras Inlet),  over  waters  about  1500  m deep 
and  on  the  inshore  edge  of  the  Gulf  Stream; 
the  sea  surface  temperature  during  the  obser- 
vation ranged  from  76.5°  to  76.8°  F 
(24.8°-24.9°  C). 


wings.  More  of  the  wingbeat  arc  fell  below  the 
body  plane  than  above  (versus  more  above 
the  body  plane  in  the  jerkier  flight  of  Leach’s), 
and  the  slightly  loose,  or  floppy,  downstroke 
recalled  the  wingbeat  of  a Band-rumped 
Storm-Petrel  in  calm  conditions.  The  wings 
were  long,  fairly  broad,  and  held  slightly  an- 
gled at  the  carpal,  with  the  tips  varying  from 
slightly  rounded  to  rather  pointed,  depending 
on  the  bird’s  behavior.  The  wing  shape  was 
more  similar  to  that  of  Band-rumped  Storm- 
Petrel  than  to  the  crooked,  more-pointed 
wings  typically  shown  by  Leach’s.  The  tail  was 
long  and  forked,  held  mostly  closed  in  tran- 


Description 

The  Swinhoe’s  was  a medi- 
um-sized (albeit  large  rela- 
tive to  Wilson’s),  all- 
brown, fork-tailed  storm- 
petrel,  similar  in  size  to  (or 
perhaps  slightly  larger 
than)  two  Band-rumped 
Storm-Petrels  we  saw 
among  the  Wilson’s  during 
the  period  of  observation. 
An  interesting  aspect  of  the 
bird’s  appearance  was  that 
when  flying  alone  it  looked 
disconcertingly  large,  an  il- 
lusion perhaps  caused  by 
its  easy,  loping  flight  and 
long  wings.  The  unhurried 
flight  consisted  of  not  es- 
pecially deep  wingbeats  in- 
terspersed with  sailing 
glides  on  slightly  bowed 


Figure  3.  Swinhoe's  Storm-Petrel,  off  Hatteras,  North  Carolina,  2 June  2008.  In  brighter  sun- 
light (compare  Figure  2),  the  plumage  tones  look  warmer  and  the  ulnar  band  relatively 
bold;  also  note  how  light  reflecting  on  the  primary  shafts  increases  the  apparent  extent  of 

the  white  upperwing  flash.  Photograph  by  Steve  N.  G.  Howell. 
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siting  flight  (when  the  fork  could  be  hard  to 
see)  but  often  spread  widely  while  the  bird 
pattered  to  pick  at  the  sea  surface,  which  it 
did  with  its  wings  raised  and  its  legs  dangling. 
The  tail  fork  was  of  moderate  depth  and  ap- 
peared evenly  graduated  rather  than  as  the 
slightly  double-rounded,  or  lobed,  fork  of  a 
Leach’s  Storm-Petrel.  The  head  was  perhaps 
slightly  larger  and  chunkier  than  that  of 
Leach’s,  and  the  bill  was  notably  stout,  which 
Howell  commented  on  in  the  field;  the  bill 
shape  shows  well  in  photographs.  In  contrast, 
Leach’s  has  a relatively  long  and  slender  bill; 
Band-rumped  has  a variable  bill,  usually 
stouter  than  on  Leach’s  but,  at  least  in  the 
populations  visiting  North  Carolina  waters 
(see  Robb  et  al.  2008),  probably  not  as  stout 
as  on  this  Swinhoe’s.  The  legs  and  feet  looked 
relatively  long  when  dangled  during  bouts  of 
feeding,  slightly  longer  than  on  the  relatively 
short-legged  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel. 

The  overall  plumage  tone  was  gray-brown, 
warmer  and  milk-chocolate-toned  in  brighter 
sunlight,  with  colder  and  grayer  tones  to  the 
head  and  upperparts  apparent  at  times,  espe- 
cially when  the  sunlight  was  muted;  the  back, 
rump,  and  uppertail  coverts  were  concolor- 
ous  gray-brown.  The  primary  coverts  and 
flight  feathers  were  blackish,  with  the  remiges 
set  off  by  a contrasting,  cold  pale-buff  ulnar 
band.  At  closer  range,  white  bases  to  the  out- 
er five  primary  shafts  formed  a noticeable, 
jaeger-like  flash.  The  pale  ulnar  band  was  fair- 
ly even  in  width  and  did  not  reach  the  leading 
edge  of  the  wing,  thus  being  similar  in  shape 
and  extent  to  that  of  a Band-rumped  Storm- 
Petrel  and  differing  from  the  tapered  ulnar 
band  typical  of  a Leach’s  Storm-Petrel,  which 
also  typically  reaches  the  edge  of  the  wing  at 
the  carpal  joint.  The  underwings  were  dark. 
The  bill,  legs,  and  feet  looked  black. 

The  bird’s  plumage  appeared  uniform  in 
wear  overall  and  in  the  field  gave  the  impres- 
sion of  being  fairly  fresh;  no  molt  was  evident 
in  the  wings  or  tail.  Subsequent  review  of 
photographs  revealed  slight  to  moderate 
wear  on  the  tips  of  the  pale  ulnar-band  feath- 
ers and  no  strong  contrast  between  the  in- 
nermost primary  and  outermost  secondary. 
This  suggests  a first-cycle  (juvenile)  bird  in 
slightly  worn  plumage.  Storm-petrels,  like 
many  nonpasserines,  molt  their  secondaries 
well  after  the  inner  primaries  have  been  re- 
placed, producing  a subtle  contrast  between 
fresher,  blacker  outer  secondaries  and  older, 
browner  inner  primaries. 

Discussion 

Perception  of  size  can  be  a stumbling  block  in 
the  identification  of  storm-petrels,  com- 
pounded by  the  difficulties  inherent  in  watch- 


ing birds  from  a moving  platform.  Measure- 
ments such  as  total  length  do  not  necessarily 
convey  helpful  information  because,  all  else 
being  equal,  volume  increases  as  a cube  of 
length;  thus,  a bird  ten  inches  long,  for  in- 
stance, appears  “much  larger”  than  a bird 
eight  inches  long.  Instead,  the  proportions  of 
head-and-body  length  relative  to  tail  length, 
■wingspan,  -wing  shape,  and  mass  (in  concert 
with  wing  area)  are  what  combine  to  create 
distinctive  shapes  and  flight  manners. 

Swinhoe’s  is  one  of  seven  species  of  dark- 
rumped,  fork-tailed  storm-petrels,  all  of 
which  occur  exclusively  or  primarily  in  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  Details  of  these  species’  breed- 
ing and  at-sea  distributions  can  be  found  in 
the  literature  and  are  not  relevant  here  (all  ex- 
cept Swinhoe’s  would  be  an  exceptional  va- 
grant in  the  North  Atlantic).  The  other  six 
species  are  Ashy  (0.  homochroa),  Black  (Halo- 
cyptena  [0.]  melania),  Markham’s  (0. 
markhami),  Matsudaira’s  (0.  matsudairae) , 
Tristram’s  (0.  tristrami),  and  Leach’s  (some 
Pacific  populations  only).  Identification  crite- 
ria relative  to  Swinhoe’s,  with  comparative 
photographs  of  all  of  these  species,  are  pro- 
vided elsewhere  (Howell  and  Patteson  2008). 
Basically,  and  assuming  a bird  is  seen  reason- 
ably well  at  sea,  Swinhoe’s  is  a distinctive 
species  by  virtue  of  its  flight  manner,  as  has 
been  described  by  other  observers  (Brinkley 
1995,  O’Brien  et  al.  1999).  It  is  quite  distinct 
from  Leach’s  Storm-Petrel  (which,  simply  on 
the  basis  of  standard  specimen  measure- 
ments, would  seem  to  be  the  most  similar 
species),  and  from  photographs  alone  it  can 
be  difficult  to  separate  Swinhoe’s  from  the 
much  larger  and  longer-winged  Matsudaira’s 
Storm-Petrel. 

Our  observation  represents  the  third  or 
perhaps  fourth  record  of  this  poorly  known 
species  from  North  American  waters.  Non- 
breeding individuals,  possibly  mainly  first-cy- 
cle birds,  appear  to  be  very  rare  -visitors  off 
eastern  North  Am.erica  in  summer,  and  to 
date  have  been  recorded  off  North  Carolina 
between  early  June  and  late  August.  Of  inter- 
est is  that  the  2008  Swinhoe’s  appeared  to  be 
in  slightly  to  m.oderately  worn  juvenile 
plumage,  a plumage  state  intermediate  be- 
tween that  of  presumed  fresh  Juveniles  of  the 
■winter-breeding  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrels 
and  of  v/orn  juveniles  of  the  summer-breed- 
ing Leach’s  Storm-Petrels  we  see  off  North 
Carolina.  If  Swinhoe’s  does  breed  in  the  North 
Atlantic,  might  it  be  a fall  or  winter  breeder  in 
this  region?  Records  from  possible  breeding 
sites  in  the  western  Palearctic  have  been 
mainly  of  calling  birds  in  July  and  August,  in- 
cluding, remarkably,  the  individual  trapped 
on  Selvagem  Grande  in  1983  found  there 


again  in  2007  (Robb  et  al.  2008).  Might  ocean 
temperatures  and  feeding  conditions  at  this 
season  be  more  suitable  for  breeding  Swin- 
hoe’s than  the  cooler  spring  conditions?  As 
■with  so  many  species,  there  are  always  more 
questions  than  answers. 
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These  nesting  Mississippi  Kites  were  the  toast  of  Newmarket,  New  Hampshire — and  the  Internet  sensation  of  the  summer  of  2008 
(here  25  June).  New  England's  summer  was  well  warmer  than  average,  in  the  top  ten  percent  of  June-July  periods  since  1 895.  On  24 
July,  New  Hampshire  was  visited  by  something  almost  as  rare  as  nesting  kites;  an  EF-2  tornado  that  claimed  one  life.  Are  the  expand- 
ing ranges  of  such  birds  and  the  increase  in  violent  weather  events  both  products  of  a warming  planet?  Photegmphs  byMmk  Simtyr. 


The  numbers 

June  and  July  were  warm,  as  one  expects — 
globally,  the  eighth  warmest  June  and  fifth 
warmest  July  since  1880.  For  the  Lower  48 
United  States,  it  was  merely  the  twenty-sev- 
enth warmest  June  since  1895,  partly  because 
the  Northern  Great  Plains,  Minnesota,  and 
Pacific  Northwest  were  cooler  than  average, 
while  the  East  and  South  sweltered,  andjuly’s 
overall  rank  was  just  thirtieth,  as  the  Mid- 
west was  cooler  than  usual  that  month.  June 
rainfall  patterns  were  disparate,  as  usual: 
floods  were  widespread  in  the  rainy  Midwest, 
while  the  Southern  Great  Plains,  Southeast, 
and  West  were  drier  than  normal — the  fourth 
driest  June  on  record  in  California,  the  con- 
tinuation of  a terrible  three-year  drought. 
July  precipitation  in  New  England  and  the 
Midwest  was  much  above  average,  with  con- 
tinued flooding  in  Iowa,  whereas  the  South- 
east remained  in  drought  and  Idaho  had  its 
sixth  driest  July  on  record.  Large  wildfires  in 
California,  Arizona,  Texas,  North  Carolina, 
and  Oklahoma  brought  the  year’s  total 
through  July  to  three  and  a half  million  acres 
burned,  not  far  off  the  recent  average,  but 
California  had  the  lion’s  share  of  that  loss. 

Most  of  southern  Canada,  the  southern 
Yukon,  and  Alaska  reported  a “cool,  wet”  sum- 
mer. June  and  July  in  northern  Quebec  and 
across  much  of  Arctic  Canada,  however,  were 
unusually  warm  months — more  than  4°  Cel- 
cius  above  normal  in  Nunavik,  for  instance. 
Pierre  Bannon  and  team  in  Quebec  write  that 
“the  extraordinary  fair  weather  in  northern 
Quebec  probably  resulted  in  an  excellent 
breeding  season  for  passerines  nesting  far 
north.  On  the  other  hand,  flooding  due  to  the 
late  melting  of  the  snow  created  poor  breeding 
conditions  in  June  for  ducks  in  the  south  and 
in  the  boreal  forest.”  In  southern  Alberta,  write 
Rudolf  Koes  and  Peter  Taylor,  “the  large 
amount  of  moisture  wreaked  havoc  with  the 
nesting  success  of  Canada  Geese,  American 
Coots,  and  probably  other  species.”  In  contrast 
to  southern  Canada,  the  Beaufort  Sea  coast  had 
“a  sizzling  hot  early  summer,  with  a rapid  re- 
treat of  sea  ice,”  according  to  Cameron  Eckert. 
Overall,  the  Northern  Hemisphere  sea  ice  ex- 
tent ranked  third  lowest  for  June  and  the  fourth 
lowest  for  July  since  records  began  in  1979. 
(The  extent  of  Arctic  sea  ice  in  July  has  de- 
creased by  6.1  percent  per  decade  since  1979.) 

Tropical  storm  activity  was  noteworthy  for 
the  two-month  summer  season.  Hurricane 


Bertha  formed  in  the  tropical  Atlantic  Ocean  on 
3 July  and  was  the  longest-lived,  pre-August 
Atlantic  tropical  cyclone  ever  recorded,  becom- 
ing extra-tropical  on  20  July.  On  that  day,  Hur- 
ricane Dolly  developed  in  the  Caribbean  Sea;  it 
made  landfall  as  a Category  2 hurricane  at 
South  Padre  Island,  Texas  two  days  later.  Dolly 
was  the  most  intense  tropical  cyclone  to  make 
U.S.  landfall  since  Hurricane  Wilma  of  2005 
(but  see  the  autumn  2008  Changing  Seasons 


essay).  Heavy  rain  from  Dolly  brought  relief 
from  drought  to  parts  of  the  Southwest  and 
southern  Texas  but  also  brought  flash  floods 
that  caused  extensive  damage  in  Nev/  Mexico 
and  landslides  in  Guatemala,  which  killed  21 
people.  El  Nino-Southem  Oscillation  condi- 
tions transitioned  into  a neutral  phase  during 
June  and  continued  neutral  through  July  in  the 
tropical  Pacific  Ocean,  ending  the  La  Nina 
event  that  began  in  mid- 2007. 
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Summer  witlieut  surprises 


Just  a decade  ago,  we  dutifully  researched 
the  possibility  of  captive  provenance  for 
these  whistling-ducks  out  of  range.  And  in- 
deed, in  areas  far  from  core  range,  we  should 
continue  to  do  so:  a Black-bellied  in  Con- 
necticut this  season  was  conhrmed  as  an  es- 
capee from  a waterfowl  collection.  But  the 
great  majority  of  these  birds  must  be  wild. 
Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks,  though  not 
recorded  out  of  range  with  the  frequency  of 
Black-bellieds,  have  been  slowly  increasing  in 
some  parts  of  range  (mostly  in  the  western 
Gulf  Coast),  and  this  season.  Fulvous  ap- 
peared in  Kentucky  (second  state  record)  and 
Missouri  (three  locations),  plus  in  California 
and  Arizona,  where  records  have  been  in- 
creasing recently.  Mottled  Duck,  another 
southern  specialty,  is  expanding  inland  in 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  and  records  from 
southern  Oklahoma  (where  becoming  regu- 
lar), Ontario,  and  Tennessee  this  season  at- 
test to  their  capacity  for  further  expansion. 
But  what  about  the  White-cheeked  Pintails  in 
North  Carolina  (9  July,  Ferry  Slip  Island)  and 
Texas  (through  17  July,  near  Temple)  this  sea- 
son? Or  the  Masked  Duck  in  northern  Texas 
at  near  Seagoville  14-25  June?  These  tropical 
species  are  clearly  able  to  make  long-distance 
flights,  as  attested  by  older  records  of  wild 
birds.  Time  will  tell  if  they  become  the  new 
whistling-ducks.  (Anyone  care  to  wager  on 
whether  a Muscovy  Duck  from  the  increasing 
Mexican  population  will  turn  up  in  Louisiana 
before  too  long?) 

Not  all  of  this  summer’s  waterfowl  records 
were  of  southern  species  moving  northward. 
Maine  documented  its  first  nesting  of  Red- 
head, and  Common  Mergansers,  often  with 
broods,  were  found  in  Ohio,  West  Virginia, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland,  all  parts  of  his- 
torical breeding  range  but  south  of  most  ar- 
eas of  regular  nesting.  One  might  say  that 
these  exceptions  prove  the  general  rule  of 
northward  expansion,  but  a changing  climate 
is  a complex,  dynamic  phenomenon,  and 
some  of  the  more  adaptable  northern  species 
may  be  able  to  take  advantage  of  some  as- 
pects of  climate  change  and  expand,  even 
southward.  We  should  pay  particular  atten- 
tion to  such  species,  to  the  kinds  of  habitats 
they  occupy,  and  to  their  nesting  successes  or 
failures.  This  journal  welcomes  summary  pa- 
pers on  species  whose  ranges  are  changing 
rapidly,  in  whatever  fashion. 

1 have  often  wondered  over  the  past 


Warming  and  wetlands 

Some  of  the  most  charismatic  avian  wayfar- 
ers in  this  warming  climate  have  been  Black- 
bellied  Whistling-Ducks.  Though  still  un- 
recorded from  areas  well  into  the  boreal  belt, 
they  have  reached  southern  Canada  several 
times,  and  the  frequency  of  their  extralimital 
visits  has  increased  sharply  since  the  1990s. 
The  proliferation  of  records  has  not  been 
surprising  to  observers  in  Florida  and  Texas, 
where  each  season  turns  up  new  high  counts 
and  new  locations  for  this  species.  But  nest- 
ing in  Oklahoma,  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  and 
Tennessee,  only  a few  years  old,  seems  cer- 


tain to  expand  to  new  areas,  and  counts  in 
Mississippi  and  Alabama — with  all-time- 
largest  flocks  of  125  and  12,  respectively,  this 
season — continue  to  climb  each  year.  As 
populations  in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina 
also  increase,  nesting  in  North  Carolina 
seems  only  a few  years  away.  This  season’s 
records  from  areas  north  of  breeding  states 
were  legion:  Massachusetts  (the  flock  com- 
ing southward  from  Nova  Scotia!),  Illinois 
(two  flocks),  Indiana  (one),  Iowa,  Nebraska 
(its  sixth  record),  and  Bermuda  (its  first). 
Nesting  in  some  of  these  areas  may  be  just 
around  the  corner. 


VOLUME  62  (2009)  • NUMBER  4 


523 


THE  CHANGING  SEASONS:  SUMMER  WITHOUT  SURPRISES 


decade  why  it  should  be  that  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Ducks  have  been  recorded  in  such 
numbers  in  the  United  States  but  other 
species  one  might  expect  to  flank  them  en 
masse  in  northward  movements — particular- 
ly the  larger  wading  birds,  so  abundant  in  the 
Gulf  Coast  states — have  not  been  reported  as 
widely,  despite  their  conspicuousness.  This 
season’s  records  provided  more  food  for 
thought.  Great  White  Heron,  a bird  of  south- 
ernmost Florida  (and  some  parts  of  the 
Caribbean),  was  found  in  Tennessee,  Vir- 
ginia, Alabama,  and  Georgia  this  season, 
probably  a record  flight  for  this  subspecies  of 
Great  Blue  Heron.  The  intergrade  of  Great 
Blue  and  Great  White — known  as  Witrde- 
mann’s  Heron — nested  for  the  first  time  in 
the  Florida  Panhandle.  Reddish  Egrets,  con- 
tinuing a recent  trend,  flew  north  to  Virginia 
(first  documented  record)  and  Nebraska  (its 
second),  while  Roseate  Spoonbill  reached 
Tennessee  (with  nesting  anticipated  in  Geor- 
gia), and  White  Ibis  made  it  to  Utah  and  In- 
diana. None  of  these  records  are  as  startling 
as  the  discovery  of  a Jabiru  in  Louisiana,  an 
adult  found  in  near  Charenton  and  near 
Ramah,  27  and  31  July,  respectively.  Al- 
though birders  found  a Jabiru  in  Mississippi 
in  2007,  the  shock  effect  has  yet  to  wear  off 
in  2008,  even  if  the  species  nests  sparingly  in 
several  Mexican  states  along  the  Gulf,  only  a 
1000-kilometer  flight  from  the  U.S.  border. 
In  the  Midwest  and  Northeast,  though  few  of 
the  glamorous  tropical/subtropical  species 
made  appearances  this  season,  strong  show- 
ings by  Glossy  Ibis  were  the  rule,  and  there 
were  significant  northerly  records  of  White 
Ibis,  Tricolored  Heron  (nesting  in  Massachu- 
setts; Iowa’s  sixth).  White-faced  Ibis  (second 
Iowa  nesting),  and  Wood  Stork  (steadily  in- 
creasing as  a nester  in  North  Carolina). 
Among  southerly  pelicaniforms.  Brown  Peli- 
cans made  it  to  Connecticut,  Idaho  (its  first), 
and  inland  Oregon,  a Red-footed  Booby  to 
Texas  (its  third  ever),  and  Neotropic  Cor- 
morants to  Illinois,  Oklahoma  (nesting),  and 
Utah  (its  second  record).  Brown  Booby  ap- 
pears to  be  increasing  as  a visitor  to  Texas 
and  California,  and  Masked  Booby  records 
are  also  subtly  increasing,  though  some  re- 
cent reports  are  left  unidentified  to  species 
level  (Masked/Nazca  Booby). 

None  of  these  records  amount  to  the 
whistling-duck-like  barnstorm  I have  expect- 
ed in  the  wading  species,  and  most  amount  to 
gradual  rather  than  explosive  trends.  Perhaps 
the  gathering  of  nearly  1700  large  wading 
birds  in  Fremont  County,  Iowa  is  a clue.  This 
gold  mine  was  not  at  some  random  tempo- 


rary stopover  spot — the  tiny  farm  pond  or 
strip  mall’s  borrow  pit  that  often  host  Black- 
bellied  Whistling-Ducks.  These  birds  were 
gathered  at  Forney  Lake  Wildlife  Manage- 
ment Area,  a site  that  provided  not  just  opti- 
mal foraging  habitat  but  also  nesting  and 
roosting  habitat.  Such  sites  are  not  nearly  as 
common  as  developed  ponds,  and  though 
scarce,  they  tend  to  be  far  more  productive 
for  birds  than  steep-sided  “lakes”  created  for 
capturing  storm  run-off  or  for  alleged  aes- 
thetic appeal:  those  sites  can  be  productive 
for  waterfowl  and  a few  waders  for  several 
years,  then  decline  rapidly  in  quality,  as  pol- 
lutants change  pH  levels.  Forney  Lake  had 
trouble  with  water  retention  several  years 
ago,  during  dry  years,  and  so  the  lakebed  was 
disked  and  compacted,  to  aid  in  water  reten- 
tion. Natural  wetlands  and  even  wetlands 
that  were  created  or  “improved”  to  mitigate 
destruction  of  natural  wetlands  are  far,  far 
more  attractive  to  wading  birds  than  are  the 
glorified  ditches  of  suburbia.  Good  examples 
of  managed  wetlands  that  have  attracted 
some  of  the  rarer  fare  reported  recently  in- 
clude The  Nature  Conservancy’s  Kankakee 
Sands  in  Indiana,  Areata  Marsh  in  northern 
California,  Fern  Ridge  Reservoir  in  Oregon, 
and  Whitewater  Lake  Wildlife  Management 
Area  in  Manitoba.  Even  small  preserves,  like 
Bermuda’s  Spittal  Pond,  can  be  magnificent 
magnets  for  wetland  species  if  they  are  man- 
aged with  birds  in  mind  (Spittal  often  suffers 
damage  from  hurricanes).  Better  wetlands,  it 
would  seem,  hold  a greater  diversity  of  water 
birds,  and  conditions  at  these  wetlands  can 
change  with  improved  management,  viz.  the 
very  high  counts  of  Pied-billed  Grebe,  Com- 
mon Moorhen,  and  American  Coot  from 
Montezuma  National  Wildlife  Refuge  in  up- 
state New  York  this  summer,  counts  that 
were  unthinkable  in  the  1980s  through  the 
mid-1990s. 

Birders,  now  better  connected  and  more 
curious  than  ever  about  what  such  sites 
hold,  have  been  increasingly  diligent  about 
checking  interior  wetlands,  including  large 
reservoir  complexes  and  their  margins  and 
also  ephemeral  wetlands  that  crop  up  during 
wet  cycles,  and  so  it  can  be  difficult  to  argue 
in  some  cases  that  records  of  rarer  species — 
particularly  less-conspicuous  species — indi- 
cate range  expansion  rather  than  increased 
observer  effort.  Black  Rail,  for  instance,  was 
found  in  two  Ohio  counties  (two  birds 
each),  at  Illinois  Beach,  Illinois,  and  at  Bahia 
San  Quintin,  Baja  California.  King  Rail  was 
found  breeding  in  West  ’Virginia,  for  the  first 
time  since  1963.  How  many  such  birds  have 


gone  undetected  in  the  past?  Or  have  efforts 
to  restore  wetlands  and  wetland  quality  fi- 
nally paid  off,  with  species  such  as  Black  Rail 
returning  to  haunts  used  in  the  distant  past? 
Wilson’s  Phalarope,  whose  gradual  decline  in 
the  East  as  a migrant  has  been  noted  many 
times  in  this  journal,  appeared  in  several  sur- 
prising sites  this  summer:  an  adult  perform- 
ing a distraction  display  was  seen  in  West 
Virginia  (where  nesting  has  never  been  doc- 
umented), a nest  was  discovered  in  Ken- 
tucky (its  first),  11  summered  in  coastal 
South  Carolina,  and  seven  were  seen  in  mid- 
June  in  coastal  Virginia,  both  in  locations 
that  could  probably  support  nesting.  Bermu- 
da’s birders  found  a Wilson’s  Phalarope  as 
well,  a rarity  there.  Do  these  recent  glimmers 
bode  well  for  the  rails  or  the  phalarope? 
Might  we  see  a surge  in  extralimital  nesting 
attempts  like  that  documented  in  Black- 
necked Stilt  over  the  past  15  years?  We  will 
surely  never  seen  a gathering  of  140,000 
Wilson’s  Phalaropes  in  the  East,  such  as  bird- 
ers found  at  Lake  Albert,  Oregon  this  season, 
but  an  eastern  breeding  population  perhaps 
could  mitigate  some  of  the  losses  in  the  Mid- 
western population.  What  sorts  of  condi- 
tions would  be  required  for  such  a range  ex- 
tension, if  it  is  even  possible? 

The  warming  climate  almost  certainly  has 
some  effect  on  both  the  northward  dispersal 
of  southerly  nesters  and  on  their  ability  to  es- 
tablish populations  in  new  areas.  But  these  ef- 
fects— or  hypothetical  effects — are  surely  un- 
even among  species,  far  from  a uniform 
northward  advancement  of  dispersal  limits 
and  nesting  range.  Part  of  the  idiosyncratic 
nature  of  these  northward  movements  relates 
to  geography  and  habitat;  suitable  habitat 
simply  isn’t  available  for  many  wetland 
species,  especially  away  from  major  river  sys- 
tems and  reservoirs.  Montane  areas  are  gener- 
ally unsuitable,  and  so  most  dispersants  are 
found  from  the  Great  Plains  eastward  and 
away  from  highland  areas  in  the  East,  though 
exceptions  are  steadily  increasing,  especially 
with  increased  birding  at  remote  reservoirs. 
Habitat  specialists,  such  as  Reddish  Egret  or 
Roseate  Spoonbill,  are  probably  less  able  to 
find  productive  foraging  areas  than  are  habi- 
tat generalists  such  as  White  Ibis  and 
Neotropic  Cormorants,  species  that  can  be 
found  foraging  on  school  lawns  and  in  golf 
course’s  water  traps,  respectively,  in  many 
parts  of  their  ranges.  (Great  White  Herons, 
though  restricted  in  range,  appear  to  have  no 
difficulty  settling  into  diverse  habitats  out  of 
range,  even  in  mountain  areas,  where  they 
forage  much  like  Great  Blues.)  And  the  com- 
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plex  interactions  of  wetlanci  species,  too, 
must  limit  expansion  of  some  birds: 
moorhens  avoid  introduced  swans,  and  Black 
Rails  appear  to  suffer  declines  when  Great 
Blue  Heron  populations  burgeon,  as  they  have 
in  the  Chesapeake  Bay  region  for  the  past  sev- 
eral decades.  There  are  certainly  many  more 
factors  involved,  but  as  we  begin  to  track  the 
uneven  advancement  of  so  many  species  be- 
yond their  past  ranges,  we  should  make  care- 
ful note  of  what  habitats  are  occupied  and  for 
how  long — and  possibly  also  note  any  inter- 
actions among  the  wetland  species  present. 
Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  may  have 
greater  flexibility  in  their  selection  of  habitats, 
and  greater  tolerance  of  human  activities  in 
close  proximity,  than  many  wetland  species, 
so  their  visibility  (also  a product  of  their  dis- 
tinctiveness) in  recent  years  is  quite  high  rel- 
ative to  the  actual  number  of  birds  recorded 
out  of  range.  It  remains  to  be  seen  how  far 
their  spread  goes;  most  of  the  worlds  species 
of  whistling-duck  show  decades-long  pat- 
terns of  expansion  followed  by  equally  long 
or  longer  periods  of  range  contraction.  And  it 
will  be  interesting,  too,  to  see  whether  their 
spread  has  an  impact  on  other  cavity-nesting 
species,  particularly  Wood  Duck. 

Larids 

Most  of  the  information  on  nesting  gulls  and 
terns  in  the  summer  reports  comes  from 
coastal  colonies,  where  tern  populations  over- 
all are  generally  holding  steady  or  declining 
(good  news  if  you’re  a minnow)  and  where 
gull  populations  are  mostly  increasing  (bad 
news  if  you’re  a tern  or  plover  chick).  Though 
some  expansion  has  been  southward,  such  as 
that  of  Great  Black-backed  Gull,  most  wan- 
derers and  expanders  in  this  group  make 
headlines  for  being  either  north  of  normal  or 
inland,  rather  than  on  the  coast.  In  the  latter 
category.  New  Mexico’s  first  Gull-billed  Tern, 
Michigan’s  second  Heermann’s  Gull,  and  sin- 
gle Western  Gulls  in  eastern  Washington  and 
in  Utah  were  highlights  of  summer  2008. 
Royal  Tern,  like  Brown  Pelican,  has  a patchy 
history  of  wandering  in  the  interior;  one  in 
Tennessee  (without  a tropical  storm  to  move 
it  there)  was  arguably  less  expected  than  one 
in  Nova  Scotia.  Two  Sandwich  Terns  well  off- 
shore in  Newfoundland  waters  were  more  un- 
expected than  Newfoundland’s  first  Roseate 
Tern;  Sandwich  Tern  apparently  nested  in 
New  Jersey  for  the  first  time,  the  northern- 
most nesting  in  North  America  (is  Long  Is- 
land the  next  stop?).  In  the  West,  this  season’s 
Laughing  Gulls  in  Washington  and  New  Mex- 
ico fall  into  a strengthening  pattern,  over  a 


decade  old,  as  does  the  Black-tailed  Gull  in 
Washington.  Among  tropical  species,  Texas’s 
Brown  Noddy  records  have  begun  to  increase 
suddenly,  and  Bridled  Terns  are  turning  up 
onshore  in  odd  locations  on  both  ocean 
coasts  in  recent  years.  But  what  happened  to 
the  vaunted  Kelp  Gull  invasion? 

Raptors 

Among  raptors,  the  poster-bird  of  expanding 
species  has  been  Mississippi  Kite,  whose  ap- 
pearances in  the  northern  tier  of  the  United 
States  and  in  southernmost  Canada  over  the 
past  three  decades  are  well  catalogued  in  this 
journal.  In  the  West,  too,  records  out  of  range 
have  increased  lately — drifters  in  Arizona, 
New  Mexico,  Colorado,  and  Baja  California 
were  seen  this  season.  Still,  few  observers 
were  prepared  for  three  nestings  of  the 
species  in  New  England,  one  in  Connecticut 
and  two  in  New  Hampshire:  based  on  my 
reading  of  Internet  exchanges,  these  events 
seem  to  mark  an  emotional,  if  not  intellectu- 
al, turning  point  in  many  birders’  broad  per- 
ception of  the  warming  planet  and  its  pre- 
sumed consequences  on  birdlife.  These  kites 
could  nest  in  the  suburbs  of  Washington, 
D.C.,  but  they  were  still  in  the  “South,”  by  a 
few  miles.  New  Hampshire  is  not  the  South, 
and  these  kites  didn’t  just  pass  overhead,  lazi- 
ly down  the  coast,  one  day — these  active,  at- 
tractive birds  became  part  of  the  nesting  avi- 
fauna of  northern  New  England.  (What’s 
more,  the  kites  may  have  nested  in  Newmar- 
ket in  2004:  see  Wayne  Petersen’s  “SA”  col- 
umn in  the  New  England  regional  report.) 
Bob  Paxton,  writing  the  summer’s  report  for 
the  Hudson-Delaware  region,  cites  the  fail- 
ure of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Delaware 
birders  to  locate  a kite  nest  as  “almost  em- 
barrassing” in  light  of  the  New  England  nest- 
ings (a  gauntlet  cast  there),  but  there  are 
large  gaps  between  breeding  areas  of  this 
species,  particularly  at  the  edges  of  its  ex- 
panding range:  Virginia’s  known  locations  are 
230  kilometers  apart,  for  instance.  So  it’s  like- 
ly that  we  ll  see  this  so-called  leap-frogging 
pattern  for  years  to  come,  before  other  suit- 
able areas  between  these  sites  are  occupied. 
Meanwhile,  keep  the  binoculars  pointed  to 
the  sky,  anywhere  there  are  dragonflies! 

Still  lagging  far  behind  the  patterns  of  Mis- 
sissippi Kite,  Swallow-tailed  Kite  has  been 
gaining  ground  lately,  as  two  records  from 
Quebec  (its  third  and  fourth)  suggest.  White- 
tailed Kite  appears  to  be  expanding  and  ex- 
ploring mostly  west  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
with  significant  reports  from  Nebraska,  Ne- 
vada, and  Louisiana  this  season.  In  addition 


to  an  increase  in  extralimital  reports  of  virtu- 
ally all  “border-state”  raptors  in  recent  years 
(Gray,  White-tailed,  Short-tailed,  Zone-tailed, 
and  Harris’s  Hawks,  Common  Black-Hawk), 
Crested  Caracara  has  shown  powerful  ten- 
dencies to  explore  far  beyond  its  twentieth- 
century  range,  and  one  was  in  Woodson 
County,  Kansas  in  late  July.  But  raptors  of 
southern  affinity  are  not  the  only  ones  in  the 
news.  Summering,  sometimes  nesting  Sharp- 
shinned  Hawks  are  being  reported  with  in- 
creasing frequency  in  these  pages  lately 
(Arkansas,  Nebraska,  Texas  this  season); 
Cooper’s  Hawks  are  nesting  in  more  and  more 
new  areas  (many  of  the  locations  suburban  or 
urban);  and  Merlins,  continuing  their  spread 
to  the  south  and  east,  nested  this  season  in 
Pike  County,  Pennsylvania  and  out  on 
Martha’s  Vineyard,  Massachusetts.  Some  theo- 
rize that  the  increases  in  accipiters  and  fal- 
cons are  enabled  by  their  increasing  tolerance 
of  human  activity  near  the  nest,  such  as  has 
been  observed  in  Bald  Eagle,  following  cen- 
turies of  persecution,  but  others  credit  the 
proliferation  of  competent  naturalists  in  both 
remote  areas  and  more  densely  settled  areas. 
Whatever  the  constellation  of  factors  that  per- 
mit some  species  to  nest  in  more  and  more  ar- 
eas, while  others  appear  only  as  occasional 
visitors,  it  would  be  very  interesting  to  look 
more  closely  at  groups  of  birds  by  family,  to 
see  which  species  in  those  families  show  the 
most  dynamic  patterns  of  range  extension, 
however  we  choose  to  define  that.  It  would 
stand  to  reason  that  species  with  the  most 
specialized  prey  and  habitat  needs  would 
show  the  weakest  patterns,  while  the  less-spe- 
cialized species  show  the  strongest.  Arguably, 
Swallow-tailed  Kite  is  a bit  more  specialized 
than  Mississippi  Kite,  which  is  also  much 
more  likely  to  accept  nest  sites  in  suburban 
neighborhoods.  The  far  more  specialized 
Snail  Kite  would  seem  unlikely  to  gain  a toe- 
hold north  of  Florida,  unless  its  diet  of  aquat- 
ic snails  could  be  modified. 

Passerines  and  near-passerines 

Land  birds  showed  muted  patterns  of  expan- 
sion, mostly  to  the  north,  that  mirrored  those 
of  the  raptors,  seabirds,  and  wetlands  birds 
this  season — that  is,  mostly  a gradual  process 
of  small,  sometimes  consolidating  range  ex- 
tensions (e.g..  Clay-colored  Sparrow,  Bronzed 
Cowbird),  with  a few  more  outliers  and  over- 
shoots, many  of  them  now  expected,  such  as 
White-winged  Dove,  which  visited  New- 
foundland (two  birds),  Ontario,  Massachu- 
setts, Maine,  Pennsylvania,  the  Dakotas, 
Montana,  and  Washington  this  summer. 
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(The  banding  code  WWDO  occurs  even 
more  frequently  in  my  notes  on  distribution- 
al changes  than  BBWD — and  only  slightly 
less  often  than  ECDO.)  And  speaking  of  col- 
lafed-doves,  singles  at  Ketchikan,  Alaska  and 
at  Teslin,  Yukon  Territory  this  season  dehned 
this  colonizer’s  northern  limits  thus  far  (it 
will  be  interesting  to  see  how  much  farther 
north  they  will  go!),  but  another  Strcptopciia, 
an  Oriental  Turtle-Dove  that  visited  White- 
horse in  the  Yukon  30  July,  had  flown  at  least 
6000  kilometers  to  reach  this  most  unexpect- 
ed location. 

Conspicuousness  is  certainly  a factor  in 
detection  of  such  rarities:  just  ask  the  non- 
birder who  discovered  Louisiana’s  Jabiru:  he 
photographed  it,  correctly  identihed  it  using 
online  resources,  and  contacted  the  state 
records  committee  online!  Among  passer- 
ines, brightly  colored  birds  tend  to  garner  the 
most  attention  by  birders  and  non-birders 
alike,  and  it  helps  that  some  of  these  gaudy 
birds  are  attracted  to  feeding  stations.  This 
season’s  stunners  included  Newfoundland’s 
first  Painted  Bunting,  Iowa’s  third  Painted 
Bunting,  Montana’s  fourth  Northern  Cardi- 
nal, Labrador’s  hrst  Blue  Grosbeak  (another 
in  Montana  was  its  seventh),  Texas’s  seventh 
Flame-colored  Tanager,  and  Arizona’s  six- 
teenth Yellow  Grosbeak.  Other  pioneers 
found  north  of  usual  breeding  areas  are  less 
conspicuous  but  often  detected  by  distinctive 
songs:  Swainson’s  Warblers  in  Ohio,  West 
Virginia,  and  Illinois;  Alaska’s  second  Vesper 
Sparrow;  South  Dakota’s  third  Cassin’s  Spar- 
row; Herschel  Island,  Yukon’s  first  White- 
throated  Sparrow;  Nova  Scotia’s  hrst  summer 
White-eyed  Vireo.  (Arizona’s  Crescent-chest- 
ed Warbler,  a colorful  but  remarkably  unob- 
trusive species,  was  apparently  located  by  its 
buzzy,  unremarkable  song  and  so  gets  points 
for  subtlety.)  Many,  but  by  no  means  most,  of 
these  species  have  shown  obvious  northward 
range  expansion,  some  of  these  going  back  a 
very  long  time  (Northern  Cardinal),  others 
much  more  recent  (Painted  Bunting).  It  is 
probably  often  true  that  pioneers  outside  of 
core  range  are  coming  from  populations  that 
are  increasing:  the  Kirtland’s  Warbler  that 
tried  to  set  up  shop  in  Maine’s  Kennebunk 
Plains  2 June  was  the  product  of  a population 
that  has  grown  very  steadily  and  indeed  has 
broken  records  annually  for  some  time  now: 
record-high  counts  are  coming  from  Wiscon- 
sin as  well  as  Michigan  now.  Such  a lost  bird 
is  not  attempting  to  reoccupy  former  range, 
but  the  Cerulean  Warbler  in  northeastern 
Texas  at  Caddo  Lake,  Marion  County,  was  in 
an  area  that  held  the  species  in  the  1930s 


(though  the  date  of  the  record,  15  July,  likely 
indicates  a migrant).  In  this  context,  one 
wonders  about  the  Burrowing  Owls  in  two 
Ohio  counties,  the  state’s  fourth  and  fifth 
ever:  did  historical  range  of  the  western  sub- 
species extend  so  far  east  before  European 
settlement? 

Despite  much  ongoing  bird  atlas  work,  we 
read  relatively  little  in  this  issue  about  popu- 
lation trends  in  land  birds  at  the  state  level.  In 
Indiana,  observers  note  that  the  ratio  of 
Black-billed  Cuckoo  to  Yellow-billed  has 
changed  drastically  since  1999,  with  Black- 
billed now  twice  as  scarce,  in  relative  terms, 
as  during  the  previous  century.  An  active 
Maryland  birder,  however,  located  13  Black- 
billeds  in  a day  in  one  county,  so  one  wonders 
about  the  larger  picture  with  this  retiring 
species.  Golden-winged  Warblers  were  men- 
tioned as  decreasing  in  most  eastern  localities 
but  as  doing  well  in  southern  Manitoba  and 
on  Manitoulin  Island,  Ontario. 

Birders  on  a backcountry  expedition  in 
Baja  California  Sur  documented  nesting  of 
Whip-poor-will  at  La  Laguna,  and  others — 
also  Mexican  birds? — were  in  Humboldt 
County,  California  and  in  Green  Canyon, 
Cache  County,  Utah,  the  state’s  first.  If  some 
of  these  birds  are  sallying  northward  from 
Mexico’s  mountains,  how  many  other 
stealthy  birds  are  doing  the  same?  Normally 
birds  of  mid-elevation  canyons,  a pair  of  El- 
egant Trogons  slipped  into  the  Arizona  low- 
lands at  Sweetwater  in  June:  is  it  unreason- 
able to  think  this  species  could  turn  up  in 
southern  California  or  southern  Colorado? 
Vagrant  hummingbirds  (or,  as  one  old  chum 
calls  them,  “ho-hummingbirds”),  which 
used  to  cause  us  palpitations,  are  now  sort  of 
“filling  in  the  blanks,”  as  the  same  chum 
likes  to  call  it — turning  up  in  states  that  lie 
adjacent  to  (or  between)  states  that  already 
have  records.  True,  we  haven’t  had  a “new” 
hummingbird  north  of  Mexico  in  quite 
some  time  now  (Green-breasted  Mango,  in 
1988,  was  the  most  recent  addition  to  the 
American  Birding  Association  list).  Michi- 
gan added  to  its  haul  of  Green  Violet-ear 
records  with  two  more  this  summer,  while 
Wisconsin  had  one;  Broad-tailed  Humming- 
bird was  at  last  confirmed  in  Missouri;  and 
Broad-billed  turned  up  for  a third  time  in 
Georgia.  Woodpeckers  out  of  range  are  far 
fewer  than  hummingbirds,  though  most 
have  a much  longer  history  of  wandering,  as 
Wisconsin’s  Lewis’s  Woodpecker  and  Ore- 
gon’s Red-headed  Woodpecker- — both  state 
thirds — reaffirmed. 

As  is  true  of  raptors  and  water  birds,  not  all 


expansions  or  explorations  of  land  birds  were 
northward.  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  was  doc- 
umented nesting  in  Rhode  Island  for  the  first 
time  this  summer,  and  Golden-crowned 
Kinglet  was  found  singing  in  Georgia,  a state 
for  which  there  are  no  nest  records.  Georgia 
also  had  probable  nesting  Pine  Siskins,  hard- 
ly a shock  following  their  exodus  and  subse- 
quent nesting  well  south  of  usual,  in  northern 
Texas,  eastern  Colorado,  and  Albuquerque, 

New  Mexico.  White-winged  Crossbills, 
poised  for  a grand  flight,  started  wandered 
southward  in  spring  and  summer  and  nested 
in  southern  Ontario,  central  New  York,  and 
Vermont;  they  were  also  found  apparently 
nesting  in  the  Brighton  area  of  Salt  Lake 
County,  Utah.  Common  Ravens  nested  in 
Ohio  for  the  first  time  (that  we  know  oO  in 
one  hundred  years,  and  a Carolina  Chickadee 
entertained  birders  in  Kendall,  Florida,  200 
kilometers  south  of  the  southernmost  known 
nesters  in  eastern  Florida.  Again,  though 
these  records  all  have  some  precedent  and 
context,  and  pale  in  comparison  to  the  north- 
ward march  of  southern  land  birds,  they 
should  be  monitored  carefully  for  what  they 
can  tell  us  about  changing  habitats,  habits, 
and  climate.  Despite  excellent  computer  sim- 
ulations of  how  habitats  may  change  with  in- 
creasing emissions  of  carbon  dioxide  and  oth- 
er greenhouse  gases,  we  cannot  substitute 
projections  for  careful  field  observations, 
which  will,  in  the  aggregate,  probably  never 
fail  to  surprise  us. 

Saison  sans  surprises 

This  essay’s  title  must  have  been  tongue-in- 
cheek.  Although  no  single  bird  record  was 
without  context  or  prediction — even  the 
Crowned  Slaty-Flycatcher  had  been  predict- 
ed, while  other  rarities  were  “merely”  a few 
polities  beyond  previous  records — local  bird- 
ers still  register  shock  and  awe  on  seeing,  for 
instance,  Mississippi  Kites  nesting  in  New 
Hampshire,  almost  700  kilometers  from  the 
(then)  presumed  northernmost  nesting  sta- 
tion in  the  East.  Certainly,  dozens  of  writers 
had  forecast  the  event,  some  over  a decade 
ago.  But  New  Hampshire  birders  may  still  lay 
legitimate  claim  to  their  surprise.  So  too  the 
lucky  folks  in  Maine  who  watched  a singing 
Kirtland’s  Warbler;  the  Californians  who  took  > 
in  the  adult  Bridled  Tern  at  the  Salton  Sea;  the 
Iowa  birders  who  ogled  a Yellow-billed  Loon 
on  15  July  in  Tama  County;  the  hardcore 
Alaskan  crews  on  St.  Paul  Island  and  Attu  Is- 
land who  found  Rufous-tailed  Robins  (only 
one  previous  North  American  record);  and 
the  researchers  in  Vermont  who  confirmed 
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hybridization  between  BicknelTs  Thrush  and 
Veery — this  last  example  perhaps  a hint  of 
things  to  come,  as  montane  habitats  meta- 
morphose in  response  to  climate  change. 

Rarity  is  relative  and  surprise  subjective. 
Even  still,  at  this  point  in  the  maturity  of  the 
birding  community,  1 wonder  if  we  should  be 
shocked  or  surprised  by,  well,  anything;  even 
the  rare  storm-petrels  countenanced  in  our 
articles  in  this  issue  have  some  precedent,  al- 
beit mostly  as  sight  records,  in  North  Ameri- 
can waters.  Our  wonder  and  jubilation  at  the 
appearance  of  a bird  out  of  place  or  time,  or 
both,  sometimes  reminds  me  of  that  throng 
of  ecstatic  Los  Angeles  revelers  who  hail  the 
spaceships  from  high-rises  in  the  film  Inde- 
pendence Day — they  realize  too  late  that  the 
arrival  of  aliens  is  an  auspicious  event  but  not 
a particularly  good  one  for  the  welcoming 
committee’s  long-term  survival.  While  1 feel 
strongly  that  we  should  not  mix  dread  or 
anxiety  into  our  birding,  perhaps  we  should 
temper  our  enthusiasm  for  kites,  whistling- 
ducks,  andjabirus  and  consider  the  possibil- 
ity that  along  with  the  additions  to  our  local 
and  regional  checklists,  we  may  end  up  soon 
forfeiting  species  we  now  consider  reliable 
old  friends;  species  dependent  on  coastal 
marshes  and  barrier  islands,  habitats  that 
may  be  unsuitable  or  absent  if  sea  levels  con- 
tinue to  rise;  species  that  nest  in  the  Arctic, 
where  habitats  are  changing  quite  rapidly, 
and  migrate  through  our  parts  of  the  world; 
and  species  that  nest  at  lower  latitudes  only 
at  higher  elevations,  where  habitats  are  also 
changing. 

Birders,  more  so  than  other  natural  histo- 
rians and  more  so  than  almost  any  other 
group  of  citizens,  are  in  a unique  position  to 
perceive  the  changing  ranges  of  bird  species 
and  to  take  personal  and  political  action  to 
slow  the  warming  of  the  planet.  We  may  not 
all  agree  that  this  warming  process  is  entirely 
anthropogenic:  but  how  many  of  us  are  will- 
ing to  gamble  everything  by  doing  nothing? 
What  is  the  potential  price  of  inaction  versus 
the  cost  of  action?  Just  as  the  current  eco- 
nomic situation  in  the  United  States,  and 
many  other  countries,  is  without  precedent 
in  most  of  our  lifetimes,  so  too  is  the  climate’s 
warming  trend  is  something  utterly  new  to 
all  of  us.  We  may  tire  of  reading,  season  after 
season,  of  White-winged  Doves  and  Black- 
bellied  Whistling-Ducks,  but  they,  and  many 
other  species,  compel  us  to  pay  close  atten- 
tion to  the  changes  around  us  and  to  refuse 
complacency.  Our  deep  awareness,  our  wit- 
nessing these  changes  carries  within  it  an  im- 
perative to  action. 
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Editors'  Notebook 


Online  opportunities 

The  Cornell  Lab  of  Ornithology  has  an- 
nounced creation  of  a new,  free  online  refer- 
ence called  Neotropical  Birds  Online 
(<http://neotropical.birds.cornell.edu/portal/ 
home>).  This  series  of  species  accounts,  still 
very  much  a work  in  progress,  covers  species 
that  nest  in  Middle  America,  South  America, 
and  the  Caribbean.  Species  accounts  will  be 
written  by  experts  or  teams  of  experts,  and 
Cornell  welcomes  contributions  of  North 
American  Birds  editors  and  subscribers  with 
expertise  on  Neotropical  bird  species — but 
also  welcomes  contributions  of  photographs 
and  sound  recordings  to  enhance  the  online 
accounts.  Our  readership  has  made  increas- 
ingly frequent  visits  to  areas  south  of  the 
United  States  border  after  the  addition  of  the 
Baja  Peninsula,  Mexico,  and  Central  America 
regional  reports  in  this  century,  and  our  un- 
derstanding of  bird  distribution  changes  with 
each  season.  Thus  our  field  observations,  as 
well  as  documentation  of  birds  by  photo- 
graph and  sound  recording,  have  real  value  to 
a fledgling  project  such  as  this  one.  To  learn 
more  about  contributing  your  material  to  this 
remarkable  grassroots  effort,  check  the  link 
at:  <http://neotropical.birds.cornell.edu/ 
portal/1057>. 


The  Delaware  Valley  Ornithological  Club 
(DVOC),  nearly  120  years  old,  has  published 
a journal  of  ornithological  news  since  it  was 
hrst  founded  in  1890.  The  first  four  volumes 
were  entitled  Abstract  and  Proceedings  of  the 
Delaware  Valley  Ornithological  Club  but  there- 
after became  known  as  Cassinia,  of  which  70 
volumes  have  been  issued.  As  many  organiza- 
tions are  beginning  to  do,  the  Club  will  be 
posting  volumes  as  they  are  scanned  to  their 
site  (<http://www.dvoc.org/CassiniaOnLine/ 
lndex.htm>).  Thus  far,  they  have  issues  from 
1898-1899,  1931-1932,  1945,  1976,  and 
1992-1993  up.  Way  to  go,  DVOC! 

To  our  credit  and  our  debit 

In  our  previous  issue.  North  American  Birds 
featured  a long  article  entitled  “Distribution 
and  identification  of  Cackling  Goose  (Branta 
hutchinsii)  subspecies.”  Although  the  article 
was  primarily  devoted  to  defining  the  distribu- 
tion of  these  attractive  geese,  it  contained  a 
brief  foray  into  the  frontiers  of  field  identifica- 
tion, the  journal’s  first  in  quite  some  years,  and 
if  not  the  last  word  on  the  subject,  then  the  ar- 
ticle summarized  well  what  is  known  about 
these  subtle  subspecies  and  added  much  fresh, 
original  material  for  us  all  to  test  out  on  our 
own  goose  flocks.  We  are  pleased  that  the  arti- 


cle has  generated  a great  deal  of  positive  feed- 
back and  interest  in  the  birding  community 
and  indeed  is  already  being  put  to  use  by  three 
European  bird  records  committees.  Moreover, 
the  paper  has  received  kudos  from  the  scien- 
tific community.  Beyond  several  positive  re- 
sponses from  goose  biologists  working  with 
the  United  States  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  and 
the  United  States  Geological  Survey,  the  Cack- 
ling Goose  paper  will  be  used  by  biologists 
studying  white-cheeked  geese  on  Alaska’s 
North  Slope  this  summer — and  might  help 
solve  the  puzzle  of  which  white-cheeked  geese 
breed  there.  Some  of  these  geese  are  competing 
with  threatened  Spectacled  Eiders  for  breeding 
sites,  and  so  a clear  understanding  of  what 
these  geese  are  will  be  particularly  critical. 

On  the  negative  side  of  our  editorial  ledger, 
we  misstated  Ian  McLaren’s  take  on  the  Nova 
Scotia  magpie  from  last  spring  (North  Ameri- 
can Birds  62:  374):  the  correct  version  should 
read  that  “the  vividly  blue  iridescence  of  the 
bird’s  wing  coverts  and  its  calls  suggest  that  it 
might  have  been  a Eurasian  Magpie.”  Also, 
we  extend  our  apologies  to  Joe  Piotrowski  of 
Williamsburg,  Virginia,  whose  stunning  por- 
trait of  that  state’s  second  Townsend’s  Solitaire 
in  that  fair  city  (North  American  Birds  62: 
385)  was  miscredited.  © 
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OF  NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS, 

THE  ABA’S  JOURNAL  OF 
ORNITHOLOGICAL  RECORD 

Since  its  inception,  the  fund  has  allowed  for 
many  improvements  to  the  journal's  look  and 
feel.  The  journal  is  now  mailed  in  a protective 
wrapper  to  insure  its  delivery  in  one  piece. 
The  content  has  benefited  from  an  increase  in 
page  count  which  has  allowed  for  additional 
articles  with  even  more  detailed  analysis.  The 
amount  of  color  pages  has  increased  which 
has  allowed  for  expanded  Pictorial  Highlights 
and  an  occasional  Photo  Salon. 

All  of  this  has  been  made  possible 
with  your  generous  contributions. 

There  are  more  plans  in  the  works  for  future 
issues  but  the  fund  does  need  your  continued 
support.  To  become  a “Friend  of  NAB”,  simply 
donate  $50  or  more.  Each  "Friend  of  NAB" 
will  be  recognized  annually  in  the  first  issue 
of  each  volume  of  North  American  Birds. 


Send  donations  to: 

The  Friends  of  NAB,  ABA, 
4945  N.  30th  Street,  Suite  200 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  80919-3151 


STANDARD 
ABBREVIATIONS  AND 
SYMBOLS  USED  IN  THE 
REGIONAL  REPORTS 


* 

specimen  collected 

+ 

bird(s)  seen  through  end  of  period 

t 

written  details  on  file 

A,F.B. 

Air  Force  Base 

acc. 

accepted  by  records  committee 

A.R.C. 

Avian  Records  Committee 

b. 

banded 

8.B.S. 

Breeding  Bird  Survey 

B.O. 

Bird  Observatory 

8.R.C. 

Bird  Records  Committee 

C.A. 

Conservation  Area 

C.B.C. 

Christmas  Bird  Count 

C.P. 

County  Park 

cm 

centimeter(s) 

Cr. 

Creek 

Ft. 

Fort 

G.C. 

Golf  Course 

G.P. 

Game  Preserve 

Hwy. 

Highway 

I.  (Is.) 

Island(s),  Isle(s) 

imm.  (imms.) 

immature(s) 

Jet. 

Junction 

juv.  (juvs.) 

juvenal  [plumage];  juvenile(s) 

km 

kilometer(s) 

L. 

Lake 

mm 

millimeter(s) 

m.ob. 

many  (or  multiple)  observers 

Ml  (Mts.) 

Mount/Mountain  (Mountains) 

N.A. 

Nature  Area,  Natural  Area 

N.F. 

National  Forest 

N.M. 

National  Monument 

N.P 

National  Park 

N.S. 

National  Seashore 

N.W.R. 

National  Wildlife  Refuge 

p.a. 

pending  acceptance 

P.P. 

Provincial  Park 

Pen. 

Peninsula 

ph. 

photographed  (by  + initials) 

Pt. 

Point  (not  Port) 

R. 

River 

R.A. 

Recreation(al)  Area 

R.8.A. 

Rare  Bird  Alert 

R.P. 

Regional  Park 

R.S. 

Regional  Shoreline 

Res. 

Reservoir 

Rte. 

Route 

S.8. 

State  Beach 

S.F. 

State  Forest 

S.G.A. 

State  Game  Area 

S.P. 

State  Park 

S.R.A. 

State  Recreation  Area 

S.R. 

State  Reserve 

S.W.A. 

State  Wildlife  Area 

S.T.P. 

Sewage  Treatment  Plant/Pond 

subad.  (subads.) 

subadult(s) 

Twp. 

Township 

v.r. 

voice  recording  (by  + initials) 

vt. 

videotape  (by  + initials) 

W.A. 

Wildlife  Area 

W.M.A. 

Wildlife  Management  Area 

W.T.P. 

(Waste)water  Treatment  Plant/Pond 

Italics  indicate  name  of  county,  parish,  or  municipality. 
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Bruce  Mactavish 


as  breeding  in  the  Grand  Codroy  R.,  NF  estu- 
ary when  a small  colony  containing  several 
nests  with  young  was  discovered  (Patricia 
Cousins),  the  hrst  breeding  record  for  the 
province.  Nova  Scotia  had  totals  of  5 Great 
Egrets,  3 Little  Blue  Herons,  and  single  Yel- 
low-crowned Night-Herons  at  Voglers  Cove  8 
Jun  (fide  UH)  and  Clarks  Harbour  (MN).  A 
Cattle  Egret  was  at  Wellington,  PEI  for  most 
of  Jun  (fide  DS).  Good  summer  counts  of 
Turkey  Vulture  from  Nova  Scotia  were  15  at 
Brier  1.  15  Jun  (EM)  and  15  at  Bridgetown  18 
Jul  (fide  UH).  Rare  summer  sightings  of  Red- 
shouldered Hawks  were  4 suhads.  soaring  in 
a kettle  of  late  Broad-winged  Hawks  and 
Turkey  Vultures  over  Brier  I.,  NS  14  Jun  (EM) 
and  an  ad.  at  Windsor,  NS  21  Jun  (RS).  The 
only  reported  Sandhill  Crane  was  observed 
nw.  of  Souris,  PEI  25  Jul  (Carolyn  Gallant). 


It  was  a wet  summer  across  the  Region. 
There  were  no  obvious  effects  on  breeding 
birds  due  to  the  excessive  rain  and  short- 
age of  sun.  Breeding  bird  atlas  work  turned  up 
a few  interesting  sightings,  the  most  notable 
being  a significant  increase  in  Pine  Warblers 
in  New  Brunswick  and  one  singing  male  in 
Nova  Scotia.  Rarities  were  few  for  the  summer 
season,  which  often  produces  some  of  the 
most  spectacular  rarities  of  the  year.  New- 
foundland had  its  first  Painted  Bunting  and 
very  rare  Sandwich  and  Roseate  Terns,  Labra- 
dor had  a Blue  Grosbeak,  and  Nova  Scotians 
found  an  American  White  Pelican,  a Royal 
Tern,  and  a Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CRANES 

An  unseasonable  Snow  Goose  arrived  at  St. 
Pierre,  SPM  7 Jul  and  took  up  residence  with 
a flock  of  domestic  geese  for  the  rest  of  the 
month  (RE  et  al).  At  the  species  s.  outpost, 
two  pairs  of  Red-throated  Loons  with  broods 
were  located  on  Langlade,  SPM  during  Jul 
(RE).  Cory’s  Shearwaters  are  part  of  the  ma- 
rine avifauna  in  s.  sections  of  the  Region.  Eric 
Mills  saw  up  to  4 daily  from  a research  vessel 
working  at  the  continental  shelf  edge  s.  of 
Halifax,  NS  17-25  Jul.  Spectacular  concentra- 
tions of  shearwaters  are  the  rule  along  the  s. 
Avalon  Pen.  during  capelin  spawning  season. 
Dave  Shepherd  estimated  100,000+  shearwa- 
ters (90%  Sooty,  10%  Greater)  from  shore  at 
Portugal  Cove  South  21  Jul.  Ten  days  later  at 
nearby  St.  Shotts,  there  were  an  estimated 
50,000  shearwaters  sitting  on  a calm  ocean 
with  a species  composition  of  80%  Greater 
and  20%  Sooty  Shearwaters  (BMt). 

An  American  White  Pelican  was  a one-day 
wonder  at  Ogdens  Pond,  Antigonish,  NS  21 
Jun  (Greg  Lukeman).  After  years  of  specula- 
tion, Great  Blue  Heron  was  finally  confirmed 


SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

An  American  Golden-Plover  at  Miquelon,  SPM 
3 Jun  was  the  2nd  spring  sighting  for  the 
French  Islands  (LJ).  An  ad.  Common  Ringed 
Plover  was  well  described  at  Eddies  Cove  East, 
NF  27  Jul  QG,  IG);  the  species  has  been  seen 
annually  in  recent  years  in  Newfoundland.  A 
pair  of  Semipalmated  Plovers  with  2 chicks  at 
Cape  Sable  L,  NS  5 Jul  was  at  the  only  known 
breeding  site  in  that  province  (MN).  The  same 
location  is  the  only  known  breeding  site  for 
American  Oystercatcher  in  the  Region;  this 
year,  three  pairs  each  produced  3 young  (MN 
et  al).  The  Black-necked  Stilt  at  St.  Shotts,  NF 
found  on  31  May  remained  until  8 Jun  (BMt  et 
al.).  A pair  of  Willets  again  spent  the  early  part 
of  the  summer  at  Renews,  NF  but  did  not 
breed.  An  early  Stilt  Sandpiper  was  at  Cape 
Sable  L,  NS  13  Jul  QN).  An  American  Wood- 
cock calling  at  near  Rocky  Harbour,  NF  4 Jun 
was  n.  of  the  restricted  breeding  range  in  the 
sw.  corner  of  the  province  (TL).  An  above-av- 
erage total  of  4 Ruffs  was  reported:  a white 
male  at  St.John’s  5 Jun  (TJ),  one  at  Sable  L,  NS 
26  Jun-2  Jul  (ZL),  one  at  Three  Fathom  Har- 
bour, NS  24  Jul  (ED),  and  one  at  Covehead, 
PEI  4 Jul  (DS),  the  4th  provincial  record. 

South  Polar  Skua  is  rarely  reported  in  Nova 
Scotia,  probably  because  there  are  few  oppor- 
tunities to  get  offshore.  One  was  well  observed 
on  the  Continental  Shelf  edge  s.  of  Halifax,  NS 
18  Jul  (EM),  and  the  species  was  recorded 
nearly  daily,  with  up  to  15  individuals  per  day, 
on  the  e.  edge  of  the  Grand  Banks,  NF  during 
Jul  (BMt).  Totals  of  the  under-reported  Laugh- 
ing Gull  were  3 in  Nova  Scotia  and  5 in  New- 
foundland. Far  more  unusual  was  an  ad. 
Franklin’s  Gull  at  Morien  Bar,  Cape  Breton  L, 
NS  28  Jun  (CM,  AM).  A first-cycle  Little  Gull 
was  found  by  a Field  Guides  tour  group  at  St. 
Vincents,  NF  3 Jul  (Chris  Benesh  et  al.).  The 


species  is  nearly  annual  in  that  province,  with 
most  occurring  in  midsummer. 

Above-average  numbers  of  mid-summer 
Caspian  Terns  in  Prince  Edward  Island  in- 
cluded a count  of  19  at  Covehead  4 Jul  (DS). 
A Royal  Tern  was  a rarity  at  Western  Head 
near  Liverpool,  NS  5 Jul  (EM),  particularly  in 
the  absence  of  any  tropical  storm  activity. 
Newfoundland’s  2nd  and  3rd  Sandwich  Terns 
were  both  far  offshore  and  curiously  only  a 
few  kilometers  apart.  The  first  was  pho- 
tographed on  a vessel  300  km  e.  of  Cape  Race 
27  Jun  (BMt).  The  other,  identifiably  different 
in  photographs,  died  on  a shrimp  trawler  in 
late  Jun  in  the  same  area  (fide  PL).  An  ad. 
Roseate  Tern  at  Renews,  Avalon  Pen.,  NF  7 
Jul  was  just  the  2nd  for  the  province,  though 
the  species  should  be  watched  for  at  Common 
and  Arctic  Tern  colonies  (Tom  Hince  et  al.). 
Out-of-season  Dovekies  were  at  Baccaro,  NS 

27  Jul  QH)  and  off  Langlade,  SPM  21  Jul  (LJ). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

Newfoundland’s  6th  and  7th  White-winged 
Doves  were  one-day  feeder  visitors  pho- 
tographed at  Stephenville  Crossing  15  Jul 
(Terry  Downey)  and  at  St.  Shotts  23  Jul  (Don- 
na Hewitt).  A singing  Black-billed  Cuckoo  at 
St.  John’s,  NF  19  Jun  provided  a rare  summer 
record  for  the  province  (Otto  Warren).  Breed- 
ing bird  atlas  work  in  Nova  Scotia  resulted  in 
finding  of  11  territorial  Willow  Flycatchers,  a 
scarce  provincial  species  (fide  HT).  Prince  Ed- 
ward Island’s  5th  Great  Crested  Flycatcher 
was  at  Kingston  1 Jul  (Scott  Makepeace).  A 
Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  was  present  briefly 
on  Brier  L,  NS  29  Jun  (Robbie  Denton).  A 
singing  White-eyed  Vireo  in  second-growth 
birch  and  larch  in  the  middle  of  a clear  cut 
area  near  Parrsboro,  Cumberland,  NS  21  Jun 
was  preposterous  (ST);  the  species  is  typically 
recorded  only  as  a rare  autumn  vagrant  in  the 
Region.  Two  Purple  Martins  at  Little  Liscomb 
Harbour,  NS  raised  hopes  that  the  species  may 
attempt  a comeback  as  a nesting  species  in  the 
province  (SB).  A vagrant  Purple  Martin  was  at 
St.  Pierre,  SPM  10  & 17  Jun  (LJ).  A rare  sum- 
mer Carolina  Wren  was  reported  at  Caven- 
dish, PEI  31  Jul  (Sean  Blaney).  A singing 
House  Wren  was  in  w.  Nova  Scotia  at  Pubnico 
22-23  Jun  (EMU).  Late  migrant  Northern 
Wheatears  were  at  Cape  Spear,  NF  1 Jim  (TJ) 
and  at  Langlade,  SPM  8 Jun  (LJ  et  al.) 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Warblers  not  yet  proven  to  nest  in  Newfound- 
land but  singing  in  suitable  habitat  were  a 
Chestnut-sided  Warbler  at  Cape  Ray  (DB),  a 
Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  at  Barachois  P.P. 

28  Jun  (TL),  and  a Canada  Warbler  at  Rocky 
Harbour  5 Jun  (TL).  Breeding  bird  atlas  work 
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in  New  Brunswick  has  detected  a dramatic  in- 
crease in  Pine  Warbler  in  pine  forests  through- 
out the  province  (fide  ST).  Tingley  found  a ter- 
ritorial Pine  Warbler  just  across  the  border  in 
Nova  Scotia  at  the  Chignecto  Game  Sanctuary, 
where  the  species  is  not  known  to  have  nested. 
Two  possible  Saltmarsh  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows 
were  observed  at  Mavillette  Beach,  Yannouth 
NS  3 Jun  (DS);  the  species  nests  only  330  km 
away  in  Maine.  A male  Lapland  Longspur  pho- 
tographed at  Cape  Spear,  NF  2 Jul  was  com- 
pletely out  of  season  (Gene  Herzberg).  A fe- 


male Blue  Grosbeak  photographed  in  se. 
Labrador  at  a St.  Lewis  5 Jun  furnished  the  2nd 
record  for  Labrador  (Eva  Luther).  Newfound- 
land’s first  Painted  Bunting  was  a male  nicely 
photographed  during  its  two-hour  stay  at  a 
Stephenville  Crossing  feeder  1 Jun  (fide  BMt). 
Seven  singing  Indigo  Buntings,  mainly  sub- 
ads.,  were  in  Nova  Scotia  during  the  period 
(fide  IM);  one  at  Langlade,  SPM  was  a late 
spring  stray  (LJ).  A rare  spring  Yellow-headed 
Blackbird  was  present  5-8  Jun  at  a feeder  in 
Bay  de  Verde,  NF  (fide  BMt). 


Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Suzanne  Borkowski,  Dave  Brown,  Eliz- 
abeth Doull,  Roger  Etcheberry,  James  Hirtle, 
Dili  Hoger,  Laurent  Jackson,  Terry  James, 
Tina  Leonard,  Paul  Lineger,  Bruce  Mactavish 
(BMt),  Ian  McLaren,  Cathy  &Allan  Murrant, 
Johnnie  Nickerson,  Murray  Newall,  David 
Seeler  (DS),  Stuart  Tingley,  Hans  Toom.  O 


Bruce  Mactavish,  37  Waterford  Bridge  Road 
St.  John's,  Newfoundland  A1E 1C5 
(bruce.mactavish1@nf.sympatico.ca) 


Quebec 


1 


• Malagatni 


•Amos 

L Sainl-JeaitU 

Tadou$$ac< 
Cap-Tourmente 

Marie*  Mont-*  Quebec  City* 
Laurier  Berlhierville, 


• Rouyn 


Cap-Tourmente* 
Quebec  City* 
Berthierville, 

Montreal*^^  jA/ictoriaville 


Gatineau 


Pierre  Bannon 
Olivier  Barden 
Normand  David 
Samuel  Denault 
Yves  Aubry 


For  most  of  the  residents  of  southern 
Quebec,  it  was  a cool  and  wet  summer. 
But  official  figures  probably  represent  a 
more  rigorous  way  to  look  at  climatological 
data.  According  to  Environment  Canada, 
temperatures  were  near  normal  in  southern 
Quebec,  slightly  above  normal  on  the  lower 
North  Shore,  and  much  above  normal  in 
Nunavik.  Some  parts  of  northern  Quebec 
were  over  4°  C above  normal.  Precipitation 
was  indeed  above  normal  in  southern 
Quebec,  but  it  was  rather  dry  on  the  Gaspe 
Peninsula  and  on  the  lower  North  Shore.  Pre- 
cipitation levels  were  close  to  normal  for  the 
remaining  parts  of  the  Region.  Mostly  cloudy 
skies  and  torrential  rains  were  reported  local- 
ly in  late  July,  during  summer  vacation,  which 
gave  many  people  the  impression  that  the 


summer  was  unpleasant. 

The  extraordinary  fair  weather  in  northern 
Quebec  probably  resulted  in  an  excellent 
breeding  season  for  passerines  nesting  far 
north.  On  the  other  hand,  flooding  due  to  the 
late  melting  of  the  snow  created  poor  breed- 
ing conditions  in  June  for  ducks  in  the  south 
and  in  the  boreal  forest. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

A pair  of  Cackling  Geese  accompanied  by  4 
young  was  photographed  at  Povungnituk, 
Nunavik  (R.  Cotter).  Again  this  year,  some 
Trumpeter  Swans  strayed  into  w.  Quebec, 
where  3 showed  up  at  Campbell’s  Bay  along 
the  Ottawa  R.  10-11  Jun  (ph.  A.  Desrochers) 
and  2 at  Rapide-Danseur,  Abitibi  1-16  Jun  (B. 
Harvey,  S.  Brais,  N.  Cliche).  Several  groups  of 
Wild  Turkeys  were  seen  in  the 
Grenville-Lachute-Morin  Heights  triangle 
(Lower  Laurentians)  throughout  the  summer 
(B.  Barnhurst).  With  an  estimated  121,000  in- 
dividuals, the  Bonaventure  1.  colony  of  North- 
ern Gannets  is  now  considered  the  largest  in 
the  world  and  the  most  accessible  (R. 
Plourde);  other  species  are  clearly  on  the  in- 
crease in  the  Gaspe  region  as  well,  though 
Herring  Gull,  Common  Tern,  and  Common 
Murre  numbers  are  depressed  here  (Table  1). 
It  was  another  good  summer  for  the  American 
White  Pelican,  with  singles  at  Roberval  1 Jun 
(D.  Dolbec),  Saint-Fulgence  8-9  Jun  (C. 
Cormier,  GS),  Alma  10  Jun  (M.  Maltais),  Les 
Escoumins  8 Jul  (SD  et  al.),  Forillon  9 Jul 
(DG),  Gaspe  18-19  Jul  Q-  Rioux,  m.ob.),  and 
Maskinonge  31  Jul  (C.  Schools). 

Out-of-range  Great  Egrets  included  one  at 
Saguenay  23  Jun  (M.  & S.  Tremblay),  one  in 
the  boreal  forest  several  hundred  km  n.  of 
Lac  Saint-Jean  mid-Jul-early  Aug  (D.  Clouti- 
er, R.  Noel),  and  one  at  Douglastown  31  Jul 
(C.  & E Francoeur).  A Cattle  Egret  bright- 


ened Sainte-Anne-du-Lac  11  Jun  (H.  Con- 
stantineau).  A nest  of  Turkey  Vultures  con- 
taining 2 young  was  discovered  at  Laterriere 
23  Jul,  the  first  nest  for  the  Saguenay-Lac 
Saint-Jean  region  (R.  Bouchard).  Single  Swal- 
low-tailed Kites  identified  in  flight  at  Quebec 
City  8 Jun  (C.  Simard)  and  at  Sacre-Coeur  30 
Jul  (R.  Pintiaux)  provided  the  3rd  and  4th 
Regional  records. 

ft  would  seem  redundant  to  detail  all  the 
sightings  of  Sandhill  Crane  for  s.  Quebec 
again  this  season;  suffice  to  say  that  nesting 
was  confirmed  at  Kazabazua  (M.  Lalancette  et 
al.)  and  at  Shavwille  (MG).  A Marbled  God- 
wit  turned  up  at  Sainte-Anne-de-Sorel  21-22 
Jun  (J.  Lemoyne).  A female  Wilson’s 
Phalarope  at  Val-d’Or  (R.  Gauthier  et  al.)  and 
a male  at  Amos  (P.  Perreault),  both  on  15  Jun, 
were  out  of  range.  Only  2 Black-headed  Gulls 
were  reported  away  from  the  Magdalen  Is., 
while  4 or  5 Laughing  Gulls  were  located  in  e. 
Quebec.  Four  Franklin’s  Gulls  were  also  re- 
ported throughout  the  summer.  Strayed  Com- 
mon Murres  were  identified  at  Quebec  City  1 
Jul  (L.  Messely,  J.  Goulet)  and  at  Riviere- 
Ouelle  5-12  Jul  (C.  Auchu,  C.  Girard). 


Table  1 . Trends  in  the  number  of  breeding  seabirds  on  the 
Gaspe  Peninsula  since  1979. 


Species /Year 

2008 

1979 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

7410 

2443 

Great  Cormorant 

179 

16 

Ring-billed  Gull 

2075 

0 

Herring  Gull 

3323 

9792 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

1246 

1337  (1989) 

Common  Tern 

453 

2407(1989) 

Common  Murre 

17,764 

28,664  (2002) 

Razorbill 

2909 

352 

Data  provided  by  JF.  Rail  of  the  Canadian  Wildlife  Service. 

Population  sizes  are  given  in  pairs  except  for  Razorbill. 
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DOVES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A White-winged  Dove  was  an  exciting  find  at 
Saint-Thomas-de-Joliette  13-15  Jun  (ph.  N. 
Couloinbe).  Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  were  dis- 
covered at  three  different  locations  in  the 
Gatineau  Park  in  Jun,  including  a pair  at  Ruis- 
seau  Meech  29  Jun  (fide  DT).  A Whip-poor- 
will  at  Rouyn-Noranda  21  Jun  was  n.  of  the 
species’  known  breeding  range  (LI).  Although 
not  unprecedented,  a Willow  Flycatcher  at 
Saint-Jules-de-Cascapedia  25  Jun  was  remark- 
ably far  e.  of  usual  areas  (F  Gagnon,  JE.  Jou- 
bert).  Tufted  Titmice  were  finally  confirmed 
breeding  in  the  Quebec  City  area,  with  2 ads. 
and  2 young  found  at  Montmagny  5-29  Jul 
(G.  Poisson);  it  is  likely  that  the  species  nest- 
ed elsewhere  in  the  St.  Lawrence  R.  valley  in 
the  wake  of  last  fall’s  exceptional  irruption. 
Wayward  Fiouse  Wrens  were  found  at  Saint- 
Gedeon  24-28  Jun  Q-  Ibarzabal,  R.  Claveau  et 
al.)  and  at  Saint- Anaclet  2 Jul-t  (R.  Pelletier  et 
al.).  A Sedge  Wren  made  a rare  twenty-first- 
century  appearance  in  the  Quebec  City  area 
14-21  Jun  at  Cap  Tourmente  (D.  Campeau). 
Northern  Mockingbirds  were  reported  widely, 
as  usual,  with  evidence  of  breeding  at  Pointe- 
au-Pere  in  Jun  (J.  Boulva)  and  a most  surpris- 
ing report  from  the  lower  North  Shore  at 


Natashquan  12  Jul  (F  Gallant,  N.  Pelletier,  M. 
Forest-Tremblay) . 

A survey  of  Golden-winged  Warblers  con- 
ducted in  a small  section  of  the  Huntingdon 
area  in  early  summer  resulted  in  an  encour- 
aging total  of  9 singing  males  (FB  et  al.). 
Three  Connecticut  Warbler  nests  were  dis- 
covered at  Normandin  this  summer  Q-  Ibarz- 
abal et  al);  there  is  but  one  previous  nest 
record  in  the  province,  dating  back  to  1976  in 
Abitibi.  A singing  male  Connecticut  Warbler 
in  suitable  habitat  at  Bergeronnes  13  Jun  sug- 
gests breeding  could  be  possible  in  the  North 
Shore  at  a stone’s  throw  from  the  St. 
Lawrence  estuary  (ph.  J.-G.  Beaulieu).  A tail- 
less male  Lark  Bunting  was  photographed  at 
Baie-Trinite  7 Jun  (D.  Dion),  the  5th  record 
for  the  North  Shore.  Eight  Grasshopper  Spar- 
rows were  discovered  at  Elgin  in  Jun,  a 
healthy  figure  for  this  local  and  declining 
species  in  Monteregie  (FB  et  al.).  A Le  Conte’s 
Sparrow  at  Shawville  23  Jul  was  a first  record 
for  the  Outaouais  region  (ph.  MG).  A North- 
ern Cardinal  was  at  Val-d’Or  5-9  Jul  (C. 
Siano).  An  Orchard  Oriole  at  Forillon  Park  2 
Jun  (DG)  was  likely  the  same  bird  found  in 
May  at  the  same  site.  White-winged  Cross- 
bills were  reported  widely  through  s.  Quebec, 


even  outside  their  usual  conifer-dominated 
haunts,  in  low  to  moderate  numbers  starting 
in  midsummer. 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): P.  Bannon  (Montreal),  M.  Berlinguette 
(Haute-Yamaska),  E Bussieres,  C.  Douville 
(Lower-St.  Lawrence),  R.  Fortin  (Lower  St. 
Lawrence),  D.  Gagne,  M.  Gauthier,  L.  Imbeau 
(Abitibi),  J.  Lachance  (Quebec  City),  P. 
Poulin  (Gaspesie),  A.  Richard  (Magdalen  Is.), 
C.  Roy  (Bois-Francs),  G.  Savard  (Saguenay- 
Lac-Saint-Jean),  D.  Toussaint  (Outaouais).  © 
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New  England 
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June  witnessed  some  of  the  warmest 
weather  in  many  years  (e.g.,  in  Rhode  Is- 
land it  was  the  second  warmest  June  since 
1895).  A searing  heat  wave  during  the  first 
third  of  the  month  saw  temperatures  reach 
98°  F near  Boston,  which  eclipsed  by  6°  F a 
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previous  record  set  in  1984.  Despite  some  sig- 
nificant rainfall  in  northern  New  England, 
conditions  by  month’s  end  were  essentially 
drought-like  in  southern  parts  of  the  Region. 
Warm  conditions  generally  prevailed  into 
July,  but  unlike  the  previous  month,  July  was 
wet.  Abundant  rainfall  gave  Vermont  the 
third  wettest  July  in  114  years,  while  New 
Hampshire  and  Massachusetts  marked  their 
fifth  wettest  ever.  The  most  dramatic  weather 
event  was  a tornado  in  New  Hampshire  on  24 
July  that  produced  winds  up  to  135  mph  and 
downed  thousands  of  trees.  It’s  anyone’s  guess 
what  impact  such  events  may  have  had  on 
nesting  bird  populations. 

In  spite  of  very  hot  weather  early  in  the  sea- 
son and  very  wet  weather  later  on,  nesting  ac- 
tivity did  not  seem  to  be  seriously  interrupted 
by  the  elements.  For  example.  Great  Egret, 
Glossy  Ibis,  Bald  Eagle,  Peregrine  Falcon,  and 
Least  Tern  actually  all  had  a spectacular  breed- 
ing season.  Disappointing  productivity  con- 
tinued for  Common  Loons  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  also  for  certain  colonial  waterbirds 
at  selected  coastal  sites,  but  most  species  ap- 
peared to  enjoy  a successful  breeding  season. 


Increasing  exploration  of  offshore  waters  con- 
tinues to  produce  interesting  seabird  records, 
and  nesting  species  produce  new  surprises 
every  year.  This  season’s  first  Regional  breed- 
ing occurrences  were  Redhead  in  Maine  and 
Mississippi  Kite  in  New  Hampshire  and  Con- 
necticut. Additionally,  first  state  nesting 
records  were  established  for  Bald  Eagle  in  Ver- 
mont, Merlin  in  Massachusetts,  and  Yellow- 
bellied  Sapsucker  in  Rhode  Island.  First  Re- 
gional rarity  occurrences  (if  accepted  by  the 
appropriate  state  records  committees)  includ- 
ed Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck  in  Massa- 
chusetts and  Kirtland’s  Warbler  in  Maine. 

Abbreviations:  B.O.  (Bird  Obseiyer),  B.B.C. 
(Brookline  Bird  Club),  Brothers  1.  (Brothers 
Island,  off  Jonesport,  Washington,  ME), 
Charlestown  Breachway  (Charlestown,  Wcjs/i- 
ington,  RI),  G.O.M.S.W.G.  (Gulf  of  Maine 
Seabird  Working  Group),  M.D.I.EW  (Maine 
Division  of  Inland  Fish  and  Wildlife), 
M.A.R.C.  (Massachusetts  Avian  Records 
Committee),  M.A.S.  (Maine  Audubon  Socie- 
ty), M.D.F.W.  (Massachusetts  Division  of 
Fisheries  and  Wildlife),  M.M.R.  (Massachu- 
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setts  Military  Reservation,  Barnstable,  MA), 
N.H.E.S.R  (Massachusetts  Natural  Heritage 
and  Endangered  Species  Program),  N.H.EG. 
(New  Hampshire  Fish  and  Game),  N.  & S. 
Monomoy  1.  (Monomoy  N.W.R.,  Chatham, 
Barnstable,  MA),  Plum  L (Parker  River 
N.W.R.,  Newbury/Rowley  Essex,  MA),  S.M.L. 
(Shoals  Marine  Lab),  South  Beach  (Chatham, 
Barnstable,  MA),  Stellwagen  Bank  (Stellwagen 
Bank  National  Marine  Sanctuary),  Stratton  1. 
(Saco,  York,  ME),  Tuckernuck  1.  (Tuckernuck 
I.  off  Nantucket  I.,  MA),  U.S.EW.S.  (United 
States  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service). 


(DL).  Always  an  uncommon  and  local  Region- 
al breeder,  a nesting  pair  of  Northern  Shovel- 
ers  at  Stratton  1.,  Cumberland,  ME  was  notable 
(fide  LS).  Of  greater  signihcance  was  the  hrst 
conhrmed  breeding  of  Redhead  in  New  Eng- 
land. Though  Redheads  have  been  noted  lin- 
gering into  early  summer  in  the  vicinity  of  L. 
Josephine,  Easton,  Aroostook,  ME  for  the  past 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH  HERONS 

One  of  the  more  spectacular  occurrences  of 
the  season  was  the  disappointingly  ephemeral 
appearance  of  9 Black-bellied  Whistling- 
Ducks  at  Ipswich,  Essex,  MA  6Jun  (E  Perler,  j. 
Style  et  al,  ph.  P.  Brown).  This  flock  was  al- 
most certainly  the  same  group  that  appeared  at 
County  Harbour,  Giiysborougb,  NS  24  May-4 
Jun,  as  conhrmed  by  a distinctive  bill  abnor- 
mality on  one  of  the  ducks.  If  accepted  by  the 
M.A.R.C.,  this  occurrence  would  represent  a 
hrst  conhrmation  for  the  Region,  there  being 
only  one  previous  report  in  1999  of  an  indi- 
vidual of  unknown  provenance  in  Massachu- 
setts. Given  the  recent  explosion  of  this 
species  in  the  se.  United  States,  wild  origin 
seems  likely  A single  banded  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Duck  at  Litchheld,  Litchfield,  CT  12 
Jun  was  determined  to  have  escaped  from  a 
waterfowl  collection  at  Broadalbin,  Saratoga, 
NY  (fide  GH).  Signihcantly  out  of  season,  and 
showing  no  indication  that  it  had  been  a cap- 
tive, was  a Greater  White-fronted  Goose  at 


The  Redhead  brood  was  discovered  by  Bill  Sheehan  in  near  Lake  Josephine,  Easton,  Aroostook  County,  Maine  26  July  2008, 
furnishing  the  first  breeding  record  for  New  England.  Photograph  by  Bill  Sheehart. 


Nantucket  I.  on  the  inexplicable  dates  of  14- 
30  Jun  (D.  Lang).  Less  unusual  but  no  less 
tardy  was  a Snow  Goose  at  S.  Burlington,  Chit- 
tenden, VT  22  Jun  (TM).  A breeding  pair  of 
Mute  Swans  at  Kittery,  York  continues  to  con- 
stitute Maine’s  entire  breeding  population 


year  or  two,  it  was  not  until  this  year,  on  26 
Jul,  that  a female  with  13  ducklings  (ph.  BS) 
conhrmed  breeding  in  the  state.  Seasonally 
unusual  waterfowl  included  a drake  King  Ei- 
der at  Pasque  1.  in  Buzzards  Bay  13  Jun  (C. 
Mostello,  S.  Melvin);  single  Bufheheads  at 


These  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  at  Ipswich,  Massachusetts  6 June  2008  were  part  of  a modest  movement  of  the  species 
north  and  east  of  its  range  in  summer  2008.  Photograph  by  Phil  Brown. 


West  Haven,  New  Haven,  CT  8 Jun  (NB)  and  S. 
Carver,  Plymouth,  MA  16 Jun  a Common 
Goldeneye  at  Milford,  New  Haven,  CT  20  Jun 
(J.  Ogren);  a Long-tailed  Duck  at  Napatree  Pt., 
Westerly,  Washington,  RI  9-15  Jul  (RL);  and 
single  Ruddy  Ducks  at  Seabrook,  Rockingham, 
NH  29  Jun  (L.  Medlock)  and  Chestnut  Hill, 
Sii/folk,  MA7Jul  (G.  Heck). 

Spruce  Grouse,  one  of  the  rarest  and  most 
elusive  regular  breeding  species  in  n.  New 
England,  has  been  on  the  endangered  species 
list  in  Vermont  since  1988.  With  a state  pop- 
ulation estimated  at  only  200  individuals,  a 
plan  initiated  by  the  Vermont  Wildlife  De- 
partment this  summer  to  translocate  30-60 
Spruce  Grouse  from  Maine  and  Quebec  to 
Vermont's  Victory  Basin  W.M.A.  in  the  state’s 
Northeast  Kingdom,  Essex  is  meritorious  (fide 
D.  Govatski).  If  successful,  this  restoration 
could  lead  to  the  removal  of  this  boreal  chick- 
en from  the  state’s  endangered  species  list.  For 
the  2nd  year  in  a row,  productivity  of  nesting 
Common  Loons  declined  in  New  Hampshire. 
Although  the  state  had  a record  high  of  240 
territorial  pairs,  only  160  actually  nested  and 
produced  95  chicks,  down  from  the  103 
young  produced  last  year.  Particularly  dis- 
tressing is  the  fact  that  only  7 young  were 
produced  on  the  Granite  State’s  most  impor- 
tant loon  lakes  (Squam,  Umbagog,  and  Win- 
nipesaukee),  tying  the  record  for  all-time 
lows  set  in  1975  and  1980.  While  an  average 
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This  possible  Scopoli's  Shearwater  (the  Mediterranean  subspecies  of  Cory's  Shearwa- 
ter) was  seen  near  Atlantic  Canyon  along  the  shelf  break  south  of  Martha's  Vineyard, 
Massachusetts  19  July  2008.  Photograph  by  Jeremiah  Trimble. 

of  0.4  young  per  pair  is  inauspicious,  it  is 
noteworthy  that  nearly  50%  of  the  loon 
chicks  hatched  in  2008  benefited  frorn  the 
construction  of  artificial  nesting  rafts,  posting 
of  signage,  and  other  related  forms  of  volun- 
teer monitoring  (J.  Cooley,  H.  Vogel,  Loon 
Preservation  Committee).  Heavy  rain  in  Jul, 
significant  predation,  ingestion  of  lead  fishing 
sinkers,  and  disturbance  from  humans  and 
other  loons  (!)  were  all  posited  as  reasons  for 
declining  productivity.  In  Vermont,  61  out  of 
74  territorial  pairs  of  Common  Loons  pro- 
duced 55  surviving  chicks  (E.  Hanson,  fide 
JN).  Not  unprecedented  but  nonetheless  very 
unusual  was  a Pacihc  Loon  at  Plum  1.  4 Jun 
(TW).  Late-lingering  grebes  included  4 
Horned  Grebes  at  Revere  Beach,  Suffolk  11  Jul 
(A.  Birch)  and  a single  throughout  the  period 
at  Rye,  Rockingham  (fide  TV),  plus  2 Red- 
necked Grebes  at  Revere  Beach  24  jun  (RS). 

For  the  first  summer  in  several  years,  Cory’s 
Shearwaters  penetrated  in  numbers  into  the 
cool  boreal  waters  n.  of  Cape  Cod  and  s.  por- 
tions of  the  Gulf  of  Maine.  Typically  associat- 
ed with  warm.  Gulf  Stream-influenced  surface 
waters,  14  Cory’s  Shearwaters  at  Stellwagen 
Bank  28  Jun  (PT)  presaged  the  dozens  that 
were  daily  recorded  by  whale-watching  trips 
departing  from  Massachusetts  seaports  during 
Jul.  Peak  counts  were  350  and  1000-h  at  Stell- 
wagen Bank  25  & 31  Jul  (ID,  LS),  respective- 
ly. Nine  Cory’s  Shearwaters  even  made  it  to  the 
waters  off  Rye,  Rockingham,  NH  25  Jul  (E. 

Masterson).  A chartered  pelagic  trip  to  the 
shelf  break  s.  of  Martha’s  Vineyard  near  At- 


lantis Canyon  19  Jul  recorded 
what  were  thought  to  represent 
4 of  the  Mediterranean  (nomi- 
nate) subspecies  of  Cory’s 
Shearwater  (B.B.C.,  RH  et  al). 
Despite  compelling  evidence 
for  the  occurrence  of  this  sub- 
species (sometimes  called 
Scopoli’s  Shearwater)  in  Re- 
gional waters  obtained  in  2006, 
the  only  incontrovertible  evi- 
dence of  the  occurrence  of  this 
subspecies  in  North  America 
comes  from  five  early  twenti- 
eth-century specimens  from 
New  York  (Bull’s  Birds  of  New 
York  State,  Levine  ed.  1998). 
Other  tubenoses  were  present 
in  typical  numbers,  though  a 
tally  of  1000-r  Greater  Shear- 
waters at  Stellwagen  Bank  8 Jul 
(PT)  was  a respectable  tally  for 
that  location.  Despite  tantaliz- 
ing evidence  of  possible  breed- 
ing of  Manx  Shearwaters  in 
Boston  Harbor  presented  in  the 
spring  report,  efforts  to  locate  a nesting  loca- 
tion in  Jun  were  unsuccessful  (RS  et  al.).  As 
with  the  Boston  Red  Sox,  wait  until  next  year! 
A count  of  6700  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrels  at 
Stellwagen  Bank  19  Jul  (PT)  was  especially 
impressive,  and  4 Band-rumped  Storm-Pe- 
trels in  the  warm,  deep  water  near  Atlantis 
Canyon  19  Jul  (B.B.C.,  RH  et  al.)  registered  a 
high  count  for  the  Region.  First  recorded  in 
Regional  waters  in  the  mid-1980s,  and  most 
recently  in  Aug  of  2004  and  2007,  this  species 
is  no  doubt  regular  along  the  shelf  break  in 
years  when  warm-core  eddies  intrude  into  the 
cooler  waters  of  the  Continental  Shelf. 

A Red-billed  Tropicbird  that  first  appeared 
at  Matinicus  Rock,  ME  27  May  for  the  3rd 
year  in  a row  was  still  present  13  Jul  (EH  et 
al.,  ph.  K.  Carver).  A Brown  Pelican  at 
Faulkner’s  1.,  Guilford,  New  Haven,  CT  10  Jul 
(V  Knowles,  Jidc  GH),  while  not  as  exotic  as 
a tropicbird,  was  nonetheless  most  unusual.  A 
second-hand  report  of  a pelican  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Housatonic  R.,  Fairfield  TJ  Jun 
may  have  pertained  to  the  same  individual 
(fide  GH). 

Long-legged  waders  bred  with  mixed  suc- 
cess this  season.  A nest  count  of  the  Bay 
State’s  most  important  heronry  at  Kettle  L, 
Manchester,  Essex  produced  a record-setting 
142  Great  Egrets  and  300  Snowy  Egrets,  along 
with  12-15  pairs  of  Little  Blue  Herons,  28 
Black-crowned  Night-Herons,  and  a near- 
record nest  count  of  172  Glossy  Ibis  (SR  JB). 
By  contrast,  the  annual  Narragansett  Bay  wa- 
terbird  survey  in  Rhode  Island  was  described 


as  “the  worst  showing  in  memory”  for  the 
2nd  year  in  a row  (RF,  CR).  Total  pairs  tallied 
included  138  Great  Egrets,  47  Snowy  Egrets, 
236  Black-crowned  Night-Herons,  and  51 
Glossy  Ibis,  this  last  figure  representing  a 
huge  drop  from  270  pairs  in  2007.  Glossy  Ibis 
were  principally  located  on  Rose  1.  in  2007,  a 
locality  apparently  receiving  increased  dis- 
ruption by  tourists  visiting  the  island’s  light- 
house (fide  RF).  Undoubtedly  the  most  unex- 
pected breeding  event  of  the  season  among 
ardeids  was  the  discovery  of  a Tricolored 
Heron  nest  with  3 chicks  at  Muskeget  L,  Nan- 
tucket 26  Jul  (RV,  VL,  ph.  L.  French).  This 
represents  only  the  3rd  confirmed  nesting  for 
Massachusetts.  Two  Great  Egrets  at  Et.  Fair- 
field,  Aroostook,  ME  31  Jul  (R.  Kenneson,  Jide 
BS)  were  notable  by  their  remote  location. 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  RAILS 

As  noted  in  the  spring  report,  the  increasing 
occurrence  of  Black  Vultures  throughout  the 
Region  at  virtually  all  seasons  of  the  year  sug- 
gests that  this  species  is  still  expanding  in 
New  England.  Reports  away  from  traditional 
Berkshire,  MA  locations  included  singles  at  N. 
Truro,  Banrstable  26  Jun  (D.  Manchester)  and 
Lancaster,  Worcester  6 Jul  (B.  Cassie).  At 
Martha’s  Vineyard,  where  in  1969  there  were 
only  two  nesting  pairs  of  Ospreys,  69  pairs 
fledged  121  young  this  season,  twice  as  many 
as  in  2007  (R.  Bierregaard,  jrde  S.  Whiting).  In 
New  Hampshire,  86  fledged  young  eclipsed  a 
previous  maximum  of  71  (fide  TV). 

In  addition  to  the  remarkable  Regional 
nesting  occurrences,  single  Mississippi  Kites 
were  also  noted  at  Greenwich,  Fairfield,  CT  18 
Jun  (S.  Martin)  and  N.  Truro,  Banrstable,  MA 
1 Jun  (BN).  Vermont  at  long  last  joined  the 
roster  of  New  England  states  that  host  nesting 
Bald  Eagles.  Following  a series  of  tribulations 
and  unsuccessful  breeding  attempts  dating 
back  to  2002,  a pair  of  eagles  successfully 
fledged  a single  young  from  a nest  in  the  Up- 
per Connecticut  River  region  this  season  (fide 
S.  Parren,  Vermont  Fish  and  Wildlife  Depart- 
ment). New  Hampshire’s  12  pairs  fledged  a 
record  24  young  (fide  C.  Martin,  NH 
Audubon),  22  pairs  in  Massachusetts  also 
reached  a new  zenith  by  fledging  33  young 
(TF,  M.D.EW),  and  in  Connecticut,  14  active 
pairs  fledged  21  young  (fide  J.  Victoria). 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk  is  an  endangered  species 
in  Connecticut,  so  a pair  with  young  in  Har- 
wington,  Litchfield  28  Jul  (P.  Carrier)  was 
noteworthy.  Although  American  Kestrels  con- 
tinue their  Region-wide  freefall,  a 64-box 
kestrel  trail  in  se.  Massachusetts  had  35.9% 
occupancy  this  year,  an  increase  from  the 
27.6%  in  2007.  Although  occupancy  totals  are 
well  below  those  of  eight  years  ago,  the  83 
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i,  Since  the  first  Regional  appearance  of  Mississippi  Kite  in  Massachusetts  in  1962,  Regional  occurrences 
■ ■■  have  steadily  increased,  principally  in  s.  New  England  in  late  spring  following  warm  southerly  airflows. 

Within  the  past  two  decades,  the  species  has  become  virtually  annual  in  occurrence,  with  reports  coming  from 
every  New  England  state  except  Vermont.  In  1 979,  Parker  and  Ogden  documented  a range  expansion  of  this  species 
in  the  Southeast  {American  Birds  33: 1 1 9-129),  so  a Regional  increase  has  not  been  altogether  surprising.  What  was 
unexpected,  however,  was  this  season's  unprecedented  nesting  of  three  pairs  of  Mississippi  Kites. 

The  saga  began  when  2-3  Mississippi  Kites  appeared  at  Newmarket,  Rockingham,  NH  in  late  May  (D.  Frances- 
chini).  What  were  assumed  to  be  the  same  kites  were  again  found  in  Newmarket  14  Jun  (B6,  C.  Wright).  By  the  fol- 
lowing day,  various  observers  saw  a copulating  pair  building  a nest.  The  well-concealed  nest  was  located  in  the  top 
of  a roadside  Sugar  Maple,  and  its  occupants  were  abundantly  photographed  by  dozens  of  observers  over  the  next 
several  weeks.  At  least  one  (and  possibly  2)  chicks  were  noted  in  the  nest  18  Jul  (BG),  although  from  then  on,  only 
a single  chick  was  ever  observed.  Two  ads.  were  last  seen  feeding  a well-grown  juv.  in  the  nest  24  Aug  (WP  et  al.). 

The  story  does  not  end  here,  however.  On  2 Sep,  Debbie  Stahre  located  another  Mississippi  Kite  nest  in  New- 
market containing  a single,  well-grown  juv.  that  apparently  fledged  within  a day  or  two  of  its  discovery  (ph.  D. 

Stahre).  Whether  this  chick  was  the  offspring  of  a completely  different  pair,  or  possibly  the  result  of  a double-nest- 
ing by  one  or  the  other  of  the  ads.  from  the  initial  nest,  possibly  with  the  unmated  subad.  kite  seen  earlier  in  Jun, 
seems  uncertain  [hdelB],  Unequivocal,  however,  is  that  two  Mississippi  Kite  nests  successfully  fledged  2 young  in 
Newmarket  this  summer.  Although  it  is  tempting  to  say  that  these  represent  the  first  breeding  records  n.  of  Vir- 
ginia, it  should  be  mentioned  that  the  New  Hampshire  Rare  Birds  Committee  actually  received  a report  with  ac- 
companying details  in  2004  of  a Mississippi  Kite  in  Newmarket  carrying  a stick,  so  the  possibility  of  previous  breed- 
ing in  the  Granite  State  cannot  be  dismissed  (fldeTB). 

No  less  amazing  is  the  fact  that  a pair  of  Mississippi  Kites  also  nested  in  Simsbury,  Hartford,  CT.  From  late  May 
on,  local  residents  became  aware  of  the  continued  presence  of  a pair  of  Mississippi  Kites,  but  it  was  not  until  early  Aug  that  a nest  was  discovered  and  the  information  was  made  public  (J.  Weeks 
et  al,  ph.  MS,  fide  GH).  A single  newly  fledged  young  was  first  seen  14  Aug  (C.  Barnard  et  al.,  hde  GH).  Not  unlike  the  situation  in  New  Hampshire,  there  have  been  scattered  sightings  of  Mis- 
sissippi Kites  in  the  vicinity  of  nearby  Great  Pond  S.F.  for  the  past  three  years  {hde  GH)!  Observers  of  kites  should  be  mindful  of  possible  nesting  elsewhere  in  the  Region. 


This  juvenile  Mississippi  Kite  was  raised  in  Simsbury,  Hartford  County, 
Connecticut  (here  10  August) — remarkably  a third  nesting  of  the 

species  in  2008  in  New  England,  where  no  nest  had  ever  been  docu- 
mented. Photograph  by  Mark  Szantyr. 


young  banded  is  a healthy  increase  from  53 
banded  in  2007  QM)-  When  Merlins  success- 
fully nested  in  Keene,  Cheshire,  NTT  in  2006, 
this  editor  proffered,  “With  their  current  rate 
of  range  expansion  these  feisty  little  falcons 
could  be  nesting  in  s.  New  England  before  the 
end  of  this  decade!”  But  who  would  have 
thought  that  such  an  occurrence  would  take 
place  on  Chappaquiddick  I.,  Marthas  Vine- 
yard? A pair  of  Merlins  first  noted  aggressive- 
ly defending  a territory  on  Chappaquiddick  I. 
in  late  Jun  (M.  Adelstein,  ME  Jide  MP),  con- 
tinued this  behavior  throughout  most  of  Jul. 
In  late  Jul,  4 Merlins  were  noted  together,  and 
2 of  the  brown  birds  exhibited  food  begging 
behavior  and  flew  with  the  unsteady,  fluttery 
flight  typical  of  juvs.  (MP,  S.  Whiting  et  al,  ph. 
L.  McDowell).  This  confirmation  represents 
the  southernmost  breeding  in  New  England. 
Peregrine  Ealcons  fledged  in  New  England 
states  included  59  in  Vermont  (fide  ME, 
N.W.E),  27  in  New  Hampshire  (fide  TV),  24  in 
Massachusetts  (fide  TE,  M.D.EW),  and  a min- 
imum of  18  in  Connecticut  (fidej.  Victoria). 

A pair  King  Rails  apparently  nested  at  Plum 
1.  this  season  (B.O.);  however,  a Common 
Moorhen  at  Great  Meadows  N.W.R.  15  Jul  on  Q- 
St.  Sauver,  B.O.)  showed  no  signs  of  breeding. 

SHOREBIRDS 

Except  for  Maine,  where  the  total  was  the 


lowest  in  nearly  20  years.  Regional  Piping 
Plover  recovery  efforts  continue  to  show  gen- 
erally positive  results.  Preliminary  nesting  to- 
tals were  19  pairs  in  Maine  (fide  M.D.I.EW), 
three  pairs  in  New  Hampshire  (fide  B.  Clif- 
ford, N.H.EG.),  approximately  570  pairs  (a 
new  high)  in  Massachusetts  (fide  Mass 
Audubon,  N.H.E.S.P.,  U.S.  EWS.),  77  pairs  in 
Rhode  Island  (fide  RE),  and  41  pairs  in  Con- 
necticut (fide  J.  Victoria).  In  Massachusetts, 
an  American  Oystercatcher  population  of  just 
under  200  pairs  continues  to  fledge  fewer 
than  one  young  per  pair  (i.e.,  average  0.42, 
fide  S.  Smith),  a condition  that  may  not  bode 
well  for  the  long-term  viability  of  the  popula- 
tion (N.H.E.S.P).  With  their  ever-tenuous  sta- 
tus in  s.  New  England,  it  is  heartening  to  re- 
port the  presence  of  three  pairs  and  4 juv.  Up- 
land Sandpipers  at  Bostons  Logan  Interna- 
tional Airport  this  year  (N.  Smith). 

It  is  unclear  how  many  Black-necked  Stilts 
were  involved,  but  singles  at  Nantucket  1.  1 
Jun  (ph.  VL),  at  Stonington,  New  London,  CT 
6 Jun  (S.  Streich),  at  Jamestown,  Newport,  R1 
9-10  Jun  (C.  Powell),  and  at  Old  Saybrook, 
Middlesex,  CT  17-19  Jun  (J.  Ogren  et  al.) 
could  conceivably  all  have  been  the  same  in- 
dividual. Other  unseasonable  or  geographi- 
cally displaced  shorebird  reports  included  an 
American  Golden-Plover  at  the  Charlestown 
Breachway  14  Jun  (PEE),  a Whimbrel  at 


Pittsburg,  Coos,  NH  15  Jun  (ph.  E.  Nielsen), 
a Marbled  Godwit  at  South  Beach  21  Jun 
(BN),  3 Ruddy  Turnstones  at  Popasquash  1., 
Swanton,  Franklin,  VT  (TM,  C.  Provost),  a 
Western  Sandpiper  at  W.  Haven,  New  Haven, 
CT  2 Jun  (GH),  a Pectoral  Sandpiper  at 
McKinney  N.W.R.,  Stratford,  Faiifield,  CT  3 
Jun  (NB),  1 1 Purple  Sandpipers  at  Rye,  Rock- 
ingham, NH  2 Jun  (TB),  a Stilt  Sandpiper  at 
Charlestown  Breachway  22  Jun  (C.  Pedro),  a 
Ruff  at  Plum  1.  3-12  Jul  (B.O.),  and  a Wil- 
sons Phalarope  at  Sachuset  Point  N.W.R. , 
Middletown,  Newport,  RI  21-30  Jun  (m.ob., 
fide  RE).  Since  the  joining  of  South  Beach 
with  S.  Monomoy  I.  several  years  ago,  shore- 
bird  concentrations  at  this  important  West- 
ern Hemisphere  Shorebird  Reserve  Network 
site  have  begun  to  change.  Although  the 
overall  number  of  shorebirds  using  the  site 
may  be  comparable  to  recent  past  years, 
modest  early  summer  species  totals  may  re- 
flect increasingly  dispersed  foraging  and 
roosting  of  shorebird  flocks  rather  than  ob- 
server coverage.  The  only  maxima  at  South 
Beach  of  any  note  were  335  Willets  (nomi- 
nate semipalmata)  and  49  Hudsonian  God- 
wits  26  Jul  (BN);  550  Red  Knots,  6700  Semi- 
palmated  Sandpipers,  950  Least  Sandpipers, 
and  4400  Short-billed  Dowitchers  22  Jul 
(BN);  and  a record-smashing  7277  Short- 
billed Dowitchers  17 Jul  (ID). 
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Bridled  Tern  is  a rare  but  probably  annual  visitor  to  warm  waters  well  off 
southernmost  New  England  in  summer  and  autumn.  This  bird  was  pho- 
tographed 19  July  2008  at  Atlantis  Canyon.  Photograph  by  Blair  Mkula. 


JAECiERS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

A maximum  of  3 Long-tailed  Jaegers  at  Stell- 
wagen  Bank  29  jul  (ph.  BN)  was  notable  by 
its  early  date  and  relatively  inshore  location. 
More  typical  were  2 offshore  s.  of  Marthas 
Vineyard  19  Jul  (B.B.C.,  RH  et  al).  A total  of 
1582  Laughing  Gull  pairs  in  Massachusetts 
included  261  pairs  at  Plymouth  Beach,  Ply- 
mouth, a new  colony  that  contained  only  59 
pairs  in  2007  (M.D.LW,  U.S.F.W.S.)  Tern 
stewards  have  expressed  growing  concern 
about  the  impact  that  increasing  numbers  of 
kleptoparasitic  Laughing  Gulls  could  have  on 
Bay  State  tern  colonies.  Of  5 Little  Gulls  re- 
ported during  the  period,  one  at  Charlotte 
Town  Beach,  Chittenden,  VT  25  Jul  (TM)  and 
3 at  Plum  1.  6 Jun  (RH)  were  most  notewor- 
thy. Other  larids  of  note  were  Franklin’s  Gull 
at  Plum  1.  5 Jun  (TW),  single  Black-headed 
Gulls  at  Rye,  Rockingham,  NH  (BG)  and  L)Tm 
Beach,  Essex,  throughout  Jul  (B.O.),  an  Ice- 
land Gull  at  Provincetown,  Barnstable,  MA  26 
Jun  (BN),  and  12  Black-legged  Kittiwakes  at 
Stellwagen  Bank  8 Jun  (BN). 

A first-summer  Bridled  Tern  in  the  warm 
water  near  Atlantis  Canyon  s.  of  Martha’s 
Vineyard  19  Jul  (B.B.C.,  RH  et  al.)  was  at  least 
the  5th  such  occurrence  in  these  waters  since 
2004  (fide  RH).  A total  of  3661  pairs  of  Least 
Terns  in  Massachusetts  represented  a whop- 
ping 17%  increase  from  2007  (B.  Harris, 
N.H.E.S.P.,  U.S.EW.S.).  Increasingly  regular  in 
the  Region  in  early  summer,  2 Gull-billed 
Terns  at  Plum  1.  1-21  Jun  (D.  Brink,  Jidc  B.O.) 
were  not  totally  unexpected;  however,  2 at 
Greenwich  Pt.,  Fairfield,  CT  7-8  Jun  (T.  Bap- 
tist, M.  Sampson)  represented  only  the  4th 
state  record  (fide  GH).  Of  eight  Caspian  Tern 
reports,  one  at  Stellwagen  Bank  8 Jun  (WP  et 


al.)  was  particularly  out  of  place. 
More  anomalous  was  a Black 
Tern,  typically  a freshwater  marsh 
nester,  that  attempted  to  nest  at 
Eastern  Egg  Rock  in  the  Gulf  of 
Maine  (fide  S.  Kress).  Preliminary 
breeding  pair  totals  for  Roseate 
Terns  included  200  in  Maine 
(G.OM.S.W.G.,fide  B.  Harris),  40 
in  New  Hampshire  (D.  Hayward, 
S.M.L.,/ide  EJ),  and  1375  in  Mas- 
sachusetts (B.  Harris,  N.H.E.S.P., 
U.S.EW.S.).  These  numbers,  the 
lowest  in  recent  decades,  have 
sparked  increasing  concern  for 
this  precariously  endangered 
species  in  a region  that  supports 
nearly  50%  of  the  Western  Hemi- 
sphere population.  Common 
Tern  numbers  were  more  stable, 
with  6704  in  Maine  (fide  B.  Har- 
ris), 2011  in  New  Hampshire  (D.  Hayward, 
S.M.L.,  Jidc  EJ),  200  in  Vermont  (M.  LeBarr, 
JideJN),  and  15,689  in  Massachusetts  (B.  Har- 
ris, N.H.E.S.P,  U.S.EW.S.).  Among  the  usual 
scattering  of  Royal  Terns,  6 at  Charlestown 
Breachway  3 Jul  (PLE)  was  higher  than  ex- 
pected for  that  locality.  Single  Sandwich  Terns 
appeared  at  Sachuest  Point  N.W.R.,  Newport, 
RI  5-6  Jul  (RL,  m.ob.)  and  Milford  Pt.,  New 
Haven,  CT  9-10  Jul  (NB  et  al,  fide  GH)  for  a 
4th  state  record.  A pair  of  Black  Skimmers 
that  attempted  a late-season  nesting  at  Ply- 
mouth Beach,  Plymouth,  MA  in  late  Jul  (B.O.) 
were  unsuccessful,  and  five  pairs  that  nested 
at  Monomoy  N.W.R.  met  a similar  fate  due  to 
tidal  washovers  (fide  N.H.E.S.P,  U.S.EW.S.). 
Unseasonable  alcids  included  a Dovekie  at 
York  Harbor,  York,  ME  13  Jun  (ph.  G. 
Gavutis)  and  a Razorbill  in  Gloucester  Har- 
bor, Essex,  MA  7 Jun  (J.  Frontierro);  hundreds 
of  Razorbills  were  noted  feeding  around 
Brothers  I.  in  early  Jul  (LH,  DVa).  At  Eastern 
Egg  Rock  in  the  Gulf  of  Maine,  a record-set- 
ting  100  pairs  of  nesting  Atlantic  Puffins  in- 
cluded 2 banded  birds  that  were  31  years  old 
(fide  S.  Kress). 

DOVES  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

White-winged  Dove  reports  included  one  at 
Tuckernuck  I.  2 Jun  (RV)  and  one  from  May 
that  lingered  at  Monhegan  I.,  Lincoln,  ME 
throughout  the  period  (fide  LS).  As  Short-eared 
Owls  rapidly  fade  away  as  breeders  in  New 
England,  the  discovery  of  two  nesting  pairs  at 
Tuckernuck  L,  one  of  which  successfully 
fledged  4 young,  was  encouraging  (ph.  RV). 

A Red-headed  Woodpecker  made  a sur- 
prise appearance  at  Brothers  1.,  for  a first  state 
breeding  confirmation  there,  10  Jun  (DVa, 
LH),  and  2 were  present  throughout  the  peri- 


od at  Bedford,  Hillsborough,  NH  (G.  Knoet- 
tner,  fide  TV).  A female  Yellow-bellied  Sap- 
sucker  was  observed  feeding  a juv.  at  John- 
ston, Providence  22  Jun  (J.  Murphy,  fide  RF) 
for  a first  Rhode  Island  breeding  confirma- 
tion. One  to  2 Yellow-bellied  Flycatchers  at 
Hawley,  Franklin,  MA  14-25  Jun  (ML)  unfor- 
tunately gave  no  indication  of  nesting  in  a 
state  where  the  species  has  yet  to  be  con- 
firmed as  a breeder.  A Scissor-tailed  Flycatch- 
er at  Granby  International  Airport,  E.  Granby, 
Hartford,  CT  10  Jun  (R.  Tebbetts,  fide  GH) 
was  a one-day  wonder.  A Loggerhead  Shrike 
at  W.  Lubec,  Washington,  ME  2 Jun  (ph.  C. 
Kesselheim),  a bona  fide  rarity  in  New  Eng- 
land in  recent  years,  was  trumped  by  an  un- 
mated male  present  since  late  May  that  built  a 
nest  at  M.M.R.  in  early  Jun  (ph.  PT). 

Totals  of  3 Sedge  Wrens  in  Maine  (fide  LS) 
and  2 in  Massachusetts  (B.O.)  made  for  a 
higher  seasonal  total  than  usual  for  this  rare 
New  England  breeder.  A long-standing  112- 
box  Eastern  Bluebird  trail  in  se.  Massachusetts 
fledged  108  young  from  17  occupied  boxes,  a 
respectable  increase  from  a low  of  58  young  in 
2006  QM).  For  readers  who  labor  over  sepa- 
rating Bicknell’s  and  Gray-cheeked  Thrushes 
in  the  field,  it  will  not  come  as  good  news  that 
a thrush  banded  and  blood-sampled  at  Strat- 
ton Mt.,  Bennington,  VT  proved  to  be  a Veery 
X Bicknell’s  Thrush  hybrid  (fide  CR).  The  hy- 
brid sang  a Veery  song  except  that  every  third 


A Loggerhead  Shrike  built  a nest  at  the  Massachusetts  Mili- 
tary Reservation  in  early  June  2008  (here  26  May)  but  never 
found  a mate.  Photograph  by  Peter  Trimble. 


or  fourth  rendition  ended  like  that  of  a Bick- 
nell’s  Thrush!  Although  serendipity  is  the 
most  parsimonious  explanation  for  this 
unique  hybridization,  might  it  also  be  that 
with  global  warming  Veeries  are  starting  to 
shadow  the  upslope  advance  of  deciduous 
forests  into  the  montane  fir  forests  currently 
occupied  exclusively  by  Bicknell’s  Thrushes? 
Twenty-four  ad.  and  13  juv.  American  Pipits 
were  at  Mt.  Washington,  Coos,  NH  10  Jul  (C. 
Martin,  ph.  CR),  and  a single  ad.  was  feeding 
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a juv.  at  Mt.  Katahdin,  Pisqataquis,  ME  20  Jul 
(BS).  These  are  the  only  known  nesting  local- 
ities in  New  England. 

WARBLERS  THiOUSH  FINCHES 

A Blue-winged  Warbler  at  Biddeford,  York  20 
Jun  (DL)  and  a Lawrence’s  Warbler  1 Jul  (DL, 
ph.  L.  Barber)  were  at  one  of  very  few  known 
Maine  breeding  locations.  Notably  displaced 
parulids  included  a Northern  Parala  at  Plum  I. 
15  Jul  (RH);  a Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  at 
Willowdale  S.E,  Ipswich,  Essex,  MA  23  Jul  Qh); 
a Yellow-throated  Warbler  at  Chester,  Hamp- 
den, MA  3 Jun  0.  Morris-Siegal,  fide  B.O.);  a 
Palm  Warbler  at  Belmont,  Middlesex,  MA  10 
Jun  (RS);  and  a perfectly  described  Connecti- 
cut Warbler  at  Brothers  1.  9 Jun  (DVa,  LH).  A 
singing  male  Kirtland’s  Warbler  carefully  doc- 
umented at  the  Kennebunk  Plains,  York,  ME  2 
Jun  (ph.  T.  Persons)  represents  the  first  well- 
documented  report  for  New  England.  The  bird 
was  in  low  Pitch  Pines  in  sand  plain  grassland 
habitat  that  is  about  as  similar  to  Michigan’s 
Jack  Pine  barrens  as  one  can  find  in  New  Eng- 
land. Two  pairs  of  Palm  Warblers  at  Effinham, 


Robert  O.  Paxton 
Richard  R.  Veit 
Frank  Rohrbacher 


June  2008  was  hot  and  (especially  in  the 
Adirondacks)  wet,  while  weather  was 
normal  in  July.  Productivity  was  high 
among  monitored  raptors,  but  storm  tides  cut 
productivity  again  for  some  beach  nesters. 
More  birds  are  moving  around  in  midsummer 
than  we  might  expect.  Spring  migrants  (or  ex- 
plorers?) can  still  be  passing  in  mid-June:  a 
night-flying  Veery  called  over  Reed’s  Beach, 
Cape  May,  NJ  7 Jun,  and  the  last  Blackpoll 


Carroll,  NH  2 Jun  (R.  Ridgely)  were  at  the 
southernmost  breeding  station  in  New  Eng- 
land. Four  male  Cerulean  Warblers  in  Chitten- 
den, VT  in  mid-Jun  (TM)  and  up  to  4 at  Mt. 
Holyoke,  Hampden,  MA  (B.O.)  are  reminders  of 
the  increasing  importance  of  New  England  to 
this  imperiled  warbler. 

Errant  Summer  Tanagers  appeared  at  Broth- 
ers I.  12  Jun  (LH)  and  Concord,  Merrimack, 
NH  16  Jul  (L.  Lawson,  B.  V/einer).  Evidence  of 
continued  Regional  colonization  by  Clay-col- 
ored Sparrows  included  confirmed  breeding  at 
S.  Burlington,  Chittenden,  VT  21  Jun  (TM)  and 
presumed  nesting  for  the  2nd  year  in  a row  at 
M.M.R.  in  Jun  (fide  PT).  Single  Clay-colored 
Sparrows  were  also  recorded  at  Eustis, 
Franklin,  ME  22  Jun  (W.  Howes)  and  N.  Truro, 
Barnstable,  MA  2 Jun  (C.  Skowron,  jide  B.O.). 
A wandering  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  visited  a 
feeder  at  Stratton,  Franklin,  ME  16-24  Jul  (fide 
EH).  A Red  Crossbill  at  Manomet,  Plymouth, 
MA  16  Jun  Q.  Kowalsky)  and  12  White- 
vAnged  Crossbills  at  Petersham,  Worcester,  MA 
27  Jul  (ML)  were  seemingly  unrelated  to  a lo- 
cal crossbill  invasion. 


Warbler  passed  Derby  Hill  21  Jun  (GS).  Fall 
returnees  show  up  ever  earlier:  a Yellow-bel- 
lied Flycatcher  was  banded  29  Jul  at  Manitou, 
near  Rochester,  and  a Nashville  Warbler  11 
Jul,  both  record  early  (R.  & C.  McKinney). 
But  some  species  belong  in  neither  category. 
Floaters  and  explorers  can  appear  anywhere 
(see  hawks  and  eagles,  American  White  Peli- 
cans, Laughing  Gulls,  and  shorebirds),  and 
increasing  numbers  of  Arctic  Terns  and 
northerly  breeding  shorebirds  pause  here. 
Trumpeter  Swans,  Common  Eiders,  Royal 
Terns,  Sandhill  Cranes,  Clay-colored  Spar- 
rows, and  Dickcissels  consolidated  their 
footholds  as  Regional  breeders,  and  the  first 
Sandwich  Tern  may  have  been  hatched  on 
New  Jersey  soil.  The  season’s  most  remark- 
able record  was  a Little  Egret,  the  third  or 
fourth  for  Delaware  and  the  Region. 

Abbreviations:  Batavia  (Batavia  Waste  Water 
Treatment  Plant,  Genesee,  NY);  Bombay  Hook 
(Bombay  Hook  N.W.R.,  Kent,  DE);  Braddock 
Bay  (hawkwatch  w.  of  Rochester,  NY);  Brigan- 
tine (Brigantine  Unit,  Edward  P.  Forsythe 
N.W.R.,  Atlantic,  NJ);  Cupsogue  (county 
park,  barrier  beach  e.  of  Moriches  Inlet,  Suf- 
folk, Long  I.);  D.N.R.E.C.  (Delaware  Depart- 
ment of  Natural  Resources  and  Environmen- 
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tal  Conservation);  Derby  Hill  (hawkwatch,  se. 
corner  of  L.  Ontario,  Mexico,  Oswego,  NY); 
Fort  Drum  (Fort  Drum  Military  Installation, 
Jefferson,  NY);  Hamlin  Beach  (S.E  and  sea- 
watch  on  L.  Ontario,  Monroe,  NY);  Jamaica 
Bay  Qamaica  Bay  W.  R.,  New  York  City);  Lit- 
tle Galloo  (Little  Galloo  I.,  L.  Ontario,  off  Jef- 
ferson, NY);  Montezuma  (Montezuma 
N.W.R.,  Seneca,  NY);  N.J.D.EG.W.  (New  jer- 
sey Division  of  Fish,  Game,  and  Wildlife); 
N.Y.D.E.C.  (New  York  Department  of  Envi- 
ronmental Conservation). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
CORMORAHTS 

A few  Snow  Geese  often  summer  coastally, 
but  4 imms.  at  the  Chazy  Riverlands  on  L. 
Champlain,  Clinton,  NY  7 Jun  (Bill  Krueger, 
Nancy  Olsen)  were  exceptional.  The  same 
goes  for  a Brant  at  Hamlin  Beach  22  Jul  (WS) 
and  another  at  the  Four  Brothers  Is.  in  L. 
Champlain  25  Jun  (Laura  Smith),  the  5th  Jun 
record  there  since  1954  OMCP). 

The  Mute  Swan  population  has  surged 
since  the  1980s  to  over  2500  in  New  York 
state,  as  censused  by  N.Y.D.E.C.  (Bryan  L. 
Swift).  The  increase  has  been  especially  rapid 
along  the  Great  Lakes,  where  they  are  sus- 
pected of  negatively  impacting  American 
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This  Little  Egret,  discovered  by  Devitch  Farbotnik  at  Bombay  Hook  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Kent  County,  Delaware  on  7 (here 
1 3)  June  2008,  was  either  Delaware's  third  or  fourth — depending  on  whether  the  birds  at  Little  Creek  in  April  1 999  and  then, 
13  km  away,  at  Bombay  Hook  in  June  1999  were  one  bird  or  two.  The  remaining  record  was  also  at  Bombay  Hook,  in  summer 
2001 . This  bird  remained  through  at  least  1 8 July.  Photograph  by  Howard  B.  Esk'm. 


Black  Duck  and  Blue-winged  Teal  (KG,  RGS). 
In  the  Adirondacks,  a Mute  Swan  at  Raquette 
L.  1 Jun  (Gary  Lee)  furnished  a first  Hamilton, 
NY  record  (JMCP).  Downstate,  Jamaica  Bay 
contained  450  Mute  Swans  30  Jul  (DG),  near- 
ly double  a 1994  count.  Trumpeter  Swans,  de- 
rived from  introduced  or  escaped  popula- 
tions, nested  successfully  again  at  two  Wayne, 
NY  sites  (G.  Price,  L.  Lauster).  Non-breeding 
ads.  hung  around  the  new  Montezuma 
Audubon  Center  (C.  Stokes-Cawley,  RGS). 

At  least  12  Common  Eiders  nested  on 
South  Dumpling  T,  Suffolk,  NY  (Glenn 
Williams),  near  Fishers  1.,  site  of  the  first  nest 
in  2001.  A few  Common  Eiders  now  join  the 
handful  of  scoters  and  occasional  Long-tailed 
Ducks  that  summer  here.  Four  males  were  at 
Montauk  Pt.,  Long  1.  3 & 15  Jun  (Angus  Wil- 
son); a half-dozen  females  and  imm.  males 
lingered  all  summer  around  Great  Gull  1.,  off 
the  e.  end  of  Long  I.  (Joe  DiCostanzo);  and  2 
were  at  nearby  Plum  I.  19  Jun  QL).  Even  far- 
ther s,,  a kayaker  discovered  an  imm.  male  at 
Nummy  1.,  Cape  May,  NJ  20  Jul  (DF).  An  ap- 
parent Common  Goldeneye  brood  was  pho- 


tographed on  Picton  L,  in  the  St.  Lawrence  R., 
Jefferson,  NY  (fide  JB),  a hitherto  unknown 
lowland  site;  two  other  broods  in  the  Adiron- 
dacks QMCP)  were  more  expected. 

Single  Red-throated  Loons,  far  rarer  in 
midsummer  than  Common  Loons,  were 
found  at  Hamlin  Beach  29  Jul  (WS)  and 
through  30  Jun  at  Liberty  S.R,  Hudson,  NJ 
(MBr).  New  York’s  Common  Loon  population 
is  now  estimated  at  about  2000  individuals, 
on  the  basis  of  eight  summer  censuses  on  dif- 
ferent samples  of  lakes  (Adirondack  Coopera- 
tive Loon  Program).  A Red-necked  Grebe  at 
Hamlin  28  Jul  (WS)  made  the  first  Jul  record 
for  the  Rochester  area.  The  Western  Grebe 
noted  in  spring  remained  at  Sandy  Hook, 
Monmouth,  NJ  until  7 Jun  (Janet  Stadelmeier, 
Colette  Buchanan).  An  Eared  Grebe  in  breed- 
ing plumage  was  out  of  place  12  Jun  at  Mon- 
tezuma (Bob  McGuire). 

Cory’s  Shearwaters  built  up  early  in  excep- 
tional numbers  off  e.  Long  1.  this  season.  On 
24  Jun,  55  were  off  Hither  Hills  S.P.,  Suffolk 
(DG),  and  35  joined  4 Greater,  a Sooty,  and  4 
Manx  Shearwaters  there  26  Jun  in  a “feeding 


frenzy”  (DG).  An  amazing  120,  with  10 
Greater  and  5 Sooty,  were  off  Cupsogue  5 Jul 
(SM).  The  maximum  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrel 
count  from  shore  was  20  off  Shinnecock  Inlet, 
Long  I.  22  Jul  (AB). 

American  White  Pelicans,  once  accidental, 
now  wander  regularly  in  the  Region.  This  sea- 
son’s 4 fit  no  pattern;  singles  were  seen  at  Cape 
Henlopen,  DE  17  Jun  Qudy  Montgomery, 
Austin  Gee),  at  Cranberry  L.,  Saint  Lawrence, 
NY  18  Jun  (Mary  & Stephen  Diehl),  at  Merrill 
Creek  Res.,  Warren,  NJ  23  Jun  (Paul 
Shenahan),  and  at  Brigantine  5 Jul+  (Jim 
Zamos,  m.ob.).  Brown  Pelicans  appeared  in 
only  single  digits  around  Cape  May.  The  only 
Long  1.  observation  was  of  3 off  Shinnecock 
Inlet  19  Jul  (Tony  Poldino,  Jide  SM).  The  most 
reported  was  27  in  Little  Egg  Inlet, 
Ocean/Atlantic,  NJ  11  Jul  (Fred  Lesser,  JBu, 
MG).  The  Double-crested  Cormorant  mega- 
colony on  Little  Gallon  is  down  to  2353  nests 
Oim  Farquhar,  N.Y.D.E.C.),  following  control 
measures  taken  by  N.Y.D.E.C.  at  the  behest  of 
fishermen.  On  L.  Champlain,  eggs  were  oiled 
in  2221  out  of  381 1 nests  on  the  Four  Brothers 
Is.,  Essex,  NY  in  early  Jun,  and  378  ads.  were 
shot  by  early  Jul.  Thirty  miles  s.,  at  Crown 
Point,  another  500  were  shot  between  May  and 
Jul  (Jide  JMCP).  Despite  this  slaughter.  Dou- 
ble-crested Cormorants  are  far  more  numerous 
than  they  were  20  years  ago,  with  water  clean- 
er and  DDT  now  banned  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada.  For  example,  843  were  at  Buck- 
horn  Island  S.P,  Erie,  NY  31  Jul  (WW),  where 
modern-day  breeding  dates  only  to  1992. 

HERONS  THROUGH  IBISES 

A Snowy  Egret  at  the  Casella  Wetlands,  near 
Flint,  Ontario,  NY  on  the  early  date  of  5-6  Jun 
(Janet  Alkin,  Doug  Daniels)  and  a Little  Blue 
Heron  at  Hamlin  Beach  18  Jul  (DT)  were 
among  the  more  notable  heron  pioneers  in 
the  north.  The  only  Cattle  Egret  report  n.  of 
New  York  City  was  one  at  Trumansburg, 
Seneca,  NY  16  Jul  (Theresa  Orzeck).  The  Re- 
gion’s only  remaining  colony  is  on  Pea  Patch 
I.  in  Delaware  Bay,  where  312  were  counted  in 
the  Jul  evening  census  (CB).  An  ad.  Yellow- 
crowned  Night-Heron  at  Strawberry  I.  along 
the  upper  Niagara  R.  in  Buffalo  3 Jul  (Gerald 

A A Little  Egret  discovered  7 Jun  at  Bombay  Hook 
(Devitch  Farbotnik,  m.ob.)  remained  at  least  un- 
til 1 8 Jul  (Bruce  J.  Peterjohn).  The  species  first  appeared  in 
this  Region  in  Apr  1999  at  Little  Creek  and  in  Jun-Aug 
1999  at  Bombay  Hook,  likely  the  same  individual.  Anoth- 
er visited  Bombay  Hook  in  June  2001.  Little  Egrets  have 
nested  in  Barbados,  and  North  American  records  are  slow- 
ly increasing. 
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Teal)  was  very  far  from  its  normal  n.  limit. 
That  limit  has  shifted  northward,  with  a new- 
ly reported  colony  in  Sycamore  trees  in  Mt. 
Vernon,  Westchester,  NY  (MBo). 

White  Ibis  staged  a middling  incursion 
from  mid-Jun  into  early  fall.  A record  15 
imms.  were  in  Prime  Hook  N.W.R.,  Sussex, 
DE  27  Jul  (ES).  Elsewhere,  an  imm.  remained 
at  Brigantine  6 Jul+  (TBa,  m.ob.);  another 
imm.  was  at  Cape  May  Pt.  26-27  Jul  (Karl 
Lukens,  Bob  & Mary  Ellen  Clausen);  and  an 
ad.  was  at  Port  Penn,  New  Castle,  DE  14-17 
Jun  (John  Janowski,  William  Keim).  Four 
White-faced  Ibis  in  s.  coastal  New  Jersey  and 
one  at  Bombay  Hook  (TBa)  were  about  par. 

RAPTORS 

Northerly  exploring  Black  Vultures  reached  as 
far  into  upstate  New  York  as  Hamlin  Beach  21 
Jul  (DT)  and  Leray,  Jefferson  28  Jul  (Chris  Rei- 
dy).  Particularly  interesting  was  a cluster  of 
records  in  the  Hudson-Mohawk  Valley  coun- 
ties of  Albany,  Rensselaer,  Saratoga,  and  War- 
ren, NY  (MM,  Hope  Batcheller,  Chad  Witko, 
Don  Gresens).  They  continued  into  the  fall, 
suggesting  permanent  settlement.  Records  of 
Turkey  Vultures,  historically  absent  from 
Long  I.,  have  accumulated  in  recent  summers. 
The  first  nest  was  discovered  this  summer, 
containing  2 young  in  an  empty  building  near 
Montauk  Pt.  (Charles  Morici;  reported  in  the 
East  Hampton  Star,  11  Sep  2008). 

Ospreys  have  increased  dramatically  in  the 
St.  Lawrence  R.  corridor  and  in  the  Indian 
River  Lakes  area  since  the  last  N.Y.D.E.C.  aer- 
ial survey  in  2003,  from  27  to  55  active  nests, 
52  of  which  produced  119  young  (52  young  in 
2003)  (BL).  Most  of  the  recent  nests  are  on 
manmade  structures.  Populations  changed 
less  downstate  and  on  Long  L,  though  Jamaica 
Bay’s  active  nests  increased  again  to  10  (DR). 
In  New  Jersey,  Ospreys  were  not  censused  this 
year.  Ground  checking  of  somewhat  over  half 
of  the  state’s  approximately  400  pairs,  howev- 
er, showed  a prodigious  productivity  rate  of 
1.82  young/active  pair,  the  highest  since  cen- 
sus work  began  in  1975  (KC).  Now  that  Mis- 
sissippi Kites  have  bred  successfully  in  Ohio 
(2007),  Connecticut  (2008),  New  Hampshire 
(2008),  and  Maryland  (2008),  this  Region’s 
failure  to  come  up  with  a nest  is  almost  em- 
barrassing. In  addition  to  the  now  annual  sin- 
gles around  Cape  May  1-11  Jun  (GD,  Samuel 
Galick,  KL,  JG,  DF),  one  overflew  Central 
Park,  New  York  City  12  Jun  (tBen  Cacace). 
The  farthest  afield  and  latest  reached  Greece, 
Monroe,  NY  5 Jul  (DT). 

Newly  de-listed  Bald  Eagles  posted  134  ac- 
tive nests  in  New  York,  up  16%  from  last 
year’s  record,  with  a number  of  new  eyries  in- 
cluding three  in  the  lower  Hudson  Valley  Qoe 


Nye,  N.Y.D.E.C.).  They  grew  in  New  Jersey 
from  64  territorial  pairs  last  year  to  69,  63  of 
them  active,  producing  a record  85  young  (62 
last  year).  The  productivity  rate  was  an  out- 
standing 1.70  (KC).  Delaware’s  68  active  pairs 
produced  69  young  (Christopher  Heckscher, 
D.N.R.E.C.).  A Sharp-shinned  Hawk  pair 
fledged  young  again  at  Ashland  Nature  Cen- 
ter, New  Castle,  DE,  the  same  location  where 
the  state’s  first  breeding  record  was  estab- 
lished last  year  (Joe  Sebastiani).  Cooper’s 
Hawks,  now  the  Region’s  more  usual  nesting 
accipiter,  nested  at  Cape  May. 

Raptors — mostly  subads.  when  age  was 
specified  (too  seldom) — continued  to  move 
in  the  Region  throughout  the  summer.  A late 
migratory  push  brought  6 Broad-winged 
Hawks  through  Cape  May  2 Jun  (]G,  Laura 
Guerard),  381  to  Derby  Hill  5 Jun  (TC),  and 
251  passed  Braddock  Bay  6 Jun  (KG).  Bald 
Eagles  accompanied  them:  27  at  Derby  Hill  5 
Jun  and  11  at  Braddock  Bay  6 Jun,  along  with 
a far  more  unusual  imm.  Golden  Eagle  at 
Braddock  Bay  the  same  day  (KG).  A surpris- 
ing 40  Broad-winged  Hawks  passed  Derby 
Hill  8 Jul  (TC),  a totally  unexpected  date.  A 
light-morph  Swainson’s  Hawk  photographed 
over  Rte.  72  in  s.  Ocean,  NJ  29  Jul  (Mike  Mc- 
Graw)  was  completely  unseasonable. 

American  Kestrels  raised  25  chicks  in  sev- 
en out  of  27  nest  boxes  in  the  Adirondack 
county  of  Fra?iklin,  NY  (Jide  JMCP),  demon- 
strating that  help  is  possible  for  this  troubled 
species.  Delaware  had  only  three  confirmed 
kestrel  nests,  three  probables,  and  three  pos- 
sibles, according  to  the  2nd  year  of  a five-year 
survey  (Anthony  Gonzon).  Merlins,  nesting 
in  n.  New  York  only  since  1992,  were  report- 
ed from  14  Adirondack  locations  (JMCP)  and 
bred  again  in  downtown  Rochester  and  Itha- 
ca (KG).  Peregrine  Falcons  had  another 
record  breeding  season  in  New  York,  with  68 
territorial  pairs  (63  last  year)  that  fiedged  130 
young  (127  last  year).  They  slipped  a bit  in 
New  Jersey,  from  20  active  nests  to  19,  pro- 
ducing 32  young  (45  last  year).  Four  natural 
cliff  sites  dropped  to  two  (with  perhaps  an- 
other occupied).  Wildlife  officials  attributed 
the  decline  to  spring  storms,  which  seem  to 
affect  cliff  nest  sites  more  than  others  (KC). 

RAILS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

A count  of  108  Common  Moorhens  at  Mon- 
tezuma, along  with  75  American  Coots  and  85 
Pied-billed  Grebes,  29  Jul  (CW,  Marshall  J. 
lliff,  Tim  Lenz,  Jessie  Barry)  was  remarkable, 
considering  their  scarcity  farther  south.  Only 
one  moorhen  brood  was  reported  in  New  Jer- 
sey, at  Mannington,  Salem  21  Jul  (Jean 
Gutsmuth).  Sandhill  Cranes  bred  successfully 
again  at  two  sites  near  their  2003  New  York  de- 


but: Carncross  Rd.,  Wayne  0-  Slattery  et  al.) 
and  near  the  Wayne/Seneca  line  in  the  Mon- 
tezuma Wetlands  Complex  (George  Kloppel). 
Three  wandering  individuals  passed  Derby  Hill 
10  Jun  (TC),  and  2 summered  in  Ellisburg,  Je/- 
ferson  (Charlotte  Briant). 

More  shorebirds  than  usual  extended  their  stay 
into  Jun  at  the  major  stopover  site  in  Delaware 
Bay.  The  aerial  survey  of  both  sides  of  the  Bay  on  3 Jun 
found  91,070  shorebirds  still  there,  59,265  of  them  Semi- 
palmated  Sandpipers  (this  year's  high  count  for  this 
species).  The  N.J.D.F.G.W.  attributed  their  delayed  depar- 
ture for  the  Arctic  to  the  low  supply  of  Horseshoe  Crab 
eggs  in  the  water  in  May.  Horseshoe  Crab  spawning  was 
disrupted  by  a powerful  northeaster  on  1 1 May  that  low- 
ered water  temperatures  and  stirred  up  rough  waters 
(KC).  Horseshoe  Crab  egg  densities  were  only  lOOO/m^,  in 
the  top  5 cm  of  beach,  compared  to  3000  last  year  and 
50,000  in  the  best  years  (Larry  Niles,  N.j.0.F.G.W.). 

Piping  Plovers  were  down  to  111  nesting 
pairs  in  New  Jersey,  a 14%  drop  from  last  year, 
and  productivity  was  an  unsustainable  0.64. 
The  1 1 May  storm  destroyed  nests  and  dam- 
aged habitat  (TP).  Delaware’s  remnant  popu- 
lation at  Cape  Henlopen  managed  10  nests 
and  fledged  3 young  (MB).  Long  Island  had 
457  pairs  in  2007,  the  latest  figures  available 
(MGb).  Five  American  Avocets  at  Dunkirk 
Harbor,  Chflutautjua,  NY  9 Jul  (Jerry 
Lazarczyk  et  al.),  with  4 still  there  13  Jul 
(with  2 Willets),  plus  3 on  L.  Ontario  at  Ham- 
lin Beach  13  Jul  (WS),  made  exceptional  up- 
state numbers.  A fiyby  at  Cupsogue  County 
Park  was  early  8 Jun  (AB),  and  one  at  Merrill 
Creek  Res.,  Warren,  NJ  21  Jul  (Frank  Sencher, 
Jr.)  was  out  of  place.  Six  at  Brigantine  after  10 
Jul  (Linda  Matula  et  al.)  were  above  normal. 
More  Willets  reached  nw.  New  York  than  is 
usual.  In  addition  to  the  Dunkirk  birds,  one 
was  at  Oak  Orchard  W.M.A.,  Genesee  3 Jun 
(WW)  and  another  in  Greece,  Monroe  23  Jun 
(DT).  Upland  Sandpipers  hang  on  at  about  a 
half-dozen  sites  in  New  York,  notably  Seneca 
Falls  Fairground,  Seneca  (13  on  15  Jun,  CW, 
Jessie  Barry),  while  the  best  of  two  sites  in 
New  Jersey  was  8 at  Lakehurst  Naval  Air  Sta- 
tion, Ocean  18  Jun  (Bill  Dalton).  The  substan- 
tial gathering  of  non-breeding  shorebirds  in 
mid-Jun  at  Cupsogue  included  several  taxa 
rarely  confirmed  on  Long  I.  in  Jun:  a Western 
Willet  in  breeding  plumage  23  Jun  (DG,  ph. 
SM);  2 hcndersoni  Short-billed  Dowitchers  20 
Jun,  among  210  of  the  nominate  subspecies 
(ph.  SM);  and  a Long-billed  Dowitcher  in 
breeding  plumage  21  Jun  (TWB,  SM  et  al.).  A 
Western  Sandpiper  was  evidently  summering 
19  Jun  at  Pike’s  Beach,  Suffolk,  Long  I.;  the 
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Sli  As  noted  in  the  spring  report,  Red  Knot  numbers 
riwere  somewhat  better  this  spring  than  last 
(15,395  on  21  May;  KC).  Wildlife  agencies  cautioned, 
however,  that  the  higher  count  might  be  the  result  of 
longer  stopovers,  since  the  low  Horseshoe  Crab  egg  count 
made  it  harder  to  reach  the  requisite  weight  for  the  flight 
to  the  Arctic.  The  aerial  survey  of  Delaware  Bay  3 Jun  re- 
vealed 5790  Red  Knots  still  present.  Numbers  dropped 
gratifyingly  after  that,  but  it  can  reasonably  be  doubted 
whether  any  of  the  515  still  there  11  Jun  (KC)  made  it  to 
the  Arctic  to  breed. 

first  migrant  reached  there  20  Jul  (both  SM). 

White-rumped  Sandpipers  are  habitually 
among  the  latest  shorebird  migrants,  both  in 
spring  and  fall,  but  23  at  Cupsogue/Pike’s 
Beach  19  Jun  (SM,  PLi)  could  hardly  still  be 
migrating.  The  same  day,  12  were  at  Cape 
May  (GD),  more  than  any  spring  count.  The 
Dunlin  at  Hamlin  17  Jun  (WS)  was  deemed 
“record  late,”  but  it  may  not  have  been  going 
anywhere.  The  seasons  only  Ruff  was  at  Cape 
May  21  Jul  (CV).  Wilsons  Pharalopes  came 
only  in  ones  and  twos,  all  on  the  coast,  except 
at  Bombay  Hook,  which  contained  4-6  at  the 
end  of  Jul  (FR,  CB). 

GULLS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Single  Laughing  Gulls  ranged  very  far  afield  to 
L.  Ontario  at  Derby  Hill  10  Jun  (TC)  and  to 
Cayuga  L.  at  Lansing,  Tompkins,  NY  2 Jun 
(CW).  Belatedly  we  learn  that  4 Laughing 
Gulls  nested  last  summer  in  the  Tobay  section 
of  Great  South  Bay,  Suffolk  (MGb),  the  first 
long-anticipated  eastward  expansion  on  Long 
1.  from  the  JFK  airport  colony.  A Franklin’s 
Gull  in  breeding  plumage  visited  Dunkirk 
Harbor,  Erie,  NY  remarkably  early,  20-21  Jul 
(PY,  Jerry  Lazarczyk).  A first-cycle  Iceland 
Gull  at  Wilson  Pier  on  L.  Ontario  2 Jun 
(WD’A)  provided  a firstjun  record  for  the  Buf- 
falo area.  A first-cycle  Glaucous  Gull  spent  the 
entire  season  at  Brigantine  (m.ob.).  Reports  of 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  are  increasing  in 
midsummer.  A group  ranging  from  14  (DF)  to 
20-1-  (CV)  gathered  on  the  beach  in  Jul  be- 
tween Cape  May  Pt.  and  The  Nature  Conser- 
vancy’s Cape  May  Migratory  Bird  Refuge  (for- 
merly known  as  South  Cape  May  Meadows). 

Caspian  Terns  declined  slightly  to  1376 
nests  on  Little  Galloo,  the  Region’s  only 
colony;  botulism  is  one  probable  cause  (JF). 
As  in  many  years  since  1984,  a pair  fledged  2 
young  in  Barnegat  Bay,  NJ  OBu).  The  Region’s 
first  Royal  Tern  colony,  established  last  year 
on  Champagne  L,  in  Hereford  Inlet,  Cape 
May,  NJ,  mushroomed  to  400  birds  that  pro- 
duced about  125  young  (TP),  even  though 
the  northeaster  of  1 1 May  had  eroded  the  is- 


land. Another  1000  Royal  Terns  arrived  in 
post-breeding  dispersal  from  the  south  in  late 
Jul.  On  26  Jul,  an  ad.  Sandwich  Tern  was  ob- 
served with  a small  chick  at  this  colony  (Mike 
Fritz,  ph.  Kevin  Karlson).  If  confirmed,  this 
would  be  New  Jersey’s  first  breeding  Sand- 
wich Tern,  and  perhaps  the  beginning  of  the 
first  colony  n.  of  Maryland.  As  usual,  a few 
Sandwich  Terns  prospected  the  coast  from 
Prime  Hook  N.W.R.,  Sussex,  DE  (ES)  to  Cup- 
sogue,  where  5 were  noted  in  Jun  (SM). 

About  1359  pairs  of  Roseate  Terns  inhabit- 
ed Great  Gull  Island  (HH),  off  the  e.  tip  of 
Long  L,  close  to  recent  levels  but  below  the 
1783  of  2002.  Nearby  Cartwright  Shoal,  site  of 
efforts  to  establish  a fail-safe  colony,  had  only 
20  pairs  (Lisa  D’ Andrea),  down  from  40  last 
year.  Elsewhere,  we  know  of  only  a single  pair 
in  Great  South  Bay,  Babylon  Town  (Brian  Zi- 
tani)  and  a few  pairs  in  Moriches  and  Shin- 
necock  Bays  (SM),  all  Suffolk,  NY.  As  in  recent 
years,  a few  apparently  non-breeding  individ- 
uals idled  in  coastal  New  Jersey.  Helen  Hays’ 
intrepid  team  marked  8700  Common  Tern 
nests  on  Great  Gull  L,  about  half  of  the  Long 
1.  total.  Nine  different  Arctic  Terns,  among 
them  2 ads.,  visited  Cupsogue  8 Jun-12  Jul, 
the  most  since  this  species’  summering  on  the 
s.  shore  of  Long  1.  began  to  be  noted  in  1999. 
No  individual  remained  for  more  than  a day 
(ph.  SM,  PLi).  A preliminary  total  of  1179 
Least  Terns  was  reported  from  24  colonies  in 
New  Jersey,  of  which  about  623  were  on  nests. 
Productivity  was  nearly  one  chick  per  active 
pair,  one  of  the  highest  in  a decade  (TP).  In 
Delaware,  by  contrast,  no  young  are  believed 
to  have  fledged  at  the  three  sites  where  about 
38  pairs  attempted  to  nest:  Cape  Henlopen, 
Prime  Hook  N.W.R.,  and  South  Bowers  Beach 
(MB).  The  last  available  Long  1.  figures  (2007) 
show  2792  pairs  in  43  colonies  (MGb). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WRENS 

The  season’s  only  reported  Eurasian  Collared- 
Dove  frequented  West  Cape  May  19  Jun-r  (BF 
et  al.).  Aside  perhaps  from  Buffalo,  where  3-5 
summered  (PY,  Barbara  Henderson),  Com- 
mon Nighthawks  are  now  restricted  in  this 
Region  to  natural  nesting  sites.  The  best  of 
these  is  probably  Fort  Drum,  where  17,  plus 
an  encouraging  36  Whip-poor-wills,  were 
counted  19  Jul  on  a 16-km  route  QB).  Red- 
headed Woodpeckers  continue  in  two  disjunct 
areas.  On  the  lakeshore  plains  of  upstate  New 
York,  breeding  was  confirmed  at  two  sites  in 
Chautauqua  and  was  probable  in  Monroe.  Sev- 
en pairs  in  Fort  Drum  OB)  was  the  greatest 
concentration.  In  s.  New  Jersey,  they  were 
present  in  the  pine  barrens  of  Burlington  and 
near  Cape  May.  On  e.  Long  L,  breeding  was  fi- 
nally confirmed  near  Manorville,  Suffolk  (Bob 


McGrath).  American  Three-toed  Woodpecker 
was  recorded  only  at  Ferd’s  Bog,  Hamilton,  NY, 
while  Black-backed  Woodpecker  was  reported 
from  22  Adirondack  sites  OMCP). 

A Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  was  unseason- 
able at  Brigantine  2 & 5 Jun  QBu,  MG,  Guy 
Tudor,  Terry  Clark,  Linda  Lee).  Sedge  Wrens 
were  reported  only  from  a half-dozen  sites  in 
upstate  New  York,  with  16  singing  at  Fort 
Drum  in  Jul  the  high  count  QB). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Worm-eating  Warbler  at  Vandalla,  Carroll- 
ton Twp.,  Cattaraugus,  NY  15-h  Jun  (PY)  was  n. 
of  known  breeding  areas.  At  least  60  Clay-col- 
ored Sparrow  territories  at  Fort  Drum  over  the 
season  (JB)  show  how  solidly  this  species  is 
now  implanted  across  the  lowlands  of  n.  New 
York.  An  ad.  male  Lark  Bunting,  a far  rarer  va- 
grant than  a generation  ago,  especially  in  early 
summer,  appeared  at  Cape  May  Pt.  2 Jun  (CV, 
KL).  Henslow’s  Sparrows  are  believed  to  be 
breeding  for  a 3rd  year  at  one  New  Jersey  loca- 
tion, the  Duke  Farms,  Somerset,  though  infor- 
mation was  withheld.  Elsewhere,  the  best  loca- 
tion is  Fort  Drum,  where  17  singing  males 
were  found  in  Jun,  more  than  in  recent  years 
OB).  Other  locations,  all  in  New  York,  are  few: 
Sharon  Springs,  Schoharie  (Bill  Lee,  Peter 
Schoenberger);  Finger  Lakes  N.F.,  Schuyler 
(KG);  and  Leray  (GS)  and  Orleans  OB),  both 
Jefferson.  Other  traditional  Jefferson  sites  have 
been  “mowed,  plowed,  or  developed”  OB). 

Dickcissels  keep  trying.  Four  males  and  a 
female  were  in  Upper  Freehold,  Monmouth, 
NJ  5-6  Jul,  but  limited  access  prevented  con- 
firmation of  breeding  (SB,  Linda  Mack).  Dick- 
cissels returned  in  force  to  the  established  site 
near  Harrington,  Kent,  DE  (Dennis  Murphy  et 
al.).  Even  after  the  alfalfa  was  mowed,  singing 
males  and  females  remained  into  Jul.  Only 

^ )|  Bob  Scully  repeated  a Golden-winged/Blue- 
..3  f ' ; winged  Warbler  study  he  carried  out  in  1986-1 988 
in  the  Pequannock  Watershed,  on  8.8  km  of  Route  515  s.  of 
Vernon,  Sussex,  NJ.  In  1988,  he  found  23  Golden-winged 
and  34  Blue-winged  Warblers.  This  year,  six  visits  pro- 
duced 9 Blue-winged  Warblers  and  no  Golden-winged 
Warblers  at  all.  Golden-winged  Warblers  persist,  however, 
in  the  Hudson  Highlands,  where  10  males  sang  in  eight  lo- 
cations in  Sterling  Forest,  Orange,  NY  in  late  May  (SM,  PLi). 
Elsewhere,  we  have  only  three  Golden-winged  Warbler  re- 
ports, one  in  Bergen,  NJ,  and  two  in  upstate  New  York: 
near  Rochester,  and  in  the  Adirondacks,  reinforcing  earlier 
suggestions  in  this  column  that  the  northerly  and  higher 
elevations  are  this  species"'refuge"  [North  American  Birds 
53: 370).  Lawrence's  Warblers  were  reported  from  three 
locations  in  n.  New  Jersey  and  one  near  Rochester. 
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one  was  reported  in  New  York,  at  Hammond, 
nw.  St.  Lawrence  (GS).  A White-winged 
Crossbill  irruption  into  New  England  spilled 
over  into  n.  New  York  in  late  Jul.  In  the 
Adirondacks,  where  none  had  been  seen  since 
the  Christmas  Bird  Count,  White-winged 
Crossbills  arrived  at  Lake  Placid  9 Jul  and 
were  found  in  20  Adirondack  locations,  more 
common  than  Reds,  and  sometimes  in  flocks 
of  35-40  (JMCP).  In  the  Appalachian  plateau 
of  cen.  New  York,  White-wingeds  were  noted 
in  n.  Oswego,  s.  Herkimer,  and  s.  Onandaga. 
Observers  called  Pharsalia  W.M.A.  in  n. 
Chenango,  where  about  15  birds  including 
singing  males  and  pairs  were  present  in  Jul, 
“the  southernmost  breeding  area  for  White- 
winged Crossbill  in  North  America”  (Matt 
Young,  Greg  Budney).  Red  Crossbills  also 
moved,  less  massively  but  farther.  Explorers 
reached  Orchard  Park  in  the  Buffalo  suburbs 
21  Jul  (MM)  and  Porter  Twp.,  Niagara,  NY  25 
Jul  (Bruce  Chilton),  the  New  Jersey  coast  at 
Linwood,  Atlantic  23  Jul  0™  Danzenbaker), 
and  Cape  May  24  Jul  (CV).  A few  in  early Jun 
on  e.  Long  I.  seemed  left  over  from  winter. 
The  movement  continued  into  the  fall. 

Observers  (subregional  compilers  in  bold- 
face): Deborah  Allen  (Central  Park,  NYC), 
Robert  Andrle  (Niagara  Frontier),  Matthew 
Bailey  (D.N.R.E.C.),  Tom  Bailey  (TBa),  Andy 


Baldelli,  Scott  Barnes  (n.  coastal  NJ: 
scott.barnes@njaudubon.org;  Sandy  Hook 
Bird  Observatory,  EO.  Box  533,  Fort  Hancock, 
NJ  07732.);  Chris  Bennett  (D.N.R.E.C.); 
Michael  Bochnik  (MBo)  (Lower  Hudson  Val- 
ley: BochnikM@cs.com;  86  Empire  St., 
Yonkers,  NY  10704),  Jeff  Bolsinger  (St. 
Lawrence,  NY:  cadybols@gisco.net;  98  State 
St.,  Canton,  NY  13617),  Michael  Britt  [MBr] 
(n.  central  NJ:  mbritt78@hotmail.com;  95  W. 
17  Street,  Bayonne,  NJ  07002);  Joanna  Burger 
OBu),  T.  W.  Burke  (NY  Rare  Bird  Alert),  Tom 
Carrolan,  Mark  Chao  (Finger  Lakes  NY: 
markchao@imt.org;124  Simsbury  Drive,  Itha- 
ca, NY  14850),  Kathy  Clark  (N.j.D.EG.W), 
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eye@aol.com;  915  Melrose  Ave.,  Elkins  Park, 
PA  19027),  Vince  Elia  (s.  coastal  NJ: 
vje@njaudubon.org;  106  Carolina  Ave.,  Villas, 
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14612),  Jason  Guerard,  Helen  Hays  (Great 
Gull  Island),  Spencer  Hunt  (Susquehanna, 
NY:  hunts493@clarityconnect.com;  493  Glen- 
mary  Dr.,  Owego,  NY  13827),  R.  J.  Kurtz,  Jody 
Levin,  Paul  E.  Lehman,  Pat  Lindsay  (PLi),  Bar- 
bara Loucks  (N.Y.D.E.C.),  Karl  Lukens,  David 


Martin,  Hugh  McGuinness  (e.  Long  Island: 
hmcguinness@ross.org;  12  Round  Pond  La., 
Sag  Harbor,  NY  11963),  Shaibal  Mitra  (Long 
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Dept.,  College  of  Staten  Island,  2800  Victory 
Blvd.,  Staten  Island,  NY  10314),  Michael  Mor- 
gante  (Niagara  Frontier:  morgm@adelphia.net; 
59  Briar  Hill  Rd.,  Orchard  Park,  NY  14127),  J. 
M.  C.  Peterson  (Adirondack-Champlain:  477 
County  Route  8,  Elizabethtown,  NY  12932), 
Todd  Pover  (N.J.D.EG.W.),  William  Purcell 
(Oneida  Lake  Basin:  wpurcell@twcny.rr.com; 
281  Baum  Rd.,  Hastings,  NY  13076),  Rick 
Radis  (nw.  NJ:  isotria@verizon.net;  69  Ogden 
Ave.,  Rockaway,  NJ  07866);  Don  Riepe  {Ja- 
maica Bay),  Rochester  Birding  Association,  Ed 
Sigda,  Gerry  Smith,  Robert  G.  Spahn 
(Rochester  area),  William  Symonds,  Dave  Tet- 
low,  Chris  Vogel,  R.  T.  Waterman  Bird  Club 
(Dutchess,  NY),  William  Watson,  Chris  Wood, 
Will  Yandik  (Hudson-Mohawk:  wyandik@ 
hotmail.com;  269  Schneider  Rd.,  Hudson,  NY 
12534),  Peter  Yoerg,  John  Zarudski.  © 
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Rainfall  was  scattered  and  unorganized 
across  the  Region  this  summer,  prima- 
rily due  to  the  vagaries  of  thunder- 
storm patterns.  Every  part  of  the  Region  was 
generally  dry,  and  drought  conditions  wors- 
ened through  July.  Temperatures  were  well 
above  average,  particularly  in  June.  Summer 


2008  also  featured  significantly 
more  severe  weather  reports  than 
summer  2007,  including  two  EF-0 
tornadoes  in  northern  Virginia  23 
July.  Wildfires  rarely  figure  promi- 
nently in  our  report,  but  a massive 
fire  in  the  Great  Dismal  Swamp — 
started  9 June  when  logging  equip- 
ment caught  fire — burned  well  into 
September  and  impacted  over  5000 
acres  (almost  5%)  of  this  marvelous 
sanctuary.  A similar  fire  that  blazed 
south  of  Virginia  at  Pocosin  Lakes 
National  Wildlife  Refuge,  North  Carolina, 
burned  ten  times  the  acreage  and  also  was  not 
fully  contained  in  autumn.  Smoke  from  both 
fires  made  summer  birding  a miserable  experi- 
ence in  coastal  areas,  particularly  in  southern 
Hampton  Roads,  when  southerly  winds  blew. 

Several  long-term  population  surveys  and 
monitoring  programs  continued  this  year.  A 
multi-agency  assessment  of  Chesapeake  Bay 
colonial  nesting  waterbird  populations,  the 


fourth  since  1993,  was  conducted  this  season. 
In  the  first  week  of  June,  the  Virginia  Depart- 
ment of  Game  and  Inland  Fisheries  conducted 
its  twenty-third  annual  Virginia  Plover  Survey, 
coordinated  with  the  U.S.  Atlantic  Coast  Pip- 
ing Plover  Survey  (conducted  by  the  U.S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service).  The  Center  for  Conser- 
vation Biology  at  the  College  of  William  and 
Mary  continued  its  studies  of  Virginia’s  breed- 
ing Peregrine  Falcon  populations  and  single 
Red-cockaded  Woodpecker  colony. 

In  addition  to  this  report’s  many  individual 
contributors,  we  thank  Mike  Wilson  of  the 
Center  for  Conservation  Biology  for  informa- 
tion regarding  the  status  of  Virginia’s  Red- 
cockaded  Woodpecker  colony.  We  also  thank 
Todd  Day,  Adam  D’Onofrio,  Linda  Fields, 
YuLee  Lamer,  Alan  Schreck,  John  Spahr,  and 
Bill  Williams  for  their  assistance  in  compiling 
and  interpreting  the  season’s  records. 

Abbreviations:  Back  Bay  (Back  Bay  N.W.R., 
Virginia  Beach,  VA);  Bay  (Chesapeake  Bay); 
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Roseate  Tern  is  a rare  transient  and  summer  visitor  along  the  Virginia  coast  and  in  the  lower  Chesapeake  Bay.  This  adult 
Roseate  Tern  was  at  Chincoteague  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Virginia  on  19  June  2008.  Photograph  bySaraMhamel. 


C.B.B.T.  (Chesapeake  Bay  Bridge-Tunnel,  s.  of 
Northampton,  VA);  Chine.  (Chincoteague 
N.W.R.,  Accomack,  VA);  Craney  (Craney  I., 
Portsmouth,  VA);  D.C.  (District  of  Colum- 
bia); Hart  (Hart  Miller  I.,  Baltimore,  MD); 
H.R.B.T.  (Hampton  Roads  Bridge-Tunnel, 
Hampton/Norfolk);  VD.G.I.T  (Virginia  De- 
partment of  Game  and  Inland  Fisheries). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  HERONS 

Two  Snow  Geese  were  present  through  the 
season  at  North  East,  Cecil,  MD  (SA).  In 
Maryland,  wing-tagged  Trumpeter  Swans 
continued  through  the  season,  with  #960  at 
Oxbow  L.,  Anne  Anindcl  (MS  et  al.)  and  #962 
at  Schoolhouse  Pond,  Prince  George’s  (FSc  et 
ah).  A Tundra  Swan  was  seen  27  Jun  in 
Chesteificld,  VA  (ph.  RE),  just  the  4th  sum- 
mer record  of  this  species  in  the  Virginia  Pied- 
mont. Providing  noteworthy  evidence  of  the 
species’  continued  presence  in  the  upper  Bay 
were  11  Mute  Swans  seen  28  Jul  at  South 
Point  Marsh,  Accomack,  VA  (HTA). 

A Gadwall  was  an  uncommon  summer  vis- 
itor at  Hughes  Hollow,  Montgomeiy,  MD  21 
Jun  (MS  et  ah),  as  were  an  American  Wigeon 
at  Poplar  I.,  Talbot,  MD  7 Jul  (JR)  and  2 Amer- 
ican Wigeons  and  a Northern  Shoveler  at  Hart 
17  Jul  (KGr  et  al).  Single  Canvasbacks  were 
at  Belmont  Bay,  Prince  William,  VA  8 Jun 
(KG),  at  Pinewood  L.,  Fairfax,  VA  3 Jul 
(MM),  and  at  Cambridge,  Dorchester,  MD  31 
Jul  (PW).  The  only  Northern  Pintail  reported 
was  at  Poplar  I.  9 Jun  (JR).  Two  female  Ring- 
necked Ducks  were  on  the  New  R.  near  Par- 
rott, Pulaski,  VA  28  Jul  (BA,  CR)  for  just  the 
2nd  Jul  record  for  the  Virginia  Mountains  & 
Valleys.  Three  Ring-necked  Ducks  were  at 
Hart  19  Jul  (KGr  et  al).  Lesser  Scaup  were 
recorded  at  multiple  Maryland  and  Virginia 
locations,  with  a high  count  of  14  birds  at  Bel- 


mont Bay  8 Jun  (KG).  An  imm.  male  Harle- 
quin Duck  at  Crocheron,  Dorchester  1 Jun 
and  15  Jul  made  a first  summer  record  for 
Maryland  (HTA).  A few  summering  Surf  Scot- 
ers were  noted  from  various  Bay  locations;  a 
high  count  of  11  was  at  Poplar  I.  24  Jun  QR), 
along  with  2 of  the  rarer  White-winged  Scot- 
er. Eleven  and  3 Black  Scoters  were  seen  24 
Jun  and  7 Jul,  respectively,  at  Poplar  I.  QR); 
lone  Black  Scoters  were  reported  at  As- 
sateague  1.,  Worcester,  MD  7 Jun  OL-S)  and 
Chine.  15  Jun  (RBr).  Two  Long-tailed  Ducks 
remained  1 Jun  at  Greenbury  Pt.,  Anne  Arun- 
del (DHa);  4 visited  Poplar  I.  7 Jul  QR)-  Only 
2 Hooded  Mergansers  were  reported,  both  at 
locations  where  the  species  bred  in  the  spring: 
Lilypons,  Frederick,  MD  4 Jun  (RFR  et  al.) 
and  Hughes  Hollow  21  Jun  (R&AS).  Al- 
though breeding  has  not  been  recorded  at  this 
location,  a remarkable  17  Common  Mer- 
gansers were  at  Piney  Res.,  Garrett,  MD  4 Jun 
(ML).  Ruddy  Ducks  were  reported  at  seven 
locations  in  the  Region,  though  breeding  re- 
mains undocumented  in  Virginia;  one  at  Back 
Bay  31  Jul+  (]G)  was  the  first  to  oversummer 
there  since  about  1996. 

Common  Loons  were  spied  at  a half-dozen 
locations  in  the  Region,  including  a bird  at 
Piney  Run,  Carroll,  MD  that  was  present 
through  the  season  (RFR).  A Horned  Grebe  in 
alternate  plumage  was  a nice  find  at  Point 
Lookout,  St.  Mary’s,  MD  14  Jun  (S&EA).  A 
Manx  Shearwater  was  notable  over  Maryland 
pelagic  waters  1 1 Jul  (ES,  GJ).  At  least  20  Wil- 
son’s Storm-Petrels  were  counted  12  Jul  on  a 
crossing  of  the  Bay  (DB);  one  was  off  Grand- 
view Beach  Park,  Hampton,  VA  8 Jun  (BP,  FS); 
and  4 and  8 were  seen  off  Grandview  Beach 
Park  and  in  York  Spit  Channel  in  the  Bay  in 
mid/late  Jun  (BP).  Lingering  Northern  Gan- 
nets  remained  at  Assateague  I,  with  5 birds 
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seen  5 Jun  and  one  27  Jul  (MW).  An  Ameri- 
can White  Pelican  delighted  birders  at  Fair- 
field,  Baltimore  City,  MD  4-13  Jun  (CJS  et  al). 
The  epicenter  of  Brown  Pelican  breeding  con- 
tinued to  be  the  islands  of  the  upper  and  cen. 
Bay:  3331  chicks  were  banded  on  15  & 26-28 
Jul  at  South  Point  Marsh,  Accomack,  VA  and 
Holland  I.,  Dorchester,  MD  (DBr,  JW,  fide 
HTA).  On  15  Jul,  an  ad.  Brown  Pelican  was 
captured  at  Holland  I.  that  had  been  banded  as 
a chick  25  Jun  2002  at  South  Point  Marsh. 
Two  Brown  Pelicans  seen  10  Jul  at  North  East 
(fide  CS)  provided  the  only  summer  record  for 
this  species  n.  of  the  Bay  Bridge,  where  it  re- 
mains very  rare.  As  last  summer,  a female  An- 
hinga  visited  L.  Murray,  Newport  News,  VA  4- 
25  Jul  (AF,  NF,  LM,  VK).  Other  singles  were  at 
Stumpy  L.,  Virginia  Beach,  VA  30Jul  (DC)  and 
at  Sycamore  Island  Club,  Montgomery,  MD  8 
Jul  (p.a.,  JH,  Jide  DW).  Least  Bittern  apparent- 
ly bred  at  Huntley  Meadows  Park,  Fairfax,  VA 
this  summer  for  the  first  time  in  a dozen  years 
(KG  et  al).  Two  Least  Bitterns  were  at  Henri- 
cus  Park,  Chesterfield  21  Jun  0K)>  and  a single 
was  observed  there  23  Jul  (FD). 

EGRETS  THROUGH  CRANE 

A Great  Egret  at  Powhatan  Lakes,  Powhatan, 
VA  8 Jul  (WE)  was  wandering  from  the 
species’  usual  locations.  A dark-morph  juv. 
Reddish  Egret  at  Craney  22-24  Jul  (ph.  BW; 
SD  et  al.)  was  one  of  the  season’s  outstanding 
finds;  this  constitutes  the  first  photographi- 
cally documented  record  of  the  species  in  the 
state,  although  there  have  been  recent  sight 
records  from  Tangier  1.  and  Chine.  Rare  on 
the  Piedmont,  a Cattle  Egret  was  discovered 
at  Hughes  Hollow  29  Jun  (MWi).  Yellow- 
crowned  Night-Heron  sightings  where  no- 
table came  from  College  Park,  Prince  George’s 
4 Jul  OWi),  Race  Rd.,  Howard  13  Jul  0So> 
EHo,  NM),  and  Kenilworth  Aquatic  Gardens, 
D.C.  Jun-Jul,  with  a high  of  3 birds  19  Jul  (PP 
et  al).  Though  relatively  rare  as  post-breeding 
wanderers  inland,  imm.  White  Ibis  were  ob- 
served widely  across  the  Region,  including  an 
impressive  22  birds  at  Hog  L,  Surry,  VA  23  Jul 
(FD).  Single  imms.  were  elsewhere  in  Virginia 
at  King  Family  Vineyards,  Albemarle  8-9  Jul 
(DHo,  MA)  and  Radford,  VA  9 Jul  (JS);  single 
imms.  were  in  Maryland  at  Halethorpe  Ponds, 
Baltmore  17  Jul  (BSy),  at  Daniels,  Howard  27 
Jul  OSo.  NM  et  al),  and  at  Jug  Bay,  Prince 
George’s/Anne  Arundel  27Jul+  QSo,  NM  et  al). 
Two  imm.  White  Ibis  were  in  a wetland  be- 
hind a Chester  residence.  Chesterfield  19  Jul 
QK,  ph.).  The  season’s  only  ad.  White  Ibis  in- 
land was  at  Race  Rd.,  Howard  13  Jul  QSo. 
EHo,  NM).  A Glossy  Ibis  discovered  1 Jun  at 
King  Family  Vineyards  (ph.  SM,  RC)  was  an 
excellent  find,  the  first  record  for  Albemarle, 
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VA  since  1989. 

An  ad.  Mississippi  Kite  feeding  a full- 
grown  fledgling  this  season  at  Salisbury, 
Wicomico,  MD  through  10  Jul  provided  the 
state’s  first  evidence  of  nesting  (EP  et  ah).  This 
breeding  milestone  was  achieved  in  a part  of 
Maryland  far  from  where  this  species  nests  in 
n.  Virginia,  in  the  Annandale  and  Waynewood 
areas  in  Fairfax.  The  Highland  eagle  watch 
recorded  4 Golden  Eagle  sightings:  3 birds  in 
Jun  and  one  in  Jul  (SH);  no  evidence  of  breed- 
ing was  detected.  The  Center  for  Conservation 
Biology  Peregrine  Falcon  monitoring  project 
at  the  College  of  William  and  Mary  docu- 
mented 17  breeding  pairs  in  the  Coastal  Plain 
of  Virginia  (fide  BW).  One  pair  produced 
broods  at  two  different  nest  sites. 

The  only  Black  Rail  report  received  was  of 
a single  bird  at  Elliott  I.,  Dorchester,  MD  1 jun 
(RG).  Two  King  Rail  pairs  were  observed 
through  the  season  at  Swan  Harbor,  Harford, 
MD  (DZ  et  al.).  A Virginia  Rail  found  13  Jun 
in  a residential  yard  in  Northeast  D.C.  was  a 
surprise  (fide  SS).  Virginia  Rail  bred  at  Hunt- 
ley  Meadow  this  season  for  the  first  time  in 
several  years;  the  young  were  seen  and  pho- 
tographed (m.ob.).  An  excellent  count  of  at 
least  6 Soras  was  recorded  Swan  Harbor,  MD 
7 Jun  (DZ  et  al),  though  breeding  has  not 
been  confirmed  there.  After  multiple  spring 
sightings  of  a lone  Common  Moorhen  at  Hen- 
ricus  Park,  a pair  was  seen  in  earlyjun.  These 
birds  bred  successfully  and  were  reported  lat- 
er with  2 young  (m.ob.).  An  American  Coot 
was  at  Back  Bay  4 & 16  Jun  QG);  another  was 
at  Swoope,  Augusta,  VA  1 Jun  (AL).  Two 
Sandhill  Cranes  were  reported  from  Pittsburg, 
Montgomery,  VA  1 Jun  (AH),  one  of  the  very 
few  summer  records  for  this  species  in  the 
state’s  Mountains  & Valleys,  where  it  is  more 
typically  a rare  spring  and  fall  transient. 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  DOVES 

The  2008  Virginia  Plover  Survey  documented 
208  Piping  Plover  breeding  pairs,  an  increase 
from  the  199  pairs  recorded  on  the  2007  sur- 
vey (fide  BW).  They  also  recorded  31  Wil- 
son’s Plover  breeding  pairs,  the  highest  total 
for  this  species  since  2003.  The  survey  team 
noted  that  77%  of  all  Piping  Plover  ads.  and 
all  Wilson’s  Plover  ads.  were  observed  on  the 
n.  barrier  islands  of  Assateague,  Wallops,  As- 
sawoman,  Metompkin,  and  Cedar,  Accomack 
(RB,  CSm).  Black-necked  Stilt  nested  for  the 
first  time  in  2008  at  Poplar  I.,  MD,  where  up 
to  4 birds  were  sighted  QR)-  Eight  birds  with 
2 young  were  seen  19  Jul  at  Hart  (EJS  et  al.), 
confirming  nesting  for  the  first  time  at  this 
location,  though  it  had  been  suspected  last 
year.  As  many  as  6 ad.  Black-necked  Stilts 
and  2 chicks  were  observed  along  the  Chin- 


coteague  causeway  this  season  (RBr,  MA); 
birds  have  been  present  in  this  area  for  a 
decade  now.  A female  American  Avocet  in 
breeding  plumage  was  an  interesting  find  at 
Hughlett  Point,  Northumberland,  VA  6 Jul 
(TS);  equally  unusual  were  singles  at 
Leonard’s  Pond,  Rockingham,  VA  20  Jul  (WL) 
and  at  Shirley  Plantation,  Charles  City,  VA  23 
Jul  (ED).  Six  were  at  Craney  22  Jul+  (BW  et 
al),  where  more  expected.  An  impressive  18 
and  25  American  Avocets  were  at  Hart  on  19 
& 26  Jul  (KGr,  GS  et  al);  4 and  7 were  re- 
ported from  Poplar  I.  on  15  & 28  Jul  (POs, 
JR),  respectively.  The  61  Willets  at  Poplar  L, 
MD  24  Jun  was  a locally  high  count  for  this 
species;  just  a single  bird  was  found  on  Hart, 
where  this  species  is  considerably  rarer. 
Twenty  Red  Knots  were  still  at  Chine.  15  Jun 
(RBr),  and  60  arrived  back  there  14Jul  (MA). 
A Short-billed  Dowitcher  was  well  observed 
at  King  Family  Vineyards  6 Jul  (ph.  SM,  MA); 
this  migrant  furnished  the  first  Albemarle 
record  since  the  1960s.  A Long-billed  Dow- 
itcher at  Deal  Island  W.M.A.,  Somerset,  MD 
15  Jul  (CB)  was  very  early.  Unusual  for  the 
season  were  7 Wilson’s  Phalaropes  at  Chine. 
17-18  Jun  (MLe),  with  4 remaining  through 
29  jun  (MLe).  An  ad.  female  was  at  Craney 
18  Jun  and  7 Jul  (SD,  AM,  BW)  and  up  to  2 
were  present  22-23  Jul  (BW,  MI  et  al.).  Sum- 
mering birds  should  be  carefully  monitored 
for  the  possibility  of  breeding  here. 

An  inshore  ad.  Pomarine  Jaeger  at  the 
C.B.B.T.  5 Jun  (RK,  fide  SB)  was  surprisingly 
late.  Laughing  Gulls  bred  at  Reedy  L,  Worces- 
ter, MD,  the  only  2008  nesting  location  in  the 
state  (DBr,  JW,  HTA).  A first-cycle  Franklin’s 
Gull  continued  at  East  Potomac  Park,  D.C. 
through  5 Jim  (BC),  and  one  was  at  Hart  26 
Jul+  (EJS  et  al.).  The  101  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gulls  at  Assateague  1.  set  a new  Maryland 
high  count  QT-S).  Conversely,  a mere  45  Less- 
er Black-backed  Gulls  were  at  Back  Bay  14  Jul 
(RLA,  JG,  DH),  fewer  than  the  150  reported 
in  Jun  2007.  A first-cycle  Sabine’s  Gull  was 
documented  nicely  at  Grandview  Beach, 
Hampton  24  Jun  (BW,  MAB,  ph.  AD,  EM, 
BP),  about  the  11th  record  for  the  Virginia 
Coastal  Plain. 

A Gull-billed  Tern  visited  Truitt’s  Landing, 
Worcester  31  Jul  OBC).  Nest  monitoring  at  the 
H.R.B.T.  recorded  16  Gull-billed  Tern  nests  12 
Jun  (RB;  VD.G.I.E).  A survey  of  beach-nest- 
ing birds  at  Wreck  L,  Northampton  found 
2088  Royal  Tern  nests  and  84  Sandwich  Tern 
nests  3 Jun  (DF,  RAy,  et  al.).  Royal  Terns  first 
nested  on  H.R.B.T.  in  2006  (two  nests);  633 
nests  were  there  12  Jun!  They  had  never  been 
documented  to  have  nested  successfully  at 
Grandview  Beach  until  this  season,  where  208 
pairs  were  observed  24  Jun  (BP  et  al.).  An  ad. 


Roseate  Tern  was  an  excellent  discovery  at 
Chine.  19  Jun  (MLe,  ph.  SR);  a few  non- 
breeders have  summered  in  se.  New  Jersey  in 
recent  seasons,  so  Regional  observers  should 
scrutinize  terns  carefully  for  this  threatened 
species,  which  once  nested  in  some  numbers 
in  Virginia.  A Common  Tern  at  Little  Mead- 
ows L.,  Garrett,  MD  6 Jun  (ML)  was  notable. 
The  H.R.B.T.  hosted  773  Common  Tern  nests 
12  Jun  (RB),  and  131  Black  Skimmer  pairs 
were  at  Grandview  24  Jun  (BP  et  al).  There 
were  121  pairs  of  roof-top  nesting  Least  Terns 
reported  17  Jun:  80  at  Patrick  Henry  Mall, 
Newport  News,  VA  and  41  at  Lynnhaven 
Mall,  Virginia  Beach  (RB).  The  Center  for 
Conservation  Biology  (MAB,  AD,  BP,  BW) 
surveyed  colonial  waterbird  colonies  in 
Gloucester  and  Mathews,  VA  20  Jun.  High- 
lights included  336  nesting  Least  Terns  in 
colonies  of  200,  86,  and  50  birds.  Two  Black 
Terns  6 Jun  at  Poplar  1.  were  a bit  late;  anoth- 
er seen  24  Jun  was  likely  early  (JR),  as  was 
one  at  Chine.  29  Jun  (MLe). 

Up  to  6 Monk  Parakeets  were  at  Stony- 
brook,  Newport  News,  VA  24  Jun  (BW). 
Monk  Parakeets  built  a nest  in  Jun  in  Balti- 
more City  that  was  overtaken  by  European 
Starlings  (fide  MH).  The  Eurasian  Collared- 
Doves  reported  in  spring  at  Lisbon,  Howard, 
MD  continued  through  7 Jun  (m.ob.);  the  2 
discovered  at  Taneytown,  Canoll,  MD  12  Jun 
(MO)  were  not  far  from  a Pennsylvania  pop- 
ulation of  this  species. 

CUCKOOS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Thirteen  Black-billed  Cuckoos  at  Wild  Cat 
Rocks,  Garrett,  MD  5 Jun  represented  a very 
high  count  for  any  single  site  in  the  Region 
(ML).  From  one  to  4 Common  Nighthawks 
were  at  Craney  12  Jun-22  Jul  (BW,  SD, 
A&SK,  AM),  and  small  populations  in  down- 
town Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  appear  to  be 
recovering  slowly  (ESB).  Seven  Chuck-will’s- 
widows  were  at  Big  Levels,  Augusta  15  Jun, 
including  one  bird  carrying  food  to  the 
ground;  the  33  Whip-poor-wills  found  the 
same  day  at  Big  Levels  and  along  nearby  Rte. 
610  made  an  impressive  count  and  included  2 
fledged  young  (AL). 

In  Apr  2008,  a Center  for  Conservation  Bi- 
ology survey  documented  seven  active  cluster 
sites  supporting  26  Red-cockaded  Woodpeck- 
ers at  the  Nature  Conservancy’s  Piney  Grove 
Preserve,  Sussex,  VA.  This  is  the  largest  num- 
ber of  clusters  recorded  since  the  late  1980s, 
and  all  active  clusters  were  occupied  by  at 
least  one  ad.  male  and  female.  The  number  of 
potential  breeding  clusters  has  grown  by  one 
cluster  per  year  over  the  past  four  years.  How- 
ever, despite  the  increased  number  of  poten- 
tial breeding  clusters,  females  in  only  five 
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clusters  laid  eggs.  One  breeding  cluster  lost 
its  entire  clutch  during  incubation  and  never 
re-nested;  another  lost  its  clutch  but  re-nest- 
ed. Four  clusters  successfully  fledged  8 birds. 
Interestingly,  a color-banded  female  Red- 
cockaded  Woodpecker  emigrated  from  North 
Carolina  to  Piney  Grove  in  winter  2007.  This 
female  seemed  to  integrate  well  into  an  active 
cluster,  and  it  appeared  that  she  would  breed 
in  the  spring.  However,  just  as  breeding  be- 
gan, this  female  either  dispersed  or  was  re- 
placed by  a native  Virginia  female  hatched  last 
summer  in  a neighboring  cluster. 

Single  Olive-sided  Flycatchers  at  Sky 
Meadows  S.P.,  Fauquier,  VA  1 Jun  (SBa)  and 
Fort  Dupont  Park,  D.C.  13  Jun  (DK)  were  mi- 
grants, the  latter  bird  late  even  for  this 
species.  The  Alder  Flycatcher  reported  in 
spring  at  Kenilworth  Aquatic  Gardens,  D.C. 
continued  through  1 jul  (PP  et  ah).  A singing 
male  Alder  Flycatcher  was  probably  attempt- 
ing to  breed  in  suitable  high-elevation  wet- 
land habitat.  Highland,  VA  6-7  Jun  (JS,  AL).  A 
Great  Crested  Flycatcher  at  Bloodsworth  1., 
Dorchester  7 Jun  was  likely  a very  late  migrant 
(HTA).  A Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  in  Mont- 
gomery, VA  6 Jun  (FD,  MD,  MP)  was  signifi- 
cant, as  fewer  than  a dozen  records  of  this  fly- 
catcher exist  for  this  part  of  the  state.  Always 
notable,  a Loggerhead  Shrike  was  along  Rte. 
15  near  Middleburg,  Loudoun,  VA  6 Jun;  2 
were  at  Bedford,  VA  18  Jun  (ZT). 

As  in  2007,  the  Shockoe  Bottom  area  in 
downtown  Richmond,  VA  hosted  a spectacular 
daily  display  of  Purple  Martins.  Thousands  of 
martins  used  a row  of  Bradford  Pear  trees  as  a 
pre-migratory  roost.  A proposal  made  last  year 
to  cut  the  trees  down  was  vetoed,  owing  to  the 
martins’  popularity.  A “Gone  to  the  Birds”  fes- 
tival held  26  Jul  celebrated  the  birds’s  return  to 
Richmond.  Though  an  order  of  magnitude 
smaller,  a count  of  135  Purple  Martins  in  the 
Stuarts  Draft  and  Fisherville  areas,  Augusta  16 
Jul  established  a new  summer  county  high 
count  for  this  species  (AL).  An  impressive 
1550  Bank  Swallows  were  along  Cottage  Farm 
Rd.,  Westmoreland,  VA  between  Oak  Grove  and 
Leedstown  30  Jul  (FA).  Cliff  Swallows  nested 
for  the  first  time  at  Federalsburg,  Caroline,  MD 
(JHu,  BH,  JLS).  A single  Cliff  Swallow  was  ob- 
served nest-building  5 Jul;  4 birds  and  a nest 


were  discovered  12  Jul.  A leucistic  Barn  Swal- 
low at  Craney  25  Jul  was  unusual  (T&LB).  A 
Brown  Creeper  at  McCoy’s  Ferry,  Washington, 
MD  1 Jul  (DN)  was  a surprise;  this  is  not  a reg- 
ular breeding  area  for  this  species. 

A Lawrence’s  Warbler  was  an  excellent  find 
at  Jennings- Randolph  L.,  Ganett  2 Jun  (LW, 
JB),  in  the  company  of  a Blue-winged  War- 
bler, also  a local  rarity.  Three  Golden-winged 
Warblers  were  in  Highland,  VA  7 Jun  (WL). 
Two  male  Yellow-rumped  Warblers  sang  atop 
Duncan  Knob,  Bath,  VA  17  Jun  QS),  a first 
summer  record  for  this  site,  though  the 
species  has  been  recorded  as  a possible  breed- 
er from  several  summits  above  1200  m in 
neighboring  counties;  2 on  Reddish  Knob, 
Augusta  15  Jun  (AL)  were  locally  rare  but  ex- 
pected in  this  context. 

A Clay-colored  Sparrow  in  Highland  1 Jun 
(EH)  made  the  first  summer  county  record 
and  only  the  3rd  for  summer  in  the  Virginia 
Mountains  & Valleys  overall.  One  that  sang 
for  several  days  at  Vale  Summit,  Allegany,  MD 
was  also  exceptional  (DY  et  al.).  Six  Savannah 
Sparrows  at  Swoope  and  Bell’s  Lane,  Augusta 
19  Jul  established  a new  summer  peak  count 
for  that  county  (AL).  Male  Henslow’s  Spar- 
rows were  heard  and  seen  at  the  Radford 
Army  Arsenal  near  Dublin,  Pulaski  7 Jul  (PO 
et  al.),  the  only  regular  Virginia  breeding  sta- 
tion known  for  this  species.  One  at 
Poolesville,  Montgomery  through  23  Jun  (JGr 
et  al.)  provided  the  first  summer  record  since 
1999  for  Maryland  away  from  Ganett  and  Al- 
legany. A White-throated  Sparrow  with  a de- 
formed bill  continued  through  2 Jul  at 
Millersville,  AnneAmndel  (T&SB). 

A female  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  at 
Buchanan,  VA  28  Jul  represented  only  the  2nd 
county  record  for  that  month  (RM).  Numerous 
Dickcissels  were  reported  across  the  Region,  in- 
cluding at  least  8 birds  in  Frederick,  MD 
(m.ob.)  and  5 in  Augusta,  VA  (AL  et  al.),  both 
regular  breeding  areas.  Bear  Mountain  Farm, 
on  the  westernmost  ridge  in  Highland,  VA,  once 
again  hosted  likely  breeding  Purple  Finches. 
Two  pairs  of  ads.  frequented  the  farm’s  feeders 
throughout  much  of  Jun  (PR).  A female  Purple 
Finch  at  Falls  Church,  VA  31  Jul  (DS)  was 
more  enigmatic.  A Red  Crossbill  visited  the 
Bear  Mountain  Farm  feeders  2 Jul  (PR),  as  did 


a Pine  Siskin  6 Jun  (PR,  JS).  Another  Pine 
Siskin  was  in  Buchanan,  VA  17  Jul  (RM). 
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A relatively  wet  spring  season  provided 
temporary  relief  from  a long-term, 
drought  in  the  Region,  with  approxi- 
mately one  third  of  the  area  experiencing  un- 
usually dry  conditions  in  early  June.  Howev- 
er, drier  and  hotter  conditions  than  average 
prevailed  for  the  rest  of  the  season,  with  59% 
of  the  Region  affected  by  moderate  to  excep- 
tional drought  conditions  by  late  July.  Areas 
in  northwestern  South  Carolina,  western 
North  Carolina,  and  northeastern  Georgia 
were  particularly  affected.  These  conditions 
negatively  affected  nesting  species  requiring  a 
lost  water  source  or  breeding  habitat,  such  as 
rails  and  waders.  The  only  tropical  storm  near 
the  coast  was  Cristobal,  a weak  system  that 
had  few  if  any  effects  on  birds  in  the  Region. 

Abbreviations;  E.L.H.  (E.  L.  Huie  Land  Ap- 
plication Facility,  Clayton,  GA);  H.B.S.P. 
(Huntington  Beach  S.P.,  Georgetown,  SC); 
S.S.S.  (Savannah  Spoil  Site,  Jasper,  SC). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  GANNET 

Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  are  now  estab- 
lished breeding  birds  in  the  Region.  The 
species  was  reported  regularly  this  summer 
from  breeding  sites  at  Altamaha  W.M.A.,  GA 
and  Donnelley  W.M.A,  SC.  A high  count  of  55 
birds  came  from  the  S.S.S.  28  Jun  (SC),  also  a 
breeding  site.  Inland  sightings  included  2 at 
Phinizy  Swamp,  Augusta,  GA  24  Jun  (RM)  and 
13  Jul  (LS),  2 at  Savannah,  GA  20-21  Jun 
(JPa),  and  5 near  the  coast  in  suburban  Mt. 
Pleasant,  SC  11  Jun  (CR).  A White-cheeked 
Pintail  photographed  near  Ferry  Slip  1.,  NC  9 
Jul  (fide  HL)  was  of  unknown  provenance.  Re- 
ports of  lingering  or  summering  waterfowl  in- 
cluded a Green-winged  Teal  at  the  S.S.S.  17  Jun 
(SC),  a male  Canvasback  at  L.  Don  T.  Howell, 
NC  4 & 16  Jul  (]B),  a Ring-necked  Duck  in 
New  Bern,  NC  4-18  Jul  (OJ),  and  a male  Surf 
Scoter  on  the  Cape  Fear  R.,  NC  7 Jun  (RD). 
Hooded  Merganser  and  Ruddy  Duck  are  scarce 
but  annual  summering  birds  in  the  Region  and 
breed  locally.  This  year,  a female  Hooded  Mer- 


ganser with  3 young  was  in  Cobb,  GA  15  Jun 
(DH),  and  a pair  of  Ruddy  Ducks  with  5 young 
was  at  the  S.S.S.  3 & 11  Jun  (SC).  After  its  in- 
troduction in  the  1930s,  Ring-necked  Pheasant 
quickly  became  an  established  breeding 
species  of  North  Carolina’s  Outer  Banks.  The 
arrival  of  foxes  in  the  1980s  greatly  reduced 
their  numbers  and  range,  and  Hurricane  Isabel 
in  2003  virtually  extirpated  the  species.  An  ex- 
pedition to  the  s.  Core  Banks  found  4 birds  18- 
19  Jul  OP),  possibly  indicating  the  persistence 
of  a small  population. 

A Pacific  Loon  was  observed  and  pho- 
tographed at  Ocean  Island  Beach,  NC  14  Jul 
(SCo),  representing  a very  rare  summer 
record  of  this  mostly  w.  species.  A few  Com- 
mon Loons  are  known  to  linger  in  the  Region 
each  summer,  but  a report  on  13  Jul  of  an  ap- 
parently healthy  bird  present  continuously 
for  12  months  at  Long  Pond,  Lowndes,  GA 
was  particularly  notable  QA).  A rare  breeder 
away  from  the  Coastal  Plain,  up  to  eight  pairs 
of  Pied-billed  Grebes  nested  at  the  E.L.H.  and 
were  present  through  the  summer  (CL). 


Pelagic  birding  in  the  Region  was  relatively 
slow  and  erratic  this  season,  with  westerly 
winds  predominating,  especially  in  late  Jul. 
Two  Pea’s  Petrels  were  seen  on  a trip  out  of 
Hatteras,  NC  7 Jun  (BPl).  Black-capped  Pe- 
trels were  present  in  typical  numbers  off  Hat- 
teras, until  declining  with  a shift  in  the  Gulf 
Stream  in  late  Jul,  while  41  birds  provided  a 
good  count  for  Georgia  offshore  waters  on  a 
trip  out  of  Charleston,  SC  18  Jun  (ND). 
Shearwater  numbers  offshore  were  slightly 
below  average  for  summer.  Off  Hatteras, 
Cory’s  Shearwater  was  notably  scarce  late 
Jun-i-,  while  Greater  Shearwaters  were  found 
in  below-average  numbers  in  early  Jun  (BPI); 


17  of  the  latter  species  were  seen  off  the  Geor- 
gia coast  18  Jun  (ND).  Off  Hatteras,  a single 
Sooty  Shearwater  was  found  7 Jun,  while  sin- 
gle Manx  Shearwaters  were  seen  1 & 6 Jun 
(BPI).  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrel  numbers  were 
remarkably  low  off  Hatteras,  NC  in  late  Jul 
(BPI),  while  14  birds  were  found  off  the  Geor- 
gia coast  18  Jun  (ND).  Three  Leach’s  Storm- 
Petrels  were  seen  off  Hatteras  7 jul  (BPI), 
while  a single  bird  represented  the  12th  off- 
shore Georgia  record  18  Jun  (ND).  A Swin- 
hoe’s  Storm-Petrel  photographed  off  Hatteras 
2 Jun  (BPI)  was  easily  the  find  of  the  year  in 
the  w.  North  Atlantic.  This  bird  represents  the 
3rd  North  American  record  (all  off  e.  North 
Carolina)  and  the  2nd  photographically  doc- 
umented sighting.  Band-rumped  Storm-Pe- 
trels were  present  in  average  numbers  off  Hat- 
teras until  declining  in  late  Jul  due  to  the  Gulf 
Stream  shift  (BPI),  while  at  least  one  was  re- 
ported in  Georgia  offshore  waters  18  Jim 
(ND).  Off  Hatteras,  single  White-tailed  Trop- 
icbirds  were  found  7 & 8 Jul,  and  one  Masked 
Booby  was  seen  7 Jul  (BPI).  Late  juv.  North- 


ern Gannets  were  at  H.B.S.P.  4 Jun  OPe)  and 
St.  Andrews  Sound,  GA  26  Jun  (TM). 

PELICANS  THROUGH  CRANES 

Three  American  White  Pelicans  at  L.  Collins, 
Simter,  GA  3 Jul  (fide  PHa)  provided  a very 
rare  summer  inland  record.  A single  Brown 
Pelican  was  at  L.  Walter  E George,  GA  29  Jun 
(WCh),  for  an  unusual  inland  record.  Breeding 
pairs  of  this  species  were  down  from  4000  in 
recent  years  to  800  at  Little  Egg  Island  Bar, 
Glynn,  GA,  while  600  pairs  nested  at  the  Satil- 
la  River  Marsh  I.,  Camden,  GA  (BW).  Recent 
declines  of  nesting  pairs  of  Brown  Pelicans 
have  also  been  recorded  in  North  and  South 


Normally  found  only  in  southern  Florida  and  the  Florida  Keys,  a Great  White  Heron  wm  an  extraordinary  find  at  the  Mercer 
Wetlands,  Dekalb  County,  Georgia  22  June  2008.  It  remained  here  until  29  June.  Photograph  by  Darlene  Moore. 
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Carolina,  suggesting  that  “it  may  not  be  the  re- 
sult oT  local  habitat  changes  or  disturbances 
but  rather  the  consequence  of  a larger-scale  is- 
sue such  as  changes  in  food  resources”  (SCa). 
Anhingas  are  becoming  more  common  farther 
inland  as  their  range  expands  to  the  north  and 
west  along  river  basins.  A single  bird  was  pres- 
ent at  Reeves  wetland  in  Henry,  GA  11-22  Jul 
(PR),  and  one  was  on  the  Deep  R.,  Lee,  NC  13 
Jul  (SS).  A single  Magnificent  Frigatebird  was 
seen  at  St.  Andrews  Sound,  GA  25  Jun 
(C&PK),  and  one  was  at  St.  Simons  1.,  GA  25 
jul  (BW).  American  Bittern  is  a rare  summer- 
ing bird  in  the  Coastal  Plain,  so  a single  bird 
calling  in  the  lower  Piedmont  was  quite  no- 
table in  Meriwether,  GA  26  Jul  (CM).  A Great 
White  Heron  was  a remarkable  find  at  the  Mer- 
cer Wetlands  in  Dekalb,  GA  22-29  Jun  (HG, 
m.ob.).  Reddish  Egret  is  an  extremely  rare  and 
local  breeding  bird  in  South  Carolina  and  is 
also  found  uncommonly  in  summer  at  coastal 
sites  across  the  Region.  There  were  only  four 
reports  this  season,  all  single  birds,  including  a 
rare  white  morph  at  Bear  Island  W.M.A.  25  Jul 
(ND).  There  were  several  inland  reports  of 
White  Ibis  in  the  Region  during  post-breeding 
dispersal,  while  a Glossy  Ibis  in  Orange,  NC  7 
Jun  provided  a rare  inland  record  of  that 
species  (WC).  Roseate  Spoonbills  were  report- 
ed from  regular  coastal  sites,  including  22  in 
Glynn,  GA  1 Jun  (JM)  and  a high  count  of  61 
at  the  S.S.S.  24  Jul  (SC).  Of  note  inland  was 
one  juv.  bird  at  Ocmulgee  N.M.,  Bibb,  GA  5 Jul 
(AD).  Biologists  have  observed  pairs  of 
Roseate  Spoonbills  in  a wading  bird  colony  in 
Georgia  and  speculate  that  breeding  may  occur 
in  that  state  in  the  near  future  (BW).  Wood 
Storks  continued  their  recovery  from  devastat- 
ing historic  lows  in  the  late  1970s  and  are  ex- 
panding their  range  northward.  The  northern- 
most known  rookery  established  in  2005  in 
Columbus,  NC  hosted  149  nesting  pairs  this 
year  (SCa);  60  nests  were  counted  in 
Charleston,  SC  11  Jun  (D&CS);  and  a record 
510  pairs  nested  at  Harris  Neck  N.W.R.,  GA 
(BW).  A number  of  former  breeding  sites  in 
Georgia  were  dry  due  to  the  drought  and  did 
not  host  colonies  this  year.  Significant  inland 
finds  included  one  juv.  in  Davidson,  NC  14  Jul 
(GS  et  al.)  and  7 in  Stokes,  NC  27  Jul  (ph.  CO). 

As  many  as  4 Swallow-tailed  Kites,  includ- 
ing what  appeared  to  be  a pair,  were  found  for 
the  4th  consecutive  year  on  the  Cape  Fear  R. 
in  Bladen,  NC,  but  nesting  in  tbe  area  has  still 
not  been  conhrmed  (RD).  There  were  several 
reports  of  the  species  from  its  typical  range 
farther  south,  though  no  large  post-breeding 
flocks  were  reported  during  the  period,  A 
number  of  rare  summer  records  of  Northern 
Harriers  were  provided  by  single  birds  in  On- 
slow, NC  19  Jun  QC),  Beaufort,  NC  22  Jun 


(RD),  Lamar,  GA  21  Jul  QO).  and  at  the  S.S.S. 
24  Jul  (SC).  A localized  breeding  species 
along  the  coast,  a pair  of  Broad-winged 
Hawks  was  again  observed  at  Croatan  N.E, 
NC  and  a juv.  was  seen  19  Jul  OFe)- 

Only  2 Black  Rails  were  confirmed  to  have 
spent  the  summer  in  a marsh  in  n.  Greene,  GA 
(PWS).  This  annual  nesting  site  has  hosted  sev- 
eral pairs  in  the  past,  but  severe  drought  condi- 
tions are  the  likely  cause  of  the  recent  decline. 
There  were  multiple  reports  of  birds  calling  at 
regular  breeding  areas  at  Bear  Island  W.M.A. , 
SC  (ND).  A Sora  was  heard  and  seen  in  Win- 
ston-Salem, NC  4 Jun  (GS,  LSc),  which  likely 
represents  a very  late  spring  migrant.  Rare 
breeders  in  the  Piedmont,  Common  Moorhens 
and  American  Coots  again  nested  at  the  E.L.H. 

(CL) .  Very  unusual  in  the  Region  during  sum- 
mer aside  from  residents  in  extreme  se.  Geor- 
gia, an  apparently  injured  Sandhill  Crane  was 
present  in  Gwinnett,  GA  9-15  Jul  (SSI). 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  FLYCATCHERS 

A Snowy  Plover  at  Ocracoke  Inlet  in  Jun  (fide 
DC)  provided  North  Carolina’s  4th  record  of 
the  species,  while  another  bird  represented 
the  state’s  5th  record  at  Hammocks  Beach  S.P. 
21-26  Jul  (ER,  m.ob.).  This  presents  the  pos- 
sibility that  2 birds  were  present  in  the  state  at 
the  same  time!  Upland  Sandpipers  fueling  up 
for  their  migration  to  s.  South  America  ar- 
rived in  the  Region  on  schedule,  with  the  first 
report  of  a single  bird  at  the  Bostwick,  GA  sod 
farm  23  Jul  (MMc),  and  a high  count  of  4 
birds  at  the  Orangeburg  , SC  sod  farm  31  Jul 
(ND).  Four  Whimbrels  provided  an  early 
record  on  St.  Catherine’s  1.,  GA  11  Jul  (PWS). 
Very  unusual  for  midsummer  were  2 Marbled 
Godwits  on  Jekyll  I.  27  Jun  (P&TM).  White- 
rumped  Sandpiper  reports  included  3 at  the 
E.L.E  2 Jun  (MMc,  BC),  3 at  Carter’s  L,  GA  2 
Jun  (MM),  and  one  at  the  S.S.S.  11  Jun  (SC). 
A group  of  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  that  summers 
at  the  S.S.S.  reached  its  peak  with  11  birds 
present  24  Jul  (SC).  Red-necked  Phalaropes 
arrived  right  on  time  off  Hatteras,  NC,  as  8 
birds  were  found  25  Jul  (BPI). 

A single  Bonaparte’s  Gull  was  at  the  S.S.S. 
16  & 24  Jul  (SC),  providing  a rare  summer 
record.  Great  Black-backed  Gulls  have  been 
expanding  their  range  southward  for  decades, 
a concern  due  to  their  status  as  a major  pred- 
ator of  colonial  nesting  birds.  Single  birds 
were  seen  on  Jekyll  1.  5 Jun  (TMc)  and  at 
H.B.S.P  17  Jul  (CG),  while  3 were  found  at 
Kiawah  1.,  SC  27  Jul  (ND).  Biologists  were  ex- 
cited to  find  that  up  to  15  pairs  of  Gull-billed 
Terns  nested  in  Glynn,  GA  on  a new  dredge 
spoil  island  created  to  provide  breeding  habi- 
tat for  this  and  other  colonial  nesting  species 

(BW) .  As  many  as  10  pairs  nested  at  St. 


Catherine’s  1.,  GA  for  the  first  time  since  the 
early  1990s  (BW).  Very  unusual  away  from 
the  immediate  coast,  2 were  present  in  Wash- 
ington, NC  29  Jun-19  Jul  (RD,  DR).  A single 
Arctic  Tern  was  off  Hatteras,  NC  7 Jun  (BPI), 
a typical  date  for  a migrant.  Pairs  of  nesting 
Royal  Terns  on  Little  Egg  Island  Bar,  Glynn, 

GA  were  down  from  a recent  historic  high  of 
9000  to  only  1000  pairs  (BW).  Notably,  the 
species  has  apparently  shifted  its  primary 
nesting  area  to  a site  on  the  Savannah  R.  in 
South  Carolina;  the  remaining  Georgia  colony 
had  good  fledging  success.  Black  Skimmers 
nested  at  St.  Catherine’s  L,  GA  for  the  first 
time  in  over  15  years  (20  pairs),  and  60  pairs 
nested  in  Glynn,  GA,  but  a colony  on  Little  St. 
Simons  L,  GA  was  wiped  out  by  raccoons 
(BW).  Single  South  Polar  Skuas  were  seen  on 
6 6ar  27  Jun  off  Hatteras,  NC  (BPI). 

A Northern  Saw- whet  Owl  was  heard  near 
Grandfather  Mt.,  NC  3 Jun  OL),  and  another 
was  captured  and  released  at  a banding  station 
on  the  Blue  Ridge  Parkway,  NC  3 Jul  (KC  et 
al.).  An  ad.  Broad-billed  Hummingbird  ap- 
peared at  a feeder  in  Americus,  Sumter,  GA  24- 
28  Jul  (PHa),  representing  the  3rd  record  over- 
all for  the  state  and  the  first  for  summer.  A 
Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  banded  on  its 
wintering  grounds  in  Costa  Rica  in  Jan  2008 
by  the  Hilton  Pond  Center  (a  South  Carolina 
research  group)  was  found  in  Baxley,  GA  20 
Jun  (BH,  BS).  This  bird  was  the  first  of  its 
species,  and  perhaps  of  any  hummingbird 
species,  to  be  banded  on  its  wintering  grounds 
in  the  tropics  and  then  encountered  later  with- 
in its  North  American  breeding  range  (BH). 

Alder  Flycatchers  are  rare  and  local  breeders 
in  the  s.  Appalachians,  so  2 singing  birds  were 
notable  at  Big  Yellow  Mt.,  NC  19  Jun  (ML), 
while  as  many  as  8 were  on  territory  at  the  re- 
liable Roan  Mt.  site  (RK).  Least  Flycatchers  are 
rare  but  annual  nesting  birds  in  the  Blue  Ridge 
of  Georgia  at  the  s.  limit  of  their  breeding 
range.  Sightings  included  a single  bird  in 
Rabun,  GA  5 Jun  (PH)  and  a pair  at  the  same 
location  28  Jun  (KB  et  al.).  Willow  Flycatchers 
have  a similar  status  in  the  state  and  are  rarely 
found  in  summer  s.  of  the  mts.;  a pair  was  not- 
ed in  the  Blue  Ridge  at  a regular  site  in 
Blairsville,  GA  10  Jun  (AS  et  al).  Gray  King- 
bird is  likely  a more  common  breeding  bird  in 
Georgia  than  currently  known.  Three  were  at 
the  regular  site  at  the  Convention  Center  on 
Jekyll  L,  GA  1 Jun  QM)  and  24  Jul  (SP).  A pair 
of  Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  that  has  nested 
near  Monroe,  NC  for  five  years  again  arrived 
and  began  breeding  activities,  only  to  have  the 
male  tragically  killed  by  a car  strike  8 Jun 
(AO).  The  female  continued  a nesting  attempt 
until  28  Jun,  but  it  was  not  clear  if  eggs  were 
present.  A single  bird  was  seen  in  the  e.  I 
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Coastal  Plain  at  Pactolus,  NC  24Jun  (CD). 

¥liE0S  THROUGH  FIHCHES 

Two  active  Warbling  Vireo  nests'  were  docu- 
mented in  Winston-Salem,  NC  8 Jun  (]H), 
which  is  e.  of  the  main  breeding  range  in  the 
extreme  nw.  corner  of  the  state  and  part  of  a lo- 
calized e.  range  extension.  One  nest  contained 
an  incubating  female,  while  another  held  3 
young  very  close  to  fledging.  Always  notable 
away  from  the  mts.,  a Common  Raven  was 
seen  and  heard  in  Alamance,  NC  14  Jun  (SW). 
Horned  Larks  were  noted  in  the  outer  Coastal 
Plain  again  this  season,  with  the  significant 
sighting  of  a pair  of  ads.  with  2 juvs.  at  North 
River  Farms,  Carteret,  NC  29  Jun  (]F).  Once 
considered  a rare  breeding  bird  in  the  state. 
Red-breasted  Nuthatch  is  now  a well-estab- 
lished permanent  resident  in  the  Blue  Ridge  of 
ne.  Georgia,  associated  closely  with  areas  of 
mature  Hemlocks  and  White  Pines.  A single 
bird  was  in  Union,  GA  11  Jun  (SCh),  3 birds 
were  in  Rabun,  GA  28  Jun  (KB  et  al.),  and  an 
active  nest  with  young  was  observed  in  Mur- 
ray, GA  7 Jun  (fide  BY).  Notable  at  the  edge  of 
the  w.  Piedmont  were  5 birds  at  South  Moun- 
tains S.P.,  NC  4 Jun  (WM).  A Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet  singing  on  Roan  Mt.,  NC  2 Jun  (|L) 
was  unusual  for  the  date.  Also  significant  was 
a Golden-crowned  Kinglet  behaving  territori- 
ally in  Rabun,  GA  28  Jun  (KB  et  al),  providing 
a very  rare  summer  record.  This  species  has  yet 
to  be  documented  breeding  in  that  state  but 
has  nested  in  similar  habitat  in  adjacent  areas 
of  North  and  South  Carolina. 

There  was  at  least  one  report  of  a Swain- 
son’s  Thrush  this  season  at  Great  Smoky 
Mountains  N.P.  (fide  PSu),  while  several  males 
were  again  singing  on  territory  in  the  Black 
Mts.  between  Balsam.  Gap  and  Mt.  Mitchell 
late  May-late  Jul  (MW).  This  species  has  oc- 
curred more  regularly  during  summer  at  very 
high  elevations  in  w.  North  Carolina  for  the 
past  several  years,  including  territorial  males. 
Direct  evidence  of  breeding  has  not  yet  been 
obtained.  Summering  Magnolia  Warblers  were 
again  recorded  in  w.  North  Carolina,  with  a 
single  bird  on  Rough  Ridge  1 & 3 Jun  (JL),  2 
birds  near  Grandfather  Mt.  3 Jun  (JL),  and  a 
high  count  of  6 singing  males  on  Roan  Mt.  6 
jun  (RK).  A very  unusual  summer  sighting  for 
the  immediate  coast  was  a male  Yellow- 
ramped  Warbler  in  a birdbath  on  Hilton  Head 
L,  SC  14  jun  (JCo).  Cerulean  Warblers  are  re- 
sponding to  specific  forest  management  prac- 
tices in  ne.  Georgia  intended  to  create  suitable 
breeding  habitat  for  this  declining  species. 
Two  birds  were  found  in  a treated  area  in 
Union,  GA  9 Jun  (NS  et  al),  while  at  least  one 
bird  was  detected  by  biologists  during  a sur- 
vey at  a breeding  site  created  by  arsonist  fires 


10-12  years  ago  near  Columbia  Mt.,  Lumpkin, 
GA  5 Jun  (TK  et  al).  In  early  Jun,  a pair  of 
Lark  Sparrows  was  again  observed  on  several 
occasions  at  Carolina  Sandhills  N.W.R.,  SC, 
where  nesting  had  been  confirmed  in  spring. 
This  constituted  the  first  well-documented 
breeding  of  the  species  in  that  state.  Dickcis- 
sels  were  present  in  higher-than-average  num- 
bers across  the  Region  this  summer  and  were 
noted  at  several  new  locations.  Significant 
breeding  sites  included  8 birds  at  Pine  Chapel 
Rd.,  Gordon,  GA  4 Jul  (MM)  and  a high  count 
of  20  birds  at  North  River  Farms,  Carteret,  NC 
1 Jun  (JF).  For  the  2nd  year  in  a row,  only  a 
male  Baltimore  Oriole  was  seen  this  season  at 
a formerly  reliable  Piedmont  nesting  site  on 
Shimpock  Rd.,  Cabarrus,  NC  QB). 

Red  Crossbills  were  reported  more  than 
usual  at  the  s.  edge  of  their  range  this  season. 
Up  to  14  birds  were  present  in  Rabun,  GA  22 
Jun-27  Jul  (KB,  m.ob.),  including  nearly 
flightless  juv.  birds  on  at  least  one  occasion, 
indicating  that  breeding  took  place  nearby.  A 
flock  of  7 birds  was  in  White,  GA  1 Jun+ 
(]Mc).  Pine  Siskins  were  seen  in  Rabun,  GA  4 
(MMc,  BC)  & 19  Jul  QFl,  EH).  This  is  anoth- 
er species  that  may  breed  at  the  s.  edge  of  its 
range  in  the  mts.  of  ne.  Georgia,  but  direct  ev- 
idence of  nesting  has  not  been  obtained. 
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The  season  was  characterized  by  average 
temperatures  and  rainfall,  although  the 
Region  remained  with  a rainfall  deficit. 
Beach-nesting  birds  in  the  panhandle  experi- 
enced good  breeding  success,  while  strong 
tides  washed  out  most  beach  nests  in  north- 
eastern Florida.  Reports  of  extralimital  breed- 
ing included  a mixed  pair  of  Wtirdemann’s 
Heron  and  dark-morph  Great  Blue  Heron  in 
the  Panhandle  and  a pair  of  Sooty  Terns  for 
the  second  consecutive  year  in  the  Big  Bend. 
Verified  rarities  included  Tropical/Couchs 
Kingbirds,  Yellow-green  Vireo,  and  Bahama 
Mockingbird. 

Abbreviations/definitions:  FO.S.R.C.  (Florida 
Ornithological  Society  Records  Committee); 
FLMNH  (Florida  Museum  of  Natural  Histo- 
ry); Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  (North  Shore 
Restoration  Area,  Orange  unless  otherwise 
specified);  S.T.A.-5  (Stormwater  Treatment 
Area  5,  Hendry)'  report  (any  observation); 
record  (only  those  reports  verifiable  from  pho- 
tograph, videotape,  or  specimen  evidence). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  JAEGERS 

Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  continue  to 
expand  their  range,  with  a record  high  of  83 
at  Viera  Wetlands,  Brevard  6 Jun  (DF),  9 as  far 
s.  as  Miami-Dade  QoB),  and  2 as  far  n.  as 
Gilchrist  (RR)  and  Leon  (GM).  Fulvous 
Whistling-Ducks  were  unusual  at  Celery 
Fields,  Sarasota  20  Jun  (SD),  Viera  Wetlands 
30  Jul  (AB),  and  Paynes  Prairie  Preserve  S.P., 
Alachua  6 Jun  (ML,  CP).  Lingering  ducks  in- 
cluded an  American  Wigeon  in  Hcndiy  19  Jul 
(ME);  12  Blue-winged  Teal  in  Hendry  14  Jun 
(ME)  and  9 others  in  Sarasota  QP),  Alachua 
(JH,),  Leon  (GM),  Franklin  (MF),  Orange 
(HR),  Polk  (PT),  and  Miami-Dade  (RT);  lone 
Redheads  in  Leon  2 Jun  (GM,  AL)  and  Pinel- 


las 14  Jun  (CF);  10  Ring-necked 
Ducks  in  Hendiy  14  Jun  (ME) 
and  one  in  Osceola  13  Jun  (JT, 
CN);  2 Greater  Scaup  in  Hillsbor- 
ough through  6 Jun  (ph.  CF);  2 
Lesser  Scaup  in  Leon  17  Jul  (GM, 
MG)  and  singles  in  Brevard  14 
Jun  (DF),  Alachua  1 & 19-21  Jun 
(RR,  HW),  Pasco  16Jul  (KT),  and 
Hendry  19  Jul  (ME);  lone  Surf 
Scoters  at  Tierra  Verde,  Pinellas 
through  3 Jun  (RS)  and  on  the 
Amelia  R.,  Nassau  16  Jun  (PL);  a 
Hooded  Merganser  in  Alachua  2- 
4 Jun  (BC,  LH);  and  up  to  7 Red- 
breasted Mergansers  in  Brevard 
10  Jun+  (DF)  and  another  in  Col- 
lier 5 Jun  (CFa). 

Five  Common  Loons  at  Ft. 
Pickens,  Escambia  11  Jun  (RD)  and  a single  at 
Bald  Pt.,  Franklin  30  Jul  QoM)  were  the  only 
loons  reported.  Single  alternate-plumaged 
Horned  Grebes  were  at  different  Pasco  loca- 
tions 1 QM)  & 9 Jun  (KT).  Rare  in  any  sea- 
son, 24  American  Flamingos 
at  Biscayne  Bay,  Miami-Dade 
10  Jun  (jy  BB)  were  at  an  un- 
usual location  and  of  un- 
known provenance.  A pelagic 
trip  off  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet, 

Volusia  15  Jun  yielded  12 
Cory’s,  34  Greater,  and  106 
Audubon’s  Shearwaters  as  well 
as  10  Wilson’s,  14  Leach’s,  and 
4 Band-rumped  Storm-Petrels 
(MB,  BW).  A dead  Greater 
Shearwater  at  Melbourne 
Beach,  Brevard  3 Jul  was  not 
salvaged,  but  a Sooty  Shearwa- 
ter found  nearby  6 Jul  was 
brought  to  a rehabilitation 
center,  where  it  died  the  next 
day  (AB;  *FLMNH).  Another 
Sooty  was  offshore  Miami- 
Dade  6 Jul,  as  were  5 Leach’s 
and  3 Band-rumped  Storm-Pe- 
trels 14  Jun  (RT  et  ah).  A 
Brown  Booby  wandered  along 
the  Gulf  coast  to  Longboat 
Key,  Manatee  8 Jun  QG)-  Lin- 
gering American  White  Peli- 
cans were  reported  locally  throughout  the 
peninsula,  with  a high  count  of  750+  at 
S.T.A.-5  on  14  Jun  (ME  et  al).  Rare  but  local- 
ly regular  inland,  Brown  Pelicans  were  in 
Alachua  (GW)  and  Oratrge  (RL).  A Great 
White  Heron  at  Gulf  Breeze,  Santa  Rosa  19  Jul 
was  rare  for  the  Panhandle  (LD,  RD),  but  in 
cen.  Florida,  where  Great  Whites  are  occa- 
sional, others  lingered  at  Viera  Wetlands 
through  5 Jul  (one;  TD)  and  Lake  Apopka 


N.S.R.A.  all  season  (3;  HR).  Previously  unre- 
ported in  the  Panhandle,  a Wiirdemann’s 
Heron  successfully  bred  with  a Great  Blue 
Heron  at  Okaloosa  I.,  Okaloosa  (ph.  DJ). 
(Wurdemann’s  Heron  is  an  intergrade  be- 
tween Great  White  and  Great  Blue  Herons.) 
Inland  Roseate  Spoonbills  were  n.  to  Alachua 
(3;  SLa)  and  Marion  (4;  MHa),  with  a high 
count  of  250  at  S.T.A.-5  on  14  Jun  (ME).  At 
least  80  Wood  Storks  were  counted  at  a rook- 
ery in  Wakulla  (GM),  and  340  were  at  Viera 
Wetlands  24  Jun  (DF). 

A high  count  of  520  Swallow-tailed  Kites  at 
Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  26  Jun  (HR)  was  im- 
pressive. Four  White-tailed  Kites  at  Ever- 
glades N.R,  Miami-Dade  in  early  Jul  (BR  et  al.) 
and  one  at  Three  Lakes  Wildlife  Management 
Area,  Osceola  13  Jun  QT,  CN)  were  rare  and 
local  residents.  Not  verified  as  a breeding 
species  in  Florida,  a female  Northern  Harrier 
lingered  at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  through  27 
Jun  (HR).  Surprising  summer  reports  were  a 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk  at  Gulf  Breeze  6 Jul,  a 
first  for  the  Panhandle  (RD),  and  a Merlin  at 


Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  5 Jul  (BS),  the  state’s 
2nd  for  the  season.  Usually  breeding  in  ex- 
tensive forest  tracts,  a pair  of  Short-tailed 
Hawks  successfully  nested  at  urban  Sawgrass 
Lake  Park,  Pinellas  (RS).  Declining  as  a breed- 
er in  n.  Florida,  single  Limpkins  were  report- 
ed as  far  w.  as  Dead  Lakes,  Gulf  (DS)  and  L. 
Munson,  Leon  (GM,  MG). 

One  of  Florida’s  introduced  resident 
Whooping  Cranes  wandered  n.  to  Paynes 


Previously  unreported  in  the  Florida  panhandle,  this  Wiirdemann's  Heron  (left) 
successfully  bred  with  a Great  Blue  Heron  at  Okaloosa  Island,  Okaloosa  County  in 

summer  2008  (here  11  June).  Photograph  by  Dick  Jenkins. 
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This  Pomarine  Jaeger  at  Siesta  Key  Beach,  Sarasota  County  4 July  2008  was  one  of 
two  reported  on  Florida's  Gulf  coast  this  summer.  Photograph  by  Burt  Finkelstein. 


Prairie  Preserve  S.R  28  Jun  QB  et  al).  Local  in 
summer,  American  Coots  were  reported  in 
Hendry  (number  not  specified;  ME)  and  Hills- 
borough (2;  BA).  An  early  high  count  of  70 
Semipalmated  Plovers  was  in  Pinellas  6 Jul 
(RS).  Snowy  Plovers  had  another  banner  year 
at  Gulf  Islands  National  Seashore,  Escambia, 
with  50+  nests  by  17  jun  (MoC).  At  the  s.  ex- 
treme of  their  Florida  breeding  range,  5 
Snowy  chicks  were  found  in  Lee  in  early  Jun 
(CE).  Two  Piping  Plovers  were  early  at  Fort 
De  Soto  Park,  Pinellas  22  jul  (RS),  as  was  a 
Solitary  Sandpiper  in  Pasco  13  jul  QM)-  Rate 
inland,  Willets  were  in  Alachua  25  jun  (one; 
LDa),  Leon  1 jul  (one;  GM,  MC)  and  Orange  9 
Jul  (2;  HR).  Curlew  numbers  were  above  av- 
erage, with  2 Whimbrels  in  St.  Lucie  14  jul 
(DS)  and  one  in  Hillsborough  26  jun  (EH, 
DG).  Lone  Long-billed  Curlews  were  pho- 
tographed in  Nassau  3 jul  (PL),  Lee  20  jul+ 
(fide  CE),  and  Pinellas  20-23  jul  (RS  et  al). 
Another  was  in  Collier  12  Jul  (CFa).  A single 
Hudsonian  Godwit  flew  over  Cutler  Ridge, 
Miami-Dade  18  Jul  (RT),  furnishing  the  Re- 
gion’s first  summer  report.  A flock  of  50  Mar- 
bled Godwits  in  Lee  31  jul  (CE,  CB)  was  the 
season’s  high  count.  Shorebird  surveys  in  Nas- 
sau recorded  48  northbound  Red  Knots  4 jun 
and  30  total  southbound  birds,  including  one 
26  jul  that  had  been  banded  in  Chile  (PL).  On 
the  Gulf  coast,  40  southbound  Red  Knots 
were  counted  in  Pinellas  22  jul  (RS).  Of  12 
White-rumped  Sandpipers  reported  this  sea- 
son (HR,  RD,  CFa,  DF),  one  at  Merritt  Island 
N.W.R.  22  jun  (TD)  was  the  latest.  A Dunlin 
and  up  to  7 Short-billed  Dowitchers  lingered 
at  Gulf  Islands  N.S.  until  4 jun  and  17  jun,  re- 
spectively (RD).  Two  American  Woodcocks  at 


Tate’s  Hell  S.E  19  jul  QoM, 
AK)  followed  the  first  breed- 
ing evidence  of  this  species 
in  Franklin  this  spring.  An 
early  Wilson’s  Phalarope 
dropped  in  near  Lake  Apop- 
ka N.S.R.A.  30  jul  (HR). 

Lingering  gulls  included 
a Bonaparte’s  at  Bald  Pt.  14 
jun  0oM)>  2 Lesser  Black- 
backeds  in  Miami-Dade  14 
jun  (RT),  and  a Great  Black- 
backed  in  Pinellas  20  jul 
(SH).  For  the  2nd  consecu- 
tive year,  a pair  of  Sooty 
Terns  successfully  nested  on 
the  old  St.  George  Island 
Causeway,  Franklin  (AK).  A 
dead  Sooty  was  salvaged  in 
Duval  8 jun  (Lj;  *FLMNH). 
Reports  of  breeding  Least 
Terns  included  over  200 
chicks  that  fledged  at  Gulf 
Islands  N.S.  by  17  jun  (MoC);  150  ads.  and 
30  young  at  Estero  L,  Lee  1 jul  (CE);  25  pairs 
nesting  at  Port  Canaveral,  Brevard  (DF);  up  to 
7 at  Winter  Park  (Orange)  through  the  season 
(BHA  et  al.);  and  6 on  a roof  at  Tallahassee, 
Leon  (GM).  An  early  staging  of  350  Leasts  was 
at  Ft.  De  Soto  22  jul  (RS).  A count  of  67 
Caspian  Terns  at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  6-8 
jun  (HR)  was  high.  A banded  Roseate  Tern  at 
Gulf  Islands  N.S.  4 jun  was  the  first  there  in 


50  years  (TRD).  The  only  Arctic  Terns  were  2 
identified  160  km  off  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet  15 
jun  (MB,  BW).  High  tides  caused  total  failure 
of  a Black  Skimmer  colony  in  Duval  29  jul 
(PL).  Local  inland,  34  skimmers  were  at  Lake 
Apopka.  N.S.R.A.  1-6  Jun  (HR).  Of  the  7 Po- 
marine jaegers  reported  (MB,  RT),  singles  at 
Siesta  Key  Beach,  Sarasota  (ph.  BF)  and  8 km 
off  Sandy  Key,  Pinellas  12  jul  (ph.  SC)  were 
the  only  Gulf  reports. 


DOVES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

White-winged  Doves  continue  to  expand 
northward,  with  79  at  The  Villages,  Marion  28 
jul  QD).  Twenty  Monk  Parakeets  were  count- 
ed at  a local  population  at  Patrick  A.FB.  (DF), 
the  only  known  breeding  colony  in  Brevard. 
Twenty-four  Burrowing  Owls  at  the  only  Pan- 
handle colony,  Eglin  A.FB.,  Okaloosa  6 jul  was 
11  fewer  than  one  year  ago  (LF  et  al).  Belted 
Kingfishers  returned  as  early  as  20  jun  in  Or- 
ange (HR)  and  21  jun  in  Alachua  (RC,  RR). 
Locally  distributed  within  the  state.  Hairy 
Woodpeckers  were  in  Escambia  (BT),  Alachua 
(BC),  Osceola  (DR,  BHA),  and  Hetrdiy  (BA). 
Rare  at  any  season,  Tropical/Couch’s  King- 
birds were  reported  at  Gulf  Breeze  10  jul  (RD, 
acc.  by  FO.S.R.C.)  and  Ft.  De  Soto  Park  16  jul 
(ph.  LA,  acc.  by  FO.S.R.C.).  Local  inland,  a 
Gray  Kingbird  at  S.T.A.-5  on  19  jul  (ME)  was 
likely  a post-breeding  wanderer. 

A Red-eyed  Vireo  at  Ormond  Beach,  Volu- 
sia 13  jul  was  an  early  migrant  (MW),  while  a 
Black-whiskered  Vireo  of  the  barbatulus  sub- 
species at  Gulf  Breeze  16  jun  was  far  n.  of  its 
normal  range  (RD).  A Yellow-green  Vireo 
photographed  at  Key  Largo,  Monroe  17  jun 
furnished  a 2nd  state  record  (ph.  LM,  acc.  by 
FO.S.R.C.).  Early  swallow  reports  were  a sin- 
gle Tree  in  Oratrge  19  jul  (HR),  3 Banks  in  Or- 
ange 9 jul+  (HR),  2 Cliffs  in  St.  Lucie  14  jul 
(DS),  and  13  Barns  in  Seminole  18  jul  (PH). 
Single  Carolina  Chickadees  ventured  s.  to 
Boyd  Hill  Nature  Preserve,  Pinellas  through  5 


jul  (SL  et  al.)  and  Kendall  Indian  Hammocks, 
Miami-Dade  5-9  jul  (BR  et  al).  The  latter  bird 
was  only  the  2rd  for  that  county,  which  is  ap- 
proximately 200  km  from  the  nearest  known 
breeding  population!  Locally  breeding  in  n. 
Florida,  an  American  Robin  was  singing  at 
Columbia  City,  Columbia  17  jun  (JK).  Since 
2001,  Gray  Catbirds  have  unsuccessfully  at- 
tempted to  breed  at  Gainesville;  this  season,  a 
nest  discovered  17  jul  was  abandoned  by  the 


This  Carolina  Chickadee  in  Kendall,  Miami-Dade  County,  Florida  5-9  July  2008  was  about  200  km  south  of  the  nearest  known 
population.  Photograph  by  Angel  Abreu. 
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Rare  in  summer,  this  Palm  Warbler  in  Pinellas  County  1 0 July  2008  was  one  of  three  reported  in  Florida  this  season.  Photo- 
graph by  Gail  Deterra. 


seasons  end  (MM).  Reported  almost  annually, 
a Bahama  Mockingbird  at  Key  Largo  18  Jun 
was  the  only  West  Indian  vagrant  pho- 
tographed (RM,  CR). 

Late  warblers  included  a Palm  in  Alachua  8 
Jun  (RR),  a Blackpoll  in  Santa  Rosa  1 jun 
(RD),  and  a Black-and-white  in  Putnam  1 Jun 
(DF).  Early  warblers  to  return  were:  a Yellow 
13  Jul  in  Santa  Rosa  (RD);  a Black-throated 
Green  in  Hillsborough  24  Jul  (DG,  EH);  Yel- 
low-throateds  in  Miami-Dade  (one;  BR)  and 
Pasco  (2;  KT)  9 Jul;  a Prairie  in  Orange  16  Jul 
(HR);  single  Palms  in  Pinellas  10  Jul  (ph.  GD) 
and  Franklin  28  Jul  QP);  lone  Black-and- 
whites  in  Miami-Dade  (BR),  Marion  (GJ),  and 
Alachua  (RC)  13  Jul;  a single  Prothonotary  in 
Pasco  24  Jul  (KT);  and  a Louisiana  Wa- 
terthrush  in  St.  Lucie  10  Jul  (DS).  A singing 
Yellow  Warbler  at  Cape  Romano,  Collier  4 Jun 
may  have  been  of  the  Caribbean  gundlachi 
subspecies  (CFa)  that  breeds  at  the  s.  tip  of 
the  peninsula  and  the  Keys.  At  least  one  Yel- 
low-breasted Chat  near  L.  Poinsett,  Brevard,  s. 
of  its  known  n.  Florida  breeding  range,  sang 
until  30  Jun  (PMa,  DF). 

Details  were  not  received  for  a female  West- 
ern Spindalis  at  Fort  Zachary  Taylor  S.P,  Mon- 
roe 20  Jun  (MH).  Up  to  4 Painted  Buntings 
were  inland  at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  all  sea- 
son (HR),  and  a single  male  reached  Miami- 
Dade  6 Jul  (RT),  surprisingly  early.  Shiny 
Cowbirds  wandered  northward  along  the  Gulf 
coast  to  Green  Key,  Pasco  1 Jul  (2;  KT)  and 
Cedar  Key,  Levy  13-16  Jun  (1;  DH).  A singing 
male  ventured  inland  to  Lake  Apopka 
N.S.R.A.  2 Jul  (HR).  Bronzed  Cowbirds  are 
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now  year-round  residents  in  the  extreme  se. 
peninsula,  with  reports  at  two  locations  in  Mi- 
ami-Dade (m.ob.)  throughout  Jul  and  a report 
of  a female  Red-winged  Blackbird  feeding  an 
apparent  Bronzed  juv.  at  Davie,  Broward 
(BRo).  This  observation,  as  well  as  the  obser- 
vation of  ads.  courting  and  the  presence  of  a 
fully  grown  juv.  in  Homestead  (ph.  BP),  pro- 
vide the  best  evidence  for  breeding  of  this 
species  in  the  state  to  date.  An 
unusually  early  Baltimore  Ori- 
ole visited  a yard  at  Altamonte 
Springs,  Seminole  25  Jul  (]J). 

Surprisingly  late  was  a male 
American  Goldfinch  in  alter- 
nate plumage  at  a feeder  in 
Clermont,  Lake  27  Jun  (ph.  JS). 

UNESTABLISHED 

EXOTICS 

Recently  verified  breeding  in 
the  s.  peninsula,  an  Egyptian 
Goose  remained  at  Ft.  Myers, 

Lee  throughout  the  season 
(H&DRo).  A flock  of  4 Com- 
mon Shelducks  at  Viera  Wetlands  29-30  Jul 
made  the  4th  report  for  the  state  (AB).  A 
melanistic  Ring-necked  Pheasant  was  pho- 
tographed in  Miami-Dade  (LJo).  Despite  erad- 
ication efforts  by  the  state,  at  least  20  Purple 
Swamphens  were  at  STA-5  on  14  Jun  (ME); 
this  species  is  probably  established  in  the  s. 
peninsula.  Rarely  reported,  a Diamond  Dove 
was  photographed  in  Alachua  16-17  Jul 
QuH).  Several  psittacids  were  reported  in  the 
cen.  peninsula,  including  up  to  5 Peach-faced 


Lovebirds  apparently  breeding  at  Orlando, 
Orange  (CC  et  al.)  and  a female  Rose-ringed 
Parakeet  1-4  Jul  and  a White-eyed  Parakeet 
28  Jun  at  Ponce  Inlet,  Volusia  (MB).  Three 
Pin-tailed  Whydahs  visited  feeders  at  New 
Port  Richey,  Pasco  17-21  Jul  (KT). 

Cited  Observers  (members  of  Florida  Or- 
nithological Society  Field  Observations  Com- 
mittee in  boldface):  Brian  Ahern,  Bruce  An- 
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Brian  Booth,  John  Boyd  OoB)  Michael  Broth- 
ers, Judy  Bryan,  Chris  Burney,  Monica  Cain 
(MoC),  Bob  Carroll,  Cede  Catron,  Roberto 
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Duncan,  Tom  Dunkerton,  Margaret  England, 
Charlie  Ewell,  Craig  Faanes  (CFa),  Lenny 
Fenimore,  Burt  Finkelstein,  Charlie  Fisher, 
Melissa  Forehand,  David  Freeland,  John  Gi- 
naven,  Dave  Goodwin,  Eric  Haney,  Bev 
Hansen  Sandy  Harris,  Mark  Hedden,  Dale 
Henderson,  Linda  Hensley,  June  Hinson 
QuH),  John  Hintermister,  Paul  Hueber,  Genie 
Jannise,  Dick  Jenkins,  Laura  Johannsen,  Lib- 
by Johns  (LJo),  Joyce  Judefind,  Alan  Knothe, 
Jerry  Krummrich,  Mary  Landsman,  Andy 
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Lemieux,  Keith  MacVicar,  Mike  Manetz,  Lar- 
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This  American  Goldfinch  at  a feeder  in  Clermont,  Lake  County,  Florida  27  June 
2008  was  surprisingly  late.  Photograph  by  Joyce  Stefanic. 


Ontario  [; 


David  H.  Elder 


Continuing  the  spring  trend,  most  of 
the  province  experienced  rainy  condi- 
tions and  cool  temperatures  in  June. 
July  started  out  much  the  same,  but  finally 
normal  summer  conditions  prevailed  for  the 
second  half  of  the  month.  The  well-above-av- 
erage  rainfall  caused  a continuing  increase  in 
water  levels  in  lakes  and  streams,  and  shore- 
line nesting  birds  were  adversely  affected.  Va- 
grant species  of  interest  included  Yellow- 
crowned  Night-Heron,  Mottled  Duck,  Black 
Vulture,  White-winged  Dove,  Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher,  and  Blue  Grosbeak. 

Abbreviations:  Hillman  Marsh  (Northwest 
Hillman  Marsh,  P.P.B.A.),  G.T.A.  (Greater 
Toronto  Area),  K.FN.  (Kingston  Field  Natu- 
ralists), O.M.N.R.  (Ontario  Ministry  of  Natu- 
ral Resources),  P.EB.A.  (Point  Pelee  Birding 
Area;  Point  Pelee  N.P  and  environs). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  VULTURES 

A Greater  White-fronted  Goose  spent  most  of 
the  summer  along  the  Thunder  Bay  water- 
front, associating  with  Canada  Geese  (NGE), 
and  a summering  Brant  was  present  1-5  Jul  on 
Amherst  I.  near  Kingston  (BMDL).  Mute 
Swans  continue  to  increase.  The  Presqu’ile  P.P 
area  flock  numbered  110  in  late  May  (CEG). 
The  single  Trumpeter  Swan  that  was  present 
near  Atikokan  the  past  two  summers  returned 
this  spring  with  a mate.  Two  young  hatched 
but  subsequently  disappeared  (DHE).  The 
species  continues  to  increase  in  nw.  Ontario.  A 
female  Gadwall  with  a brood  was  found  on  the 
Sundridge  S.T.P.  11  Jun  (MJP,  SO’D),  provid- 
ing a new  breeding  record  for  the  area.  A male 
Eurasian  Wigeon  was  at  Oshawa  1 Jun  OH); 
another  was  found  28  Jun  at  Big  Creek  Marsh, 
Essex  (DJW),  and  another  at  Bells  Corners  25 
Jun-2  Jul  (LS,  m.ob.),  the  latter  furnishing  a 
first  summer  record  for  the  Ottawa  area.  The 


male  Mottled  Duck  first  found  1 May  at  Hill- 
man Marsh  was  last  noted  6 Jun  (DJW  et  al.); 
there  are  no  other  records  from  Canada.  Blue- 
winged Teal  and  Green-winged  Teal  nested  in 
wetlands  in  and  near  Komoka  PR,  significant 
records  for  the  area  (PAR).  Canvasbacks  bred 
on  Triangle  Pond  on  the  Leslie  Street  Spit, 
G.T.A.  A female  was  found  6 Jun  sitting  on 
eight  eggs,  and  another  pair  was  noted  nearby 
(GC).  A female  Harlequin  Duck  was  present 
20  May-9  Jun  at  Wawa,  a rare  record  for  the 
area  (KAM).  A nice  find  for  the  summer  peri- 
od was  a female  Surf  Scoter  at  the  Bracebridge 
S.T.P  7 Jun  (BT,  WY).  Sharp-tailed  Grouse 
continue  to  do  well  on  Manitoulin  I.,  with  two 
broods  found  in  Jun  (CB), 
and  Wild  Turkeys  are  rapid- 
ly increasing  in  the  North 
Bay  area:  a hen  with  a brood 
was  found  near  South  River 
28  Jun  (KP). 

A Red-throated  Loon  in 
first-alternate  plumage  was 
seen  5 Jun  on  L.  Ontario  off 
Stoney  Creek  (BRH,  EWH). 

Exceptionally  high  water 
levels  in  Algonquin  PP  sig- 
nificantly reduced  nesting  by 
Common  Loons  (RGT). 

Most  pairs  apparently  did 
not  breed  at  all.  While  Com- 
mon Loons  are  often  seen  on 
L.  Ontario  as  summer  visitors,  a pair  that  suc- 
cessfully nested  for  the  2nd  year  in  a row  at 
Presqu’ile  PP  is  noteworthy.  Two  young  were 
observed  29  Jun  (EMH).  An  ad.  Horned  Grebe 
spent  24  May-27  Jul  at  the  Embrum  S.T.P,  an 
exceptional  summer  record  for  the  Ottawa  area 
OPCh,  m.ob.).  Red-necked  Grebes  were  not 
found  at  their  single  usual  nesting  site  on  Man- 
itoulin 1.  during  the  breeding  season  (CB).  An 
American  White  Pelican  pair  was  found  8 Jun 
along  the  s.  shore  of  L.  Nipissing  (LM),  and  8 
were  noted  on  Goose  I.  in  L.  Nipissing  5 Jul 
(DT,  GB),  the  4th  summer  pelicans  that  have 
been  seen  on  the  lake.  Two  pairs  of  Least  Bit- 
terns were  observed  at  urban-surrounded 
Bronte  Marsh,  Halton  14  Jun  and  later  bred 
(GRE,  m.ob.).  Great  Egrets  began  nesting  in 
Presqu’ile  in  2000.  This  year,  27  nests  were 
counted  (EMH).  On  the  Leslie  Street  Spit, 
G.T.A.,  5 Great  Egret  nests  were  noted  6 Jun 
(GC).  A single  Great  Egret  at  Restoule  8 Jun 
was  well  n.  for  the  species  (B&LT),  and  anoth- 
er was  found  29  Jul  near  Kanata,  continuing 
the  trend  of  late  summer  records  for  the  Ot- 
tawa area  (SE).  An  ad.  Yellow-crowned  Night- 
Heron  was  present  30  Jun  at  Cherry  Valley, 
Prince  Edward  (fide  RTS).  A Black  Vulture  at 
Sarnia  15  Jun  was  a very  nice  find  (RC),  as  was 
one  at  Tobermory,  Bnice  22  Jun  (TT  et  al.). 


RAPTORS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

The  city  of  London  hosted  three  pairs  of  nest- 
ing Osprey,  with  another  pair  just  outside  the 
city  limits  (PAR).  Bald  Eagles  nested  along  the 
Thames  R.,  with  two  pairs  in  London  and  an- 
other pair  near  Delaware  (PAR).  A nicely  de- 
scribed Golden  Eagle  found  near  Grafton  9 
Jul  made  the  first  summer  record  for  the  area 
(CJE).  A very  early  fall  migrant  American 
Kestrel  flew  past  Seacliff,  P.P.B.A.  23  Jul  (AW). 
In  early  Jun,  several  young  Merlins  fledged 
from  a nest  in  s.  London,  Middlesex,  marking 
a first  breeding  record  for  the  area  (PAR). 
Peregrine  Ealcons  nested  successfully  on  the 
Burlington  Lift  Bridge,  fledging  4 young  in 


late  Jun  (BSC),  and  another  pair  fledged  2 
young  in  downtown  Hamilton  (MS).  Pere- 
grines nested  for  the  11th  consecutive  year  in 
Ottawa  and  fledged  2 young  in  mid-Jul  after 
an  initial  clutch  disappeared  in  early  Apr 
(m.ob.).  In  the  G.T.A.,  a pair  fledged  3 young 
from  a nest  in  Islington  (SCH).  Rarely  seen  in 


This  adult  female  Piping  Plover  guards  her  eight-day-old 
chick  at  Sauble  Beach,  Ontario  30  June  2008.  This  female  was 
five  years  old  and  originated  from  Sleeping  Bear  Dunes  Na- 
tional Lakeshore,  Michigan.  Photograph  by  Brendan  Toews. 

Algonquin  PR,  an  ad.  female  Peregrine  was 
observed  10  Jun  (GCa,  PH).  A King  Rail  was 
found  3 Jun  at  Hillman  Marsh  (AW  et  al.). 
Common  Moorhens  remain  elusive  in  the 
province.  The  only  one  noted  in  the  PPB.A. 
was  at  Hillman  Marsh  25  Jun  (AW);  another 
was  seen  in  Komoka  PP  marsh  in  early  sum- 


Birders  active  in  summer  routinely  extend  known  migration  periods,  a typical  exam- 
ple being  this  early  (but  not  record-early)  adult  Little  Gull  found  at  Point  Pelee,  On- 
tario 12  July  2008.  Photograph  by  Alan  Wormington. 
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This  adult  male  Piping  Plover  at  Sauble  Beach,  Ontario  19 
July  2008  had  hatched  and  fledged  at  Ludington  State  Park, 
Michigan  in  2006  and  had  previously  nested  successfully  at 
Sauble  Beach  in  2007,  with  the  same  female,  fledging  the 
young.  Sadly,  the  male  was  predated  by  a Merlin  on  Sauble 
Beach  23  July  2008.  Photograph  by  Brendan  Toews. 

mer  (PAR).  In  the  Ottawa  area,  a pair  of  Sand- 
hill Cranes  was  observed  sporadically  in  farm 
fields  n.  of  Burritts  Rapids  25  Jiin-28  Jul 
(GP);  another  pair  was  at  DeWitts  Corners,  w. 
of  Perth  25  Jul  (RCA).  Piping  Plovers  again 
nested  in  the  s.  part  of  the  province:  two  pairs 
nested  at  Wasaga  Beach.  Unfortunately,  only 
one  young  Hedged,  the  others  being  lost  to  a 
hail  storm,  predation,  and  disease  (fide  ML). 
At  Sauble  Beach,  last  year’s  pair  returned  and 
after  several  nests  and  the  laying  of  eight  eggs, 
a single  young  fledged,  as  did  one  at  Oliphant 
Beach  (KT).  At  all  three  locations,  an  army  of 
volunteers  worked  hard  to  protect  the  birds. 
Although  2 ads.  were  seen  at  Windy  Pt.,  Lake 
of  the  Woods  in  late  May,  no  nests  were  sub- 
sequently found  (DHE).  A single  Piping 
Plover  was  noted  on  the  Toronto  Is.,  G.T.A.  1 
Jun  (AAA). 

The  Presqu’ile  RP.  beaches  were  very  wet 
into  early  summer  and  attracted  a large  num- 
ber of  shorebirds  moving  northward.  On  2 
jun,  the  beaches  hosted  55  Black-bellied 
Plovers,  125  Ruddy  Turnstones,  150  Semi- 
palmated  Sandpipers,  150  Dunlins,  250 
Sanderlings,  9 Red  Knots,  and  one  each  of 
Willet,  White-rumped  Sandpiper,  and  Wil- 
son’s Phalarope,  the  latter  two  species  rare  for 
the  area  (BG).  Three  American  Avocets  ap- 
peared at  Kettle  Pt.,  Lcimbton  9 Jul  (AHR). 
Two  Willets  at  Hillman  Marsh  6 Jun  consti- 
tuted one  of  the  few  summer  records  for  the 
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area  (DJW);  another  was  at  the  same  location 
13-18  Jun  (AW).  A Lesser  Yellowlegs  in  par- 
tial alternate  plumage  present  7-10  Jun  at 
Hillman  Marsh  marked  only  the  2nd  summer 
record  for  the  area  (AW).  At  the  Powassan 
S.T.R,  53  Lesser  Yellowlegs  were  found  14  Jul 
(MJP,  SO’D).  A single  Marbled  Godwit  was  at 
Hillman  Marsh  31  May-3  Jun  (DJW  et  al.). 
On  Amherst  L,  2 were  found  1 Jun,  and  a sin- 
gle was  there  6 Jun  (K.EN.).  A single  at  Penn 
L.,  Marathon  12  Jun  (KAM),  was  a very  nice 
record  for  Thunder  Bay.  Yet  another  was 
found  20  Jun  at  Miramichi  Bay,  Bnice  (MPA). 
Of  significant  interest  was  the  discovery  of 
single  banded  Red  Knots  29  May  and  2 Jun  at 
Presqu'ile  PE  The  birds  had  color-bands,  and 
it  was  subsequently  discovered  they  had  been 
banded  at  Rio  Grande,  Tierra  del  Fuego,  Ar- 
gentina in  2005.  These  birds  had  therefore 
made  three  round  trips  if  banded  as  juvs.  and 
more  if  ads.  In  addition,  the  2 Jun  bird  had 
been  recaptured  at  San  Antonio,  Rio  Negro 
Province,  Argentina  28  Mar  2008  (DS,  IS,  BG, 
PG).  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  numbers 
reached  2500  on  the  Presqu'ile  beaches  3 Jun 
(BG,  DS).  An  early  ad.  Western  Sandpiper  was 
found  20  Jul  at  Rock  Pt.,  Niagara  (IB).  A 
Baird’s  Sandpiper  was  a nice  find  22  Jul  at  the 
Powasson  S.T.R  (DT  et  al.),  and  a record-late 
spring  Stilt  Sandpiper  was  noted  7-8  Jun  at 
Hillman  Marsh  (AW).  A Buff-breasted  Sand- 
piper along  Farm  Rd.  near  Thunder  Bay  26 
Jul  (A&SG)  was  a rather  early  fall  migrant.  A 
female  Ruff  was  present  at  the  Blenheim  S.T.R 
27  Jul  (BAM).  Hillman  Marsh  hosted  a late 
ad.  Short-billed  Dowitcher  (griseus)  3 Jun 
(AW),  while  3 ad.  Long-billed  Dowitchers  29 
Jul  at  Tilbury,  Essex  were  slightly  early  fall  mi- 
grants. On  26  Jul,  a Wilson’s  Phalarope  was 
found  near  Thunder  Bay,  an  unusual  observa- 
tion for  the  area  (A&SG).  Two  Red-necked 
Phalaropes  at  Nonquon  S.T.R,  Durham  1 Jun 
(MJCB)  were  late  spring  migrants,  whereas  a 
single  bird  at  the  Townsend  S.T.R  31  Jul 
(BRH,  EWH)  was  a fall  migrant. 

GULLS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

A Laughing  Gull  was  at  Hamilton  Harbour  10 
Jun  (RZD).  Franklin’s  Gulls  are  rarely  seen 
along  the  coast  of  L.  Superior,  so  an  ad.  at 
Echo  Bay,  Algoma  18-19  Jun  (EM  et  al.)  is 
noteworthy.  A very  early  fall  ad.  Little  Gull 
was  at  Seacliff  Beach,  P.RB.A.  12  Jul  (AW, 
AGP).  A first-cycle  Black-headed  Gull  was 
found  10  Jun  at  Hillman  Marsh  (AW),  and  an- 
other was  found  at  Fish  Pt.,  Pelee  1.  25  Jun 
(AGP).  Great  Black-backed  Gulls  continue  to 
be  scarce  along  the  e.  shore  of  L.  Ontario, 
with  only  two  records  for  the  period  (CFG). 
Common  Tern  numbers  were  down  consider- 
ably from  average  in  the  Presqu’ile  RP.  and 


Cobourg  areas  (CEG).  A White-winged  Dove 
found  previously  at  Prince  Edward  Pt.  was 
last  seen  1 Jun  (DO);  another  was  found  at 
Oliphant,  Bruce  20  Jul  (BC  et  al);  and  anoth- 
er was  at  St.  Catharines,  Niagara  21  Jul+ 
(PEC,  SJHC,  m.ob.).  Yellow-billed  Cuckoos 
were  well  reported  from  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie 
area  (KAM  et  al),  where  they  are  considered 
rare,  and  higher  numbers  than  average  were 
reported  from  the  G.T.A.  (RBHS).  An  ad. 
Great  Gray  Owl  was  observed  calling  16  Jun 
at  Cache  L.  in  Algonquin  RP  (RGT  et  al.).  The 
park  holds  a very  small  resident  population  of 
the  species.  There  were  no  Common 
Nighthawks  observed  on  Manitoulin  1.  dur- 
ing the  period  (CB).  Chimney  Swifts  were 
watched  entering  a roost  in  the  “hundreds”  in 
downtown  North  Bay  10  Jun  (VR,  DT).  Red- 
headed Woodpeckers  were  seen  for  the  first 
time  in  many  years  in  two  locations  near 
Wiarton  2 & 5 Jun  Qj)- 

In  2007,  the  O.M.N.R.  conducted  a Red-headed 
Woodpecker  habitat  study  in  an  area  extending 
from  w.  of  Fort  Frances  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods.  Breeding 
birds  were  found  exclusively  in  small  aspen  stands  sur- 
rounded by  farmland.  The  stands  were  all  of  overmature 
trees  in  the  process  of  falling  apart.  The  grass-covered 
ground  in  the  stands  was  littered  with  fallen  trunks  and 
branches,  and  al!  stands  had  been  heavily  grazed  by  cattle. 

A total  of  72  potential  breeding  aspen  stands  were  identi- 
fied, of  which  20  were  occupied  by  a pair  of  woodpeckers 
(JVdB).  The  species  also  maintains  a tenuous  presence  on 
Manitoulin  L,  with  birds  noted  in  Jun  in  Burpee  and  San- 
field  Townships  (CB).  In  the  Ottawa  area,  two  pairs  nested 
successfully  in  traditional  sites  at  Constance  Bay  and  Pak- 
enham  for  the  7th  consecutive  year  (BMDL,  m.ob.). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  iVUMIDS 

A record-late  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  was  ob- 
served in  Point  Pelee  N.P  14  Jun  (HTO’N); 
another  late  migrant  was  found  near 
Strathroy  11  Jun  (PAR,  SR).  Two  singing  Yel- 
low-bellied Flycatchers  were  noted  in  a bog 
near  South  River  10  Jun  (MJP  et  al.).  A 
singing  Acadian  Flycatcher  found  near  Tiver- 
ton, Bruce  10  Jun  was  one  of  the  most 
northerly  records  ever  for  the  province 
(KGB).  On  Manitoulin  I.,  Alder  Flycatcher 
numbers  were  significantly  down,  while  Wil- 
low Flycatchers  were  found  in  higher  num- 
bers than  usual  (CB).  A Western  Kingbird  was 
seen  along  Reesor  Rd.,  G.T.A.  6 Jun  OF),  and 
another  was  near  Exeter  3 Jun  (MVB).  A Scis- 
sor-tailed  Flycatcher  was  found  26  Jun  at 
Walsingham,  Noifolk  (MEG,  MPa).  Continu- 
ing their  decline.  Purple  Martins  were  active 
at  a single  colony  on  Manitoulin  1.  (CB).  Two 
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Just  18  days  old,  this  banded  Piping  Plover  chick  at  Sauble 
Beach,  Ontario  10  July  2008  would  fledge  and  depart  by 

month's  end.  Photogmph  by  Brendan  Toews. 


Tufted  Titmice  were  a nice  find  in  Elginburg 
ll-15Jun  (CG).  A pair  of  Carolina  Wrens  was 
noted  in  downtown  Ottawa  24-26  Jun  (LS, 
NVM).  Nesting  was  not  confirmed,  but  the 
species  has  bred  rarely  in  the  area  in  the  past. 
House  Wren  numbers  in  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie 
area  were  well  above  average  during  the 
breeding  season  (KAM).  A singing  Swainsons 
Thrush  at  Brookbanks  Reserve,  G.T.A.  20  Jun 
(RJP,  Jl)  was  very  unusual  for  the  date.  The 
only  Northern  Mockingbird  noted  for  Mani- 
toulin  I.  was  singing  on  Barrie  I.  30  Jun-31 
Jul  (CB). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Golden-winged  Warblers  were  well  recorded 
on  Manitoulin  I.,  where  a total  of  7 singing 
males  were  tallied  on  a three-kilometer 
stretch  of  road  14Jun  (RT),  with  others  found 
elsewhere.  A Prairie  Warbler  sang  persistent- 
ly at  Sauble  Beach  6 Jun  (JJ),  and  2 others 
were  found  15  & 22  Jun  along  the  Canoe 
Lake  Rd.  near  Kingston  (DD,  VPM).  A 
Cerulean  Warbler  at  Presqu’ile  PR  18  Jun 
made  just  the  6th  record  for  the  park  (m.ob.). 
An  out-of-place  male  Prothonotary  Warbler 
showed  up  at  the  extreme  Tip  of  Point  Pelee 
N.P.  14  Jun  (AW).  In  Wheatley,  a singing  male 
Worm-eating  Warbler  was  a one-day  wonder 
20  Jun  and  furnished  only  the  3rd  summer 
record  for  the  P.PB.A.  (GTH).  Yellow-breasted 
Chats  continue  to  decline  in  Point  Pelee  N.P., 
where  the  total  population  was  just  three 
pairs  (based  on  3 singing  males)  5 Jul  in  An- 
ders Field  (AW). 

Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  found  at  sev- 
eral locations  on  Manitoulin  I.  during  the 
summer  and  were  deemed  to  be  doing  well 
(CB).  A Lark  Sparrow  was  present  2 Jun  at 
Thunder  Cape,  Thunder  Bay  QMW).  An  imm. 
male  Blue  Grosbeak  was  a great  find  at  Grand 
Bend,  where  it  stayed  4-8  Jul  (RS  et  al).  A 
persistently  singing  Dickcissel  was  found  4-6 
Jul  at  Monument  Corners  in  the  upper  Bruce 
Pen.  OJ);  near  Underwood,  Bruce,  a female 


was  found  20  Jun  (MPA)  and  a male  26  Jun 
(MPi).  A Western  Meadowlark  was  consistent 
along  the  Patterson  Side  Rd.,  G.T.A.  7 jun-5 
Jul  and  was  enjoyed  by  many  birders  (RS); 
another  singing  male  was  found  22  Jun  at 
Pelee  1.  (ACP).  Two  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds 
on  Wolf  1.  near  Kingston  1 Jun  were  far  to  the 
e.  of  where  they  are  usually  found  in  the 
province.  Brewer’s  Blackbirds  appear  to  be  de- 
clining on  Manitoulin  I.  Colonies  were  found 
at  only  two  locations  during  the  summer 
(CB).  An  Orchard  Oriole  on  Amherst  I.  off 
Kingston  was  a good  find  for  the  area  (VPM). 

Both  Red  Crossbills  and  White-winged 
Crossbills  made  sudden  summer  appearances 
across  the  cen.  and  s.  parts  of  the  province.  In 
Algonquin  P.P.,  both  species  appeared  in  Jun 
and  Jul,  increasing  in  numbers  toward  the 
end  of  the  period.  A developing  heavy  conifer 
cone  crop  was  likely  the  attraction  (R.G.T.). 
The  first  White-winged  Crossbills  noted  in 
the  s.  part  of  the  province  were  2 at  Sarnia, 
Lambton  15  Jul  (PV).  Small  flocks  of  White- 
winged Crossbills  were  noted  in  the  latter  half 


of  Jul,  moving  along  the  coast  of  Manitoulin 
I.  (CB),  and  were  also  noted  in  the  Ganaraska 
forest  in  early  Jul,  where  they  are  rarely  found 
in  the  summer  (CEG).  In  the  same  area  at  the 
same  time,  Red  Crossbills  were  found  in  fam- 
ily groups  (BW).  In  the  Kingston  area,  White- 
winged Crossbills  began  appearing  in  late  Jul 
at  Arden  (ID-Y),  and  several  flocks  were  re- 
ported 20-27  Jul  in  the  Ottawa  area  (m.ob.). 
Both  species  were  present  in  mixed  flocks  at 
South  River  27  Jul  (MJP,  SO’D).  In  the  G.T.  A., 
Red  Crossbills  were  noted  at  Richmond  Hill 
(NM)  and  Brookbank  Ravine  (RJP),  both  24 
Jul.  White-winged  Crossbills  were  present  at 
the  Kortright  C.A.  27  & 29  Jul  (LF). 
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This  adult  Franklin's  Gull  feeding  in  cornfields  at  Echo  Bay,  Algoma,  Ontario  18-19  (here  19)  June  2008  was  rare  for  the  area. 
Photograph  by  Kirk  Zufelt. 
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Black  Rails,  Least  Tern,  Burrowing  Owls, 
Western  Tanager,  Western  Kingbird  ... 
and  the  list  goes  on.  For  all  too  many 
birders,  the  summer  season  represents  the  dol- 
drums in  birding.  Yet,  as  a new  atlasing  gener- 
ation is  discovering,  the  season  offers  up  a 
smorgasbord  of  birds.  In  two  brief  months,  we 
experience  a breeding  season,  late  spring  mi- 
gration, early  fall  migration,  post-breeding 
wanderers,  and  a respectable  share  of  va- 
grants. Apart  from  the  numerous  boldfaced 
entries,  we  report  here  on  exciting  range  ex- 
pansions such  as  that  of  Common  Raven  and 
Common  Merganser,  both  apparently  reclaim- 
ing their  historic  range  in  the  southern  Ap- 
palachians. And  then  there  was  the  extraordi- 
nary event  near  Bellevue,  Ohio  v/here  flooding 
along  the  Seneca/Sandusky  county  line  creat- 
ed something  akin  to  a prairie  pothole  land- 
scape. As  in  1984,  when  this  last  took  place, 
an  equally  extraordinary  complement  of  birds 
took  up  residence  here  (Table  1).  The  summer 
season  is  rich  with  possibilities;  all  it  has  been 
lacking  over  the  years  are  the  birders  afield. 

Abbreviations:  Bellevue  (flooded  agricultural 
region  along  Scmdusky/Seneca  line,  OH);  Con- 
neaut  (Conneaut  Marsh  & Harbor,  Ashtabula, 
OH);  Funk  Bottoms  (Funk  Bottoms  W.A., 
Wayne,  OH);  Killbuck  Marsh  (Killbuck  Marsh 
W.A.,  Wayne/Holmes,  OH);  Headlands  (Head- 
lands Beach  S.R  & State  Nature  Preserve, 
Lake,  OH);  Martins  Creek  (Martins  Creek 
PPL  power  plant  hyash  basin,  Northampton, 
PA);  Miami  Whitewater  (Miami  Whitewater 
wetlands,  Hamilton,  OH);  Mohican  (Mohican 
S.P.  & S.F,  Ashland,  OH);  Oak  Openings  (Oak 
Openings  region,  Lucas,  OH);  O.D.N.R. 
(Ohio  Department  of  Natural  Resources); 
Pickerel  Creek  (Pickerel  Creek  W.A.,  San- 
dusky, OH);  Byrd  Dam  (Robert  C.  Byrd  Locks 
& Dam,  Mason,  WV);  S.R.C.F  (Susquehanna 
R.  Conejohela  Flats,  Lancaster,  PA) 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  HERONS 

Expanding  into  sw.  Ohio,  a pair  of  Mute 
Swans  was  in  Clermont  4 Jun  (R.  Foppe). 
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Twenty-eight  pairs  of  Trumpeter  Swans  were 
reported  in  eight  n.  Ohio  counties 
(O.D.N.R.).  A male  Green-winged  Teal  lin- 
gered at  Martins  Creek  through  at  least  6 Jul 
(RW).  A Gadwall  pair  was  at  Pickerel  Creek 
22  Jun  (RSH),  and  American  Wigeon  pairs 
were  noted  at  Pipe  Creek  W.A.,  Erie,  OH  21 
Jul  (R.  Steiner).  A male  Gadwall  at  Nazareth, 
Northampton,  PA  14  Jun  marked  a new  late 
date  for  the  Lehigh  Valley  area  (RW).  Only 
three  pairs  of  American  Black  Duck  were  re- 
ported in  Ohio  (Sandusky,  Erie,  Lorain).  Rare 
in  summer,  a pair  of  Blue-winged  Teal  was 
found  through  the  period  at  Fogelsville, 
Lehigh,  PA  (AS).  A male  Northern  Shoveler  at 
the  Martins  Creek  24  Jun  furnished  a rare 
summer  record  for  Northampton  (RW).  Two 
shovelers  were  at  Miami  Whitewater  7 Jun  Q- 
Kappa).  Northern  Pintail  nested  successfully 
in  Hardin,  OH  (RC).  A single  Canvasback  at 
Miami-Whitewater  1 Jun  (PW)  was  very  late; 
another  lingered  at  Killbuck  Marsh  into  early 
Jun  (SW).  A male  Canvasback  found  7 Jul  in 
Bucks,  PA  remained  through  the  season  (Bob 
& Pat  Thompson).  Likely  a first  county  nest- 
ing record  and  exceptional  in  Ohio,  9 Red- 
head ducklings  accompanied  a hen  at  the 
Hardin  wetlands  19  Jul  (RC).  A single  Red- 
head summered  at  Blendon  Woods,  Franklin, 


Creek  (RW).  A male  Common  Goldeneye  was 
at  Delta,  York,  PA  30  Jun  0-  Dennehy).  Nest- 
ing of  Common  Mergansers  was  noted  along 
the  Middle  Fork  of  the  Little  Beaver  Creek 
watershed,  Columbiana,  OH  (JD);  a 27  Jun 
flyby  hen  down  Conneaut  Cr.  in  Ashtabula, 
OH  was  intriguing,  considering  the  proximity 
to  recent  breeding  confirmations  in  Erie,  PA. 
Most  exciting  was  the  observation  of  a female 
with  6 young  along  Shavers  Fork,  e.  of  Elkins, 
Randolph,  WV  30  Jun  (M.  Burchette).  Al- 
though suspected  nesting  since  2001  within 
the  Cheat  R.  watershed  (G.  Felton),  this  con- 
firmation is  the  first  for  West  Virginia  since 
1897.  Late  Red-breasted  Mergansers  were  in 
Lorain,  OH  4 Jun  and  17  Jul  0-  Auburn,  H. 
Alger),  in  Hamilton,  OH  8 Jun  (N.  Cade),  in 
Tmmbull,  OH  10  Jun  (CH),  and  at  L.  Onte- 
launee,  Berks,  PA  22  Jun  (M.  Spence).  A fe- 
male Hooded  Merganser  with  4 young  at  the 
S.R.C.F  19  Jun  was  unusual  for  that  locale 
(BS).  The  29  Ruddy  Ducks  at  the  Hardin,  OH 
wetlands  19  Jul  (RC)  and  24  at  Bellevue  26 
Jul  (R.  Lowry)  likely  were  the  result  of  multi- 
ple nesting  pairs  at  each  site.  A Ruddy  Duck 
in  Allegheny,  PA  26  Jul  made  the  2nd  summer 
record  there  (S.  Sinderson).  Another  was  at 
Pine  Run,  Bucks,  PA  19  Jun  (M.  Homel).  Four 
Common  Loons  at  Penn  Warner  Tract,  Bucks, 


This  Common  Merganser  brood  (here  7 June  2008)  was  one  of  several  observed  on  the  Little  Beaver  Creek  and  its  tributaries 
in  eastern  Columbiana  County,  Ohio.  The  species  is  steadily  returning  to  portions  of  its  historical  range  in  the  southern  Ap- 
palachians. Photograph  by  Jim  Dolan. 


OH  (S.  Townsend).  Ohio  pairs  of  Ring- 
necked Ducks  summered  in  Hardin  (RC)  and 
at  Killbuck  Marsh  (SWs)  through  Jun.  In 
Pennsylvania,  summering  Ring-necked 
Ducks  were  in  Montgomery  (fide  KC)  and 
Washington  (MV).  A female  Lesser  Scaup 
spent  the  summer  at  Martins  Creek  (RW), 
and  a male  was  at  Treasure  L.,  Cleaifield,  PA  7 
Jul  (A.  Wilson).  Ohio  Lesser  Scaup  lingering 
into  Jun  were  reported  from  Hancock,  Lucas, 
Ottawa,  and  Sandusky.  A Buffiehead  was  off 
Middle  Bass  1.,  Ottawa,  OH  11  Jul  (L.  Brohl), 
and  another  spent  the  summer  at  Martins 


PA  13  Jul  was  unusual  (DF),  as  was  one  in  al- 
ternate plumage  at  Crooked  Creek  S.R,  Arm- 
strong, PA  9 Jul  (M.  Fowles).  Extraordinary 
was  a Horned  Grebe  in  alternate  plumage  at 
L.  Nockamixon,  Bucks,  PA  6-13  Jul  (B.  Etter), 
and  one  was  late  at  Pymatuning  L.,  Crawford, 
PA  1-2  Jun  (B.  Smith). 

The  15  Northern  Bobwhites  at  Crown  City 
W.A.,  Lawrence/Gallia,  OH  1 Jun  (DP)  was  an 
encouraging  count  for  Appalachian  Ohio.  An 
American  White  Pelican  was  in  Clark,  OH  25 
Jul  (D.  Overacker).  Nesting  Double-crested 
Cormorants  returned  to  a Columbus  heron 
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This  brood  of  King  Rails  (here  14  June  2008)  marked  the  first  documented 
breeding  record  for  West  Virginia  since  1963.  Photograph  by  Todd  Deal. 


was  in  Lake,  OH  5 Jun  OP)-  A 
Tricolored  Heron  was  at  John 
Heinz  N.W.R.,  Philadelphia,  PA 
22-28  Jul  (T.  Fellenbaum).  Ear- 
ly Jun  produced  a Yellow- 
crowned  Night-Heron  at  a Nor- 
walk reservoir,  Huron,  OH  (A. 
Elmer,  fide  JMc),  and  another 
bird  was  found  29  Jul  in  Lake, 
OH  QP)-  An  ad.  Yellow- 
crowned  Night-Heron  at 
Chadd’s  Ford,  Chester,  PA  22- 
25  Jul  was  unusual  for  that  lo- 
cale (LL).  Up  to  15  Glossy  Ibis 
were  present  30  Jun  through  Jul 
at  Landenburg,  Chester,  PA  (LL 


These  Glossy  Ibis  were  part  of  a flock  of  15  present  30  June  2008  through  the  season  (here  1 July)  at  Landenburg,  Chester 
County,  Pennsylvania,  an  unusual  number  for  the  state.  Photograph  by  Sharon  Puldnella. 


rookery  (MB).  A lingering  Great  Cormorant 
along  the  Delaware  R.,  Bucks,  PA  was  still 
present  14  Jul  (B.  Keim).  A wetland  in  Bel- 
mont, OH  23  Jun  (SWs)  and  another  at  The 
Wilds,  Muskingum,  OH  8 Jun  (B.  Stanley) 
hosted  single  American  Bitterns.  Expanding 
inland.  Great  Egrets  were  found  at  rookeries 
in  Franklin,  OH  (three  active  nests;  MB),  Har- 
rison, OH,  where  it  marked  a first  county  nest 
record  (DK),  and  Mahoning,  OH  (six  active 
nests;  L.  Warren).  A nice  count  of  58  Great 
Egrets  was  made  at  the  S.R.C.F 
26  Jul  (BS,  D.  Bosler).  Rare  in  the 
interior,  single  Snowy  Egrets 
were  in  Pickaway,  OH  31  Jul 
(RA)  and  at  Hamlin  L.,  Bradford, 

PA  3 Jun  (L.  Groshek,/ide  JF).  A 
Little  Blue  Heron  at  Pipe  Creek 
W.A.,  Erie,  OH  1 Jun  (BWh, 
m.ob.)  remained  through  Jul. 

Two  Little  Blue  Herons  at  Yellow 
Creek  S.E,  Indiana,  PA  22-26  Jul 
(MH)  and  one  at  Canonsburg  L., 
Washington,  PA  29  Jul  (D. 

Wilton)  were  unusual  for  those 
locales.  A Tricolored  Heron  in 
Sandusky,  OH  continued  until  2 
Jun  (D.  Sanders,  RSH);  another 


et  ah).  Single  juv.  White  Ibis  in  Pennsylvania 
were  at  Marsh  Creek,  Adams  31  Jul  (M. 
Weible),  at  S.R.C.F  10-16  Jul  (BS),  and  possi- 
bly the  same  bird  at  Middle  Creek  W.M.A., 
Lancaster  17-23  Jul  (B.  Bell). 

VULTURES  THROUGH  TERNS 

Northern  Ohio  nesting  Black  Vultures  were 
found  in  Knox  (K.  Marshall)  and  Coshocton 
(T.  Hochstetler);  a lone  bird  was  found  in 
Columbiana,  OH  4 Jul  (RL).  Five  new  Osprey 


nests  brought  the  Ohio  total  to  20  in  14  coun- 
ties that  successfully  fledged  young 
(O.D.N.R.). 

Mississippi  Kites  returned  for  a 2nd  year 
to  Hocking,  OH  (A.  Elberfeld).  Late  migrants 
were  in  Geauga,  OH  3 Jun  (EK)  and  Wood, 
OH  7 Jun  (CA).  An  impressive  184  Bald  Ea- 
gle nests  in  Ohio  experienced  a 64%  success 
rate  (fide  MSh).  The  22  “new”  nests  were  dis- 
covered in  Ashland,  Belmont,  Columbiana,  Erie 
(two),  Geauga,  Highland,  Lorain,  Lucas,  Ma- 
honing, Morgan,  Ottawa  (two),  Pickaway, 
Richland,  Ross,  Sandusky  (two),  Trumbull,  Tus- 
carawas, Wood,  and  Wyandot  (two).  Northern 
Harriers  were  widely  reported  from  20  Ohio 
counties,  with  a concentration  in  the  nw. 
counties.  Nesting  Peregrine  Falcons  expand- 
ed to  two  new  bridge  sites  on  the  Ohio  R.  in 
Scioto.  OH  (O.D.N.R)  and  Parkersburg,  WV 
0-  Benedetti  et  al).  A pair  of  Peregrine  Fal- 
cons successfully  hatched  4 young  on  the  PPL 
building  in  Allentown,  PA,  a first  for  Lehigh 
0-  Luzenski).  A pair  of  Merlins  successfully 
fledged  4 young  for  the  2nd  year  in  a row  at 
Promised  Land  S.R,  Pike,  PA.  Other  Merlins 
in  Pennsylvania  included  singles  at  Kersey, 
Elk  1 Jul  OF)-  hi  Bradford  19  Jun  (B.  Fowles), 
and  in  McKean  23  Jul  QF). 

A territorial  Black  Rail  in  Pickaway,  OH  1 
Jun  (BWh,  T.  Shively,  CL,  EK)  was  joined  by 
another  for  three  weeks  into  Jun  (m.ob.). 
Black  Rails  were  also  discovered  to  the  s.  in 
Pike,  OH,  with  2 birds  29  Jun  (fide  P.  Whan). 
Single  King  Rails  were  at  Funk  Bottoms  5 Jul 
(KKl)  and  Killbuck  Marsh  15  Jul  (BG).  The 
pair  at  Green  Bottom  W.A.,  Cabell,  WV  re- 
mained to  breed  successfully  (ph.  T.  Deal),  ap- 
parently the  first  in  the  state  since  1963  (fide 
M.  Orsie).  Noteworthy  sw.  Ohio  Virginia  Rails 
were  in  Preble  29  Jun  (M.  Santiago)  and  Mont- 
gomery 2 Jun  and  26  Jul  (M.  Santiago).  Sand- 
hill Cranes  in  Ohio  produced  19  colts  from 
nests  in  Geauga,  Holmes,  Knox,  Lorain,  Mor- 
row, Ottawa,  Trumbull,  Wayne,  and  Williams 
(O.D.N.R.).  A family  of  6 Sand- 
hill Cranes  was  noted  at  Plain 
Grove,  Lawrence,  PA  1 9 Jul  (M.V), 
where  the  states  first  nesting  oc- 
curred in  1993.  Elsewhere  in 
Pennsylvania,  singles  were  at 
S.R.C.F  10-25  Jul  (BS),  Gettys- 
burg, Adams  17  Jul  (fide  M. 
O'Brien),  near  Easton,  Northamp- 
ton 24  Jul  (AK),  and  in  Bradford 
19  Jun  (2  birds;  T.  Gerlach). 

American  Avoccts  were  ob- 
served in  seven  Ohio  counties, 
including  Sandusky  29  Jun-13 
Jul  (C.  Pierce,  AHY  et  ah).  No- 
table inland  Ohio  singles  were  in 
Hancock  3 Jul  (RSs),  Mahoning 


Table  1 . An  extraordinary  collection  of  summer  residents  was  attracted  to  the  flooded  Bellevue  re- 
gion in  Sandusky  County  and  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  summer  2008. 

Species 

Status 

Dates  and  other  details 

Observer(s) 

Gadwall 

Probable  nesting 

early  Jun 

BC,TB,  RSH 

American  Wigeon 

Probable  nesting 

early  Jun 

BC,TB,  RSH 

Lesser  Scaup 

Hen  with  brood 

early  Jun;  first  Ohio  breed- 
ing since  1954  {Carroll] 

TB 

Bufflehead 

Single  male 

through  Jun 

BC 

Eared  Grebe 

Two  birds 

late  May  through  11  Jun 

BC 

Common  Moorhen 

Possible  nesting 

Jun  into  Jul 

BC 

American  Coot 

Successful  nesting 

throughout  the  period 

RSH, BC 

Black-necked  Stilt 

Two  pairs;  nesting  attempt 

June  through  mid-Jul 

BC,  TB,  m.ob. 

W/ilson's  Phalarope 

Three  to  one 

female  through  22  Jun 

BC,  RSH 
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These  young  Barn  Owls  were  in  a nest  box  in  York  County,  Pennsylvania  on 
27  June  2008,  part  of  a project  undertaken  by  the  Pennsylvania  Game  Commis- 
sion and  dedicated  volunteers  to  help  increase  their  numbers  in  the  state. 
Photograph  by  Rick  Wiltraut. 


11  Jul  (WJ),  Scncca  27  Jul  (AS,  m.ob.),  and 
Hamilton  31  Jul  (E  Renfrew).  In  Pennsylvania, 
an  American  Avocet  was  at  Blue  Marsh  L., 
Berks  25  Jul  (K.  Lutz).  An  early  Willet  ap- 
peared at  Headlands  5 Jul  (RHa),  with  one  in- 
land in  Allegheny,  PA  1 Jun  (S.  Sarro).  Proba- 
ble breeding  Ohio  Upland  Sandpipers  were  in 
Franklin  (P.  Rodewald),  Harrison  (m.ob.),  and 
Marion  (BA),  while  8 were  in  Richland  4 Jul 
(EK).  An  Upland  Sandpiper  at  Laurels  Pre- 
serve, PA  29  Jul  was  rare  for  Chester  (fide  NP). 
Two  early  Whimbrels  were  reported  from  San- 
dusky, OH  3 Jul  (BWh,  BSs)  and  Lucas,  OH  4 
Jul  (G.  Links).  A remarkable  Hudsonian  God- 
wit  along  Mud  Level  Rd.,  Cumberland,  PA  5 
Jun  was  only  the  3rd  spring  record  for  the 
state  (A.  Markel  et  ah).  A spring  Marbled 
Godwit  was  in  Sandusky,  OH  1 Jun  (RSH), 
while  a fall  migrant  was  at  Conneaut  29-31  Jul 
(B.  Krajeski,  m.ob.).  The  2000  Ruddy  Turn- 
stones over  Quakertown,  Bucks,  PA  3 Jun 
were  undoubtedly  heading  northward  from 
their  staging  areas  along  the  Delaware  Bay 
(DP),  and  300  were  seen  near  Easton, 
Northampton,  PA  that  same  day  (AK).  Twenty 
Red  Knots  were  seen  over  Quakertown, 
Bucks,  PA  3 Jun  (DF).  Extraordinary  spring 
Western  Sandpipers  were  detected  in  Ohio, 
with  one  in  Sandusky  1 Jun  (RSH)  and  4 at 
Conneaut  3 Jun  (CH).  In  Pennsylvania,  single 
Western  Sandpipers  were  in  Bucks  20  Jul  (DP) 
and  S.R.C.E  1 & 19  Jun  (BS).  A flock  of  8 
White-rumped  Sandpipers  was  at  Miami- 
Whitewatcr  1 Jun  (PW).  Another  36  were  tal- 
lied at  Bellevue  in  the  company  of  450  Dun- 
lins 1 Jun  (RSH,  m.ob.).  Five  White-rumped 
Sandpipers  remained  at  Green  Pond, 
Northampton,  PA  through  19  Jun  (DD),  with 


one  still  at  Penn  Warner  Tract, 
Bucks,  PA  22  Jun  (DF),  A good 
count  of  161  Least  Sandpipers 
was  made  at  S.R.C.E  16  Jul 
(BS,  D.  Bosier).  Pickerel  Creek 
held  250  Short-billed  Dowitch- 
ers  8 Jul  (CH).  A Long-billed 
Dowitcher  at  Hanoverville  24- 
31  Jul  was  a first  for  Northamp- 
ton, PA  (B.  Schick,  ph.  RW).  A 
pair  of  Wilson’s  Snipe  was  de- 
tected in  n.  Belmont,  OH  23 
Jun  (SWs).  Up  to  7 Wilson’s 
Phalaropes  were  at  Big  Island 
W.A.,  Marion  OH  2 Jun  (C. 
Caldwell).  Nesting  was  again 
confirmed  at  the  Hardin,  OH 
wetlands  19  Jul  (RC).  At  least 
one  Wilson’s  Phalarope  was 
present  at  the  fish  hatchery 
near  Byrd  Dam,  Mason,  WV 
through  28  Jun  (T.  Igou), 
where  distraction  display  was 
described  15  Jun  (G.  Rankin).  There  are  no 
breeding  records  for  this  species  in  West  Vir- 
ginia. In  Pennsylvania,  a Wilson’s  Phalarope 
was  at  S.R.C.E  1 Jun  (BS),  and  another  was  at 
Imperial,  Allegheny  31  Jul  (MV).  Herring 
Gulls  continue  to  increase  as  breeders  along 
the  Allegheny  and  Ohio  Rivers  in  Allegheny 
and  Annstrong,  PA  (fide  PH),  where  total  of 
105  (both  ads.  and  juvs.)  were  counted  21  Jul 
(S.  Kinzey).  Single  Laughing  Gulls  were  in 
Delaware,  OH  3 Jun  (RA)  and  Ashtabula,  OH 


8 Jun  (RSH).  A Laughing  Gull  at  Lake  View 
Landfill,  Erie,  PA  20  Jun  was  unusual  for  that 
locale  (M.  Birdsong).  Scarce  in  summer,  a 
first-cycle  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  was  at 
Headlands  28-29  Jun  (RHa),  and  a third-cycle 
bird  was  at  Conneaut  30  Jul  (AHY  et  ah).  Two 
Caspian  Terns  in  Erie,  PA  19  Jun  (JF)  were  po- 
tentially breeders.  A Royal  Tern  along  the 
Delaware  R.,  Bucks,  PA  12  Jul  furnished  a 2nd 


county  record  (DF,  ph.).  An  ad.  Least  Tern 
wandered  to  Funk  Bottoms  4 Jul  (KKl,  m.ob.). 
The  Common  Tern  colony  at  Ottawa  N.W.R. 
increased  to  an  outstanding  193  pairs.  (MSh). 

DOVES  THROUaH  WARBLERS 

A Eurasian  Collared-Dove  remained  in  Seneca 
through  22  Jun  (RHS),  and  another  was  in 
Coshocton,  OH  throughout  Jul  (m.ob.).  Other 
singles  were  at  West  Chester,  Chester,  PA  2 Jul 
(LL)  and  in  Lancaster,  PA  20  Jul  (T.  Raub).  A 
White-winged  Dove  was  well  described  in 
York,  PA  22  Jun  (R.  Phillips).  Single  Burrow- 
ing Owls  in  Darke,  OH  24  Jun  (ph.  R.  Clif- 
ford) and  near  Dayton,  OH  27  Jun  (turned  in 
to  a rehabilitator;  Jide  JMc),  pending  accept- 
ance, will  represent  the  4th  and  5th  Ohio 
records.  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  in  West  Vir- 
ginia were  reported  from  Pocahontas  8 Jun 
(DP)  and  near  Welch,  McDowell  26  Jun  (D. 
Chaffin).  Chuck- will’s-widows  are  casual  in 
se.  Ohio,  where  heard  in  Vinton,  OH  14  & 19 
Jun  (E.  Cashion,  B.  Warner).  A late  Olive- 
sided Flycatcher  was  within  the  Cuyahoga 
Valley  N.P  13  Jun  (B.  Osborne,  B.  Furst).  A 
pair  of  Least  Flycatchers  in  Fayette,  OH  26  Jul 
(DS)  and  one  3 Jul  in  Warren,  OH  (W.  McGill) 
are  among  the  few  summer  records  from  sw. 
Ohio.  A Western  Kingbird  was  a one-day 
wonder  in  Hamilton,  OH  22  Jul  (B.  Wulker). 
One  was  in  Milton,  Northumberland,  PA  1 Jul 
(ph.  L.  Shaffer)  and  possibly  the  same  bird  at 
Line  Mountain,  Northumberland  3 Jul  QF)-  An 
ad.  Loggerhead  Shrike  in  sw.  Ashtabula,  OH 
16  Jun  (CH)  could  not  be  re- 
located, while  an  imm.  was 
found  in  adjacent  Mercer,  PA 
near  the  Ohio  border  1 Jul 
(CH).  Common  Ravens 
nested  in  a quarry  in 
Nazareth,  Northampton,  PA, 
the  first  nesting  in  the  coun- 
ty away  from  the  Kittatinny 
Ridge  (P.  Reichel,  Jide  RW). 
Nesting  Bell’s  Vireo  in 
Franklin,  OH  included  those 
on  the  O.S.U.  campus 
(m.ob.)  and  2 territorial 
birds  in  Hilliard  22  Jun  (B. 
Gara).  Elsewhere,  Ohio  indi- 
viduals were  in  Lucas  1 Jun 
(G.  Cottier),  Allen  12  Jul 
(DR),  a nest  in  Butler  14  Jun  (K.  WestendorD, 
and  in  Hamilton  22  Jun  (W.  Hull).  Nesting 
Blue-headed  Vireos  in  Meigs  17  Jun  (SWs) 
represent  the  southernmost  confirmation  for 
Ohio.  Four  singing  Blue-headeds  along  the 
Kittatinny  Ridge  in  Berks,  PA  7 Jul  was  a nice 
number  along  the  se.  edge  of  its  breeding 
range  in  Pennsylvania  (K.  Grim). 

Bank  Swallows  massed  at  Headlands,  with 


Deftly  captured  on  film  1 1 July  2008,  this  Common  Raven  over  Monroe  County,  Ohio 
was  among  several  reported  along  the  Appalachian  border  with  West  Virginia.  After  a 
one-hundred-year  absence  as  a nesting  species  in  Ohio,  Common  Ravens  were  found 
nesting  in  Jefferson  County,  Ohio  during  spring  2008.  Photograph  by  April  Sterliirg. 
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r A Appalachian  Common  Ravens  have  been  flirting  with  a return  to  Ohio's  avifauna  fora  number  of  years.  In  Wlar  1993, 
3 fiseveral  observers  described  a soaring  bird  over  a ridge  in  Monroe  (B.  Morrison  et  al.).  One  or  more  birds  were  report- 
ed at  this  site  in  subsequent  springs  through  at  least  1995.  Among  the  most  heavily  forested  counties  adjacent  to  West  Vir- 
ginia, the  local  geography  seemed  a good  candidate  for  expansion  into  Ohio.  Nothing  more  of  prospertive  breeders  in  the 
east  was  noted  until  several  sight  records  a decade  later  in  nearby  Washington.  A 15  Mar  2003  observation  (C.  House,  fide}. 
Zickefoose),  and  another  29  Sep  2005  (W.  Walraven,  fide  J.  Zickefoose),  were  followed  in  2008  by  Apr  sightings  and  a photo- 
graph (J.  Zickefoose).  This  spring  also  saw  the  confirmation  of  nesting  Common  Ravens  in  Jefferson,  OH,  and  subsequent 
searching  in  e.  Ohio  provided  additional  observations  of  the  family  group  fledged  from  Fernwood  S.F.,  with  5-6  birds  seen  1 2 
Jul  {fide  BSs).  Earlier,  15  Jun,  a single  bird  was  seen  in  Island  Creek  Twp.,Mefson,  OH,  11  km  to  the  north  (RSH).  Away  from 
Jefferson,  a single  raven  was  photographed  in  Monroe,  OH  1 1 Jul  (B.  Murphy,  A.  Sterling,  fide  JMc).  On  23  Jun,  a single  raven 
was  observed  just  across  the  Ohio  R.  in  Brooke,  WV  (SWs).  This  is  only  the  beginning  of  a developing  story  in  Ohio,  another 
chapter  in  the  resurgence  of  Appalachian  ravens. 


2000  birds  tallied  16  Jul  (RHa).  There  were  200 
Cliff  Swallow  nests  on  a bridge  in  Lewistown, 
Mifflin,  PA  14Jul  (C.  Kauffman).  Well  s.  of  nor- 
mal range,  a Black-capped  Chickadee  was 
heard  singing  28  Jun  at  Cedar  Bog  State  Nature 
Preserve,  Champaign,  OH  QMc.  EK,  m.ob.).  In 
the  wake  of  a strong  irruption,  single  Red- 
breasted Nuthatches  were  widely  noted  in  Ohio 
from  Wood,  Hancock,  Wayne,  and  Ashland  (L. 
Wygant).  Pairs  were  detected  in  the  Oak  Open- 
ings 13  Jul  (MA)  and  s.  to  Hocking  10  Jun 
(EH).  Brown  Creepers  in  Allen,  OH  30  Jun  (L. 
Houshower)  and  Warren,  OH  3 Jul  (W.  McGill) 
were  unexpected.  A singing  Brown  Creeper  in 
Jun  at  Jacobsburg  Environmental  Education 
Center,  Northampton,  PA  was  unusual  for  that 
locale  (RW).  Ohio  hemlock  patches  held  terri- 
torial Winter  Wrens  in  Knox  12  Jun  (RCl),  s. 
Columbiana  1 Jun,  and  n.  Jefferson  in  late  Jun 
(SWs).  Sedge  Wrens,  reported  in  17  Ohio 
counties,  included  20  birds  in  an  80-acre  con- 
servation reserve  grassland  in  Ottawa  {fide  L. 
Harder).  A rare  nester  in  Pennsylvania,  a Sedge 
Wren  was  found  in  Crawford  6 Jul  Q.  Flynn). 
Suitable  habitat  in  Knox,  OH  held  a territorial 
Golden-crowned  Kinglet  12-30  Jun  (RCl).  Ter- 
ritorial Hermit  Thrushes  away  from  known 
Ohio  haunts  were  in  sw.  Stark  12  Jun-7  Jul  (R. 
Steiner),  in  Columbiana  12  Jun  (AB),  and  in 
Meigs  (SWs).  The  Crane  Hollow,  Hocking  pop- 
ulation, Ohio’s  largest,  included  25  singing 
males  (AB,  DS).  A nest  discovered  12  Jul  at 
Cranesville  Swamp  (J.  Little)  offered  nice 
breeding  confirmation  for  Preston,  WV 

Single  male  Golden-winged  Warblers  were 
in  Summit,  OH  (EK)  and  Hocking,  OH  into  Jun 
(fide].  Fry,  JMc).  A male  Nashville  Warbler  for- 
aging in  a buttonbush  swamp  at  Lawrence 
Woods  State  Nature  Preserve,  Hardin,  OH  19 
Jun  (C.  Hoagstrom)  was  a curious  find.  The 
Northern  Parula  was  well  represented  in  seven 
nw.  Ohio  counties,  including  Defiance,  Han- 
cock, Lucas,  and  Wood.  Up  to  6 territorial  Mag- 
nolia Warblers  were  along  Pine  Run  Hollow  in 
e.  Columbiana,  OH  8-12  Jun  (AB).  A singing 
Magnolia  Warbler  16  Jun  and  a recently 


fledged  bird  17  Jun  were  at  opposite  ends  of 
Meigs,  OH  (SWs).  Intriguing  were  2 territorial 
Black-throated  Blue  Warblers  found  8 & 12 
Jun  100  m across  the  state  boundary  into  Penn- 
sylvania along  Pine  Run  Hollow,  Columbiana, 
OH  (AB,  JD);  there  are  no  breeding  records 
from  Ohio  in  recent  history.  Late  Yellow- 
rumped  Warblers  were  at  Headlands  2 Jun 


A rare  nester  in  eastern  Pennsylvania,  this  male  Dickcissel 
was  part  of  a pair  suspected  of  nesting  at  Unionville,  Chester 
County  (here  23  June  2008).  Photograph  by  Sharon  Pulcinella. 

(RHa)  and  in  Tuscarawas,  OH  8 Jun  (H.  Ma- 
son). A late  Palm  Warbler  was  at  Areola  Creek 
estuary.  Lake,  OH  11  Jun  QP).  Blackburnian 
Warblers  were  well  reported  from  Ohio,  with  a 
territorial  bird  in  ne.  Knox  OH  12-30  Jun  (RCl) 
the  most  unexpected.  The  Hocking  Hills  re- 
gion of  Ohio  held  at  least  5 territorial  birds 
(RSH,  EH),  matching  previous  statewide  totals. 
A singing  Yellow-throated  Warbler  5 Jun  (ET) 
and  a singing  Worm-eating  Warbler  6 Jun  (ET) 
in  Lucas  furnished  rare  records  from  nw.  Ohio. 


Another  Worm-eating  Warbler  in  inid-Jun  in 
Summit  (fide  DC,  DV)  and  5 singing  males  in 
Mobican  9 Jun  (RSH)  signal  furtber  progress 
northwards.  Six  singing  Yellow-throated  War- 
blers were  along  the  Lehigh  R.,  Northampton, 
PA  28  Jun  (RW).  A singing  Swainson’s  War- 
bler along  the  Little  Beaver  Creek,  Columbiana, 
OH  27  Jun  (]D)  adds  to  a pattern  of  extralimi- 
tal  occurrence  in  the  Region.  One  was  n.  to 
Snake  Hill  W.A.,  Monongalia,  WV  3 Jun  (L. 
Schwab).  Rare  nw.  Ohio  Kentucky  Warblers 
were  in  the  Oak  Openings  2-21  Jun  (ET,  MA) 
and  Henry,  OH  2 Jul  (R  Chad).  A late  migrant 
Mourning  Warbler  was  in  downtown  Cleve- 
land 9 Jun  (M.  Hendrick).  A late  Wilson’s  War- 
bler was  in  Summit,  OH  11  Jun  (G.  Bennett). 
Canada  Warblers  were  found  carrying  food  to  a 
nest  9 Jun  in  Hocking,  OH  (EH).  A remarkable 
count  of  12  territorial  males  was  tallied  at  Mo- 
hican 9 Jun  (RSH). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A male  Summer  Tanager  along  the  Blanchard 
R.,  Hancock,  OH  14  Jun  (RSs)  was  a great 
find,  as  was  one  singing  in  Cuyahoga,  OH  27 
Jun-2  Jul  (H.  Fortlage,  DC).  The  Oak  Open- 
ings population  numbered  5 territorial  males 

7 Jun  (ET).  A pair  of  Summer  Tanagers  was  at 
Frick  Park,  Pittsburgh,  Allegheny,  PA  29  Jun 
(S.  Demanski,  fide  M.  Campsey),  and  a 
singing  male  was  in  Venango,  PA  3 Jun  (J. 
Stanley).  A homeowner  in  Lorain,  OH  (M. 
Burdette,  JideJ.  McCarty,  JMc)  photographed 
an  unfamiliar  bird  coming  to  a small  pond  7- 

8 Jun — Ohio’s  first  summer  record  of  Western 
Tanager  (ad.  male).  A Clay-colored  Sparrow 
at  Quail  Hollow  S.R,  Stark,  OH  in  May  was 
territorial  through  14  Jun  (K.  Miller).  A 
singing  Clay-colored  Sparrow  was  in  the  Oak 
Openings,  Lucas,  OH  22  Jun  (K.  Menard) 
through  27  Jul  (MA).  Another  2 Clay-colored 
Sparrows  were  territorial  through  the  period 
near  Walnut  Creek,  Holmes,  OH  (James  E Yo- 
der, Jide  BG).  In  Pennsylvania,  a singing  Clay- 
colored  was  at  the  se.  edge  of  its  range  in  Van 
Wert,  Juniata  5-26  Jul  (A.  Renno). 

Lark  Sparrows  were  represented  in  sw.  Ohio 
by  two  pairs  in  Hamilton  (PW,  E Frick)  and  a 
single  bird  in  Butler  Q.  Hull).  The  species  re- 
turned to  a quarry  in  Greene,  OH,  where  a pair 
was  observed  19  Jul  (DSn),  and  to  a newer 
(2007)  site  in  w.  Tuscarawas,  OH,  where  a to- 
tal of  14  birds  (juv.  and  ad.)  in  late  Jul  sug- 
gested breeding  by  multiple  pairs  (LAY).  A 
wandering  Lark  Sparrow  appeared  in  Lake  21- 


C A A Clay-colored  Sparrow  was  heard  and  seen  associating  with  a presumed  female  at  Charlemont  Reservation,  Lorain, 
.jtlQH  3 Jul  (EK),  but  observations  11  Jul  of  plumage  and  song  characteristics  suggested  instead  a Clay-colored  Spar- 
row X Field  Sparrow  hybrid  (AB,  EK).  Mist-netted  16  Jul  (A.  Jones,  AB),  the  bird  was  photographed  and  examined  careful- 
ly, and  its  plumage  shared  characteristics  of  both  species;  DNA  was  obtained  for  further  determination. 
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29  Jun  (N.  Anderson  et  al.)-  Late  migrant 
White-throated  Sparrows  2 Jun  included  sin- 
gles in  Montgomery,  OH  (E.  Neubauer)  and 
Pickaway,  OH  (RSH).  Mid-summer  singing 
males  were  along  the  L.  Erie  shoreline  8 Jun-5 
jul  at  Headlands  (RHa  et  al.)  and  in  a suburban 
Cuyahoga  backyard  9 jul  (R  Lozano).  An  ad. 
White-crowned  Sparrow  was  most  unusual  at 
Headlands  12  Jul  (RHa),  and  a late  migrant 
was  singing  at  Oakland  Mills,  Juniata,  PA  14 
Jun  (A.  Troyer).  A Dark-eyed  Junco  singing  in 
Conkle’s  Hollow  State  Nature  Preserve,  Hock- 
ing, OH  2 Jun  was  far  s.  of  the  species’  breed- 
ing population  in  extreme  ne.  Ohio  (RSH).  A 
Dark-eyed  Junco  at  Schuykill  Center,  Philadel- 
phia, PA  5 Jun  was  late  (fide  SK). 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  reports  along  the 
Ohio  R.  Valley  came  from  Adams  (C.  Steffen), 
Meigs  (SWs),  Washington  (B.  Bond,  B. 
Wright),  and  Lawrence  (SWs).  At  least  4 terri- 
torial Blue  Grosbeaks  returned  to  a quarry  in 
w.  Tuscarawas,  OH  for  a successful  breeding 
season  (LAY).  Eurther  pushing  known  limits 
were  single  males  in  Mercer,  OH  26  Jun  (AB, 
J.  Kuenzli)  and  in  n.  Jefferson,  OH  20  Jul  (RL). 
Up  to  15  male  Blue  Grosbeaks  were  in  s.  High- 
land, OH  28  Jul,  where  none  were  found  dur- 
ing Ohio’s  hrst  aliasing  effort  (AB,  DS).  The  7 
ads.  at  Byrd  Dam  28  Jun  (TI)  made  an  excel- 
lent tally,  as  did  14  singing  males  at  Tullytown 
landfill  in  Bucks,  PA  12  Jul  (DP).  Blue  Gros- 
beaks nested  for  the  first  time  in  Lehigh,  PA 
(RW,  AS)  and  Carbon,  PA  (C.  Husic).  Single 


Dickcissels  in  Lake  1 Jun  QP),  Stark  25  Jul  (J. 
Semroc),  and  Trumbull  25  Jun  (CH)  represent 
rare  ne.  Ohio  records.  One  in  Highland,  WV 
10  Jun  (D.  Holsinger)  was  unexpected.  An- 
other was  at  Byrd  Dam  14-28  Jun  (DP,  TI).  A 
pair  of  Dickcissels  at  the  Tullytown  landfill  12 
Jul  was  a hrst  nesting  for  Bucks,  PA  (DF),  and 
another  pair  suspected  of  nesting  was  in 
Chester,  PA  20  Jun  (B.  Brynes,  NP  et  al.,  ph). 
Five  Dickcissels  near  L.  Meade,  Adams,  PA  20 
Jun  was  a nice  count  (R.  Koury).  Intensive 
held  work  produced  6 territorial  Western 
Meadowlarks  in  Ohio  led  by  3 in  Wood  (CA, 
RSH,  T.  Kemp),  with  singles  in  Williams  2 & 
17  Jun  (R.  Nirschl,  J.  Grabmeier),  Sandusky 
29  Jun  (MSh),  and  Holmes  4 Jun  Qarnes  E.  Yo- 
der). Pine  Siskins  successfully  nested  in  Lake, 
OH  (jP),  and  one  visited  a feeder  in  Coshoc- 
ton, OH  17-20  Jun  (AHY).  An  Evening  Gros- 
beak was  in  Lake,  OH  3 Jun  (JP). 

Initialed  contributors  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  OHIO:  Bryce  Adams  (BA),  Chuck 
Anderson  (CA),  Matt  Anderson  (MA),  Rick 
Asamoto  (RA),  Tom  Bartlett,  (TB),  Aaron 
Boone  (AB),  Marcia  Brehmer  (MB),  Randel 
Carmel  (RCl),  Rick  Counts  (RC),  Becky 
Cullen  (BC),  Jim  Dolan  (JD),  Bruce  Glick 
(BG),  Eric  M.  Hall  (EH),  Ray  Hannikman 
(RHa),  Robert  & Sandy  Harlan  (RSH),  Craig 
Holt,  (CH),  William  Jones  (WJ),  Ned  Keller, 
Ethan  Kistler  (EK),  Kevin  Kline  (KKl),  Daniel 
Kramer  (DK),  Robert  Lane  (RL),  Gabe  Leidy 


(GL),  Jim  McCormac  OMc),  John  Pogacnik 
OP),  David  Rankin  (DR),  Robert  Sams  (RSs), 
Mark  Shieldcastle  (MSh),  Dave  Slager  (DS), 
Darlene  Snuffer  (DSn),  Su  Snyder,  Brad 
Sparks  (BSs),  Elliot  Tramer  (ET),  Doug  Vogus 
(DV),  Samuel  Weaver  (SW),  Bill  Whan  (BWh), 
Paul  Wharton  (PW),  Sean  Williams  (SWs), 
Adam  H.  Yoder  (AHY),  Levi  A.  Yoder  (LAY). 
PENNSYLVANIA:  Kevin  Crilley  (KC),  Dave 
DeReamus  [Eastern  PA  Birdline]  (DD),  Devich 
Farbotnik  (DF),  John  Fedak  QF),  Greg  Grove, 
Paul  Hess  (PH),  Margaret  Higbee  (MH),  Steve 
Kacir  [Delaware  Valley  RBA]  (SK),  Rudy 
Keller  (RK),  Arlene  Koch  (AK),  Larry  Lewis 
(LL),  Mark  McConaughy  [Central  Pennsylva- 
nia Birdline]  (MM),  Jerry  McWilliams  QM), 
August  Mirabella  (AM),  Nick  Pulcinella  (NP), 
Bob  Schutsky  (BS),  Adam  Smith  (AS),  Amy 
Taracido  [Western  Pennsylvania  RBA]  (AT), 
Mark  Vass  (MV),  Rick  Wiltraut  (RW).  WEST 
VIRGINIA:  Jeanette  Esker,  Tom  Igou  (TI), 
David  Patick  (DP). 


Aaron  Boone 

School  of  Environment  & Natural  Resources 
Ohio  State  University,  2021  Coffey  Road 
Columbus,  Ohio  43210,  (boone.70@osu.edu) 

Victor  W.  Fazio,  III,  18722  Newell  Road,  Floor  2 
Shaker  Heights,  Ohio  44122,  (bcvireo@sbcglobaLnet) 
Rick  Wiltraut 

Jacobsburg  Environmental  Education  Center 

835  jacobsburg  Road,  Wind  Gap,  Pennsylvania  18091 

(rwiltraut@state.pa.us) 


I Illinois  & Indiana 


INDIANA  LAKEFRONT: 


James  D.  Hengeveld 
Keith  A.  MclVIullen 
Geoffrey  A.  Williamson 


While  overall  mean  temperatures 
for  the  period  were  approximate- 
ly normal,  precipitation  was 
much  higher  than  average,  with  each  state 
receiving  about  29  cm  of  rain,  9-10  cm 
above  their  means.  Much  of  that  rain  came 
early  in  the  period  and  in  the  southern  por- 
tion of  the  Region  and,  in  combination  with 
the  wet  spring,  created  flooding  throughout 
the  central  and  southwestern  portions,  in 
some  areas  the  worst  ever  recorded.  Rarities 
for  the  period  included  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Duck,  White  Ibis,  Black  Rail,  the 
continuing  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher,  Swain- 
son’s  Warbler,  MacGillivray’s  Warbler,  and 
Red  Crossbill. 


Abbreviations:  Bev.  Sh.  (Beverly  Shores, 
Porter,  IN);  Dunes  (Dunes  S.P.,  Porter,  IN); 
EP.  (Forest  Preserve);  F.W.A.  (Fish  and 
Wildlife  Area);  Goose  Pond  (Goose  Pond 
EW.A.,  Greene,  IN);  Lowden-Miller  (Lowden- 
Miller  S.E,  Ogle,  IL),  Mich.  City  (Michigan 
City  Harbor,  La  Porte,  IN);  Miller  (Miller 
Beach,  Lake,  IN);  Pine  Creek  (Pine  Creek 
Gamebird  Habitat  Area,  Benton,  IN);  Sauer- 
Prairie  (Sauer-Prairie  Kame  EP,  Kane,  IL). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

A small  influx  of  Black-bellied  Whistling- 
Ducks  into  sw.  Illinois  included  4 in  Ware, 
Union  6 Jul  (DMK,  MS)  and  3 at  Grand  Tow- 
er, Jackson  11  Jul  (ph.  JS).  This  species  is  very 
rare  in  Illinois,  with  only  two  prior  accepted 
records.  Indiana  recorded  at  least  one  for  the 
4th  consecutive  year,  with  one  at  Goose  Pond 
12  Jun  (DWo,  tLWS,  BE  et  al.)  remaining 
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Part  of  a wave  of  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  into  the  Midwest, 
this  individual,  which  was  found  at  Goose  Pond  Fish  and  Wildlife 


Area,  Greene  County  on  12  June  2008  (here)  and  remained  through 
the  end  of  the  period,  provided  an  Indiana  record  of  the  species  for 
the  fourth  consecutive  year.  Photograph  by  Jerry  I.  Downs. 


through  the  end  of  the  period  and  2 others 
photographed  near  Reynolds,  White,  28  Jun 
(DL  fide  DG).  At  least  5 among  the  season’s  7 
reported  Snow  Geese  in  Illinois  were  thought 
to  be  injured.  For  the  3rd  straight  summer,  a 
pair  of  Trumpeter  Swans  nested  in  Savanna, 
IL  (EWW),  but  no  young  were  noted  this 
year.  Following  several  Jun  reports  of  one  to  2 
Gadwalls  at  Goose  Pond,  Indiana’s  first  docu- 
mented breeding  record  for  the  species  oc- 
curred 8 Jul  when  a nest  with  eight  eggs  was 
found  and  photographed  at  that  location 
(MB,  LWS).  Blue-winged  Teal  were  once  again 
confirmed  as  breeders  at  Goose  Pond  (BF, 
LWS),  and  in  extreme  s.  Illinois,  3 hens  with 
broods  of  4,  8,  and  9 young  respectively  were 
found  at  E.  Cape  Girardeau,  Alexander 
(KAM).  Rollins  Savanna  in  Lake,  IL  hosted  a 
female  Northern  Shoveler  with  3 young  on  9 
Jul  (BS).  Unseasonable  dabbling  ducks  in- 
cluded an  American  Wigeon  at  Miller  25  Jul 
OCK,  MT),  an  ad.  male  Northern  Pintail  at 
Goose  Pond  9-12  Jul  (LWS,  JID,  RLH),  3 pin- 
tails at  Pine  Creek  26  Jul  (EMH),  and  3 sin- 
gleton pintails  from  Illinois.  Also  unusual 
were  2 Green- winged  Teal  at  Goose  Pond  12 
Jun  OlD)  and  3 on  8 Jul  (LWS).  Nesting  con- 
firmation of  Redheads  included  a pair  with  3 
young  in  McHenry,  IL  28  Jun  (EWW)  and  a 
hen  with  4 young  28  Jun  in  Grundy,  IL  (DFS). 
Notable  were  2 male  Greater  Scaup  at  Goose 
Pond  7 Jun  (J&SH,  JID).  For  the  2nd  straight 
summer,  record  numbers  of  Hooded  Mer- 


gansers were  tallied  in  the  Region,  in- 
cluding a female  with  6 chicks  at  High- 
land 1 Jul  (MT),  which  constituted  a 
noteworthy  breeding  record  for  the  In- 
diana lakefront.  Unusual  were  a Com- 
mon Merganser  in  Will,  IL  28  Jun  (DFS) 
and  two  reports  of  Red-breasted  Mer- 
ganser: a single  in  LaSalle,  IL  31  Jul 
(MM)  and  another  photographed  in 
Delaware,  IN  29  Jun  (fide  BG).  Notable 
concentrations  of  Ruddy  Ducks  includ- 
ed 50  at  Emiquon  Preserve,  Fulton,  IL 
22  Jun  QMJ)  and  27  in  McHenry,  IL  28 
Jun  (EWW). 

An  encouraging  106  Northern  Bob- 
white  were  counted  12  Jun  at  Prairie 
Ridge  State  Natural  Area  QWW  et  al.). 
Two  Common  Loons  were  on  Vulcan  L. 
in  the  town  of  Crystal  Lake,  McHenry,  IL 
5 Jun,  with  one  remaining  until  23  Jul 
(ADF),  and  one  was  on  L.  Monroe,  Mon- 
roe, IN  20  Jun  (DA).  An  American 
White  Pelican  at  Wolf  L.,  Lake  22  Jun 
(CAM)  furnished  the  first  Indiana  lake- 
front  record  since  1990.  A Neotropic 
Cormorant  discovered  at  Horseshoe  L., 
Madison,  IL  22  Jun  (ph.  FRH,  JPZ)  pro- 
vided the  2nd  consecutive  summer 
record  for  this  location.  On  26  Jul,  Indiana’s 
highest-ever  tally  of  525  Great  Blue  Herons 
was  made  in  Gibson  (JID,  JM).  An  exception- 
al total  of  1250  Little  Blue 
Herons  was  counted  in  Union 
and  Alexander,  IL  13  Jul  (CAT, 

TK).  Two  Cattle  Egrets  were 
with  the  Great  Blues  in  Gibson 
26  Jul  QlD,  JM),  and  another 
was  at  Goose  Pond  2 Jun  (LK- 
S).  In  Illinois,  Cattle  Egret 
numbers  were  noticeably  larg- 
er this  summer  in  St.  Clair, 

Monroe  and  Randolph  (KAM), 
likely  the  result  of  extreme 
flooding  in  the  agricultural  ar- 
eas of  that  region.  Chicago’s  L. 

Calumet  colony  of  Black- 
crowned  Night-Herons  includ- 
ed more  than  100  breeding 
pairs  (WJM).  A White  Ibis  ob- 
served at  Goose  Pond  8 Jul  (tLWS)  flying 
with  a group  of  Great  Egrets  was  seen  each  of 
the  next  two  days  (LP,  ph.  JCK,  DG).  A 
White-faced  Ibis  was  found  at  Sauer-Prairie  8 
Jun  (AFS,  AS,  tREF). 

A n.  Porter  resident  (fide  BB)  found  a 
Turkey  Vulture  nest  with  2 young  15  Jul,  fur- 
nishing the  2nd  nesting  record  of  the  species 
for  the  Indiana  lakefront.  At  least  four  Osprey 
nests  in  Illinois  produced  young.  A Sharp- 
shinned  Hawk  28  Jun  at  Paul  Douglas  FP, 
Cook,  IL  (GAW)  was  the  only  one  reported. 


The  McHemy/Kane,  IL  nesting  population  of 
Swainson’s  Hawks  included  four  pairs  this 
summer  (R&AM). 

RAILS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Two  calling  Black  Rails  were  at  Illinois  Beach 
S.R  11-14  Jun,  with  one  continuing  through 
19  Jun  (EWW).  An  amazing  total  of  10  ad. 
King  Rails  was  logged  at  Goose  Pond  13  Jun 
(LWS).  Successful  nesting  by  Common 
Moorhens  was  confirmed  at  Goose  Pond  13 
Jul  (GP)  and  at  Highland,  Lake,  IN  23  Jul 
(MT),  while  Illinois  sites  with  young  Com- 
mon Moorhens  included  Pratt’s  Wayne 
Woods  FR,  DiiPage  (PM),  McGinnis  Slough, 
Cook  (WSS,  REF,  KF),  and  Hennepin-Hopper 
Lake  Restoration  Area,  Putnam  (DFS).  Sand- 
hill Cranes  were  also  successful  in  Bev.  Sh., 
where  2 ads.  and  a colt  were  seen  21  Jun  (KJB, 
JKC,  LSH,  RJP)  and,  similar  to  last  year,  in  La- 
Porte,  IN,  where  another  family  group  of  3 
was  seen  29  Jun  (C&DH). 

With  a few  exceptions,  shorebirds  ap- 
peared in  lower  numbers  than  average.  How- 
ever, habitat  was  seemingly  available  every- 
where in  the  major  river  floodplains  in  sw. 
Indiana  and  Illinois,  making  detection  more 
difficult.  An  alternate-plumaged  American 
Golden-Plover  16  Jun  in  sw.  Stephenson,  IL 
(DFS)  was  unexpected,  while  one  3 Jul  at 
Sauer-Prairie  (RAM)  was  an  early  fall  mi- 


grant. Black-necked  Stilt  continued  its  recent 
explosion  in  the  Region,  as  successful  nesting 
was  confirmed  in  13  counties  in  cen.  and  s. 
Illinois  and  three  in  Indiana,  including  a first 
breeding  record  for  Benton,  IN  at  Pine  Creek 
19  Jul  (EMH);  a single  at  Lebanon  Business 
Park  27  Jun  (RLH)  provided  the  first  record 
for  Boone,  IN.  Record  totals  for  the  Region 
were  noted,  with  over  100  tallied  in  late  Jul  in 
s.  Illinois  (EWW),  49  counted  13  Jul  in  Mon- 
roe, IL  (KAM),  and  42  logged  at  Goose  Pond 
31  Jul  (LWS).  Other  stilt  reports  of  note  from 


A rarity  in  the  Illinois  & Indiana  region,  this  subadult  White  Ibis  at  Goose  Pond 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Area,  Greene  County  on  8 (here  9)  July  2008  remained  until  10 
July,  adding  to  the  growing  list  of  notables  found  at  this  relatively  new  Indiana 
wetland.  Photograph  by  John  C.  Kendall. 
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These  two  Least  Terns  were  found  on  a dry  portion  of  flooded  agricultural  land  in 
Alexander  County,  Illinois  on  7 July  2008.  Flooding  on  the  Mississippi  River  eliminated 
sandbars  for  nesting  in  many  areas,  so  the  terns  moved  inland,  searching  for  suitable 
nesting  habitat.  A total  of  1 56  birds  was  tallied  in  a two-county  area  in  late  June,  with 
birds  nesting  on  a county  road,  prompting  federal  (U.  S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service)  coop- 
eration with  local  officials  to  close  a section  of  roadway  in  order  for  the  terns  to  rear 
their  young.  Photograph  by  Keith  McMullen. 


across  cen.  Illinois  included  20  at  Emiquon 
Reserve,  Fulton  (KR),  9 in  McLean  17-18  jun 
(MJW,  m.ob.),  2 in  Charnpaign  13  Jun  (MPW, 
KS),  and  5 in  Moultrie  26  Jun  (EJC).  A tardy 
American  Avocet  was  at  Great  Lakes  Naval 
Training  Center,  Lake,  IL  12  Jun  (DRD), 
while  those  seen  29  Jul  in  Cook,  IL  (WSS, 
CAT)  and  31  Jul  at  Mazonia/Braidwood 
EW.A.,  Gmndy,  IL  OhH)  were  the  hrst  re- 
turning fall  migrants.  The  high  count  among 
8 avocets  recorded  in  Indiana  for  the  season 
was  of  4 birds  at  Miller  30  Jul  (DG,  JCK).  An 
early  Lesser  Yellowlegs  was  at  Pine  Creek  21 
Jun  (EMH).  A record  number  of  Solitary 
Sandpipers  was  recorded  in  Indiana  for  the 
summer,  highlighted  by  a tally  of  54  in  Porter 
and  Lake  26  Jul  0KC>  SRB,  MT).  Extremely 
early  for  such  a southerly  location,  18  Willets 
were  recorded  7 Jul  in  Alexander,  IL  (KAM). 
Nesting  Spotted  Sandpipers  were  discovered 
at  Miller  2 Jul  QKC)  and  at  McCool  Pond, 
Porter,  IN  5 Jul  (SRB,  JKC,  RJP,  KJB).  A 
Whimbrel  was  seen  at  Miller  18  (MT)  & 19 
Jul  (KJB,  SRB,  JKC,  JCK).  Indiana’s  earliest 
ever  “fall”  Marbled  Godwit  was  seen  at  Mich. 
City  21  Jun  (KJB,  JKC,  LSH,  RJP),  and  an- 
other was  at  that  site  8 Jul  (KJB,  JKC).  No 
Ruddy  Turnstones  and  fewer  than  half  the  av- 
erage number  of  Sanderlings  were  reported, 
though  a 3 Jul  record  of  the  latter  at  Mich. 
City  (SRB)  represented  an  early  arrival.  A 
Pectoral  Sandpiper  at  Goose  Pond  7 Jun  (BH, 
LWS,  EC)  was  likely  a late  spring  migrant, 
whereas  the  status  of  one  seen  27  Jun  in 
Keensburg,  Wabash,  IL  (CLH)  was  more  dif- 
hcult  to  interpret.  A Dunlin  at  Miller  7 Jun 
(MT)  was  very  late.  Two  different  ad.  Long- 
billed Dowitchers  in  alternate  plumage  were 


found  in  Indiana  12  Jul: 
one  at  Mich.  City  and  the 
other  at  Jerry  Allen 
Marsh,  Porter  OKC,  SRB), 
furnishing  only  the  3rd 
and  4th  Jul  records  for  the 
state.  Two  additional  ad. 
Long-billeds  were  at  Car- 
lyle L.  in  s.  Illinois  24  Jul 
(DMK)  and  were  likely 
early  fall  migrants.  It  was 
a fine  season  for  Wilson’s 
Snipe  and  for  Wilson’s 
Phalaropes.  Confirmation 
of  successfully  breeding 
Wilson’s  Phalaropes  in- 
cluded sightings  of  2 juvs. 
with  an  ad.  29  Jun  at 
Rollins  Savanna,  Lake,  IL 
(ph.  EWW),  3 young  at 
Sauer-Prairie  27  Jun  (PM) 
and  19  Jul  (AA,  SA),  and 
an  impressive  4 ad.  males 
and  5 juvs.  at  Goose  Pond  8 Jul  (LWS). 

Scattered  throughout  the  Region  were  9 
different  Laughing  Gulls,  including  one  in 
juv.  plumage,  a plumage  rarely  seen  in  the  Re- 
gion, at  L.  Monroe,  Monroe,  IN  22  Jul  (DRW, 
BW).  For  the  5th  straight  year,  a Laughing 
Gull  X Ring-hilled  Gull  hybrid  was  noted  in 
se.  Chicago  (WJM).  An  alternate-plumaged 
ad.  Franklin’s  Gull  was  at  Clear  L.,  Mason,  IL 
4 Jun  (R&SB),  and  in  Sangamon,  IL,  there 
were  2 imm.  Franklin’s  Gulls  4 Jun  and  an  ad. 
16  Jun  (HDB).  A Bonaparte’s  Gull  was  at  Ma- 
zonia/Braidwood State  EW.A.,  Grundy,  IL  3 
Jul  (JBH),  and  2 were  noted  29  Jul  at  L. 
Calumet,  Chicago  (GAW).  Scattered  single- 
ton  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  have  been  not- 
ed in  Illinois  in  three  of  the  past  four  sum- 
mers, but  this  year  an  unprecedented  4 were 
found  29  Jun  at  Winthrop  Harbor,  Lake 
(EWW). 

The  colony  of  Common  Terns  at  the  Great 
Lakes  Naval  Training  Center  in  North  Chica- 
go, IL  held  22  nests,  61  eggs,  and  3 hatched 
chicks  12  Jun  but  was  ultimately  unsuccessful 
due  to  predation  by  Great  Horned  Owls  (fide 
DRD).  Least  Terns  had  a greater  presence  in 
Illinois  than  usual,  with  high  counts  of  92  in 
East  Cape  Girardeau,  Alexander  23  Jun 
(KAM)  and  64  in  Jackson  23  Jun  (KAM),  plus 
additional  nesting  at  four  locations  in  three  s. 
Illinois  counties.  An  out-of-place  Least  Tern 
was  at  Eagle  Creek  Park,  Indianapolis  5 Jun 
(RFB,Jide  LP). 

DOVES  THROUGH  PIPITS 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  continued  their  ex- 
pansion, as  a bird  in  Montgomery  20  Jul 
(EMH)  marked  the  37th  Indiana  county  in 
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which  the  species  has  been  recorded.  White- 
winged Dove  records  have  also  increased  dra- 
matically in  the  past  decade,  exemplified  by  a 
flyby  at  Dunes  13  Jun  (BJG).  Another  interest- 
ing recent  trend  involves  the  Indiana  cuckoo 
population  and  the  increase  in  the  Yellow- 
billed to  Black-billed  ratio  since  2000  that  has 
resulted  primarily  from  a decrease  in  numbers 
of  Black-billeds.  Indiana’s  long-term  Yellow- 
billed to  Black-billed  ratio  is  4.41,  while  the 
post-1999  ratio  has  climbed  to  8.21  (fide  KJB). 

A pair  of  Bam  Owls  with  4 young  was  not- 
ed in  St.  Clair,  IL  through  19  Jul  (KMS,  TUM, 
VMK  et  al.).  A single  Bam  Owl  at  Salt  Creek 
Woods  Nature  Preserve,  Cook,  IL  20  Jun 
(DFS)  was  n.  of  the  usual  range  for  this 
species,  while  a bird  seen  27  Jul  in  Clinton,  IL 
(MS)  was  more  expected.  Efforts  to  monitor 
owls  and  nightjars  resulted  in  an  excellent 
count  of  104  Whip-poor-wills  in  Bond,  IL  17 
Jun  (SB).  A female  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 
was  seen  at  Lost  Mound  N.W.R.,  Jo  Daviess,  IL 
13  Jun  (SDB),  and  males  were  at  Mississippi 
Palisades  S.P,  Carroll,  IL  16  Jun  (DFS)  and  in 
Pecatonica,  Winnebago,  IL  22  Jun  (DTW). 

A singing  male  Alder  Flycatcher  16  Jun  at 
Deer  Grove  EP,  Cook,  IL  (CF)  was  likely  a mi- 
grant, but  one  found  in  mid-Jun  at  Turtlehead 
Lake  EE,  Cook,  IL  (CBT)  that  persisted  until 
8 Jul  (WSS)  might  have  been  on  territory.  Im- 
pressive were  5 singing  Alder  Flycatchers  at 
Pigeon  River  EW.A.,  Lagrange,  IN  24  Jul 
QAH,  SS).  A pair  of  Western  Kingbirds  in 
Monroe,  IL  17  Jun-13  Jul  produced  3 young 
(ph.  KAM),  and  a pair  feeding  2 juvs.  was  at 
Joppa,  IL  31  Jul  (FKB).  Nine  were  seen  at 
Granite  City,  IL  16  Jul  (FRH).  Western  King- 
birds in  Indiana  were  found  at  L.  Gibson,  Gib- 
son 2 Jul  (CEM)  and  at  Hovey  L,  Posey  19  Jul 
(PJ).  The  Owen,  IN  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher 
that  was  found  31  May  stayed  through  2 Jun 
(MJ).  An  apparent  family  group  of  3 Logger- 
head  Shrikes  was  found  in  Orange,  IN  20  Jun 
QSC),  and  singletons  were  seen  at  the  site  on 
several  occasions  subsequently.  A pair  of  Bell’s 
Vireos  at  Fox  Island  Park  2 Jul  and  a singing 
male  there  again  23  Jul  represented  the  first 
territorial  pair  for  Allen,  IN  QAH). 

A pair  of  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  coming 
to  a feeder  in  Ft.  Wayne  brought  3 fledglings 
to  the  feeder  in  mid-Jun  (BL,  Jide  JAH).  Oth- 
er Red-breasted  Nuthatch  reports  included 
one  heard  in  Ft.  Wayne  through  14  Jun 
OAH),  one  at  the  Brock  residence  in  Chester- 
ton, Porter,  IN  through  9 Jun  (KJB),  2 at  Deer 
Grove  ER,  Cook,  IL  16  Jun  (CF),  one  in 
Downers  Grove,  IL  15  Jul  (REF,  KF),  and  2 at 
feeders  in  Mundelein,  IL  25  Jul  (SDB).  Three 
Brown  Creepers  were  at  Lowden-Miller  14 
Jun  (DFS),  and  one  was  heard  singing  in 
Cook,  IL  18  Jun  (DFS).  A nesting  pair  of  Be- 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


ILLINOIS  & INDIANA 


wick’s  Wrens  was  noted  11-12  Jul  (KAM, 
DMK,  et  al.)  at  the  usual  Siloam  Springs  S.P. 
location  in  Adams,  IL.  A singing  Winter  Wren 
in  Bev.  Sh.  8 Jun  (BJG)  and  likely  the  same  in- 
dividual singing  at  a site  one  km  w.  of  there 
21  Jun  (KJB,  JKC,  LSH,  RjP)  furnished  the 
first  summer  lakefront  records  since  1976. 
An  Indiana  record  summer  tally  of  Marsh 
Wrens  was  highlighted  by  counts  of  15  birds 
at  Striebel  Pond  in  Michigan  City  22  jun  and 
6 Jul  (SRB).  Observers  tallied  20  Veeries  at 
Lowden-Miller  14  Jun  (REF,  KF);  however, 
unexpected  was  a singing  Veery  in  Yellow- 
wood  S.E,  Brown  3 Jun  O&SH),  as  the  species 
is  rare  in  the  s.  third  of  Indiana  in  summer.  A 
Northern  Mockingbird  in  Chicago  1 1 Jul  was 
unusual  (JWL).  Out  of  season  was  an  Ameri- 
can Pipit  found  14  Jun  at  Rochelle,  Ogle,  IL 
(DFS). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FIHCHES 

A Golden-winged  Warbler  singing  a Blue- 
winged song  that  was  found  in  Eagle  Creek 
Park,  Indianapolis  in  late  May  remained 
through  at  least  22  Jun  (GP),  providing  the 
latest  record  for  cen.  Indiana.  A male  Golden- 
winged Warbler  paired  with  a Blue-winged 
Warbler  at  a nest  at  Cherry  Hill  EE,  Cook,  IL 
was  observed  7-8  jun  (WSS,  WJM,  DFS  et  al.). 
A Tennessee  Warbler  7 Jun  in  Kankakee,  IL 
QBH),  a Cape  May  Warbler  11  Jun  in  Chicago 
(DFS),  and  a Yellow-rumped  Warbler  at 
Dunes  8 Jun  (BJG)  were  late  northbound  mi- 
grants. A Black-throated  Green  Warbler  was 
once  again  found  in  Jul  along  the  Indiana 
lakefront  in  Porter  (1  Jul;  SRB),  and  one  was 
unusual  at  Salt  Creek  Woods  Nature  Preserve, 
Cook,  IL  22  Jun  (DFS).  Once  again,  Black- 
burnian Warblers  were  at  Lowden-Miller  dur- 
ing the  breeding  season,  with  one  there  14  Jun 
(REF;  KF).  A singing  Yellow-throated  Warbler 
at  Dunes  6 Jun  provided  the  first  summer 
record  for  the  site  (BB).  Prairie  Warblers  13 
Jun  at  Lost  Mound  N.W.R.,  Jo  Daviess,  IL  and 
30  Jun  in  Hennepin,  Putnam,  IL  (DFS)  were 
away  from  the  usual  breeding  range.  A pair  of 
Black-and-white  Warblers  was  found  at  Bev. 
Sh.  5 Jul  0KC,  SRB,  KJB),  at  a site  where  there 
was  a singing  male  last  year,  and  a pair  was 
noted  23  Jun  on  territory  in  Pine  Hills,  Union, 
IL  (KAM).  A Blackpoll  Warbler  and  3 Ameri- 
can Redstarts  11  Jun  in  Chicago’s  Jackson 
Park  were  late-departing  migrants  (PRC).  Two 
Swainson’s  Warblers  in  Alexander,  IL  6 Jul+ 
(AS,  DMK,  ph.  KAM,  et  al.)  provided  the  first 
multiple-individual  sighting  of  the  species  in 
the  Region  in  more  than  20  years.  A singing 
male  Connecticut  Warbler  24  Jun  in  Chicago 
(DEW)  was  perhaps  an  exceptionally  late  mi- 
grant. The  warbler  of  the  season  was  a male 
MacGillivray’s  Warbler  9-11  Jul  at  Waterfall 


Glen  FE,  DuPage,  IL  (v.r.  MM,  ph.  WSS, 
m.ob.,  p.a.);  if  accepted,  this  would  represent 
the  first  summer  record  and  only  the  3rd  for 
the  state  and  Region.  A male  Canada  Warbler 
was  singing  16  Jun  at  Lowden-Miller  (DFS). 

Unprecedented  numbers  of  Summer  Tan- 
agers  were  reported  along  the  Indiana  lake- 
front,  with  birds  showing  up  at  Dunes  and 
Bev.  Sh.  (KJB,  JKC,  SRB,  BB  et  al).  A record 
breeding  season  count  of  12  Clay-colored 
Sparrows  was  noted  5 Jul  in  Rockton,  Win- 
nebago, IL  (DTW);  this  species  appears  to  be 
increasing  across  n.  Illinois.  In  Laporte,  IN,  2 
singing  Henslow’s  Sparrows  at  Kingsbury 
EW.A.  14  Jun  (LSH)  were  the  first  recorded  at 
the  site  in  seven  years,  and  one  singing  at 
Kankakee  EW.A.  28  Jun  was  a first  for  that  lo- 
cation OKC).  Breeding  surveys  recorded  146 
Henslow’s  Sparrows  12-13  Jun  at  Prairie 
Ridge  State  Natural  Area,  Jasper  and  Marion, 
IL  (JWW  et  al).  Sightings  of  White-throated 
Sparrows  included  one  in  Chicago  23-26  Jun 
(DEW),  4 at  another  Chicago  location  26  Jun 
(DFS),  one  in  a Kankakee,  IL  yard  26  May-23 
Jun  OBH),  and  one  at  a feeder  in  Furnessville, 
Porter,  IN  27  Jun  (SRB).  Most  notable  was  a 
dead  White-throated  found  on  the  campus  of 
Indiana  State  University  in  Terre  Haute  8 Jul 
(PES).  White-crowned  Sparrows  were  noted 
11  Jun  (LR)  and  24  Jun  (DFS)  in  Chicago. 

In  an  excellent  summer  for  Blue  Gros- 
beaks, the  high  count  was  of  17  birds  in 
Greene,  IN  21  Jul  (DRW,  DA,  JM),  and  for  the 
5th  consecutive  year,  this  species,  represented 
by  a singing  male,  was  found  at  Miller  2 Jul 
QKC).  Five  separate  observations  of  Blue 
Grosbeaks  came  from  the  n.  tier  of  Illinois, 
where  they  are  unusual:  a pair  at  a nest  in  An- 
nawan,  Henry  7 Jun  (EWW),  a singing  male 
at  Herrick  Lake  EE,  DuPage  8 Jun  (DFS),  a 
pair  5 Jul+  at  Lowden-Miller  (CKA),  2 at  Illi- 
nois Beach  S.P.  13  Jul  (DW),  and  a male  in 
Jackson  Park,  Chicago  27  Jul  (G&SD).  A 
male  Painted  Bunting  was  observed  21 
Jun-14  Jul  at  the  usual  East  St.  Louis,  IL  lo- 
cation (DMK,  m.ob.).  A fine  count  of  161 
Dickcissels  was  made  at  TNC  Kankakee 
Sands,  Newton,  IN  25  Jun  (LWS,  TA). 

The  only  report  of  Brewer’s  Blackbird  con- 
sisted of  3 at  Illinois  Beach  S.E  23  Jun  (DRD). 
A Great-tailed  Grackle  was  reported  16  Jul 
near  Lock  & Dam  18  along  the  Mississippi  R. 
in  Henderson,  IL  (p.a.,  tMJB).  Unprecedented 
for  the  summer  in  Indiana  was  an  aggregation 
of  44,000  Common  Crackles  in  a pre-dawn 
flight  at  Willow  Slough  EW.A.,  Newton  on  17 
Jul  QBH).  A fine  tally  of  38  Orchard  Orioles 
was  made  1 Jul  in  Monroe,  IL  (KAM).  Female- 
type  Purple  Finches  were  found  at  feeders  in 
Brown,  IN  16-17  Jun  O&SH)  and  in  Greene, 
IN  26  Jun  OG).  Pine  Siskin  reports  included  2 


at  Marengo,  IL  6 Jun  (KL),  one  in  Gurnee,  IL 
6-15  Jun  OSS),  and  2 all  season  at  a yard  in 
Downers  Grove,  IL  (REF,  KF).  For  the  2nd 
consecutive  year,  a Red  Crossbill  was  seen  in 
the  s.  tier  of  Indiana,  this  one  a first-year  male 
at  L.  Monroe,  Monroe  TJ  Jul  (DRW,  BW).  The 
northernmost  Eurasian  Tree  Sparrow  reports 
were  of  one  16  Jun  in  Henry,  IL  (DFS)  and  3 
in  Stark,  IL  30  Jun  (DFS). 
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I Western  Great  Lakes 


Peder  H.  Svingen 


Wet  conditions  prevailed  in  June, 
with  relatively  dry  to  near  normal 
conditions  following  in  July.  Ex- 
tensive flooding  in  southern  Wisconsin  affect- 
ed breeding  success  for  colonial  waterbirds 
and  ground  nesters,  as  many  areas  received 
50+  cm  of  rain  in  June.  High  gas  prices  kept 
many  observers  closer  to  home  and  reduced 
the  number  of  reports  for  some  species. 

Abbreviations:  Big  Stone  (Big  Stone  N.W.R., 
Lac  Qui  Parle,  MN);  Muskegon  (Muskegon 
Wastewater  System,  Muskegon,  Ml);  Murphy- 
Hanrehan  (Murphy-Hanrehan  Park  Reserve, 
Dakota/Scott,  MN);  Pte.  Mouillee  (Pointe 
Mouillee  S.G.A.,  Monroe,  MI);  Shiawassee 
(Shiawassee  N.W.R.,  Saginaw,  Ml);  U.P  (Up- 
per Peninsula  of  Michigan);  Whitefish  Pt. 
(Whitefish  Point  B.O.,  Chippewa,  Ml). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  RAILS 

Wisconsin’s  5th  Black-bellied  Whistling- 
Duck  favored  a flooded  farm  held  in  Sauk  28 
Jul+  (DaJ).  Three  missing  primaries  probably 
explained  the  lingering  presence  of  a Greater 
White-fronted  Goose  at  Duluth,  MN  1 Jun 
(SEE,  DBM).  Unusual  for  Michigan  in  summer 
was  a blue-morph  Snow  Goose  in  Berrien  28 
Jun+  QTW,  TBa).  A male  Cinnamon  Teal  in 
Lac  Qui  Parle,  MN  22  Jun  showed  no  signs  of 
hybrid  derivation  (PCC).  Unusual  for  mid- 
summer were  2 Surf  Scoters  in  Cook,  MN  13 
Jul  (HH)  and  a male  White -winged  Scoter  in 
Houghton,  MI  18  Jul  QK)-  Unexpected  in  nw. 
Minnesota  at  any  season  was  a female- 
plumaged  Long-tailed  Duck  at  Agassiz 
N.W.R.  1 Jun  (ph.  BSt,  BrS).  Unseasonable  for 
Michigan’s  s.  Lower  Peninsula  were  single 
Buffleheads  in  Saginaw  6 Jun  QSo)  and  at  Pte. 
Mouillee  20  Jun  (AMB).  Buffleheads  now 
breed  in  small  numbers  in  nw.  Minnesota,  but 
a pair  in  Pope  14  Jun  (DPG)  was  puzzling. 
Two  Ruddy  Ducks  made  a rare  appearance  at 
Duluth,  MN  31  May-2  Jun  (MS,  PHS). 

Spring  migration  of  Red-throated  Loons 
normally  extends  well  into  Jun  on  L.  Superior, 
as  shown  by  one  at  Taconite  Harbor,  Cook,  MN 
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5-9  Jun  OCG,  RBJ).  Svingen  and  others  docu- 
mented an  unprecedented  migration  of  ads.  in 
alternate  plumage  through  mid-Jul  at  Duluth, 
including  15  Jun  (4),  22  & 26  Jun  (2),  6 Jul, 
12  Jul  (2),  and  14  Jul  (6),  the  latter  a record- 
late  date  for  Minnesota  (PHS,  ph.  CM).  In 
Michigan,  a Pacihe  Loon  from  spring  was  last 
seen  2 Jun  (AL),  and  2 Horned  Grebes  lingered 
through  4 Jun  in  Iron  (GC).  Probably  extirpat- 
ed as  a nesting  species  in  Minnesota,  2 Homed 
Grebes  at  Duluth  8 Jun  (PHS)  and  2 at  Elood- 
wood  W.T.P,  St.  Louis  27  Jul  (SWe)  were  likely 
late  spring  and  early  fall  migrants,  respectively. 
Red-necked  Grebes  were  found  in  four  Wis- 
consin counties  again  this  summer  and  nested 
in  Delta,  Ml  (SH,  RR)  for  the  4th  consecutive 
year.  Away  from  its  usual  w.  Minnesota  range 
was  an  Eared  Grebe  at  Duluth  8 Jun  (PHS).  In 
Michigan,  an  Eared  Grebe  abandoned  its  nest 
on  Crow  I.,  Saginaw  but  was  still  in  the  area  10 
Jun  (MW,  JZ);  another  visited  Muskegon  23 
Jul  (BJ).  Also  out  of  range  were  single  Western 
Grebes  at  Duluth,  MN  8 Jun  (MS,  PHS)  and 
Dane,  WI  9 Jun  QRo  et  al.).  Minnesota  report- 
ed an  apparent  Clark’s  Grebe  x Western  Grebe 
hybrid  in  Cass  14-23  Jul  (ph.  BAW,  DAY,  GJP). 

Michigan  reported  single  Snowy  Egrets  at 
Shiawassee  in  Jul  (DJP,  JSo,  BG)  and  along  the 
Bay/Arenac  line  31  Jul  (DoJ).  Wisconsin’s  only 
Snowy  Egret  graced  Fond  du  Lac  21-27  Jul 
(DT).  Small  numbers  of  Cattle  Egrets  were  in 
five  Wisconsin  and  10  Minnesota  counties. 
The  only  Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron 
showed  up  in  Kandiyohi,  MN  1 Jul  (DME). 
Wisconsin  birders  photographed  White-faced 
Ibis  in  Racine  16-17  Jun  QW)  and  Dodge  23- 
31  Jul  (EM);  an  additional  4 Plegadis  could 
not  be  identified  to  species.  A Mississippi  Kite 
was  recorded  in  Sauk,  Wl  8 Jul  (p.a.,  ST). 
Northern  Goshawks  in  10  Wisconsin  coun- 
ties was  more  than  usual,  but  few  were  re- 
ported elsewhere  in  the  Region.  Late  spring 
Rough-legged  Hawks  were  found  in  Ke- 
weenaw, MI  3 Jun  QK)  and  St.  Louis,  MN  5 
Jun  (KRE).  Four  young  fledged  from  a Merlin 
nest  in  Oceana,  Ml  (ATC).  Artfully  pho- 
tographed was  a juv.  Prairie  Falcon  at 
Longville  W.T.P,  Cass,  MN  29  Jul  (ph.  BAW). 

Michigan  had  good  numbers  of  Yellow  Rails 
at  Seney  N.W.R. , but  Minnesota  reported  them 
in  only  two  counties.  Intensive  marsh  bird 
surveys  recorded  7 King  Rails  in  s.  Wisconsin 
before  the  mid-Jun  deluge;  another  was  found 
in  Manitowoc  23  Jul  (CS).  In  Michigan,  one 
was  photographed  along  the  Bay/Arenac  line 
27  Jun  (DoJ).  Only  one  Common  Moorhen 
was  reported  this  summer  in  Minnesota. 

SHOREBiRDS 

Still  northbound  in  Wisconsin  was  an  Ameri- 
can Golden-Plover  in  Fond  du  Lac  15  Jun 


(TL);  attending  “summer  camp”  in  Minnesota 
was  a first-summer  bird  at  Big  Stone  22 
Jun-26  Jul  (PCC,  PHS).  A Semipalmated 
Plover  at  Pte.  Mouillee  20  Jun  was  injured 
(AMB),  but  one  at  Duluth,  MN  21  Jun  was 
healthy  (PHS).  According  to  the  Great  Lakes 
Piping  Plover  Call  (University  of  Minnesota, 
17  Sep  2008,  E.  Roche,  ed.),  63  pairs  of  Piping 
Plovers  from  the  Great  Lakes  Population 
fledged  112  wild  chicks  from  71  nests.  The 
vast  majority  of  these  were  in  Michigan.  Wis- 
consin reported  five  Piping  Plover  nests  in 
Ashland  and  one  in  Marinette  (fide  SM).  The 
first  fall  migrant  Piping  Plover  arrived  in  Sauk, 
Wl  11  Jul  (AH).  Black-necked  Stilts  nested  in 
Michigan  and  Wisconsin;  Minnesota  still  has 
no  breeding  records.  Michigan’s  pair  fledged  4 
young  at  Pte.  Mouillee,  the  same  location 
where  this  species  nested  in  2003.  Wisconsin’s 
pair  fledged  2 young  in  Dodge  QM);  another 
Black-necked  Stilt  visited  Waukesha  7 Jul 
(DG).  Michigan  and  Wisconsin  both  reported 
more  American  Avocets  than  usual.  All  three 
states  reported  Willet;  most  unusual  was  a 
flock  of  17  in  Brown,  MN  25  Jul  (BTS).  Sur- 
prising for  this  increasingly  urbanized  county 
was  confirmed  breeding  of  Upland  Sandpiper 
in  Dakota,  MN  GO,  JPM,  ADS). 

Relatively  late  and  farther  w.  than  usual  in 
the  Lower  Peninsula  was  a Whimbrel  at 
Muskegon  20  Jun  (CF).  On  schedule  but  also 
away  from  its  usual  migration  corridor  was  a 
Whimbrel  in  Columbia,  WI  1 Jun  (PE).  On  the 
first  day  of  the  summer  season,  single  Hudson- 
ian  Godwits  transited  Fond  du  Lac,  Wl  (KK) 
and  Keweenaw,  Ml  QK).  More  than  normal  for 
Michigan  were  5 or  6 total  Marbled  Godwits 
for  the  season,  including  a presumed  spring 
migrant  at  Grand  Marais,  Alger  14  Jun  GC). 
Wisconsin’s  only  report  was  one  in  Columbia  2 
Jun  (AP).  Later  than  usual  was  a northbound 
Ruddy  Turnstone  at  Duluth,  MN  10  Jun  (PHS); 
one  in  Manitowoc,  WI  6 Jul  (DS)  represented 
the  start  of  fall  migration.  Providing  the  Re- 
gion’s only  report  were  up  to  3 Red  Knots  at 
Duluth,  MN  1-6  Jun  (m.ob.).  Still  northbound 
in  Wisconsin  was  a White-rumped  Sandpiper 
in  Columbia  9 Jun  (PSc);  difficult  to  classify 
was  one  in  Big  Stone,  MN  18  Jul  (PHS).  Buff- 
breasted Sandpiper  was  scarce  in  Minnesota, 
while  Wisconsin’s  only  report  referred  to  a sin- 
gle bird  in  Iowa  31  Jul  (AH).  An  early  Long- 
billed Dowitcher  was  identified  by  voice  at  Pte. 
Mouillee  20  Jul  (AMB).  Southbound  Red- 
necked Phalaropes  reached  three  Minnesota 
locations  13  Jul  and  Dodge,  Wl  26  Jul  (TW). 

GULLS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

A first-cycle  Little  Gull  was  reported  in  She- 
boygan, WI  26-29  Jun  (PSc,  TW).  Wisconsin 
had  the  Region’s  only  Laughing  Gull  in  Man- 
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itowoc  13  Jun  (CS).  All  three  states  reported 
out-of-range  Franklin’s  Gulls;  most  notewor- 
thy was  an  ad.  in  Bay,  MI  7 Jun  (ph.  GP). 
Wisconsin  welcomed  single  Franklin’s  Gulls 
in  five  counties.  Outstanding  on  the  beach  at 
Chassel,  Houghton  18  Jul  was  a first-cycle 
Heermann’s  Gull  (p.a.,  ph.  JY).  If  accepted, 
this  would  establish  Michigan’s  4th  record, 
with  the  previous  three  probably  a returning 
individual  for  three  consecutive  years.  In 
Wisconsin,  Matteson  reported  326  breeding 
pairs  of  Caspian  Terns  off  the  Door  peninsu- 
la, less  than  a third  of  last  year’s  total,  but 
286  breeding  pairs  of  Common  Terns  in  Ash- 
land and  Douglas  were  up  from  last  year 
(SM).  Flooding  caused  the  abandonment  of 
426  Forster’s  Tern  nests  in  e.-cen.  Wisconsin 
(fide  SM). 

Eurasian  Collared-Dove  continued  its 
northward  march  in  Minnesota,  with  new 
county  records  in  St.  Louis  (KRE)  and  Todd 
(BWF);  it  also  nested  for  the  first  time  in  Swift 
(DBM).  A White-winged  Dove  was  pho- 
tographed at  Grand  Portage,  MN  15  Jun  (SS, 
DC,  ph.  SV).  For  the  2nd  consecutive  sum- 
mer, Wisconsin  reported  Barn  Owl,  this  year 
in  Winnebago  1 Jul  (fide  TS).  A Burrowing 
Owl  in  Clay,  MN  staked  out  its  claim  in  an  ur- 
ban housing  development  through  at  least  7 
jun  (CMB).  Presumably  returning  for  the  4th 
consecutive  summer  were  Chuck-will’s-wid- 
ows  in  Jackson,  WI  through  4 Jul  (|0)  and 
Berrien,  MI  through  5 Jul  (p.a.,  MB).  Michi- 
gan’s 3rd  Green  Violetear  sought  refuge  at 
Shelter  Bay,  Aiger  5-6  Jul  (p.a.,  SCH).  A male 
Green  Violetear  was  photographed  at  a feed- 
er in  Vernon,  WI  7-10  Jul  (GF).  Wisconsin’s 
3rd  Lewis’s  Woodpecker  was  confirmed  in 
mid-Jun  at  Billings  Park,  Superior  (ph.  RJ, 
RSB,  PHS)  but  probably  arrived  earlier;  it  lin- 
gered into  Jul  and  became  increasingly  diffi- 
cult to  refind.  Michigan  reported  a concentra- 
tion of  21  pairs  of  Black-backed  Woodpeckers 
in  about  400  acres  in  Baraga  (JY),  while  five 
reports  in  Wisconsin  was  the  most  in  more 
than  two  decades. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

At  the  w.  end  of  Manitou  I.,  Keweenaw,  MI, 
50-60  Yellow-bellied  Flycatchers  and  20-30 
Least  Flycatchers  were  still  migrating  2 Jun 
OY,  ZG).  Western  Kingbirds  were  easterly  at 
Whitefish  Pt.  2 Jun  (fide  CN)  and  Monroe,  MI 
11  Jun  (WGP).  A Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  at 
Whitefish  Pt.  2 Jun  (p.a.,  KHL)  was  refound 
the  next  day  24  km  to  the  south!  Wisconsin 
had  only  two  reports  of  Loggerhead  Shrike, 
one  in  Rock  5 Jul  (QY)  and  one  in  Richland 
25-31  Jul  (CW);  this  threatened  species  was 
found  in  only  five  Minnesota  counties.  Five 
summer  reports  of  White-eyed  Vireos  in 


three  Wisconsin  counties  was  more  than  usu- 
al for  the  Badger  State;  in  Minnesota,  one  was 
photographed  and  recorded  at  Murphy-Han- 
rehan  19  Jul+  (BAF,  m.ob.).  Bell’s  Vireos  in 
seven  Wisconsin  counties  was  also  more  than 
usual.  Yellow-throated  Vireo  is  scarce  in  the 
e.  U.E,  so  two  reports  from  Chippewa  were 
noteworthy,  including  breeding  confirmation 
near  McNearny  L.  21  Jul  (LJD).  Philadephia 
Vireos  in  four  Michigan  counties  included 
breeding  confirmation  in  Gogebic  (RR).  Wis- 
consin’s only  report  of  Boreal  Chickadee  was 
in  Iron  15-16  Jun  (RSB,  TO).  Carolina  Wrens 
in  five  Wisconsin  counties  were  almost 
matched  by  four  in  Minnesota.  Furnishing 
Michigan’s  first  “spring”  record  and  10th 
overall  was  a female  Northern  Wheatear  at 
Grand  Marais,  Alger  6 Jun  (p.a.,  PMc,  SCH, 
m.ob.).  Unusually  far  s.  in  Minnesota  was  a 


(]R)  and  Berrien  (BA).  Cape  May  Warbler 
nesting  was  confirmed  in  eight  Wisconsin 
counties.  Remarkably  far  n.  in  Michigan  was 
a Yellow-throated  Warbler  in  Marquette  19-22 
Jul  (SH);  one  in  Allegan  21  Jul  (RB)  was  clos- 
er to  this  species’  usual  haunts  in  Berrien.  In- 
tensive surveys  by  volunteers  led  to  the  dis- 
covery of  20  Kirtland’s  Warblers  in  six  Wis- 
consin counties;  12  of  these  sightings  were 
later  confirmed  by  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service,  including  five  nests  that  fledged  10 
young.  Two  additional  nests  were  predated, 
and  one  was  parasitized.  A total  of  1791 
singing  males  in  Michigan  was  the  highest 
number  of  Kirtland’s  since  monitoring  began 
in  1951.  Cerulean  Warblers  in  14  Minnesota 
counties  was  encouraging;  in  Michigan,  one 
was  farther  n.  than  usual  in  Marquette  5 
Jun-4  Jul  (BO).  In  Wisconsin,  Worm-eating 


Furnishing  the  fourth  record  for  Cook  County,  Minnesota  was  this  White-winged  Dove  at  Grand  Portage  15  June  2008.  Thir- 
teen of  Minnesota's  fifteen  records  have  occurred  since  July  2003.  Photograph  by  Stephen  ¥eit 


territorial  Swainson’s  Thrush  at  Murphy- 
Hanrehan  21  Jun  (BAF).  Northern  Mocking- 
birds sang  in  three  Minnesota  and  five  Wis- 
consin counties;  northerly  in  Michigan  were 
2 on  Manitou  I.  in  early  Jun  (JY,  ZG). 

Northward  expansion  of  Blue-winged 
Warbler  in  Michigan,  such  as  one  in  the  U.P. 
12Jun  (SH),  and  the  presence  of  a Brewster’s 
Warbler  in  Cheboygan  26  Jun  (LJD),  probably 
does  not  explain  low  numbers  of  Golden- 
winged Warblers  in  its  n.  Lower  Peninsula 
stronghold.  Tennessee  Warbler  is  notorious 
for  wandering  in  Jun  and  starting  its  fall  mi- 
gration in  late  Jul.  One  in  Ramsey,  MN  20  Jun 
OPS)  was  probably  a late  spring  migrant; 
more  difficult  to  classify  was  a Tennessee  in 
Bayfield,  WI  2 Jul  (RSB).  Farther  s.  than  nor- 
mal in  Michigan  for  the  2nd  consecutive 
summer  were  Magnolia  Warblers  in  Hillsdale 


Warblers  continued  at  traditional  locations  in 
Sauk  and  Pepin  and  included  an  ad.  feeding 
young  at  the  latter  location  16  Jul  (RH).  All 
three  states  hosted  Kentucky  Warbler;  Wis- 
consin led  the  way  with  six  reports  from  five 
counties.  Systematic  surveys  in  Wisconsin’s 
Southern  Kettle  Moraine  documented  167 
singing  Hooded  Warblers  in  Waukesha,  Wal- 
worth, and  Jefferson  duringjun  (ASz).  Yellow- 
breasted Chat  showed  well  for  the  2nd  con- 
secutive summer  in  four  Minnesota  and  sev- 
en Wisconsin  counties. 

Michigan  had  no  Summer  Tanagers  for  the 
first  time  in  several  years.  One  of  2 male  Sum- 
mer Tanagers  found  in  early  Jun  in  Le  Sueur, 
MN  (RBJ)  apparently  lingered  into  Aug.  Min- 
nesota also  reported  a Western  Tanager  in 
Faribault  4 Jun  (AEB).  Unusual  for  Michigan 
were  a Lark  Sparrow  in  Gogebic  16  Jun  (p.a.. 
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DV)  and  a male  Lark  Bunting  in  Benien  4 Jun 
(p.a.,  DMu).  Less  widespread  than  in  recent 
years,  Henslow’s  Sparrow  was  still  reported  as 
far  n.  as  Menominee  in  Michigan  (SH)  and 
Wil/dn  in  Minnesota  (KRE).  Nelson’s  Sharp- 
tailed Sparrow  was  scarce  in  Wisconsin,  with 
only  2 males  singing  at  Crex  Meadows  6-11  Jul 
(AP,  TP).  Rarely  confirmed  in  Minnesota  dur- 
ing summer,  an  ad.  White-crowned  Sparrow 
was  photographed  in  the  hand  near  Pike  Bay, 
Cass  8 Jul  (SP  HS).  Dickcissels  were  widely 
scattered  in  Michigan  and  included  one  in  the 
U.P  Numbers  were  up  slightly  in  28  Wisconsin 
counties,  including  28  in  Jackson  29  jun  (RH). 
Red  Crossbills  in  nine  Wisconsin  counties  was 
more  than  usual,  while  Michigan  reported 
small  numbers  confined  to  the  U.P  In  contrast, 
an  irruption  of  White-winged  Crossbills  was 
evident  by  mid-Jul,  with  many  hocks  reported 
in  the  U.P  Numbers  were  also  up  in  Minneso- 
ta, including  235  at  Cascade  River  S.P.,  Cook 
16  jul  and  >100  along  the  Stoney  River  Forest 
Reserve,  Lake  17  jul  (OWN);  a pair  with  5 
young  was  found  in  Pine  8 jun  (MCA).  White- 
wingeds  were  in  seven  Wisconsin  counties,  in- 
cluding 40  in  Ashland  22  jul  (RSB). 


Corrigenda:  Summer  2007  (North  American 
Birds  61:  588-590):  Wisconsin’s  Common  Ei- 
der was  only  seen  5 jun  (not  1-5  jun  as  pub- 
lished); for  Michigan,  delete  the  Tricolored 
Heron  at  Shiawassee  and  the  Loggerhead 
Shrike  in  Huron. 
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Steven  L.  Falkowski,  Bruce  A.  Fall,  Peter  Fis- 
sel,  Dan  M.  Floren,  Glenn  Forchione,  Chip 
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Stan  Temple,  Daryl  Tessen,  Stephen  Veit,  Dick 
Vetch,  Chris  West,  Steve  Weston  (SWe),  Ben 
A.  Wieland,  Myles  Willard,  John  Winze,  Tom 
Wood,  Jonathan  T.  Wuepper,  Dale  A.  Yerger, 
Quentin  Yoerger,  Joe  Youngman,  Jerry  Ziarno. 
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Iowa  & Missouri 


James  J.  Dinsmore 


Summer  weather  in  Iowa  was  dominated 
by  heavy  rainfall.  It  was  the  second 
wettest  June  on  record  and  Iowa’s  wettest 
July  since  1993.  Temperatures  were  moderate 
both  months,  with  few  extremes.  Combined 
with  excessive  rainfall  in  May,  the  state  suffered 
extensive  flooding,  especially  in  eastern  Iowa, 


where  thousands  of  acres  were  inundated. 

Missouri  temperatures  were  moderate  both 
months,  with  July  somewhat  cooler  than  nor- 
mal. Again,  excessive  rainfall  was  the  big 
news.  Heavy  precipitation  in  north-central, 
northeastern,  and  southwestern  Missouri  in 
June,  combined  with  soil  already  saturated 
from  May  rains,  led  to  flooding  in  many  areas. 
The  Mississippi  River  lowlands  upstream  of 
St.  Louis  were  inundated,  flooding  many  of 
the  state’s  best  birding  areas.  Heavy  rainfall  in 
north-central  Missouri  in  late  July  led  to  ad- 
ditional flooding. 

Regional  highlights  included  a Broad-tailed 
Hummingbird,  Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks, 
Yellow-billed  Loon,  Neotropic  Cormorant, 
Tricolored  Heron,  Glossy  Ibis,  and  nesting 
American  White  Pelican,  White-faced  Ibis, 
and  Black-necked  Stilt.  Iowa  had  a large  and 
diverse  gathering  of  wading  birds  in  July. 

Abbreviations:  C.B.C.A.  (Columbia  Bottom 
C.A.,  St.  Louis,  MO);  C.C.P.  (Caruthersville 
Catfish  Ponds,  Pemiscot,  MO);  ER.C.A.  (Four 
Rivers  C.A.,  Vemon/Bates,  MO);  MidAmerican 
Ponds  (MidAmerican  Energy  Ponds,  Pottawat- 
tamie, lA);  R.M.B.S.  (Riverlands  Migratory 


Bird  Sanctuary,  St.  Charles,  MO);  Saylorville 
(Saylorville  Res.,  Polk,  lA);  S.C.N.W.R. 
(Squaw  Creek  N.W.R.,  Holt,  MO);  Union 
Slough  (Union  Slough  N.W.R.,  Kossuth,  lA). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  IBIS 

Two  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  in 
Grundy  10  Jun  (tMP)  furnished  Iowa’s  4th 
summer  record.  A Fulvous  Whistling-Duck 
at  C.C.P.  14  Jun  (ph.,  tj.  Wilson),  up  to  3 at 
C.B.C.A.  15-18  Jun  (tBRu,  m.ob.),  and  one  in 
Mississippi,  MO  10  Jul  (DW)  were  more  re- 
ports than  usual.  Iowa  waterfowl  included  a 
Ross’s  Goose  in  Union  12  Jul  (SD,  JG),  141 
Redheads  in  Dickinson  27  Jun  (SD),  a Buffle- 
head  in  Cerro  Gordo  4 Jun  (C.  Fischer),  and  a 
Common  Merganser  in  Boone  9 Jun  0-  More- 
land). In  Missouri,  a Redhead  pair  at  C.B.C.A. 
13-14  Jun  (JE,  JU,  first  summer  record  out- 
side nw.  Missouri)  and  an  American  Wigeon 
there  17  Jun  QU.  C.  Paradise),  a Northern 
Pintail  in  Stoddard  29  Jun  (CBa),  a Green- 
winged Teal  in  Buchanan  17  Jun  (LL)  and  2 at 
C.B.C.A.  17  Jun  QU).  and  one  or  2 Common 
Mergansers  at  R.M.B.S.  3-20  Jul  (C.  Alwood, 
A.  Kirkpatrick,  MT)  were  all  unexpected.  Up 
to  4 Ruddy  Ducks  at  R.M.B.S.  and  19  at 
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Three  separate  Fulvous  Whistling-Duck  reparts  were  received  from  along  the  Mississippi  River  in  Missouri  in  summer  2008. 
This  photograph  shows  two  of  three  found  by  Bill  Rudden  on  15  June  at  Columbia  Bottom  Conservation  Area  in  St.  Louis 
County  (here  1 7 June).  Photograph  by  Joshua  P.  Uffman. 


This  Glossy  Ibis  near  Chelsea  in  Tama  County  was  one  of  two  reports  from 
Iowa  this  summer.  Found  on  29  June  2009  by  Stephen  Dinsmore  and  Jay 
Gilliam,  it  represents  Iowa's  sixth  record.  Photograph  by  Stephen!.  Dimmore. 

C.B.C.A.  in  early  Jun  QU,  m.ob.)  were  s.  of 
where  expected.  A nest  in  St.  Louis  18  Jun-28 
Jul  (tR.  Meade)  was  Missouri’s  first  confirmed 
nest  outside  of  nw.  Missouri.  A Ruddy  Duck 
brood  in  Polk,  lA  14  Jul  (SD)  was  s.  of  where 
normally  found. 

Greater  Prairie-Chicken  broods  were  found 
at  two  sites  in  Harrison,  MO  late  Jun  and  5 Jul 
(SK,  TH)  and  in  Ringgold,  lA  early  Jul  (TH), 
good  news  for  the  dwindling  population  that 
straddles  the  lowa/Missouri  border.  A Yellow- 
billed Loon  in  Tama  15  Jul  (ph.  S.  Williams) 
provided  Iowa’s  4th  record  and  the  first  for 
summer.  Lingering  Common  Loons  were  in 
Boone,  MO  (KA),  and  in  Dickinson,  Hancock, 


and  Pottawattamie,  lA  (SD,  RG, 
JG).  Pied-billed  Grebe  nests  in 
Appanoose,  lA  (RC)  and  St. 
Charles,  MO  QU)  were  s.  of 
where  expected.  Fifteen  ad.  and  4 
young  Western  Grebes  were  at 
Union  Slough,  Iowa’s  first  nesting 
since  2002  (MK).  Other  Iowa 
grebes  included  one  or  2 West- 
erns in  Sioux,  Linn,  and  Hancock 
(GB,  DP,  RG),  2 Red-necked 
Grebes  in  Dickinson  (KD),  and  2 
or  3 Eared  Grebes  at  Union 
Slough  (MK)  and  Franklin  (SD). 
American  White  Pelicans  and 
Double-crested  Cormorants  nest- 
ed again  in  Clinton,  lA  (Russ  En- 
gelke).  An  ad.  Neotropic  Cor- 
morant at  Swan  Lake  N.W.R., 
Chariton  T1  Jun  (tP.  McKenzie) 
was  a great  find  for  Missouri. 

Besides  an  American  Bittern 
nest  in  Worth,  I A (SP),  singles 
were  found  at  R.M.B.S.  0U)i 
S.C.N.W.R.  OE),  and  St.  Louis, 
MO  (MB).  Missouri  had  fewer 
wading  birds  this  summer  than  in 
2007,  but  sw.  Iowa  had  many 
more  (see  S.A.  box).  The  only 
Snowy  Egret  in  w.  Missouri  was  one  20  Jul  at 
F.R.C.A.  (KM,  DW  LW,  LG).  The  Benton 
colony  in  Scott  contained  800  Little  Blue 
Herons  and  about  1200  Cattle  Egrets  QE). 
S.C.N.W.R.  had  50-75  Cattle  Egret  and  three 
Black-crowned  Night-Heron  nests,  the  latter 
the  only  ones  reported  in  Missouri  (tTR). 
Missouri’s  only  ibis  was  an  imm.  White  Ibis  4 
Jul  in  New  Madrid  (DW).  Iowa’s  6th  Glossy 
Ibis  was  found  29  Jul  in  Tama  (ph.  tSD;  tJG). 

VULTURES  THROUGH  PHALAROPES 

A Black  Vulture  in  Louisa  12  Jul  (tC.  Fuller) 
constituted  Iowa’s  7th  record  and  first  for  sum- 
mer. Iowa’s  reintroduced  Ospreys  did  poorly, 


^ ft  In  early  Jul,  Forney  L,  Fremont,  lA  hosted  the 
«.,)  ftlargest  gathering  of  wading  birds  ever  reported  in 
the  state.  Peak  counts  were  about  300  Great  Egrets,  5 
Snowy  Egrets,  9 Little  Blue  Herons,  at  least  1190  Cattle 
Egrets  (the  most  ever  in  Iowa),  and  about  8 Yellow- 
crowned  Night-Herons  (KD,  SD,  JG,  m.ob.).  On  11  Jul, 
Iowa's  6th  Tricolored  Heron  and  first  for  summer  was 
found  (tKD).  About  75  Black-crowned  Night-Herons, 
many  with  nests,  and  as  many  as  53  White-faced  Ibis  and 
several  active  nests,  Iowa's  2nd  nesting  record,  were  also 
found  (KD,  SD,  JG,  m.ob.).  Finally,  Iowa's  7th  Glossy  Ibis 
was  seen  here  9-30  Jul  (tKD,  ph.  tJG,  tSD). 

with  two  of  11  nests  successful  (PS).  Eight  ad. 
and  7 imm.  Mississippi  Kites  in  Bates,  MO  19 
Jul  (MR)  were  the  most  reported.  One  or  2 were 
in  Boone,  Jasper,  and  St.  Louis,  MO  and  in  Polk, 
Story,  and  Warren,  lA.  Bald  Eagle  nests  in  Iowa 
totaled  about  210  (BE),  the  same  as  last  year.  A 
Northern  Harrier  nest  in  Worth,  lA  14  Jun  (SP) 
and  an  imm.  in  Perry,  MO  4 Jul  QE)  were  the 
only  indications  of  nesting.  Five  Red-shoul- 
dered Hawk  broods  in  Lucas,  lA  (AB)  were  far 
from  the  species’  usual  ne.  Iowa  stronghold.  Fif- 
teen Broad-winged  Hawks  heading  northward  2 
Jun  in  Kossuth,  lA  (MK)  suggested  late  migra- 
tion for  the  2nd  consecutive  year.  The  only 
Swainson’s  Hawk,  a species  dwindling  in  both 
states,  was  one  in  Greene,  MO  15  Jun  OE).  Eight 
of  Iowa’s  13  Peregrine  Falcon  nests  were  suc- 
cessful and  produced  a total  of  20  young  (PS). 

A Virginia  Rail  calling  in  Boone  QL)  and 
single  Soras  in  Boone,  St.  Charles,  and 
C.B.C.A.  0L>  JE,  tBRu,  tBR)  were  at  the  s. 
edge  of  their  Missouri  range.  Up  to  15  Amer- 
ican Coots,  apparently  non-breeders,  were 
found  as  far  s.  as  St.  Louis  and  St.  Charles,  MO 
(m.ob.).  The  only  Black-bellied  Plover  was  in 
Mississippi,  MO  29  Jim  QU).  An  American 
Golden-Plover  at  C.B.C.A.  20  Jun  (BR, 
m.ob.),  2 in  Fremont,  lA  2 Jul  (KD),  and  one 
in  O’Brien,  lA  15  Jul  Q-  Thraen,Ji(Je  SD)  were 
the  only  reports.  Two  Piping  Plover  broods 
were  at  MidAmerican  Ponds  10  Jun  (SD).  An 
American  Avocet  was  at  Pemiscot,  MO  29  Jun 
QU).  Black-necked  Stilts  continued  to  do  well 
in  Missouri,  with  at  least  40  including  6 re- 
cently hatched  young  and  several  nests  29  Jun 
at  C.C.R  0U)>  2 chicks  near  the  Mississippi 
R.,  Perry  4 Jul  QE),  and  as  many  as  27  at 
C.B.C.A.  17  Jun  QU),  about  30  in  Stoddard  29 
Jun  QU),  and  32  in  Ste.  Genevieve  4 Jul  QE). 
In  Iowa,  2 or  3 were  reported  in  Polk,  Cerro 
Gordo,  and  Winnebago  (m.ob.). 

Late  shorebirds  included  a Solitary  Sand- 
piper 8 Jun  (record  latest)  at  C.B.C.A.  (BR), 
Hudsonian  Godwit  at  R.M.B.S.  1 Jun  (C.  Mal- 
one, JM,JU),  and  2 Dunlins  in  Winneshiek,  lA 
4 Jun  (DC).  Upland  Sandpipers  were  found  in 
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White-faced  Ibis  were  found  nesting  in  July  2008  at  Forney  Lake  in  Fremont  County,  only  the  second  nesting  record  for  Iowa. 
The  only  previous  record  was  in  1986.  This  White-faced  Ibis  nestling  was  photographed  on  12  July.  Photograph  by  Jay  Gilliam. 


This  definitive  first  Missouri  record  of  Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  was  discovered  by  homeowner  and  avid  birder  Bill  Reeves  at 
his  feeders  in  St.  Francois  County  on  13  June  2008.  It  was  banded  and  photographed  on  14  June  (here).  Photograph  byLanny 
Chambers. 


both  states,  with  broods  in  Franklin,  lA  7 Jun 
OG)  and  Flarrison,  MO  5 Jul  (SK).  High 
counts  of  southbound  birds  included  800 
Lesser  Yellowlegs  in  Lincoln,  MO  20  Jul  (JU,  P. 
Leuders),  62  Solitary  Sandpipers  in  Guthrie, 
lA  19  jul  (JG),  228  Least  Sandpipers  at  Union 
Slough  13  jul  (MK),  300  Pectoral  Sandpipers 
in  Greene,  lA  19  jul  QG),  and  75  Stilt  Sand- 
pipers in  Lincoln,  MO  25  jul  (BR,  jU).  The 
only  Western  Sandpipers  were  one  or  2 in  Lin- 


coln, Pemiscot,  St.  Charles,  and  Venwn,  MO  19- 
25  jul.  The  only  Willets  were  34  at  Saylorville 
21  jul  (SD).  All  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  were 
noted  30  jul:  14  in  Kossuth,  lA  (MK)  and  13  in 
Vernon,  MO  (MR,  M.  Anderson).  A Long- 
billed Dowitcher  at  ER.C.A.  19  jul  (MR)  and 
2 there  20  jul  (DW,  KM,  LW,  LG)  were  early. 
One  or  2 Wilsons  Snipe  in  Boone,  Franklin, 
Kossuth,  Worth,  and  Wright,  lA  were  all  sug- 
gestive of  nesting  birds.  Missouri’s  only  snipe 


10  jul  in  Chillicothe  (N.  Shy)  was  early,  juv. 
Wilson’s  Phalaropes  in  Franklin,  Polk,  Kossuth, 
and  Boone,  lA  (SD,  MK,  jG)  indicated  local 
breeding,  more  than  most  years. 

GULLS  THROUGH  MAGPIE 

The  only  Laughing  Gull  was  an  ad.  at  Say- 
lorville 11-19  jul  (ph.,  tSD;  ph.,  tjG;  tjB, 
TRA).  The  730  Franklin’s  Gulls  in  Dickinson, 
lA  21  jun  (SD)  was  a high  count  for  midsum- 
mer. Iowa’s  usual  Black-headed  Gull,  presum- 
ably the  same  one  seen  since  the  late  1990s, 
was  back  in  Dickinson  6 jul  (E.  Thelen).  The 
Region’s  only  Ring-billed  Gull  colony  in  Dick- 
inson, lA  was  deserted;  the  733  found  nearby 
26  Jun  probably  included  birds  from  that 
colony  (SD).  Southbound  birds  included  496 
in  Marion,  lA  23  jul  (SD)  and  12,  including  2 
first-cycle  birds,  at  R.M.B.S.  13  jul  QU).  A 
Herring  Gull  in  Dickinson,  lA  26  jul  (SD)  and 
another  in  Page,  I A 29  jul  (D.  Easterla)  were 
the  only  ones  reported.  The  17  Least  Tern 
nests  at  MidAmerican  Ponds  10  jun  (SD) 
were  the  most  in  several  years.  Up  to  5 birds 
were  found  in  Mississippi  and  Pemiscot,  MO 
QE),  but  one  in  Vernon,  MO  20  jun  (KM,  DW, 
LW,  LG)  was  unexpected.  Both  states  had  the 
usual  migrant  Caspian,  Black,  and  Forster’s 
Terns.  Black  Terns  nested  in  Cerro  Gordo  and 
Dickinson,  lA  (SP,  SD).  One  to  3 Common 
Terns  from  late  jun  through  mid-jul  in  Iowa, 
Fremont,  and  Polk,  lA  (SD,  jG,  RA,  PA)  were 
typical  of  recent  summers. 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  added  to  their 
Iowa  range  and  have  now  been  found  in  more 
than  80  of  99  counties  (m.ob.).  White-winged 
Doves  in  Buchanan  and  Mississippi,  MO  (T. 
Nagel,  jU,  jE)  and  in  Dallas  and  Decatur,  lA 
(ph.,  IT.  Lawson;  j.  Livingston,  M.  Torres)  add 
to  its  growing  presence  in  both  states.  Single 
Greater  Roadrunners  in  Ozark  and  Newton  QE, 
jC)  were  in  their  expected  sw.  Missouri  range. 
Barn  Owls  nested  in  Cape  Girardeau,  MO  (CB) 
and  Carroll  and  Guthrie,  lA  (BE).  An  ad.  male 
Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  in  St.  Francois  13- 
16  Jun  (tB,  Reeves,  jU)  constitutes  Missouri’s 
first  record  (b.  14  jun,  L.  Chambers). 

Late  Iowa  flycatchers,  all  singles,  were  an 
Olive-sided  and  a Yellow-bellied  8 jun  in  Kos- 
suth (MK)  and  an  Alder  16  jun  in  Allamakee 
(SD).  A fallout  of  late  Neotropical  migrants 
included  18  Alder  Flycatchers  in  Kossuth,  lA 
1 jun  (MK).  Willow  Flycatchers  were  found 
in  Atchison  (TR)  and  Harrison  (SK)  in  n.  Mis- 
souri, where  regular  but  rare.  Besides  the  usu- 
al late  migrants  in  early  jun,  a Least  Flycatch- 
er in  Clayton,  lA  19  jun  (D.  Koenig)  may  have 
been  nesting.  Western  Kingbirds  are  becom- 
ing more  common  than  they  once  were  in  w. 
Missouri  (jE,  JH)  and  were  found  e.  to  near 
the  Mississippi  R.  in  St.  Louis,  Stoddard,  Perry, 
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Scott,  and  St.  Charles.  Besides  the  usual  Scis- 
sor-tailed  Flycatchers  in  sw.  Missouri  (JE), 
pairs  were  found  in  Stoddard  in  se.  Missouri 
(CBa,  DW),  and  nesting  was  noted  in  Liv- 
ingston (SK)  and  St.  Charles  (D.  Rogles)  in  e. 
Missouri.  Reported  only  in  the  w.  two-thirds 
of  Iowa,  Loggerhead  Shrikes  were  found  e.  to 
Dunklin,  Mississippi,  and  Pemiscot,  MO  (JE) 
and  in  Boone,  MO,  out  of  their  expected  range 
(KA).  A Blue-headed  Vireo  in  Washington  3 
Jul  (tD.  Weber)  provided  a rare  summer 
record  for  Iowa.  Philadelphia  Vireos  in  Sioux, 
Story,  and  Kossuth,  lA  1 Jun  (GB,  WO,  MK) 
were  late.  A Fish  Crow  in  Mississippi,  MO  5 
Jul  0E)  was  expected,  but  one  at  Schell-Osage 
C.A.,  Vernon  19  jul  (MR)  and  3 at  FR.C.A.  20 
Jul  (KM,  DW,  LW,  LG)  were  in  sw.  Missouri, 
where  it  is  rare.  Black-billed  Magpies  nested 
again  in  Plymouth,  lA  (S.  Moats),  their  only 
toehold  in  the  Region. 

NUTHATCHES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch  broods  in  Boone  and 
Franklin  (K.  Jungbluth,  SP)  were  Iowa’s  7th 
and  8th  nesting  records  and  the  5th  and  6th 
in  four  years.  Carolina  Wrens  seemed  scarce 
in  n.-cen.  Missouri  (PW),  perhaps  due  to  the 
recent  harsh  winter.  A Bewick’s  Wren  brood 
in  Appanoose,  lA  (Dan  Tiemeier,  RC)  and  sin- 
gles in  Jasper  and  Newton,  MO  (L.  Herbert) 
constituted  the  only  reports  of  this  declining 
species.  A few  Sedge  Wrens,  which  usually  ar- 
rive in  late  Jul,  were  seemingly  late  this  year 
in  St.  Claire  and  Livingston,  MO  (SK,  MR). 
The  85  reported  in  Worth,  lA  14  Jun  (SP) 
made  an  impressive  count.  A few  singing 
Marsh  Wrens  in  St.  Charles  in  late  Jul  were  at 
the  s.  edge  of  the  species’  Missouri  range 
(MB).  A Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  in  Story  2 Jun 
(WO)  made  Iowa’s  first  summer  record  since 
1972.  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  broods  in  Dick- 
inson and  Humboldt  (SD,  JG)  confirmed  nest- 
ing along  the  nw.  boundary  of  its  Iowa  range. 

A late  fallout  left  18  Swainson’s  Thrushes  in 
Kossuth,  lA  1 Jun  (MK).  Among  migrant  war- 
blers in  Jun,  Tennessee  dominated,  with  totals 
of  one  in  St.  Louis,  MO  0^).  39  in  Kossuth,  lA 
(MK),  and  one  to  3 at  three  other  Iowa  sites 
QB,  DC,  MP).  Other  warblers,  mostly  singles, 
in  Iowa  on  1 Jun  were  Orange-crowned  (GB; 
first  recent  Jun  record),  Nashville,  Blackburn- 
ian, Blackpoll,  Northern  Waterthrush,  and 
Wilson’s.  A Connecticut  Warbler  8 Jun  in 
Kossuth,  lA  (MK)  was  late.  Blue-winged  War- 
blers in  Adair  and  Sullivan  (PW)  and  Prairie 
Warblers  in  Adair  (PW)  and  Johnson  (LW) 
were  in  n.  Missouri,  where  both  are  rare.  Sin- 
gle Black-and-white  Warblers  in  Allamakee 
(SD)  and  Warren  (MP)  and  a Worm-eating 
Warbler  in  Clarke  (AB)  constituted  the  only 
Iowa  reports  of  those  species.  Three  Swain- 


son’s Warblers  were  at  Donaldson  Point  C.A., 
New  Madrid,  MO  17  & 29  Jun  (R.  Brady,  M. 
Ladage,  CBa),  and  one  singing  male  was  at 
Great  Springs  Campground,  Oregon  QE), 
where  the  species  is  rare  but  regular. 

A Vesper  Sparrow  in  Grundy,  MO  15  Jun 
(SK)  and  a Savannah  Sparrow  in  Ringgold,  lA 
4 Jul  (JG)  were  s.  of  their  usual  nesting 
ranges.  Two  Clay-colored  Sparrow  broods  in 
Worth,  lA  5 Jul  (SP)  add  to  the  growing  evi- 
dence of  nesting  in  n.  Iowa.  A few  Henslow’s 
Sparrows  were  in  Franklin  (MT)  and  Newton, 
MO  OC)  and  in  25  counties  scattered  across 
Iowa.  Single  White-throated  Sparrows  at  St. 
Louis,  MO  1 jun  (M.  Paradise)  and  in  Kossuth, 
lA  15  Jun  (MK),  and  a White-crowned  Spar- 
row in  St.  Louis  City  20  Jun  (tD.  Eisenhart, 
first  Jun  record  for  Missouri),  were  all  late. 

A Blue  Grosbeak  in  Webster,  lA  21  Jun  (SD) 
and  a pair  in  Livingston,  MO  31  Jul  (SK)  were 
e.  of  the  species’  usual  range.  A male  Painted 
Bunting  back  for  the  3rd  year  in  Story,  I A was 
last  seen  1 Jun  (KD),  when  its  site  was  flood- 
ed. One  or  2 were  found  in  Cedar,  Greene, 
Jasper,  and  Ozark  in  sw.  Missouri  (m.ob.), 
where  the  species  is  rare  but  regular.  A West- 
ern Meadowlark  in  Scott,  LA  (W.  Zuurdeeg) 
and  2 in  Grundy,  MO  (SK)  were  e.  of  its  usual 
nesting  range.  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  nest- 
ed at  S.C.N.W.R.,  the  Region’s  southernmost 
colony,  although  they  seemed  scarce  this  year 
(TR,  JE).  Great-tailed  Crackles  continued  in 
Harrison  (SK)  and  Holt,  MO  OE)  at  the  edge  of 
their  nesting  range.  Red  Crossbills  staged  a 
mini-invasion,  with  7 in  Cherokee  8 Jun  (D. 
Bierman),  one  in  Jasper  4 Jul  (K.  Viste-Spark- 
man),  and  5 in  Worth  17  Jul  (S.  Redinger),  all 
in  Iowa,  and  one  in  Clinton,  MO  12-13  Jul  (T. 
Miller).  Pine  Siskins  were  found  in  Iowa  in 
Franklin  7 Jun  (SP)  and  in  Linn  18  Jul  (DP). 

Cited  contributors  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Pam  Allen,  Reid  Allen,  Kathleen 
Anderson,  Chris  Barrigar,  John  Bissell,  Mike 
Brady,  Aaron  Brees,  Gordon  Brown,  Jeff 
Cantrell,  Raymond  Cummins,  James  Dins- 
more,  Stephen  Dinsmore,  Keith  Dyche,  Joe 
Eades,  Bruce  Ehresman,  Laura  Gilchrist,  Jay 
Gilliam,  Rita  Goranson,  Torre  Hovick,  Matt 
Kenne,  Steve  Kinder,  Larry  Lade,  Jean  Leonat- 
ti,  Jim  Malone,  Kristi  Mayo,  Wolf  Oesterreich, 
Shane  Patterson,  Diana  Pesek,  Mark 
Proescholdt,  Mark  Robbins,  Tommy  Rogers, 
Bill  Rowe,  Bill  Rudden,  Pat  Schlarbaum,  Mike 
Thelen,  Joshua  Uffman,  Doug  Willis,  Linda 
Williams,  Phil  Wire.  An  additional  51  uncited 
individuals  contributed  to  this  report;  all  have 
our  thanks. 
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Weather  conditions  were  somewhat 
variable  across  the  Region  and  not 
extreme.  Over  most  of  the  Region, 
precipitation  was  lower  than  normal  during 
June  and  average  to  slightly  above-average 
during  July.  For  southern  Kentucky  and 
much  of  central  and  eastern  Tennessee,  the 
situation  was  reversed,  with  severe  drought 
during  July.  Temperatures  were  slightly 
warmer  than  nonnal  over  the  Region  during 
June,  but  slightly  cooler  than  normal  during 
July.  The  only  vagrants  of  the  season  were 
both  species  of  whistling-ducks,  Roseate 
Spoonbill,  Tennessee’s  second  Reddish  Egret, 
and  Royal  Tern.  This  year’s  Least  Tern  nesting 
success  was  dismal,  primarily  due  to  pro- 
longed high  water  levels  on  the  Mississippi 
River  and  lower  Ohio  River.  In  contrast,  Blue- 
winged Teal  were  documented  nesting  in 
record  numbers  in  south-central  Kentucky, 
and  nesting  of  Northern  Shovelers  was  con- 
hrmed  in  Kentucky  for  only  the  second  time. 

Abbreviations:  Ensley  (Ensley  Bottoms,  in- 
cluding the  EARTH  Complex,  in  sw.  Shelby, 
TN);  Lake  No.  9 (Fulton,  KY);  Morgan  Pond 
(Christian,  KY);  Roan  Mt.  (Carter,  TN);  McEl- 
roy  L.  (Warren,  KY);  Rankin  Bottoms  (Cocke, 
TN);  Standifer  Gap  (Standifer  Gap  Marsh, 
Hamilton,  TN);  Watauga  R.  (Carter,  TN). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  HERONS 

whistling-ducks  are  vagrants  to  the  Region, 
so  the  number  of  records  from  this  season  is 
noteworthy.  A flock  of  9 Fulvous  Whistling- 
Ducks  at  the  Blood  R.  embayment  of  Ken- 
tucky L.,  Calloway  28  Jul  (TBH  et  al.)  repre- 
sented a 2nd  record  for  Kentucky.  One  was 
observed  just  across  from  Dyer,  TN  on  the 
Missouri  side  of  the  Mississippi  R.  14Jun  (ph. 
JRW),  thus  just  barely  outside  this  Region, 
and  one  was  at  Ensley  22  Jun  (VR).  A pair  of 
Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  found  at  Pres- 
ident’s L,  Shelby,  TN  7 Jun  QRW,  m.ob.)  was 


accompanied  by  10  ducklings  19  Jul 
(ph.  JRW,  m.ob.),  furnishing  the 
state’s  2nd  breeding  record;  7 young 
survived  through  the  end  of  the  sea- 
son QRW).  Single  Mute  Swans  at 
different  locales  on  L.  Cumberland, 
Pulaski,  KY  10  Jun  and  22  Jul  (RD) 
may  have  been  the  same  individual; 
another  was  on  the  Ohio  R.  at  Au- 
gusta, Bracken,  KY  22  Jul  (RS).  An 
apparently  injured  American  Black 
Duck  was  at  L.  Cumberland,  Pulas- 
ki, KY  10  Jun  (RD).  Northern  Shov- 
elers lingered  into  late  Jun  at  Honey  Cypress 
Slough,  Henderson/Union,  KY  and  in  the 
vicinity  of  Morgan  Pond,  and  the  presence  of 
7 half-grown  young  on  a transient  pond  near 
Morgan  Pond  30  Jun  (ph.  BP)  confirmed  the 
2nd  ever  breeding  record  for  the  state;  two 
pairs  in  Washington,  TN  lingered  through  2 
Jun  (RK).  A Mottled  Duck  was  on  President’s 
L,  Shelby,  TN  7-15  Jun  (ph.  JRW,  CBu,  VR). 

it  was  an  excellent  season  for  nesting  Blue- 
winged Teal,  with  the  following  reports  (a  single 
brood  of  young  observed  unless  noted  otherwise):  Swal- 
low Spring  Pond,  Christian,  KY  1 Jun  (MB,  DR);  McElroy  L. 

5 Jun  (DR);  Trigg,  KY  5 Jun  (BP);  Shelby  Farms,  Shelby,  TN 
9 Jun  (MW);  at  least  three  pairs  at  Ensley  11  Jun  (JRW); 
Hardin,  KY  11  Jun  (BP);  two  or  three  broods  at  Chaney  L., 
Warren,  KY  14  Jun  (DR);  Willow  Pond,  Fuiton,  KY  21  Jun 
(DR,  JR);  and  "broods"at  Fish  Pond,  Fulton,  KY  1 1 Jul  (DR). 
Most  notably,  remarkably  high  numbers  nested  in  the 
vicinity  of  Morgan  Pond  during  Jun,  with  at  least  24 
broods  on  a few  ponds  in  the  immediate  vicinity  5 Jun 
(BP);  at  least  38  broods  counted  on  six  ponds  in  the  vicin- 
ity 16  Jun  (BP);  at  least  41  broods  counted  in  the  vicinity 
22  Jun  (DR,  JR);  and  a total  tally  of 698  birds  probably  rep- 
resenting in  excess  of  70  broods  counted  in  the  vicinity  30 
Jun  (BP).  Additional  reports  of  summering  and/or  nesting 
birds  were  reported  from  four  other  locations  in  Fulton, 
KY,  and  a male  was  in  Washington,  TN  2 Jun  (RK). 

An  unidentified  scaup  was  at  Rankin  Bot- 
toms 1 Jul  (MSI).  A female  Ring-necked  Duck 
lingered  at  Morgan  Pond  through  11  Jul 
(DR),  and  4 summered  in  Union,  KY  (BP  et 
al).  A small  group  of  Ruddy  Ducks  lingered 
at  Morgan  Pond  through  5 Jul  (DR  et  al);  also 
reported  were  singles  in  w.  Fulton,  KY  4 Jun 
(HC,  ME),  at  Robco  L.,  Shelby,  TN  21  Jun 
QRW),  and  w.  Henderson,  KY  30  Jun  (CC),  as 
well  as  2 ad.  males  at  Reelfoot  L.,  Lake,  TN  15 
Jun  QRW).  Breeding  Hooded  Mergansers 
were  documented  in  the  following  Kentucky 
counties:  Fulton  (three  locales)  (HC,  ME, 
DR);  Henderson/Union  county  line  (CC);  and 
Henderson  (CC).  A newly  fledged  Hooded 


Merganser  in  Carter,  TN  in  late  May  (ph. 
MM)  was  evidence  of  a remarkable  breeding 
record  for  ne.  Tennessee. 

Common  Loons  in  alternate  plumage  were 
seen  on  Taylorsville  L.,  Spencer,  KY  20  Jun 
(EH)  and  on  the  Tennessee  R.,  Meigs,  TN 
through  the  period  (fide  KC);  3 in  basic 
plumage  were  at  Watauga  L.,  Carter,  TN  7 Jun 
(RK).  Pied-billed  Grebes  lingered  at  several 
Kentucky  locales  into  Jun  with  breeding  con- 
firmed at  one  site  in  s.  Christian  (BP).  An  ad. 
and  2 imms.  were  on  the  Watauga  R.  7 Jun 
(LM,  DH,  DD),  furnishing  the  first  local 
breeding  record  since  the  1960s.  Nesting  Dou- 
ble-crested Cormorants  expanded  to  L. 
Barkley,  Lyon/Trigg,  KY  this  year,  with  ca.  800 
nests  reported  at  three  sites  collectively  during 
Jun  (ER,  DR  et  al);  142  occupied  nests  at 
Cherokee  L,  Hamblen,  TN  2 Jun  (MSI)  was  a 
significant  increase  in  the  largest  nesting 
colony  in  ne.  Tennessee.  Single  Anhingas  were 
at  Mud  L.,  Lake,  TN  8 & 14  Jun  (RB;  JRW) 
and  McKellar  L.,  President’s  L,  Shelby,  TN  11 
Jul  (ph.  JRW).  An  American  White  Pelican  at 
Gallatin  Steam  Plant,  Sumner,  TN  26  Jul  (DK) 
was  unusual  for  middle  Tennessee. 

A dark-morph  juv.  Reddish  Egret  was  at 
Rankin  Bottoms  12-20  Jul  (ph.  MSI,  m.ob.).  A 
Great  White  Heron  was  in  the  Watauga  R.  7 
Jun-mid-Jul  (LM,  DH,  DD,  m.ob.).  Two  pairs 
of  Yellow-crowned  Night-Herons  again  nested 
at  Lexington,  KY  (PD).  Summering  and  prob- 
ably breeding  Least  Bitterns  were  reported  at 
two  Kentucky  locales  in  Hopkins  (DB,  EW  et 
al.)  and  Henderson  (BY,  MY,  CC);  2 ads.  were 
at  Standifer  Gap  16  Jul,  but  no  other  signs  of 
breeding  were  observed.  The  only  substantial 
count  of  post-breeding  waders  was  found  at 
Lake  No.  9 on  28  Jul  and  involved  ca.  50  Lit- 
tle Blue  Herons  and  600-700  Great  Egrets 
(DR).  A juv.  Roseate  Spoonbill  was  in  the 
company  of  this  group  28  Jul  (ph.  DR)  and 
was  later  observed  nearby  that  same  day  w.  of 
Phillippy,  Lake,  TN  (ph.  DR).  Two  imm. 
White  Ibis  were  at  Watauga  R.  2 Jul  (AC). 

KITES  THROUGH  TERNS 

A Swallow-tailed  Kite  was  in  Knoxville,  TN 
17  Jul  (tRW).  The  only  Kentucky  report  of 
Mississippi  Kites  away  from  known  nesting 
areas  were  at  least  2 in  Muhlenberg  26  Jul  (BP, 
EH,  MSt).  A female  Northern  Harrier  in 
Obion,  TN  11  Jul  (MG)  was  out  of  season. 
There  were  nine  territorial/nesting  pairs  of 
Peregrine  Ealcons  along  the  Ohio  R.  corridor, 
KY  this  year  including  a newly  established 
pair  in  Boone,  KY  (KH  et  al);  of  these  nine 
pairs,  six  were  known  to  fledge  young  (fide 
KH).  In  Tennessee,  3 were  flying  near  a 
known  breeding  site  in  the  Great  Smoky  Mts. 
30  Jun  (BSu).  A few  American  Coots  lingered 
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A pair  of  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  found  7 June  2008 
on  President's  Island,  Shelby  County,  Tennessee  nested,  fur- 
nishing the  state's  second  breeding  record.  The  female  is 
shown  here  27  July  with  her  JO  ducklings.  Photograph  by 
kffR.  Wilson. 


This  accommodating  Western  Kingbird,  Kentucky's  first  doc- 
umented by  photographs,  lingered  in  Jefferson  County  9-11 
{here  1 1 ) June  2008.  Photograph  by  Eddie  Huber. 


into  summer  at  four  Kentucky  locales,  but  no 
evidence  of  breeding  was  observed.  Two  ad. 
and  5 imm.  Virginia  Rails  were  at  Standifer 
Gap  16  Jul  (CD),  for  the  first  evidence  of 
breeding  since  2006.  A Sandhill  Crane  at 
Morgan  Pond  5 & 10  Jul  (DR)  represented 
Kentucky’s  first  record  for  Jul;  one  at  Cades 
Cove,  Great  Smoky  Mountains  N.E  24  Jul 
(NM)  was  similarly  out  of  season. 

A Black-bellied  Plover  in  w.  Fulton,  KY  24 
Jun  (HC,  ME)  represented  a new  late  spring 
date  for  the  state  (assuming  the  bird  was  still 
moving  northward).  A Semipalmated  Plover  at 
Open  Pond  24  Jun  (HC,  ME)  was  in  between 
normal  periods  of  spring  and  fall  migration. 
An  American  Avocet  was  present  along  the 
Ohio  R.,  Campbell,  KY  31  Jul  (ph.  FR).  It  was 
an  interesting  season  for  nesting  Black-necked 
Stilts  in  Kentucky,  although  most  attempts  ap- 
peared to  be  unsuccessful.  Reports  of  nesting 
originated  from  three  locales:  at  Open  Pond  in 
w.  Fulton,  where  at  least  6 ads.  (some  on  nests) 


were  present  4 Jun  (HC,  ME);  three  pairs,  with 
one  pair  in  the  company  of  young,  were  pres- 
ent 2 Jul  QBr,  CBo);  and  a family  group  re- 
mained through  21  Jul  (HC);  and  at  Morgan 
Pond,  where  7 birds  were  still  incubating  with 
several  others  present  5 Jun  (BP),  16  birds 
were  present  but  no  nesting  activity  and  only 
empty  nests  were  observed  (indicating  preda- 
tion had  occurred)  16  Jun  (BP).  Finally,  a pair 
behaving  as  if  defending  a nest  site  was  found 
in  w.  Henderson  22  Jun,  but  they  subsequently 
disappeared  (CC). 

An  early  Willet  was  at  Lake  No.  9 on  10  Jul 
(DR).  A tardy  Solitary  Sandpiper  was  in  War- 
ren, KY  4 Jun  (DR).  A molting  ad.  Sanderling 
was  at  Ensley  26  Jul  QRW),  and  2-5  were  at 
Rankin  Bottoms  24-30  Jul  (MSI,  m.ob.).  A pair 
of  Spotted  Sandpipers  was  at  Ensley  13  Jun 
(JRW)  and  had  2 hatchlings  on  3 (CBu,  VR)  & 
13  Jul  ORW);  this  species  is  a very 
rare  breeder  in  the  Region,  and 
this  was  only  the  2nd  breeding 
record  for  Shelby.  Two  Western 
Sandpipers  in  w.  Fulton,  KY  13  Jul 
(HC,  NM,  PHo)  were  slightly  ear- 
ly. A White-rumped  Sandpiper  at 
Ensley  21  Jun  QRW)  and  3 in 
Kentucky  30  Jun — one  in  w.  Ful- 
ton (ph.  HC)  and  2 (one  injured) 
at  Morgan  Pond  (BP) — were  in  be- 
tween typical  spring  and  fall  mi- 
gratory periods.  Perhaps  the  same 
bird  was  still  in  w.  Fulton,  KY  21 
Jul  (HC).  A Baird’s  Sandpiper  at 
Kingston  Steam  Plant,  Roane,  TN 
31  Jul  (DK)  was  the  only  one  re- 
ported. Two  Dunlins  at  Ensley  7 
Jun  (JRW)  were  late.  A Short- 
billed Dovritcher  in  w.  Fulton,  KY 
30  Jun  (HC)  and  2 in  Greene,  TN 
5 Jul  (DMi)  were  on  time  as  early 
fall  migrants;  a Long-billed  Dow- 
itcher  in  w.  Fulton,  KY  29  Jul  (DR) 
was  relatively  early.  The  Wilson’s 
Phalarope  nest  at  McElroy  L.  was 
destroyed  by  farming  operations 
during  the  first  week  of  Jun  (DR); 

3 females  feeding  together  at  Mor- 
gan Pond  16  Jun  (BP)  were  in  be- 
tween normal  spring  and  fall  mi- 
gratory periods  and  added  another 
twist  to  an  abnormal  season  for 
the  species. 

A molting  ad.  Laughing  Gull 
was  w.  of  Phillippy  Lake,  TN  15  Jun  (ph. 
JRW).  The  Least  Tern  nesting  season  was  rela- 
tively poor,  with  water  levels  on  the  Mississip- 
pi and  lower  Ohio  Rivers  well  above  normal 
into  Jul.  A substantial  number  of  nesting  at- 
tempts were  initiated  in  farmland  adjacent  to 
the  Mississippi  R.  in  Kentucky,  but  only  a few 


juvs.  were  seen  in  these  areas,  and  no  fledging 
success  was  documented  (CBo).  The  only 
Kentucky  locale  with  confirmed  success  was 
an  industrial  pond  along  the  Tennessee  R., 
Marshall,  where  at  least  14  nests  were  count- 
ed (CBo,  DSw).  In  Tennessee,  the  only  con- 
centration of  birds  attempting  to  breed  was 
234  at  Hatchie  Bar,  Tipton  1 Jun  ORW).  Single 
Caspian  Terns  at  two  locations — Cave  Run  L., 
Rowan,  KY  (EM  et  al.)  and  John  Sevier  L., 
Hawkins,  TN  (SH)  13  Jun — were  in  between 
normal  spring  and  fall  migratory  periods.  A 
Forster’s  Tern  in  w.  Fulton,  KY  4 Jun  (HC,  ME) 
was  probably  a tardy  spring  migrant.  Six  Com- 
mon Terns  on  the  Ohio  R.  at  Louisville  18  Jul 
(tP&CM)  were  relatively  early.  An  ad.  Royal 
Tern  on  Dacus  Bar,  Mississippi  R.,  Shelby,  TN 
(ph.  JRW)  represents  a first  for  the  Region  not 
associated  with  a hurricane. 


Northern  Shovelers  are  extremely  rare  breeders  in  Tennessee  and  Kentucky; 
these  half-grown  young  were  two  of  seven  found  on  a pond  in  southern  Chris- 
tian County,  Kentucky  30  June  2008.  Photograph  by  Brainard Palmer-Ball,  Jr. 


M 


Roseate  Spoonbills  have  increased  as  vagrants  in  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky 
region  during  the  past  10-15  years,  and  they  have  occurred  annually  in  the 
past  several  years.  This  juvenile  was  shared  by  both  states:  Fulton  County, 
Kentucky  and  Lake  County,  Tennessee  (here)  28  July  2008.  Photograph  by 
David  Roemer. 


CUCKOOS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

There  were  three  reports  of  Black-billed  Cuck- 
oo (a  scarce  and  unpredictable  breeder  in  the 
Region):  singles  in  Trigg,  KY  2 Jun  (PL,  fide 
BLi)  and  Shelby,  KY  15  Jun  (BSm),  and  one  re- 
peatedly carrying  food  near  Roan  Mt.,  Carter, 
TN  (RK,  DMi).  A cooperative  Western  King- 
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This  Wilson's  Phalarope  nest  (here  1 June  2008)  at  McElroy  Lake, 
County,  Kentucky  was  a first  in  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky  region, 
nately,  it  was  destroyed  by  farming  operations  a few  days  later. 
by  David  Roemer. 


Warren 
; unfortu- 
Photograph 


This  juvenile  Reddish  Egret,  the  third  for  the  Tennessee  & 
Kentucky  region,  was  discovered  at  Rankin  Bottoms,  Cocke 
County,  Tennessee  1 2 July  2008  (here)  and  stayed  through 
20  July.  Photograph  by  Michael  Sledjeski. 

bird  was  present  in  s.  Jefferson,  KY  9-11  Jun 
(ph.  EH  et  al.).  In  Tennessee,  breeding  West- 
ern Kingbirds  continue  to  increase  in  Shelby, 
with  at  least  10  active  nests  (two  involving 
second-generation  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  x 
Western  Kingbird  hybrids,  both  female;  ph. 
JRW).  Nesting  Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  were 
again  present  in  s.  Livingston,  KY,  although 
successful  fledging  was  not  documented  (KL, 
BLe  et  al.).  A bird  at  Morgan  Pond  1 Jun  (DR, 
MB)  represented  yet  another  from  the  vicinity 
of  the  Ft.  Campbell  airfield  over  the  past 
decade,  suggesting  that  nesting  continues 
somewhere  in  the  vicinity.  In  Tennessee,  three 
nests  were  confirmed  in  Bledsoe,  TN  during 
jun,  with  evidence  of  two  more  (C&LE,  SjS, 


EL);  two  pairs  nested  on  Presi- 
dent’s I.,  Shelby,  TN  6 Jun+  (CBu, 
VR,  JWa,  JRW);  and  a pair  with  3 
fledglings  was  observed  in  Hardin, 
TN  lOJul  Oh  DSi). 

Up  to  3 Bell’s  Vireos  at  Ft. 
Campbell,  Stewart/Montgomery, 
TN  2-26  Jun  (DMo)  suggested  the 
presence  of  a nascent  breeding 
population.  The  only  report  of  Be- 
wick’s Wren  involved  2 birds  (a 
pair?)  at  Ft.  Campbell,  Trigg,  KY  1 
Jul  (tDMo).  A Swainson’s  Thrush 
singing  on  Mt.  Le  Conte,  Sevier, 
TN  29  Jun  (BSu)  strongly  suggests 
breeding;  this  species  has  never 
been  found  nesting  in  the  Region, 
but  it  has  nested  on  Mt.  Rogers  in 
sw.  Virginia,  and  there  are  recent  summer 
records  involving  multiple  birds  from  w. 
North  Carolina.  A Swainson’s  Thrush  in 
Greene,  TN  1 Jun  (DMi)  was  a late  transient. 
Apparently  territorial  Hermit  Thrushes  were 
found  in  significant  numbers  in  e.  Tennessee, 
with  4+  at  Roan  Mt.,  Carter  (RK,  NS),  one  at 
Rodger’s  Ridge,  Johnson  11  Jun  (JM),  2 at  Un- 
aka  Mt.,  Unicoi  13  Jun  (RK),  and  4+  on  Mt.  Le 
Conte,  Sevier  (BSu);  these  are  almost  certain- 
ly breeding,  but  confirmation  re- 
mains elusive. 

A continuing  research  study  on 
nesting  Golden-winged  Warblers 
in  Whitley,  KY  yielded  reports  of 
16  territorial  Golden-wingeds,  as 
well  as  nine  nests  of  Golden- 
wingeds,  two  nests  of  mixed 
species  pairs  (Golden-winged/ 
Blue-winged),  and  two  nests  of 
Golden-winged/hybrid  (Brew- 
ster’s/Lawrence’s) pairs  (PHa  et 
al.).  A Tennessee  Warbler  at  Rad- 
nor L.,  Nashville,  TN  9 Jun  (PC, 

JS)  may  be  the  latest  ever  for  the 
state.  Six  singing  male  Magnolia 
Warblers  on  Roan  Mt.,  Carter,  TN 
6 Jun  (RK)  was  the  highest  count 
ever  at  one  of  the  two  known  sum- 
mer locations  for  this  species  in 
Tennessee;  the  other  (and  more 
regular)  site  is  Unaka  Mt.,  Unicoi, 
and  3 singing  males  were  there  13 
Jun  (RK).  A Black-and-white  Warbler  in  sub- 
urban Jefferson,  KY  21  Jun  QBe,  PB)  is  indica- 
tive of  how  soon  fall  dispersal  commences  for 
this  early  nester. 

Some  survey  work  for  Bachman’s  Sparrows 
was  reinitiated  this  season  at  Ft.  Campbell, 
TN/KY,  resulting  in  a few  reports  that  includ- 
ed 2 ads.  in  the  company  of  a juv.  that  had  just 
fledged  from  a nest  in  Trigg,  KY  2 Jul  (DMo). 
Two  were  also  found  in  Franklin,  TN  during 


atlas  work  (MW).  Two  singing  Vesper  Spar- 
rows were  at  Round  Bald,  Roan  Mt.,  Carter, 
TN  11  Jun  (RK),  where  this  species  is  an  oc- 
casional breeder.  The  presence  of  3 Savannah 
Sparrows  including  an  apparent  juv.  along 
Snake  Creek  Rd.,  Adair,  KY  18  Jun  (RD)  rep- 
resents a new  county  breeding  record;  also  of 
interest  was  one  heard  n.  of  Hodgenville, 
Larue,  KY  22  Jun  (BP)  and  one  singing  in  Se- 
quatchie Valley,  Bledsoe,  TN  1 Jul  (EL,  SJS), 
the  latter  a first  county  summer  record.  Up  to 
2 were  at  two  sites  in  Washington,  TN  through 
the  season  (RK),  and  one  was  singing  in 
Greene,  TN  15  Jun  (DMi).  Summering  Lark 
Sparrows  continued  in  w.  Henderson,  KY  into 
mid-Jun  (CC)  and  s.  Warren,  KY  into  early  Jul, 
with  an  active  nest  detected  in  the  latter  7 Jul 
(DR);  at  Ft.  Campbell,  a few  territorial  birds 
were  detected  during  the  season.  Henslow’s 
Sparrows  were  reported  at  several  new  Ken- 
tucky locales,  including  at  least  6 males  on 
territory  at  Bernheim  Forest,  Bullitt  (KV,  MA). 
Two  singing  at  Bell’s  Bend  Park,  Davidson,  TN 
18  (MW)  & 26  Jul  (CS)  were  a first  for  that  lo- 
cation as  well.  Single  White-throated  Spar- 
rows were  in  e.  Henderson,  KY  15  Jun  (tMY), 
at  St.  Matthews,  Jefferson,  KY  26  Jun  (BW), 
and  at  Knoxville,  TN  26  Jun  (BSh).  Small 


This  Great  White  Heron  was  in  the  Watauga  River,  Carter  County,  Tennessee  7 

June  through  mid-July  (here  12  July)  2008.  Photograph  by  Adam  Campbell. 


numbers  of  probable  nesting  Bobolinks  were 
reported  in  Bath,  KY  (SM),  along  the 
Bath/Montgomery,  KY  line  (SM),  and  in  Boyle, 
KY  (MH);  a pair  was  seen  23  Jun  at  a Wash- 
ington, TN  site  where  nesting  occurred  last 
year,  but  the  birds  vanished  when  the  field  was 
mowed  (RK).  A female-type  Purple  Finch  lin- 
gered in  a yard  in  se.  Jefferson,  KY  through  17 
Jun  (EH,  JH).  Pine  Siskins  were  reported  from 
regular  breeding  areas  in  ne.  Tennessee. 
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This  Royal  Tern  was  present  on  the  Oacus  Bar  in  the  Missis- 
sippi River,  Shelby  County,  Tennessee  26  July  2008  and  repre- 
sented the  first  record  for  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky  region 
outside  the  context  of  a hurricane.  Photograph  by  Jeff  Wilson. 
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GULF  OF  MEXICO 


Steven  W.  McConnell 


While  most  significant  trends  or  pat- 
terns appeared  to  elude  detection 
this  summer,  the  weather  was  not 
one  of  them.  The  “warmer  and  drier”  theme 
played  out  again  in  our  Region,  if  not  with  the 
intensity  of  the  2007  summer  droughts.  No 
tropical  cyclones  threatened  the  Region  this 
season,  and  no  true  pelagic  species  were  re- 
ported, as  fuel  prices  and  a lack  of  suitable 
boats  conspired  to  keep  birders  on  shore.  Both 
whistling-ducks  seemed  much  more  in  evi- 
dence this  summer  than  in  recent  memory. 
The  appearance  of  multiple  flocks  of  these 
wanderers  leaves  one  to  contemplate  how  long 


it  might  be  before  one  or  both  species  reach 
the  “can’t-miss”  category.  Several  other  water- 
fowl  species  were  notable  for  their  late  depar- 
ture dates,  and  there  was  a broad  assortment  of 
lingering  coastal  shorebirds.  There  appears  to 
be  a drop  in  the  overall  number  of  reports  of 
both  migrant  and  breeding  warblers.  Does  this 
reflect  population  declines,  or  it  is  simply  that 
observers  consider  these  species  not  unusual 
enough  to  report — or  both? 

Abbreviations;  Dauphin  I.  (Mobile,  AL); 
Delta  (Mississippi  River  Delta  Region  of  w. 
Mississippi);  G.C.  (Gulf  Coastal  Region  of  s. 
Alabama);  I.C.R  (Inland  Coastal  Plain  Region 
of  s.-cen.  Alabama);  Mahannah  (Mahannah 
W.M.A.,  Issaquena,  MS);  M.R.  (Mountain  Re- 
gion of  n.  Alabama);  Noxubee  (Noxubee 
N.W.R.,  OktibbehaAVinston,  MS);  Ross  Barnett 
(Ross  Barnett  Res.,  Rankin,  MS);  Seaman  Rd. 
(Seaman  Rd.  lagoons,  Jackson,  MS);  TV  (Ten- 
nessee Valley  Region  of  n.  Alabama);  Yazoo 
(Yazoo  N.W.R.,  Washington,  MS). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  VULTURES 

Following  a spring  season  when  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Duck  sightings  occurred  all  across 
Mississippi,  five  more  reports  were  received 
this  summer  but  were  concentrated  this  time 
in  the  Delta.  An  amazingly  large  flock  was 
found  at  Mahannah  10-24  Jun,  where  the 
count  peaked  at  125  (12  Jun),  easily  a new 
state  high  (ph.  KB,  ph.  RH,  tG&SK).  Not  to  be 
overlooked,  the  flock  of  12  discovered  at 
Blakeley  I.,  Mobile  1-4  Jun  furnished  Alabama 


with  only  its  6th  state  record  of  the  species  and 
likewise  its  highest  count  ever  (ph.  CH).  Un- 
like the  2008  spring  season,  the  rarely  seen 
Fulvous  Whistling-Duck  was  noted  this  time 
among  the  many  Black-bellieds  in  Mississippi. 
An  impressive  flock  was  present  also  at  Ma- 
hannah 10-21  Jun,  where  the  high  count  of  82 
tallied  14  Jun  established  a new  state  maxi- 
mum (ph.  KB,  ph.  RH,  ph.  G&SK).  Another  30 
were  tallied  12  Jun  near  Belzoni,  Humphreys, 
MS  (ph.  RH).  One  wonders  how  far-reaching 
and  permanent  the  expansion  of  these  two 
species  will  be  at  current  rates  and  numbers!  It 
is  always  exciting  to  find  Mottled  Duck  away 
from  the  coast  in  our  Region,  making  the  pair 
at  Mahannah  14  Jun  especially  noteworthy 
(tG&SK).  Blue-winged  Teal  is  a rare  breeder  in 
our  Region,  and  this  season,  three  reports  of  14 
total  individuals  were  collected,  two  from  the 
coast  (one  from  each  state)  and  the  other 
record  inland  near  Cedarville  in  Hale,  AL, 
where  a flock  of  7 in  eclipse  plumage  was  dis- 
covered 8 Jul  on  recently  protected  state  land 
(ph.  ECS,  JT).  The  Northern  Shoveler  at  Sea- 
man Rd.  19  Jun  was  an  unusual  summering 
bird  (m.ob.).  Observers  exploring  Dauphin  1.  8 
Jun  were  quite  surprised  to  find  3 Surf  Scoters 
at  two  different  island  locations  (ph.  T&JS,  ph. 
MR,  CH,  MH)  for  only  the  2nd  documented 
Alabama  summer  record. 

Only  two  Pied-billed  Grebe  reports  were 
received  this  season;  however,  the  ad.  with  5 
downy  young  near  Cedarville  in  Hale,  AL  8 
Jul  furnished  a welcome  breeding  confirma- 
tion (ph.  ECS,  JT).  Five  inland  observations 
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made  a brief  appearance  along  the  Cahaba  R. 
in  Peny,  AL  27  Jun,  for  only  the  3rd  I.C.P. 
record  (ECS,  CSm).  Tree  Swallows  continue 
to  expand  the  s.  boundary  of  their  Alabama 
breeding  range,  as  evidenced  this  season  by  a 
lone  bird  18  Jun  in  Macon  (LW)  and  the 
spring  season  pair  that  evidently  nested  at 
White  Hall,  Lowndes  and  continued  until  14 
Jun,  when  their  nesting  snag  broke  apart  dur- 
ing a storm  (LEG).  House  Wren  is  a very  iso- 
lated breeder  in  our  Region,  making  the  ob- 
servation of  young  on  a nest  at  Florence, 
Lauderdale,  AL  gratifying  QM,  FM,  AM). 

Only  one  Yellow  Warbler  report  was  re- 
ceived this  season  from  our  Region,  where 
the  species  is  at  best  a rare  breeder.  It  was  not 
determined  if  the  single  bird  in  Lawrence,  AL 
19  Jun  was  setting  up  house  or  was  a migrant 
or  wanderer  (RS63:DCH).  Three  Alabama  re- 
ports totaling  7 birds  were  submitted  for 
Cerulean  Warbler;  six  of  these  were  at  or 
near  previously  established  breeding  loca- 
tions and  included  a pair  feeding  2 young  on 
a nest  in  Jackson  5 Jul  (RS&DCH).  Swain- 
son’s  Warbler  is  a rarely  detected  and  spo- 
radic nester  in  the  T.V,  making  the  report  of 
a bird  near  Moulton,  Lawrence  22  Jun  note- 
worthy (AH).  An  Ovenbird  was  observed 
nesting  11  Jun  at  Noxubee  (TLS),  the  2nd 
year  in  a row  for  that  location.  Three  Scarlet 
Tanagers  were  noted  this  season  at  or  beyond 


A Great  White  Heron  (shown  here  4 July  2008)  was  discovered  feeding  with 
Great  Blue  Herons  below  Guntersville  Dam  in  Marshall  County,  Alabama.  This 
rare  visitor  was  observed  through  at  least  7 July  and  furnished  a third  Tennessee 
Valley  record.  Photograph  by  Andy  Nelson. 

the  s.  edge  of  their  known  Alabama  breeding 
range:  16  Jun  at  Uniontown,  Perry  Q&DS), 
26  Jun  near  Tallasee,  Tallapoosa  0T)>  and  a 
singing  bird  22  Jun  in  Macon  (LFG).  Two  juv. 
Chipping  Sparrows  were  surprise  feeder  vis- 
itors at  Healeyfield,  Pearl  River,  MS  18  Jun, 
where  ads.  had  been  noted  the  previous 
spring  (NB).  Nesting  for  the  species  has  yet 


set  the  season’s  high  count  mark  in 
Hale,  AL7Jul  (ph.  ECS,JT). 


Included  in  the  impressive  set  of  Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck  observa- 
tions from  the  Gulf  coast  states  this  summer  were  the  two  pairs  ob- 
served 14-16  June  2008  near  Beizoni  in  Humphreys  County,  Mississippi. 
One  of  those  birds  shown  here  was  recorded  living  up  to  its  former 
"tree-duck"  moniker.  Photograph  by  Rob  Heflin. 


of  American  White  Pelicans  were  unusual  for 
summer,  based  on  recent  history,  but  fit  well 
with  the  general  increase  of  this  species  across 
our  Region  during  any  season;  observation 
dates  ranged  from  20  Jun  through  29  Jul,  with 
a high  count  of  75  seen  21  Jun  at  Mahannah 
(JW).  Three  Anhingas  in  Shelby,  AL  31  Jul 
were  at  a site  where  the  species  has  become  a 
regular  M.R.  attraction  and  where  nesting  is 
suspected  (GDJ).  Another  at  Starkville,  Ok- 
tibbeha, MS  4 Jun  was  at  a new  potential  nest 
location  (TLS).  A Great  White  Heron  was  an 
surprise  find  4-7  Jul  at  Guntersville  Dam, 
Marshall.  AL  and  furnished  only  the  3rd  TV 
record  for  this  Regionally  rare  morph  of  Great 
Blue  Heron  (ph.  AN).  Large  flocks  of  dark  ibis 
are  noteworthy  anywhere  in  our  Region,  mak- 
ing the  30  White-faced  and  up  to  45  Glossy 
Ibis  seen  at  Mahannah  12-20  Jun  a rare  sight 
(ph.  RH,  G&SK,  JW).  Three  Roseate  Spoon- 
bill reports  were  submitted  from  the  Delta, 
where  the  species  is  uncommon.  Four  juvs. 
were  found  at  Panther  Swamp  N.W.R., 
Humphreys  9 Jun  (ph.  RH);  another  4 were 
seen  in  Washington  1 Jul  (KH);  and  a single 
bird  was  at  Sky  Lake  W.M.A.,  Humphreys  24 
Jul  (RH).  The  nine  Wood  Stork  observations 
received  seemed  unusually  high  for  summer; 
however,  direct  evidence  of  breeding  was  not 
observed.  The  fiock  of  over  200  individuals 


RAPTORS  THROUGH 
SHOREBIRDS 

A new  maximum  G.C.  total  for  Swal- 
low-tailed Kite  was  established  by  the 
36  counted  at  Little  River,  Baldwin,  AL 
15  Jun  (ph.  RB).  Mississippi  Kite  is  be- 
coming a regular  M.R.  summer  treat  in 
Marion,  AL,  and  this  season’s  reports 
included  an  observation  of  a copulat- 
ing pair  OJ.  me,  DW).  Three  King  Rails 
were  noted  9 Jul  at  Ross  Barnett,  where 
the  species  is  at  best  uncommon 
(G&SK).  Breeding  Purple  Gallinules 
were  reported  from  two  Mississippi  lo- 
cations: 1 1 ads.  with  3 young  at  Yazoo 
14  Jun  and  8 ads.  with  two  broods  on 
Ross  Barnett  9 Jul  (both  G&SK).  The 
85  Common  Moorhens  seen  at  Seaman 
Rd.  17  Jul  was  an  impressive  number 
even  for  a coastal  location  (m.ob.).  The 
molting  Sandhill  Crane  at  Trim  Cane 
W.M.A.,  Oktibbeha  20  Jul  likely  fur- 
nished the  first  non-coastal,  summer 
record  for  Mississippi  (ph.  MS). 

Black-necked  Stilts  were  very  evi- 
dent 12-14  Jun  at  Mahannah,  where  at 
least  250  were  counted  14  Jun  (ph.  RH, 
G&SK).  Spotted  Sandpiper  numbers  at 
Seaman  Rd.  increased  steadily 
in  less  than  a month  from  the 
single  bird  seen  3 Jul  to  the  29 
individuals  present  31  Jul 
(m.ob.).  A surprisingly  varied 
shorebird  assortment  was 
found  on  the  Alabama  coast,  in- 
cluding a Whimbrel  at  Dauphin 
1.  26  Jul  (HEH,  T&JS)  and  a 
Marbled  Godwit  there  26-27  Jul 
(EC,  ph.  MR);  15  Red  Knots 
continuing  at  the  Dauphin  1. 
beach  through  5 Jun  (BS);  a late 
Pectoral  Sandpiper  at  Blakeley 
L,  Mobile  1 Jun  (CH);  at  least  2 
unidentified  dowitchers  on 
Dauphin  1.  7 Jun  (CH);  and  one 
to  2 Wilson’s  Phalaropes  on 
Dauphin  1.  26-28  Jul  (ph.  MR, 

HEH,  T&JS). 

DOVES  THROUGH 
BUNTINGS 

The  pair  of  Inca  Doves  observed  at  Areola, 
Washington,  MS  14  Jun  provided  the  ob- 
servers’ 3rd  record  at  this  location  for  this  ac- 
cidental species  (tG&SK).  The  ad.  male  Ru- 
fous Hummingbird  found  in  Montgomery,  AL 
30  Jul  represented  the  earliest  I.C.P  record 
ever  (C&PS).  A singing  Willow  Flycatcher 
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to  be  documented  on  the  Mississippi  Gulf 
Coast.  Lark  Sparrow  is  now  an  established 
breeder  in  nw.  Alabama;  however,  the  35  tal- 
lied during  the  Lawrence  County  Summer 
Bird  Count  6-22  Jun  was  a surprisingly  high 
number  (m.ob.).  An  impressive  Grasshopper 
Sparrow  count  of  26  was  compiled  6 Jun 
during  the  same  county  count  (SWM).  A 
White-throated  Sparrow  29  Jun-24  Jul  at 
Starkville,  Oktibbeha  furnished  a very  rare 
Mississippi  summer  record  (ph.  MG).  Paint- 
ed Bunting  is  a localized  breeder  in  our  Re- 
gion. This  season,  three  reports  were  re- 


ceived, including  a singing  male  in  Mont- 
gomery, AL  5 Jul  (LFG)  and  a green  bird  15 
Jul  near  Autaugaville,  Autauga,  AL  (TRP). 
The  single  Mississippi  report  was  for  a bird 
in  Scott  16  Jul  (JB). 

Initialed  observers  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Jeffrey  Barnes,  Ned  Boyajian,  Kevin 
Brunke,  Randy  Butler,  Eugenia  Carey,  Michael 
Estill,  Lawrence  E Gardella,  Mark  Goodman, 
Andrew  Haffenden,  R.  Stan  & Dana  C.  Hamil- 
ton, Katie  Hanson,  Rob  Heflin,  Chazz  Hesse- 
lein,  Martha  Hesselein,  Howard  E.  Horne,  De- 


bra G.  Jackson,  Greg  D.  Jackson  (Alabama), 
Jud  Johnston,  Gene  & Shannon  Knight, 
Steven  W.  McConnell,  Jennifer  Moses,  Frank 
Moses,  Ann  Moses,  Andy  Nelson,  Tommy  R. 
Pratt,  Michael  Schummer,  Terence  L.  ScMefer 
(Mississippi),  Judy  & Don  Self,  Tom  & Joan 
Siegwald,  Chris  Smith,  Carolyn  & Phil  Snow, 
Eric  C.  Soehren,  Bill  Summerour,  Mike 
Rogers,  John  Trent,  John  Walko,  Lorna  West, 
Don  Wooldridge.  © 


Steven  W.  McConnell,  29  Village  Drive  NE 
Hartselle,  Alabama  35640,  (swmavocetiaaol.com) 
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For  the  third  year  in  a row,  it  was  a rela- 
tively quiet  summer  weather-wise,  with 
no  tropical  weather  systems  impacting 
the  Region,  and  for  the  second  year  in  a row 
no  pelagic  trips  were  attempted.  The  second 
season  of  the  Louisiana  Summer  Bird  Atlas 
project  took  place  1 June  through  15  July. 

Abbreviations:  B.K.N.W.R.  (Bald  Knob 
N.W.R.,  White,  AR);  C.EH.  (Craig  Fish  Hatch- 
ery, near  Centerton,  Benton,  AR);  C.N.F. 
(Camp  Nine  Farm,  Desha,  AR);  M.S.E  (Mor- 
ganza  Spillway  forebay  Pointe  Coupee,  LA); 
T.EE  (Treadway’s  Fish  Farm,  Prairie,  AR). 


Counties/parishes  are  indicated  only  for  the 
initial  mention  of  a specific  locality,  and  states 
are  indicated  only  for  the  initial  mention  of 
counties/parishes,  except  to  avoid  confusion. 
For  records  of  “review  list”  species,  documen- 
tation has  been  received  and  records  have  ei- 
ther been  accepted  by,  or  acceptance  is  pend- 
ing by,  the  respective  state  bird  records  com- 
mittee. Significance  for  Arkansas  records  is 
based  on  Arkansas  Birds,  Their  Distribution 
and  Abundance  Qames  and  Neal  1986),  the 
Arkansas  Audubon  Society  online  bird  record 
database  (for  records  since  1986),  and  the  on- 
line version  of  Mike  Mlodinow’s  Summer  Sea- 
son 2008  report  in  the  Arkansas  Audubon  So- 
ciety newsletter  (<http://www.arbirds.org/ 
rare_birds.html>).  Significance  for  Louisiana 
records  is  based  on  the  bird  record  card  file 
database  and  the  Louisiana  Bird  Records 
Committee  archives  at  the  Louisiana  State 
University  Museum  of  Natural  Science,  as 
well  as  the  most  recent  draft  of  the  forthcom- 
ing Birds  of  Louisiana  (Remsen,  Cardiff, 
Dittmann,  and  Dickson). 

WATERFOWL 

Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  continue  to 
proliferate  across  Louisiana  and  s.  Arkansas, 
where  reports  of  confirmed  breeding  included 
two  pairs  with  10  chicks  each  among  43  indi- 
viduals at  Little  R.  Bottoms,  Hempstead,  AR  14 
Jul  (DS),  and  a pair  with  14  eggs  in  a Wood 
Duck  nest  box  at  Brinkley,  Monroe,  AR  29  Jul 
(Charles  & Judy  Walker,  Terry  Singleterry). 
Other  notable  reports  of  suspected  breeders 
included,  in  Louisiana,  2 at  Shreveport,  Cad- 
do 18  Jun  (ph.  Jfr.Jean  Trahan),  2 in  West  Fe- 
liciana 21  Jun  (MB),  2 in  Rapides  22  Jun,  9 in 
Ascension  26  Jun,  one  in  Grant  28  Jun  (all 
JVH),  and  one  in  St.  Landry  19  Jul  (ph.  Lainie 
LaHaye),  and,  in  Arkansas,  7 at  C.N.E  19  Jul 


(D&SB).  Also  at  C.N.E  19  Jul  were  9 Fulvous 
Whistling-Ducks,  present  since  Apr  and  pre- 
sumably nesting  (D&SB);  the  species  is  gen- 
erally rare  in  Arkansas  but  almost  regular  at 
this  se.  site.  Each  summer,  a variety  of  pre- 
sumably unhealthy  waterfowl  are  found  in 
the  Region,  but  it  is  surprising  how  infre- 
quently some  of  the  commoner  wintering 
species  are  reported.  Species  of  particular  in- 
terest this  season  (fewer  than  10  state  sum- 
mer records  in  recent  decades)  included: 
Gadwall,  with  one  at  L.  Fayetteville,  Washing- 
ton, AR  6 Jun-i-  (H.  David  Chapman,  MAM, 
JBr,  DO),  2 at  B.K.N.W.R.  13  Jun  (KN),  one  in 
Natchitoches,  LA  14  Jun  O^H),  and  one  at 
Catahoula  N.W.R.,  LaSalle,  LA  29  Jul  (E.  V. 
Moore);  an  American  Wigeon  at  B.K.N.W.R. 
13  Jun  (KN)  and  a Northern  Shoveler  there 
26  Jul  (DS,  DBr);  10  Northern  Pintail  at 
B.K.N.W.R.  13  Jun,  2 there  26  Jul  (DS,  DBr), 
and  one  in  Caddo,  LA  31  Jul  (TD,  JfT);  2 
Green-winged  Teal  at  B.K.N.W.R.  15  Jun 
(KN)  and  one  there  26  Jul  (DS,  DBr);  a Can- 
vasback  at  T.EE  14  Jun  (K&LN);  and  3 Ring- 
necked Ducks  at  B.K.N.W.R.  13  Jun  (KN),  2 
there  26  Jul  (DS,  DBr),  and  2 at  Arkansas  Post 
National  Memorial,  Arkansas,  AR  12  Jul 
(Robert  H.  Doster,  Glenn  J.  Manning).  Al- 
though now  locally  regular  n.  to  se.  Arkansas, 
a hen  Mottled  Duck  with  6 ducklings  at 
M.S.E  21  Jun  (MB)  confirmed  nesting  at  this 
s.-cen.  Louisiana  site,  where  breeding  has 
been  suspected  for  years.  Two  female  Blue- 
winged Teal  with  18  young  at  Woolsey  Wet 
Prairie,  Fayetteville,  Washington  24  Jun  (ph. 
Bruce  Shackleford)  provided  only  the  8th 
breeding  record  for  Arkansas. 

GREBE  THROUGH  WADERS 

An  exceptionally  late  or  summering  Eared 
Grebe  at  T.EE  2-14  Jim  (DB,  K&LN)  was  the 
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Possibly  the  same  bird  found  four  days  earlier  and  60  kilometers  south  in  St.  Mary  Parish,  this  adult  Jabiru  was  independently 
discovered  (prior  to  news  spreading  of  the  St.  Mary  Parish  sighting)  at  the  North  Farm  Unit  of  Sherburne  Wildlife  Manage- 
ment Area,  along  the  eastern  edge  of  the  Atchafalaya  Basin  near  Ramah,  Iberville  Parish,  Louisiana  31  July  2008.  Photograph 
courtesy  of  Michael  A.  Seymour  & Joshua  T.  Sylvest/Louisiana  Department  of  Wildlife  and  fisheries. 


2nd  summer  occurrence  for  Arkansas.  Sum- 
mering imm.  Northern  Gannets  included  ob- 
viously unhealthy  singles  on  Holly  Beach, 
Cameron  1 Jun  and  13  Jul  QVR,  JTS),  and  2 
there  plus  2 other  apparently  healthier  birds 
off  nearby  Johnsons  Bayou  14  Jul  (BMM, 
PEC,  BE).  Brown  Boobies  are  hard  to  come  by 
in  the  Region,  so  2 during  the  period,  both 
onshore,  was  remarkable.  One  was  on  Holly 
Beach  1 Jun  QTS,  ph.  JVR),  and  the  other  was 
found  at  Wine  1.  in  the  Isles  Dernieres  barrier 
island  chain,  Terrebonne  4 & 18  Jul  (ph.  JBo, 
EJR).  Neotropic  Cormorants  have  been  slow- 
ly expanding  northeastward  in  recent  decades 
and  are  now  considered  scarce  but  regular  in 
the  Baton  Rouge  area,  but  230  in  the  M.S.E 
area  29  Jun  (JVR  et  al.)  was  an  unexpectedly 
high  number  and  suggestive  of  local  breeding. 
An  American  Bittern  in  n.  Lafourche,  LA  3 Jun 
(EIJ)  was  very  late  and  raises  the  possibility  of 
breeding  in  that  area.  Least  Bitterns  are  gener- 
ally scarce  and  local  breeders  in  Arkansas, 
with  the  exception  of  the  C.N.E  area,  where  a 
state  record  27  were  counted  27  Jun  (DB).  In 
the  New  Orleans  area.  Yellow-crowned  Night- 


Herons  have  long  been  known  to  breed  in 
loose  single-species  colonies  in  well-wooded 
neighborhoods  with  Live  Oaks.  The  discovery 
of  a mixed-species  night-heron  colony,  in- 
cluding an  estimated  10  pairs  of  Black- 
crowneds  with  young,  in  the  Ursulines  Av- 
enue area  during  Jun  and  Jul,  was  unexpected 
(DPM).  A wader  rookery  at  the  M.S.E  includ- 
ed nesting  Roseate  Spoonbills  with  large 
young  14  Jun  (numbers  not  provided;  MB); 
39  near  Sorrento,  Ascension  26  Jun  QVH) 
were  also  undoubtedly  breeding  nearby. 
These  sites  are  at  the  ne.  fringe  of  the  ex- 
panding breeding  range  in  Louisiana.  Lour 
imm.  spoonbills  at  C.N.E  19  Jul  (D&SB)  was 
the  only  report  of  post-breeding  dispersers 
well  into  the  interior. 

KITE  THROUGH  MOORHEN 

A White-tailed  Kite  near  Cameron,  Cameron  1 
Jun  and  13  Jul  (JTS,  JVR)  may  have  been  one 
of  the  suspected  breeding  pair  present  there 
during  the  preceding  spring.  Sharp-shinned 
Hawk  is  a rare  summer  resident  in  Arkansas, 
mainly  in  the  n.,  with  only  about  30  previous 


summer  records  and  10  confirmed  nesting 
records.  Thus,  six  records  during  the  2008 
nesting  season,  including  four  nesting 
records,  was  nothing  short  of  amazing  (LA). 
Five  of  the  reports  were  in  nw.  and  n.-cen. 
Arkansas  and  included  three  confirmed  nest- 
ing pairs  monitored  in  Pope,  another  nesting 
pair  in  Searcy  (interestingly,  in  hardwood  for- 
est instead  of  more  typical  pine  habitat),  and 
a territorial  bird  in  Fulton  7 Jun;  the  6th  en- 
counter involved  a territorial  bird  in  Ashley  1 
Jun,  only  the  3rd  summer  record  for  s. 
Arkansas.  Separate  ad.  Red-tailed  Hawks  in 
Plaquemines  14  Jun  (DPM)  and  3 Jul  (vt. 
PAW),  and  another  on  the  immediate  coast 
near  Holly  Beach  24  Jul  Singletary), 

were  all  well  s.  of  known  Louisiana  breeding 
areas.  Also  s.  of  the  normal  breeding  distribu- 
tion, a pair  of  American  Kestrels  nested  in 
downtown  Baton  Rouge,  East  Baton  Rouge, 
LA  for  the  3rd  consecutive  year  and  were  last 
seen  with  a fledged  juv.  about  13  Jun  (Jane 
Patterson  et  al).  A King  Rail  at  B.K.N.W.R.  6 
Jun  (KN)  was  a local  first  and  somewhat  nw. 
of  the  normal  range  in  Arkansas,  and  an  ad. 
Common  Moorhen  at  T.EE  19  Jul  (K&LN) 
was  also  unusually  far  n.  and  may  have  been 
a first  for  Prairie. 

SHOREBIRDS 

A Snowy  Plover  at  Rutherford  Beach, 
Cameron  1 Jun  Q^R,  JTS)  was  in  an  area 
where  breeding  has  occurred  the  past  few 
years.  Perhaps  more  intriguing  was  another 
Snowy  Plover  at  Trinity  1.  in  the  Isles 
Dernieres  6 Jun  QRo).  apparently  the  first  se. 
Louisiana  record  from  between  Apr  and  Aug. 
A tally  of  117  Wilsons  Plovers  along  a few 
kilometers  of  beach  near  Johnsons  Bayou  14 
Jul  (BMM,  PEC,  BE)  was  a nice  post-breeding 
concentration  and  one  of  the  highest  ever  sin- 
gle-day Louisiana  counts.  A rare  inland  Pip- 
ing Plover  on  the  Red  R.  in  Caddo  9 Jul  (HH, 
ph.  Ben  Thatcher,  ph.  Beau  Gregory)  provid- 
ed only  the  4th  fall  record  for  n.  Louisiana 
and  would  set  the  all-time  early  date  for  a fall 
transient  in  Louisiana  (depending  on  the  in- 
terpretation of  last  summer’s  24  Jun  record); 
one  on  the  coast  near  Johnsons  Bayou  14  Jul 
(BMM,  BR  PEC)  was  also  unprecedentedly 
early.  Up  to  2 American  Avocets  at  B.K.N.W.R. 
3-13  Jun  (KN,  Bill  Alexander,  Robert  Pear- 
row)  established  a new  late  date  for  spring 
migration  through  Arkansas.  Scarce  inland  as 
fall  transients,  5 Willets  at  T.EE  13  Jul  (KN) 
and  one  in  Caddo  14  Jul  (TD,  HH)  were  also 
relatively  early;  an  estimated  670  in  the  John- 
sons Bayou-Holly  Beach  area  14  Jul  (BMM, 
BE,  PEC)  probably  involved  staging  post- 
breeders and  ranks  as  one  of  the  highest 
counts  for  Louisiana.  Thirty-one  Whimbrels 


; One  of  the  more  spectacular  finds  of  the  season  was  Louisiana's  first  Jabiru.  An  immaculately  plumaged  ad.,  the  bird 
. was  first  reported  31  Jul  at  the  Sherburne  W.M.A.  North  Farm  unit  near  Ramah,  Iberville  (ph.  MAS,  ph.  JTS).  Howev- 
er, within  a few  days  news  surfaced  that"another"  Jabiru,  also  an  ad.,  had  been  independently  documented  27  Jul  about  60 
km  s.  near  Charenton,  Sf.  Mary  (ph.  Bill  Stelly,  Jr.).  Although  there  is  no  way  to  be  certain  whether  one  or  2 individuals  were 
involved,  photographs  of  the  birds  appear  more  or  less  identical,  and  the  sightings  may  best  be  treated  as  pertaining  to  a sin- 
gle occurrence,  considering  the  relative  closeness  of  distance  and  dates.  Provenance  will  likely  come  up  during  the  review 
process,  but  the  record  fits  the  established  pattern  of  vagrancy  and  there  are  no  leg  bands  or  other  obvious  physical  signs  of 
captivity  evident  from  the  two  sets  of  photographs. 
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F 1 Arguably  the  most  outrageous  bird  ever  to  have  been  documented  in  Louisiana,  a mysterious  tyrannid  studied,  pho- 
3 litographed,  and  eventually  taken  as  a specimen  at  a coastal  woodiot  near  Johnsons  Bayou,  Cmem  3 Jun  (BMM,  ph. 
PEC)  was  subsequently  confirmed  as  an  ad.  Crewiied  Siaty-Flycatcher  {Empidommm  aurmtioatmaistatus].  The  species  is 
widespread  in  the  South  American  lowlands  e.  of  the  Andes,  and  southernmost  breeding  populations  are  austral  migrants, 
retreating  northward  to  western  Amazonia  to  spend  the  Southern  Hemisphere  winter.  Although  there  is  not  a well-estab- 
lished pattern  of  vagrancy  north  of  the  expected  distribution  (such  as  that  for  another  austral  migrant  tyrannid,  Fork-tailed 
Flycatcher  and,  to  a lesser  extent,  Variegated  Flycatcher),  ornithologists  familiar  with  the  migratory  movements  of  the 
Crowned  Slaty-Flycatcher  had  long  considered  it  a good  candidate  to  eventually  "overshoot"  to  the  United  States.  The  only 
other  North  American  record  of  the  species  comes  from  Cerro  Azu!,  Pmame  Provirsce,  Panama  1-4  Dec  2007. 


near  Johnsons  Bayou  14Jul  (BMM,  BF,  PEC) 
was  an  unprecedented  summer  count  for  this 
relatively  scarce  fall  transient,  and  118  Long- 
billed Curlews  there  the  same  day  was  also  an 
unprecedented  number  outside  of  late  fall  and 
winter.  A solitary  Long-billed  Curlew  at 
Whiskey  L,  Isles  Demieres  10  Jun  0Bo,  EJR) 
was  unusual  for  the  se.  Louisiana  coast  and 
was  presumably  summering  there.  A Least 
Sandpiper  and  2 Baird’s  Sandpipers  at  C.EH  6 
Jun  (MAM,  JBr),  a Dunlin  there  1 Jun  QBr, 
MAM,  DO),  and  2 Dunlins  at  T.EE  2Jun  (DB) 
were  all  considered  late  and  added  to  the  few 
previous  Jun  records  for  Arkansas;  a Pectoral 
Sandpiper  near  Gueydan,  Vermilion  9 Jun 
(PEC)  extended  the  late  spring  date  for 
Louisiana.  An  estimated  1950  Short-billed 
Dowitchers  in  the  Port  Fourchon-Grand  Isle 
area,  Lafourche/Jejferson  1 Jun  (R.  D.  Purring- 
ton)  were  presumably  mostly  late  spring  mi- 
grants, although  smaller  numbers  routinely 
summer  in  the  area.  American  Woodcock  is 
considered  an  uncommon  permanent  resi- 
dent in  Arkansas,  but  there  are  relatively  few 
summer  reports  on  file;  so,  one  at  L.  Fayet- 
teville 30  Jun  (MAM)  was  noteworthy. 

GULLS  THROUGH  TERNS 

An  ad.  Laughing  Gull  near  Kelso,  Desha  9 Jun 
(ph.  DB)  and  an  imm.  at  T.EE  14  Jun 
(K&LN)  were  unexpectedly  far  inland;  there 
are  only  five  previous  summer  records  and 
two  Jun  records  for  Arkansas.  Although  Ring- 
billed Gulls  occasionally  summer  on  the 
coast,  one  inland  at  M.S.E  29  Jun  (JTS  et  al.) 
was  more  unexpected.  A first-cycle  Glaucous 
Gull  first  found  in  May  was  seen  intermit- 
tently during  the  period  at  the  Isles  Dernieres 
and  was  last  encountered  at  Wine  I.  18  jul 
(ph.  JBo,  EJR);  this  is  only  the  3rd  summer, 
and  first  Jul,  occurrence  for  Louisiana.  Pro- 
viding circumstantial  evidence  of  a new 
breeding  presence  on  Grand  Isle,  some  of  the 
11  ad.  Gull-billed  Terns  there  6 Jul  (DPM, 
PAW)  were  carrying  food  to  a presumed 
colony  in  an  inaccessible  refinery  area.  A 
Caspian  Tern  at  Bobb  Kidd  L.,  Washington  22- 
23  Jun  (Andrew  Scaboo)  provided  a rare  sum- 
mer sighting  for  Arkansas.  Very  surprising 
was  a small  colony  of  Least  Terns  (9  ads.  at- 
tending nests/nestlings)  discovered  at  another 
chemical  refinery  between  Carville  and  St. 
Gabriel,  e.  Iberville  5 Jul  QVR).  Although  the 
location  is  inland  and  adjacent  to  the  Missis- 
sippi R.,  the  nearest  known  “interior”  Least 
Tern  colonies  are  along  the  Red  R.  in  nw. 
Louisiana.  Thus,  it  would  be  interesting  to  de- 
termine if  the  Iberville  breeders  represent  a 
southward  expansion  of  the  Threatened  inte- 
rior population,  or  an  inland  expansion  of  the 
coastal  population.  The  existence  of  Least 


Tern  colonies  in  inland  s.-cen.  Louisiana 
would  also  help  explain  recent  anomalous 
early  summer  sightings,  such  as  one  this  sum- 
mer at  a pond  complex  just  e.  of  St.  Gabriel 
15  Jun  (JVR).  Noteworthy  Least  Tern  sight- 
ings in  Arkansas  included  stray  singles  at 
C.EH.  6 Jun  and  28  Jul  (MAM  et  al.),  in  Poin- 
sett 23  Jun  (D&SB,  AL),  and  near  Fayetteville 
29  Jun  (MAM). 

DOVES  THROUGH  FLYCATCHERS 

A White-winged  Dove  at  Springdale  28  Jul 
(Charles  McCutchen)  represented  about  the 
5th  state  record  for  Jul  and  the  3rd  for  Wash- 
ington; there  are  now  about  37  records  from 
20  Arkansas  counties,  all  since  1994  (fide 
MAM).  White-winged  Doves  continue  to  pro- 
liferate across  s.  Louisiana,  but  a pair  “all 
summer”  near  Cheneyville,  Rapides,  and  ac- 
companied by  a juv.  17-24  Jul  (Marty  & Mar- 
garet Floyd),  would  seem  to  provide  breeding 
confirmation  in  cen.  Louisiana.  Inca  Doves 
are  also  flourishing  in  sw.  Louisiana  (and  lo- 
cally in  other  areas  of  the  state),  but  nesting 
season  records  from  e.  and  se.  of  Baton  Rouge 
are  still  of  interest,  e.g.,  one  at  Covington,  St. 
Tammany  30  Jun  (Linda  Beall),  a pair  just  s.  of 
Baton  Rouge  near  St.  Gabriel  6 Jul  QVR),  and 
2 at  Pointe-a-la-Hache  3 Jul  (apparently  a first 
for  Plaquemines',  vt.  PAW).  Two  separate 
singing  Common  Ground-Doves  e.  of 
Cameron  1 Jun  QVR,  JTS)  were  the  first  to  be 
found  in  Jun  on  the  immediate  sw.  coast  and 
raised  the  possibility  of  breeding  there.  A 
Black-billed  Cuckoo  near  Ben  Hur  18  Jul 
(LA)  marked  the  first  summer  occurrence  for 
Searcy  and  was  suggestive  of  a rare  Arkansas 
breeding  attempt.  Eleven  Chuck-will’s-wid- 
ows  found  during  a predawn  census  in  DeSo- 
to,  LA  12  Jun  (HH)  established  a new  high 
count  for  Louisiana.  A Northern  Flicker  in  n. 
Lafourche  3 Jun  (EIJ)  was  well  s.  of  known 
breeding  areas. 

Continuing  from  May,  possibly  as  many  as 
10  territorial  Willow  Flycatchers  were  moni- 
tored through  the  period  at  six  locations  in 
the  Shreveport-Bossier  City  area,  mainly  in 
thickets  along  the  Red  R.  (TD);  this  is  the 
only  currently  known  breeding  area  in 


Louisiana.  A Western  Kingbird  in  Vennilion  6 
Jun  (Bill  Vermillion)  tied  the  late  date  for  a 
spring  transient  near  the  coast.  A rare  Gray 
Kingbird  at  Trinity  I.  10-11  Jun  (ph.  JBo,  EJR) 
is  probably  best  treated  as  a different  individ- 
ual from  the  one  found  at  the  same  location  in 
late  May.  There  were  several  Arkansas  reports 
of  Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  at  or  just  beyond 
the  e.  periphery  of  their  breeding  range,  most 
notable  of  which  were  a female  on  a nest  near 
Jonesboro,  Craighead  23  Jun  (D&SB,  AL),  a 
probable  family  group  of  5 at  Crossett,  Ashley 
5 Jul  QaiTies  & Ann  Nelson),  and  an  ad.  in 
Chicot  27  Jul  (about  3rd-4th  county  record; 
KN,  DB). 

VIREOS  THROUGH  WREN 

At  least  7 Bell’s  Vireos  in  Benton,  including  at 
least  3 territorial  males  at  Chesney  Prairie 
N.A.  13  Jun  0CN)j  snd  another  near  there 
plus  2 at  Stump  Prairie  15  Jun  Joe 

Woolbright),  were  an  encouraging  sign  that 
local  habitat  management  efforts  may  be  pro- 
ducing positive  results  after  years  of  declines 
for  the  species  in  nw.  Arkansas.  The  presence 
of  a probable  pair  of  Black-whiskered  Vireos 
at  Grand  Isle  6 Jul  (DPM,  vt.  PAW)  added  to 
the  body  of  circumstantial  evidence  that  a 
few  occasionally  breed  on  the  island.  Tree 
Swallows  again  nested  at  Cotile  L.,  Rapides, 
LA,  where  8 were  noted  1 Jun,  including  3 
large  young  being  fed  at  the  entrance  of  a cav- 
ity in  a cypress  snag  QVH).  A Tree  Swallow 
and  a Bank  Swallow  at  M.S.E  29  Jun  QTS  et 
al.)  were  likely  wandering  post-breeders  or 
very  early  fall  transients.  There  were  several 
interesting  Louisiana  reports  of  Northern 
Rough-winged  Swallows,  including  a pre- 
sumed late  migrant  at  Cameron  1 Jun  (JTS, 
JVR),  16  of  uncertain  status  (s.  of  known 
breeding  areas)  found  in  Plaquemines/Orleans 
14-15  Jim  (DPM),  and  68  (possible  breed- 
ers?) at  Thistlethwaite  W.M.A.,  St.  Landry  28 
Jun  (BMM).  Cliff  Swallows  continue  to 
spread  in  the  Baton  Rouge  area,  with  30-i-  on 
15  Jun  at  a colony  discovered  last  summer  at 
St.  Gabriel,  and  120-i  found  at  a new  colony 
near  there  5 Jul  QVR);  a conservative  com- 
bined estimate  of  1700  ads.  at  two  colonies 
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on  the  Red  R.,  s.  Caddo  10  Jun  smashed  the 
Louisiana  single  day  breeding  season  high 
count,  and  another  800  were  reported  from  a 
3rd  colony  in  Red  River  11  Jun  (HH,  David 
Oliver,  Jesse  Wisterman).  Continued  reports 
of  a few  White-breasted  Nuthatches  in  the 
Alexandria  area,  Rapides  (JVH)  would  seem 
to  all  but  clinch  the  presence  of  a small 
breeding  population  in  cen.  Louisiana.  A 
singing  Bewick’s  Wren  in  Benton  8 Jun 
(MAM,  JBr)  could  not  be  subsequently  relo- 
cated but  still  provided  a rare  breeding  sea- 
son occurrence. 

CATBIRD  THROUGH  GOLDFINCH 

Whether  previously  overlooked  or  a recent 
invasion,  5 Gray  Catbirds,  including  3 
singing  individuals,  on  the  Cameron  bound- 
ary s.  of  Holmwood,  Calcasieu  1 Jun,  and  2 
more  found  somewhat  farther  s.  at  the 
Cameron  Prairie  N.W.R.  headquarters, 
Cameron  13  Jul  (all  JTS,  JVR),  provided  cir- 


cumstantial evidence  of  a modest  breeding 
presence  in  the  dense  privet-dominated 
hedgerows  in  the  area.  A scarce  breeder  in 
Arkansas,  2 Cedar  Waxwings  were  observed 
gathering  nest  material  at  C.F.H.  13  Jul 
(MAM,  Joanie  Patterson).  A singing  territori- 
al male  Yellow  Warbler  near  Bassett,  Missis- 
sippi 28  Jun  (LA)  was  suggestive  of  a rare 
Arkansas  breeding  attempt  away  from  the 
Ozarks  Region.  Eastern  Towhees  are  inexpli- 
cably scarce  in  nw.  Louisiana,  so  a juv.  along 
the  Red  R.  at  Shreveport  27  Jul  was  consid- 
ered noteworthy  (TD).  Similar  to  last  sum- 
mer, a Lark  Sparrow  near  Kelso  19  Jul 
(D&SB)  was  most  likely  a rare  (and  early)  fall 
migrant.  A White-throated  Sparrow  at  Blan- 
chard, Caddo  4 Jun  (JfT)  tied  the  late  spring 
date  for  Louisiana.  A real  puzzler  was  a report 
of  2 Indigo  Buntings  associated  with  an  ap- 
parent “corrective”  upriver  flight  of  dozens  of 
early  migrant  Orchard  Orioles  in  the  Buras 
area,  lower  Plaquemines  13  Jul  (DPM,  PAW); 


the  species  is  virtually  unrecorded  on  or  near 
the  coast  prior  to  mid-Aug  and  extremely 
rare  there  before  mid-Sep.  A very  late  Ameri- 
can Goldfinch  at  a feeder  in  Covington  19 
Jun  (Marlyn  & Harvey  Patten)  was  noted  as 
being  obviously  unhealthy. 

Initialed  observers  (subregional  editors  bold- 
faced): Leif  Anderson,  Dick  Baxter,  Sarah  Bax- 
ter, Justin  Bosler  (JBo),  Dennis  Braddy  (DBr), 
Jacque  Brown  (JBr),  Murrell  Butler,  Steven  W. 
Cardiff  (Louisiana),  Paul  E.  Conover,  Terry 
Davis,  Bill  Fontenot,  Hubert  Hervey,  Jay  V. 
Huner,  Erik  I.  Johnson,  Adam  Leslie,  Michael 
A.  Mlodinow,  David  E Muth,  B.  Mac  Myers, 
Joseph  C.  Neal  (Arkansas),  Kenny  Nichols, 
LaDonna  Nichols,  David  Oakley,  E.  J.  Raynor, 
J.  V.  Remsen,  Dan  Scheiman,  Joshua  T.  Sylvest, 
Jeff  Trahan  (JfT),  Phillip  A.  Wallace.  © 
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I Northern  Canada 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
SHOREBIRDS 

It  was  a scene  of  intense  beauty  and 
drama  as  a pair  of  Snow  Geese  ap- 
parently nesting  high  on  the  cliffs  at 
Arctic  Bay,  Nunavut  narrowly  sur- 
vived a Peregrine  Falcon  attack  7 Jul 
(CK).  A total  of  1500  Brant  was 
° recorded  at  Akimiski  I.,  Nunavut  4- 
5 Jun  (KA,  JI  et  al).  An  aerial  survey 
in  early  Jun  recorded  an  estimated 
110,000  Canada  Geese  in  the  s. 
James  Bay,  which  is  fh"htly 
above  the  long-term  average 
(KA).  A record-high  count  of 
350  Gadwalls  was  recorded  at 
the  Whitehorse  sewage 
ponds,  s.  Yukon  30  Jul  (CE).  Two  fe- 
male Black  Scoters  on  Great  Slave  L., 

NWT  1 Jul  were  unexpected  (RKn, 

RKo,  EET).  A female  Common  Golden- 
eye at  Cambridge  Bay,  Nunavut  (RKn, 

RKo,  EET)  was  well  n.  of  its  normal 
range.  A Hooded  Merganser,  rare  in  the 
Yukon,  was  reported  from  Coot  L.,  s.  of 
Felly  Crossing  4 Jul  (GD).  Four  Yellow- 
billed Loons  were  seen  at  Cambridge 
Bay,  Nunavut  5 Jul  (RKn,  RKo,  EET). 
Double-crested  Cormorants  were  re- 


ported well  nw.  of  their  normal  range,  ^ white-throated  Sparrow,  a species  casualin  the  Beaufort  Sea  re- 
with  one  at  Five  Mile  L.,  near  Mayo,  gion,  was  singing  on  territory  at  Herschel  island,  northern  Yukon  Ter- 
cen.  Yukon  14-15  Jun  (MoO,  LH,  ph.  ritory  12  (here)  through  17  June  2008.  fey Mcetemey. 


MOD),  and  another  400  km  due  n.  at  Midway 
L.,  along  the  Dempster  Hwy.,  NWT  14  Jun 
(DB).  Lemmings  were  moderately  abundant 
around  Iqaluit,  Nunavut  this  year,  providing 
prey  for  an  active  Rough-legged  Hawk  nest 
found  along  Tarr  Inlet  7 Jul  (DH). 

Late  spring  migrant  shorebirds  at  Akimiski 
I.,  Nunavut  included  85  Black-bellied 
Plovers,  5 Red  Knots,  4 Sanderlings,  and  130 
Dunlins  2 Jun,  and  a fallout  of  15  shorebird 
species,  including  71  Black-bellied  Plovers 
and  10  Red  Knots,  on  3 jun;  in  fact,  the  pas- 


Extreme  and  unpredictable  weather  con- 
tinues to  dominate  conditions  in  the 
North.  Southern  Yukon  experienced 
the  coldest  and  wettest  summer  on  record, 
complete  with  early  June  snow  storms, 
whereas  the  Beaufort  Coast  had  a sizzling  hot 
early  summer  with  a rapid  retreat  of  sea  ice. 
Once  again,  we  very  much  appreciate  the  con- 
tribution to  the  summer  season  report  made 
by  visitors  to  the  North  and  researchers  in  re- 
mote locations  who  took  the  time  to  organize 
and  submit  their  observations. 


Cameron  D.  Eckert 
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Surfbirds  are  extremely  rare  in  Yukon  Territory  anywhere 
other  than  an  their  breeding  grounds.  This  late  migrant 
was  seen  on  the  shores  of  Kluane  Lake,  in  southwestern 
Yukon,  6 June  2008.  Photograph  by  Greg  Kubka. 

sage  of  High  Arctic  shorebirds  at  Akimiski 
continued  through  mid-Jun  (KA,  JI,  MP  et 
ah).  Semipalmated  Plover  and  Killdeer  nests 
being  monitored  at  Akimiski  I.  were  wiped 
out  by  a very  high  tide  8 Jun;  they  subse- 
quently re-nested,  with  the  first  Semipalmat- 
ed Plovers  hatching  24  Jun,  though  depreda- 
tion by  Red  Foxes,  Common  Ravens,  Ameri- 
can Crows,  and  Herring  Gulls  was  high  (KA, 
Jl,  MP  et  ah).  Counts  of  19  and  42  Hudsonian 
Godwits  recorded  at  Akimiski  I.,  Nunavut  on 
10  & 11  Jun  were  notable  in  that  the  majori- 
ty was  breeding  males,  making  it  unclear  if 
the  birds  were  late  migrants,  early  failed 
breeders,  or  non-breeders  (KA,  JI,  MP  et  al). 
Two  noteworthy  shorebird  nests  found  in  the 
Cambridge  Bay,  Nunavut  area  were  a Black- 
bellied  Plover  nest  with  four  eggs  4 Jul,  and  a 
Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  nest  with  four  eggs  5 
Jul  (RKn,  RKo,  EET).  An  ad.  Ruddy  Turn- 
stone, a very  rare  migrant  in  s.  Yukon,  was  at 
the  Whitehorse  sewage  ponds  28  Jul  (ph.  BD, 
HG).  An  ad.  Surfbird,  apparently  a late  mi- 
grant and  highly  unusual  anywhere  other 
than  their  nesting  grounds,  was  seen  on  the 
shore  of  Kluane  L.,  sw.  Yukon  6 Jun  (GK,  LK). 
Tombstone  Territorial  Park  in  cen.  Yukon  is 
perhaps  the  best  place  in  the  world  to  see 
Surfbirds  on  their  nesting  grounds;  reports 
this  season  included  2 at  Goldensides  Mt.  10 
Jun  (DB),  a flock  of  5 at  Charcoal  Mt.  14  Jun 
(ph.  CE),  and  2 at  Surfbird  Mt.  15  Jun  (ph. 
CE).  Two  ad.  Sanderlings  and  a flock  of  110 
Red-necked  Phalaropes  kicked  off  the  fall 
shorebird  migration  at  the  Whitehorse 
sewage  ponds,  s.  Yukon  19  Jul  (CE,  HG,  CO). 

GULLS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Rare  summer  gulls  in  s.  Yukon  included  a Lit- 
tle Gull  with  3 Sabine’s  Gulls  reported  from 
Kluane  L.  5 Jun  (KT),  a second-cycle  Califor- 
nia Gull  in  Whitehorse  28  Jul  (ph.  CE),  a sec- 
ond-cycle Glaucous-winged  Gull  at  Little 
Atlin  L.  3 Jul  (ph.  CE),  and  an  ad.  Sabine’s 


Gull  in  Whitehorse  21  Jul  (HG,  JP).  An  ad. 
Thayer’s  Gull  was  unexpected  in  Inuvik,  NWT 
12-13  Jun  (DB);  even  more  unusual  was  an  ad. 
Thayer’s  Gull  at  Pickhandle  L.,  sw.  Yukon  17 
Jun  (HG).  Four  Thayer’s  Gulls  were  seen 
along  the  coast  w.  of  Cambridge  Bay,  Nunavut 
6 Jul  (RKn,  RKo,  EET).  Two  pairs  of  Ross’s 
Gulls,  always  a highlight,  nested  at  Nasaru- 
vaalik  I.,  Nunavut  this  season,  with  a one-day 
high  count  of  6 ads.  (MM,  ph.  KB,  JB).  A flock 
of  9 Ivory  Gulls  made  a delightful  flyby  at 
Herschel  I.,  n.  Yukon  7 Jun  (AK,  PM,  MNk 

The  same  Whitehorse  yard  that  hosted  the 
Region’s  first  Lesser  Goldfinch  in  2006  pro- 
duced the  Yukon’s  first  and  Canada’s  2nd  Ori- 
ental Turtle-Dove  30  Jun  (ph.  HG);  unfortu- 
nately, this  Asian  mega-rarity  lingered  only  a 
minute  before  taking  off,  never  to  be  seen 
again.  A Eurasian  Collared-Dove,  the  Yukon’s 
2nd,  frequented  a Teslin  yard  in  early  Jun  (ph. 
BC).  Five  Snowy  Owl  nests  found  at  Herschel 
I.,  n.  Yukon  in  Jun  were  indicative  of  the  abun- 
dant Brown  Lemming  population  on  the  is- 
land this  year  (FD,  SG).  A Great  Gray  Owl  was 
a nice  find  on  a Parks  interpretive  walk  along 
the  Dezadeash  R.  trail,  sw.  Yukon  6 Jul  (LF). 

An  early  Jun  snowfall  in  the  Whitehorse 
area,  s.  Yukon  accounted  for  the  record-low 
number  of  Dusky  Flycatchers  (just  one) 
recorded  on  the  Mt.  McIntyre  B.B.S. 
route  22  Jun  (CE).  Yellow-bellied 
Flycatchers  are  sparsely  distributed 
across  the  nw.  portion  of  their  range; 
reports  this  year  included  one 
singing  at  Nitainlaii  Territorial  Park, 
nw.  NWT  13  Jun  (DB),  one  singing 
at  Snafu  L.,  s.  Yukon  3-5  Jul  (ph. 

CE),  and  another  at  Long  L.  in 
Whitehorse,  s.  Yukon  22  Jul  QP).  A 
singing  Pacific-slope  Flycatcher  was 
reported  from  Rancheria  Falls,  se. 

Yukon  30  Jun  (GD).  An  amazing 
concentration  of  about  2000  Bank 
Swallows  was  observed  at  the 
Whitehorse  sewage  ponds  19  Jul 
(CE,  HG,  CO).  A small  flock  of 
about  3 Gray-headed  Chickadees 
was  reported  from  Sheep  Cr.,  Vuntut 
N.R,  n.  Yukon  16  Jul  (BB).  A detailed  account 
of  nesting  Northern  Wheatears  with  compar- 
isons to  2007  was  provided  by  observers  at 
Iqaluit,  Nunavut  (DH,  ED,  MM,  SS).  This 
year,  a total  of  10  active  nests  was  found,  plus 
three  fledged  broods  whose  nests  were  not 
found.  The  breeding  season  was  at  least  two 
weeks  earlier  this  year  than  in  2007;  the  first 
newly  fledged  brood  was  seen  27,  Jun  as  com- 
pared to  13  Jul  in  2007.  Two  late  nests  found 
in  areas  where  early  broods  had  fledged  may 
have  been  genuine  second  broods,  which  is 
unusual  in  the  Arctic;  but  this  could  not  be 


proved,  as  the  ads.  were  not  banded.  None  of 
the  nest  sites  used  in  2007  were  used  again  in 
2007,  although  the  distribution  of  breeding 
birds  was  much  the  same  in  the  two  years. 
Further,  only  one  of  18  ads.  banded  in  2007 
was  seen  in  2008.  Elsewhere  in  the  Region,  a 
pair  of  Northern  Wheatears  was  seen  at  Arc- 
tic Bay,  Nunavut  28  Jun  (ph.  CK);  and  obser- 
vations from  the  Dempster  Hwy.,  cen.  Yukon 
included  a pair  at  km  462  in  the  Richardson 
Mts.  14  Jun  (DB),  a male  on  Charcoal  Ridge, 
in  Tombstone  Park  14  Jun  (ph.  CE),  a pair  at 
Surfbird  Mountain  in  Tombstone  Park  15  Jun 
(CE),  and  a female  on  Goldensides  Mt.  also  in 
Tombstone  16  Jun  (CE,  PS). 

A pair  of  American  Robins,  a rare  wander 
to  the  far  North,  was  seen  in  Iqaluit,  Nunavut 
13  Jul  (SS).  A Gray  Catbird,  casual  in  North- 
west Territories,  was  heard  singing  along  the 
Ingraham  Trail,  e.  of  Yellowknife  1 Jul  (RKn, 
RKo,  EET).  A vagrant  Gray  Catbird  and 
Northern  Mockingbird  were  seen  on  Akimis- 
ki I.,  Nunavut  25  Jun  (KA,  MP  et  ah).  Cedar 
Waxwing  is  a rare  breeder  in  s.  Yukon;  4 were 
seen  at  L.  Laberge  16  jun  (DB),  and  a nest 
found  in  Whitehorse  4 Jul  held  5 nestlings  21 
Jul  (ph.  AB,  JP).  Four  Cedar  Waxwings  (one 
ad.,  3 juvs.)  reported  from  Faro  16  Jul  (TJ,  CJ) 
provided  the  first  cen.  Yukon  record.  Two 


Tennessee  Warblers,  at  the  n.  edge  of  their 
range  in  cen.  Yukon,  were  heard  near  km  140 
of  the  Dempster  Hwy.  2 Jul  (TG).  Herschel  l.’s 
first-ever  warbler  records  were  a long  time 
coming,  and  bird  surveys  on  the  island  this 
year  produced  two;  a male  Yellow-rimiped 
Warbler  first  seen  30  May  was  seen  most  days 
through  mid-jun  (SG,  ph.  AK),  and  a female 
Yellow  Warbler  was  there  in  early  Jun  (SG, 
ph.  AK).  An  ad.  male  American  Redstart,  rare 
in  sw.  Yukon,  was  seen  along  the  Dezadeash 
R.  trail  in  Haines  Junction  5 & 16  Jun  (DB; 
MH);  rarer  still  was  an  Ovenbird,  about  500 


It  seems  there  are  few  limits  to  the  expansion  of  the  Eurasian  Collared- 
Dove;  this  individual  (here  3 June  2008)  frequented  a yard  in  Teslin, 
Yukon  Territory  through  mid-June.  Photograph  by  Bonar  Cooky. 
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km  w.  of  its  range,  singing  at  the  Dezadeash  R. 
trail  5Jun  (DB). 

Observers  at  Akimiski  I.,  Nunavut  reported 
6 Le  Conte’s  Sparrows  14-15  Jun  and  a Nel- 
son’s Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  (subspecies  al- 
tei'us)  15  Jun  (KA,  MP  et  ah).  A singing 
White-throated  Sparrow  provided  the  first 
record  for  Herschel  1.,  n.  Yukon  12-17  Jun 
(SG,  ph.  AK).  A White-throated  Sparrow  w.  of 
its  normal  range  was  singing  at  Snafu  L.,  s. 
Yukon  from  late  Jun  through  1 1 Jul  (PS;  ph. 
CE;  TG;  RR).  The  first  fledgling  Snow 
Buntings  (3)  of  the  season  were  noted  at  Arc- 
tic Bay,  Nunavut  10  Jul  (CK).  Studies  of  Rusty 


Blackbird  and  their  breeding  habitats  contin- 
ue to  produce  results;  in  sw.  Yukon,  a nest 
with  4 young  was  found  at  Lloyd  Keith  Ponds 
29  Jun,  and  a pair  of  ads.  with  3 flying  young 
were  seen  the  same  day  at  the  Jarvis  R.  (JB). 
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Prairie  Provinces 


This  Barrow's  Goldeneye  was  about  the  tenth  for  the  Churchill,  Manitoba  area.  All 
records  have  been  in  June  and  July;  this  one  was  photographed  on  12  June  2008. 
Photograph  by  Bruce  Di  Labio. 


This  Pacific  Loon,  present  at  Lower  Kananaskis  Lake  from  6 through  13  (here  12) 
July  2008,  was  photographed  from  a kayak.  It  was  one  of  two  birds  noted  during 
the  season  in  southern  Alberta;  the  other  was  at  Astotin  Lake,  Elk  Island  National 
Park,  on  29  June.  Photograph  by  Bob  Lee. 


Rudolf  F.  Koes 
Peter  Taylor 


Fears  of  a possible  drought  due  to  the 
dr)'  spring  were  alleviated  by  a wet  and 
cool  June  and  July.  In  southern  Alberta, 
the  large  amount  of  moisture  wreaked  havoc 
with  the  nesting  success  of  Canada  Geese, 
American  Coots,  and  probably  other  species. 
Rainfall  was  patchier  farther  east,  but  general- 
ly quite  high.  Temperatures  averaged  several 
degrees  below  normal,  rarely  reaching  30°  C. 
Spring  migration  of  shorebirds,  flycatchers, 
vireos,  and  warblers  was  very  late  and  lasted 
well  into  June.  As  a result,  breeding  com- 
menced later  than  usual  for  numerous 
species,  most  notably  shorebirds  along  the 
Hudson  Bay  coast. 

GEESE  THROUGH  FALCONS 

A pair  of  Tundra  Swans  returned  to  Patience 
L.,  SK,  but  breeding  was  not  confirmed  (PH). 
A female  Wood  Duck  with  a brood  of  4 near 
Estuary,  SK  1 Jul  may  represent  the  southwest- 
ernmost  breeding  in  Saskatchewan  (RD,  PS). 
Out  of  range  were  a Barrow’s  Goldeneye  at 
Churchill,  MB  12  Jun  (C.N.S.C.,  m.ob.)  and  a 
Ruddy  Duck  at  Poplar  R.,  MB  17-22  Jun  (RM). 
A Rock  Ptarmigan  at  Churchill  8-11  Jun,  at 


least  a month  later  than  usual, 
was  a rare  treat  for  several  bird- 
ing  tours  (BD,  LB,  m.ob.).  Sin- 
gle ad.  Pacific  Loons  at  Astotin 
L.,  Elk  Island  N.P.  29  Jun  (RKo, 

RKn,  EET)  and  Lower 
Kananaskis  L.  6-13  Jul  (BL,  ph., 
m.ob.)  may  represent  the  first 
summer  records  for  s.  Alberta. 

A Red-necked  Grebe  was  a 
Churchill  rarity  7 Jun  (BC). 

Least  Bitterns  were  noted  in 
good  numbers  in  Manitoba’s 
Interlake  region  (RB);  one  at 
Riding  Mountain  N.P.,  MB 
about  22  Jun  was  unexpected 
(R&IP).  A Great  Egret  at 
Churchill  3 Jul  was  the  first  for 
the  well-birded  area  (RM,  ph.). 

A Green  Heron  at  Oak  Ham- 
mock Marsh,  MB  29  Jun  was  a 
good  find  (F&JM),  as  was  a 
Red-shouldered  Hawk  at  Hecla 
I.,  MB  16  Jun  (BS).  Swainson’s 
Hawks  enjoyed  good  produc- 
tivity between  Herbert  and 
Regina,  SK,  with  an  average  of 
2.57  chicks/nest  QC),  but  near 
Kindersley,  SK  the  average  was 
a paltry  0.73  young/nest,  at- 
tributed to  a local  crash  in 
Richardson’s  Ground-Squirrel 
numbers  (SH).  The  species  did  well  in  s.  Al- 
berta. Three  young  fledged  from  a Peregrine 
Falcon  nest  in  Brandon,  MB,  but  the  chicks  at 
a Winnipeg,  MB  nest  drowned  in  a torrential 
downpour  (fide  TM). 

RAILS  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

Although  some  notable  Yellow  Rail  concentra- 


tions were  found  in  s.  Manitoba,  such  as  20+  at 
the  Brokenhead  Swamp,  rains  may  have  come 
too  late  for  good  breeding  success  (RB).  One 
25-ha  study  plot  at  Churchill  held  12  calling 
birds  in  Jul  (NS,  TJ  et  al).  ’Virginia  Rails  are 
scarce  in  Alberta,  so  a sighting  of  2 ads.  and  8+ 
chicks  near  Gibbons  3 Jul  was  notable  (THd). 
At  least  2 American  Coots  frequented  various 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


PRAIRIE  PROVINCES 


This  immature  Black-legged  Kittiwake,  present  briefly  on  4 June  2008,  represented  just  the  sixth  record  for  Churchill,  Mani- 
toba. There  are  only  two  other  records  for  the  province  from  other  locations.  Photograph  by  Tom  Johnson. 


The  third  Say's  Phoebe  for  Churchill,  Manitoba  was  found  on  1 July 
2008.  It  was  one  of  several  outstanding  rarities  noted  in  the  area 
during  the  June  and  July.  Photograph  by  Tom  Johnson. 

Churchill  locations  3-10  Jun  (m.ob.). 

Black-necked  Stilt  numbers  continue  to 
climb  in  s.  Alberta  (fide  TK).  A pair  with  2+ 
juvs.  near  Kindersley,  SK  late  Jun  provided  a 
new  breeding  location  QH);  another  2 were 
noted  at  Wadena  Wetlands,  SK  4 Jul  (SW). 
Four  American  Woodcocks  were  flushed 
during  Golden-winged  Warbler  searches  in 
and  near  the  Porcupine  Hills  in  early  Jul:  3 in 
Manitoba  and  one  just  over  the  border  in 
Saskatchewan  (CA).  Notable  gull  sightings 
included  a Thayer’s  at  Calgary,  AB  4-6  Jun 
(TK),  a Glaucous  at  Clearwater  Lake  PP,  MB 
19  Jul  (RS),  a Black-legged  Kittiwake  at 
Churchill,  about  the  8th  for  Manitoba  (TJ  et 
ah),  and  up  to  3 Ross’s  Gulls,  elusive  as  ever. 


at  Churchill  in  earlyjun  (BC,  m.ob.). 

A Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  at  Morris, 
MB  21  Jul  was  rare  (G62:JG).  This  year’s 
increase  in  Burrowing  Owl  sightings  in 
Manitoba  was  tempered  by  the  belief 
that  many  birds  were  wanderers  from 
elsewhere  in  the  range  (KDS).  No  Great 
Gray  Owls  were  found  nesting  in  s. 
Manitoba  (JidcJD).  A Black  Swift,  seen 
2 Jun  at  the  West  Block  of  Cypress  Hills 
PR  during  a Big  Day  effort,  represents 
the  2nd  record  for  Saskatchewan  if  ac- 
cepted (THc,  PP).  Up  to  4 Chimney 
Swifts  returned  to  Estevan,  SK,  at  the  w. 
limit  of  their  range  (m.ob.).  A Selaspho- 
nis  hummingbird  at  Beauval,  SK  1 Jul 
was  believed  to  be  a Rufous  (fide  THe). 

PASSERINES 

Late  migrating  Olive-sided  Flycatchers, 
all  in  s.  Manitoba,  were  at  Lyleton  15 
Jun  (RKo,  MNS),  Winnipeg  16  Jun 
(RKo),  Grosse  Isle  19  Jun  (KG),  and 
near  Teulon  19  Jun  (PT).  A Say’s  Phoebe  at 
Churchill  1 Jul  was  about  the  3rd  for  the  area 
(TJ  et  al.).  A Western  Kingbird  at  Beaverhill 
L.,  AB  29  Jun  was  a good  find  (EFT).  Marked 
increases  of  both  Western  and  Eastern  King- 
birds were  noted  in  s.  Saskatchewan,  especial- 
ly in  the  Regina  region  (GK).  A recently 
fledged  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  14  Jul  provid- 
ed Regina,  SK  with  its  first  confirmed  breed- 
ing (THe).  A Northern  Wheatear  was  report- 
ed without  details  at  Banff  N.P.,  AB  16  Jun 
(P&JW,  fide  IH),  while  a Mountain  Bluebird 
was  at  Churchill  4 Jun  (MM).  Northerly 
Northern  Mockingbirds  were  seen  at  Carrot 
Valley  lOJun  (DR),  at  Churchill  13  Jun  (RKn, 
EFT),  and  singing  about  50  km  s.  of  Ponton 


22  Jun  (PT),  all  in  Manitoba.  Rare  in 
Saskatchewan  was  a Sage  Thrasher  in  the  Bit- 
ter L.  area  31  May  (RD).  Sprague’s  Pipits  were 
noted  at  159  sites  in  s.  Manitoba  (KDS). 

Encouraging  numbers  of  Golden-winged 
Warblers  were  found  in  Manitoba  during  in- 
tensive surveys  (CA).  Among  them  was  a 
Brewster’s  Warbler  (or  possibly  a Brewster’s 
back-cross)  near  Trentham  7 Jun  (CA,  ph.); 
the  only  other  Brewster’s  reported  in  Manitoba 
was  in  1932.  Other  noteworthy  warblers  were 
single  Black-throated  Blues  at  Headingley  MB 
1 Jun  (BS)  and  Brandon,  MB  9 Jun  (BR),  Al- 
berta’s 6th  Hooded  10  Jun  (CC  et  al.),  and  a 
Yellow-breasted  Chat  at  Whiteshell  P.P,  MB  15 
Jun  (HH).  A Brewer’s  Sparrow  in  the  hills  sw. 
of  Calgary  19  & 26  Jul  was  unexpected  (TK), 
as  was  a Lark  Sparrow  at  Churchill  7-8  Jun 
(PR,  m.ob.).  While  Grasshopper  Sparrows 
were  tallied  at  55  sites  in  s.  Manitoba,  Baird’s 
Sparrows  declined  to  just  a handful  (KDS). 
Likewise,  the  latter  species  fared  poorly  in  Al- 
berta, with  reports  from  only  two  sites  (fide 
TK).  A Dark-eyed  Junco  nest  in  a hanging 
flower  pot  in  a Winnipeg  suburb,  with  nary  a 
conifer  in  sight,  was  unprecedented  (F&CL, 
m.ob.). 

Northern  Cardinal  sightings  keep  increas- 
ing in  the  Calgary  area;  at  least  2 or  3 were 
noted  during  the  period  (m.ob.).  A male  has 
been  present  in  Edmonton,  AB  since  2005. 
Other  rarities  were  a Lazuli  Bunting  near  Pier- 
son, MB  17  Jul  (R&MW),  Dickcissels  near 
Douglas,  MB  25  Jun  (KDS)  and  at  Gretna,  MB 
the  first  half  of  Jul  (A&DS),  and  a Bobolink 
near  Mallows  L.,  AB  2 Jun  (FW).  White- 
winged Crossbills  were  widely  reported 
across  s.  Manitoba,  especially  in  Jul. 
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Northern  Great  Plains 


Ron  Martin 


The  first  half  of  June  was  very  cool  and 
wet,  a continuation  of  the  weather 
from  May.  The  remainder  of  the  season 
featured  average  temperatures  and  precipita- 
tion, but  most  wetlands  remained  dry  or  very 
low.  There  were  good  numbers  of  late  mi- 
grants, particularly  shorebirds,  flycatchers, 
and  warblers.  Nesting  was  late,  and  the  suc- 
cess rate  appeared  to  be  very  poor,  especially 
for  waterfowl.  Conservation  Reserve  Program 
grasslands  continue  to  disappear  by  the 
minute,  driven  by  expiring  contracts  and  high 
commodity  prices.  The  highlight  of  the  sea- 
son was  the  first  recorded  nesting  for  Cassin’s 
Sparrow  in  South  Dakota. 

GEESE  THROUGH  CRANES 

Snow  Geese  are  a regular  fixture  of  the  sum- 
mer season  in  the  Dakotas.  This  summer, 
there  were  10  reports  for  North  Dakota  and 
four  for  South  Dakota.  Casual  in  North 
Dakota  in  summer.  Tundra  Swans  were  in 
Grand  Forks  9 Jul  (EEF)  and  in  Cass  13-31 
Jul  (DWR).  A peak  of  5 American  Black 
Ducks  was  counted  in  Grand  Forks,  ND  19 
Jun  (EEE).  Unusual  was  a pair  of  Greater 
Scaup  in  Burke,  ND  15  Jun  (REM).  The 
Glossy  Ibis  at  Bowdoin  N.W.R.,  MT  8 Jun 
was  likely  the  same  bird  reported  in  the 
spring  season  (p.a.,  BW).  A dark-morph 
Broad-winged  Hawk  was  late  at  Westby  MT 
16  Jun  (TN).  Sixty-five  young  Cooper’s 
Hawks  were  counted  at  17  nests  in  Jul  in 
Grand  Forks,  ND  (TGD).  A male  Peregrine 
Falcon  fledged  from  a nest  on  a water  tower 
in  Grand  Forks,  ND;  unfortunately,  the  bird 
was  killed  when  it  struck  a utility  line.  This 
represents  the  2nd  breeding  location  in  the 
state.  Sandhill  Cranes  made  another  good 
showing  in  North  Dakota  after  two  breeding 
confirmations  last  year.  Adults  with  young 
were  seen  again  in  McFIcnry  27  Jul  (REM). 
Another  pair  with  a single  colt  in  Pembina 
22-30  Jul  (DJD,  DOE)  furnished  the  first 
nesting  for  that  county.  Three  additional 
pairs  were  noted  in  McHenry,  Pembina,  and 
Walsh,  ND.  In  South  Dakota,  3 Sandhill 
Cranes  were  in  Butte  8 Jun  (SW),  and  one 


was  in  Bennett  20  Jul  OLB).  Three 
Whooping  Cranes  from  the  Wis- 
consin reintroduction  were  seen  6 
Jun  in  Stutsman,  ND. 

SHOREBIRDS 
THROUGH  RAVEN 

Snowy  Plovers  nested  again  this 
year  at  Long  Lake  N.W.R.,  ND.  Four 
nests  were  found  in  late  Jun,  and  all 
successfully  fledged  young  (p.a., 
PCV,  MJR).  There  was  one  other  report  of  a 
single  bird  in  Kidder,  ND  10  Jun  (p.a.,  DCB, 
SAF).  A potential  4th  record  for  South  Dako- 
ta, a Ruff  was  seen  in  Hughes  5 Jul  (p.a., 
RDO).  The  9th  report  for  South  Dakota,  a 
White-winged  Dove  was  in  Brown  3 Jun 
(p.a.,  DST,  GO);  and  the  9th  report  for  North 
Dakota,  2 White-winged  Doves  were  first 
seen  29  May  in  Walsli  and  remained  for  about 
a week  (p.a.,  DOE).  Accidental  in  summer,  a 
Snowy  Owl  was  in  the  Sheyenne  National 
Grassland,  ND  4 Jun  (p.a.,  DNS,  MAG).  Bur- 
rowing Owls  continue  to  reclaim  nesting  ar- 
eas e.  of  the  Missouri  R.  in  the  Dakotas.  Ten 
pairs  were  noted  e.  of  the  river  in  North 
Dakota,  with  a pair  in  Towner  the  farthest  ne. 
(CD).  In  South  Dakota,  7 were  seen  29-31  Jul 
in  Minnehaha,  the  first  in  the  county  in  many 
years  (TS).  A rare  nesting  record  for  South 
Dakota,  a pair  of  Barred  Owls  fledged  young 
in  Newton  Hills  S.P  (TS). 

A new  high  count  for  North  Dakota,  18 
Western  Wood-Pewees  were  tallied  in  Williams 
and  McKenzie  26  Jul  (CDE,  SDL).  Also  a new 
high  count  for  North  Dakota,  70  Alder  Fly- 
catchers were  in  Oak  Park  in  Minot  3 Jun 
(REM).  Alder  Flycatchers  were  late  7 Jun  in 
Clay  and  Minnehaha,  SD  (DS,  JSB).  Still  very 
rare  in  South  Dakota,  a Common  Raven  was  in 
Lawrence  15  Jun  (p.a.,  DGP). 

SWALLOWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Casual  in  Montana,  except  for  the  extreme  ne. 
corner  of  the  state,  a Purple  Martin  heading 
southward  over  Poplar  17  Jul  was  very  un- 
usual (LL).  Accidental  in  summer  in  North 
Dakota,  a Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  was  in  Em- 
mons 4 Jul  (p.a.,  CDE,  MAO).  A singing  Her- 
mit Thrush  18  Jul  in  Pembina,  ND  provided 
the  first  summer  record  for  the  state  (p.a., 
DOL).  Sprague’s  Pipits  made  a strong  showing 
this  summer  in  the  Region.  Nine  migrant  war- 
bler species  were  recorded  in  Jun  in  both 
Dakotas,  an  indication  of  the  late  migration. 
Very  unusual  in  Jul  in  Montana,  a Tennessee 
Warbler  was  in  Fort  Peck  2 Jul  QC).  The  first 
fall  migrant  Tennessee  Warbler  in  North 
Dakota  was  in  Steele  10  Jul  (DLK).  About  the 
15th  record  for  Montana,  a Black-throated 
Blue  Warbler  was  in  Carbon  10  Jun  (p.a.. 


RW).  A Scarlet  Tanager  in  McHenry,  ND  17 
Jun  provided  only  the  2nd  summer  observa- 
tion for  the  county  (REM). 

An  Eastern  Towhee  was  seen  16  & 19  Jun 
in  the  Turtle  Mts.  in  Bottineau,  ND  (REM). 
This  species  and  Spotted  Towhee  are  both  rare 
nesters  in  the  Turtle  Mts.  North  Dakota  host- 
ed very  few  Lark  Buntings  this  year.  A 
Cassin’s  Sparrow  17  Jun  in  Fall  River,  SD 
provided  the  3rd  record  for  the  state  (p.a., 
JSP).  The  4th  record,  and  the  first  nesting  for 
the  state,  was  documented  21  Jun  in  Penning- 
ton, when  birds  were  seen  carrying  food  for 
young  (p.a.,  DB).  Baird’s  Sparrow  numbers 
continue  to  be  low  in  cen.  North  Dakota.  Le 
Conte’s  Sparrow  numbers  were  very  low  this 
year  due  to  the  dry  conditions,  but  Nelson’s 
Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  had  another  stellar 
year.  An  out-of-place  Nelson’s  was  in  Valley, 
MT  24  Jul  (JC).  Four  Jun  observations  of 
White-throated  Sparrow  and  four  observa- 
tions for  Harris’s  Sparrow  were  above  average 
for  the  Dakotas.  Accidental  in  summer,  a 
Dark-eyed  Junco  was  in  Grand  Forks,  ND  5 
Jun  (p.a.,  EEF).  A possible  4th  record  for 
Montana,  a Northern  Cardinal  was  in  Big 
Horn  8 Jun  (p.a.,  TB). 

A potential  7th  record  for  Montana,  a Blue 
Grosbeak  was  in  Carbon  22  Jul;  3 were  in  the 
same  area  30  Jul  (p.a.,  BJ),  the  3rd  consecu- 
tive year  this  species  has  been  seen  in  the 
vicinity.  Two  juv.  White-winged  Crossbills  in 
Fort  Peck,  MT  30  Jul  indicated  some  early 
movement  (CC).  Pine  Siskins  were  seen  in 
higher-than-usual  numbers  throughout  the 
summer  in  North  Dakota,  and  fledglings  in 
Grand  Forks  1 1 Jul  provided  evidence  of  mul- 
tiple broods  this  year  (DOL). 
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MONTANA:  Tim  Barksdale,  Chuck  Carlson, 
John  Carlson,  Barb  Jaquith,  Lisa  Lister,  Ted 
Nordhagen,  Bart  Whelton,  Richard  Wolcott. 
NORTH  DAKOTA:  Dan  C.  Barth,  DeanJ.  DiT- 
ommaso,  Cami  Dixon,  Tim  G.  Driscoll,  Corey 
D.  Ellingson,  Steve  A.  Fasching,  Eve  E.  Free- 
berg,  Mark  A.  Gonzalez,  Dan  L.  Kubischta, 
Dave  O.  Lambeth,  Sherry  D.  Leslie,  Ron  E. 
Martin,  Mark  A.  Otnes,  Mike  J.  Rabenberg, 
Dean  W.  Riemer,  Dan  N.  Svingen,  Paul  C. 
VanNingen.  SOUTH  DAKOTA:  Doug  Back- 
lund,  Jocelyn  L.  Baker,  Gary  Olson,  Ricky  D. 
Olson,  Jeff  S.  Palmer,  D.  George  Prisbe,  Terry 
Sohl,  Dan  Streifel,  Dave  Swanson,  Scott 
Weins.  O 
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Perhaps  “normal”  typified  the  summer 
season:  it  was  a little  drier  than  normal 
in  some  areas,  but  probably  not  many 
areas  were  wetter.  A weak  pattern  of  south- 
eastern species  extending  northwestward 
continues  to  be  evident,  but  the  flow  of  sum- 
mer vagrants  from  the  Gulf  region  was  per- 
haps less  than  we  have  come  to  expect.  Both 
shorebirds  and  rails  continue  to  produce  un- 
expected records,  even  in  a “normal”  season. 

Abbreviations:  Cheyenne  Bottoms  (Cheyenne 
Bottoms  W.M.A.,  Barton,  KS);  Hackberry 
(Hackberry  Flat  W.M.A.,  Tillman,  OK);  Hul- 
tine  (Hultine  Waterfowl  Production  Area, 
Clay,  NE);  McConaughy  (L.  McConaughy, 
Keith,  NE);  Quivira  (Quivira  N.W.R.,  Stafford, 
KS);  Rainwater  Basin  (playas  in  s.-cen.  and  se. 
Nebraska);  Red  Slough  (Red  Slough  W.M.A., 
McCurtain,  OK);  Salt  Plains  (Salt  Plains 
N.W.R.,  Alfalfa,  OK). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CRANES 

Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks,  now  routine 
at  Red  Slough  in  extreme  se.  Oklahoma,  keep 
moving  northwestward  in  the  Region.  Five 
were  located  in  Major,  OK  5 Jun  (G&MK);  a 
female  with  7 young  was  later  located  in  Ma- 
jor; and  6 ads.  were  in  Major  and  Kingfisher, 
OK  22Jul  QAG,  JWA,  VF).  More  surprising 
was  a Black-bellied  in  Lancaster,  NE  21-25  Jul 
(GSc  et  al.;  ph.),  the  6th  for  Nebraska.  Among 
late  Arctic  geese  were  a Greater  White-front- 
ed Goose  summering  in  Madison,  NE  (MB); 
20  Snow  Geese  in  the  e.  Rainwater  Basin  22 
Jun  OGJ),  with  one  at  McConaughy  7 Jun 
(SJD);  a Ross’s  Goose  at  Hultine  2 Jun  (LE); 
and  single  Cackling  Geese  in  Otoe,  NE  1 Jun 
(L&CF),  and  the  e.  Rainwater  Basin  2 (LE)  & 
22  Jun  (Hultine;  JGJ)  that  may  have  been 


summering.  This  season,  the  most  notable 
summering  ducks  were  8 Green-winged  Teal 
in  Kiowa,  OK  26  Jun  (VF),  with  one  24  Jun  at 
Red  Slough  (DA  et  al.);  a Canvasback  at 
North  Platte  Sewage  Lagoon,  Lincoln,  NE  8 
Jul  (TJW);  2 Ring-necked  Ducks  at  Red 
Slough  3 Jun  (DA);  a female  Greater  Scaup  6 
Jun  and  22  Jul  in  Kingfisher,  OK  QAG  et  al); 
a female  Common  Goldeneye  in  Sarpy,  NE  8 
Jun  (L&BP);  and  a Red-breasted  Merganser  at 
L.  Ogallala,  Keith,  NE  7 Jun  (SJD).  The  Re- 
gion’s occasional  Mottled  Ducks  appeared  at 
Red  Slough  24  Jun  (BH,  FH)  and  Barton,  KS  6 
Jul  (MG,  NA). 

Unexpectedly  far  s.  was  a Horned  Grebe  at 
L.  Ogallala,  Keith,  NE  17  Jun  (TJW).  An  Eared 
Grebe  at  Salt  Plains  25  Jun  was  noteworthy 
QWA,  PB).  The  usual  “hundreds”  of  Western 
Grebes  were  at  McConaughy  (RE).  Clark’s 
Grebes  were  reported  from  Garden,  NE  (SJD), 
McConaughy  (RE,  ARy),  and  Kimball,  NE 
(AK).  Also  the  occasional  Regional  surprise,  a 
Brown  Pelican  was  found  in 
Stafford,  KS  11  Jun  (THe). 

Neotropic  Cormorants  appeared 
more  widely  in  the  Region  this 
season,  with  up  to  8 at  Red 
Slough  (DA  et  al);  others  includ- 
ed 7 (3  ads.,  4 juvs.)  at  Salt  Plains 
rookery  24  Jun  QWA,  RS),  5 in 
Kingfisher,  OK  22  Jul  QAG.JWA, 

VF),  3 at  Salt  Plains  28  Jul  (JAG, 

JWA),  one  at  Cheyenne  Bottoms  5 
(MG,  NA)  & 16  Jul  (SS),  and  one 
northward  to  Hultine  2-3  Jun 
(PD,  JGJ;  ph.).  The  Double-crest- 
ed/Neotropic  Cormorant  nest  at 
Salt  Plains  in  May  failed  (see  the 
spring  report;  JWA,  RS). 

Perhaps  harder  to  locate  in  re- 
cent years  away  from  Red  Slough, 

Least  Bitterns  included  singles  in 
Beaver,  OK  2 Jun  (EB),  Sarpy,  NE 
8 Jun-4  Jul  (L&BP),  Hultine  9 
Jun  (PD),  Thurston,  NE  19  Jun 
(BFH),  Sumner,  KS  19  Jul  (GY), 
and  Seward,  NE  28  Jul  OG).  Con- 
tinuing as  a now  disjunct  outpost 
for  American  Bittern  is  Red 
Slough,  this  season  hosting  as 
many  as  8 birds  (DA,  m.ob.).  Great  Egrets 
nesting  in  Sarpy,  NE  included  7 ads.  present 
18  Jun  (CNK,  JGJ),  only  the  2nd  record  of 
nesting  for  the  state.  Among  ardeids  wander- 
ing northward  were  an  imm.  Little  Blue  Heron 
at  Hultine  9 Jun  (PD)  and  an  ad.  Yellow- 
crowned  Night-Heron  in  Phelps,  NE  14  Jun 
(KS;  ph.).  Remarkable  was  an  alternate- 
plumaged  dark-morph  ad.  Reddish  Egret  at 
Funk  Lagoon,  Phelps,  NE  12  Jun  (KS),  Ne- 
braska’s 2nd.  Jim  Arterburn  assessed  dark  ibis- 


es at  Salt  Plains  and  identified  5 Glossy  and  6 
White-faced/Glossy  Ibis  hybrids  24-25  Jun. 
Other  Glossies  located  this  season  were  3 in 
Kingfisher,  OK  22  Jul  QWA,  JAG,  VF)  and  2 at 
a White-faced  Ibis  colony  at  Hultine  12-14  Jun 
(PD,  JGJ),  with  one  more  in  Seward,  NE  27-31 
Jul  (JG,  JGJ;  ph.).  White-faced  Ibis  numbers 
continue  to  increase  in  Nebraska,  with  about 
400  birds  reported  statewide  this  season  (fide 
WRS).  The  only  White  Ibis  reported  away 
from  Red  Slough  was  in  Johnston,  OK  1 Jul 
(BA).  Red  Slough  specialties  this  season  were 
Tricolored  Herons  noted  in  Jul  (DA,  m.ob.),  a 
single  Roseate  Spoonbill  24  Jul  (BH,  P&GH  et 
al),  and  an  early  Wood  Stork  24  Jun  (DA  et 
al.),  with  others  (up  to  82)  arriving  22  Jul+ 
(DA.  m.ob.).  Twenty  Wood  Storks  were  noted 
in  jolmston,  OK  23  Jul  (BA). 

At  least  two  pairs  of  Osprey  attempted 
nesting  in  the  Region,  both  unsuccessfully: 
one  in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  (SK,  KD,  AK),  the  oth- 
er in  Jackson,  KS  (MR).  A great  find  was  a 


White-tailed  Kite  in  Lincoln,  NE  1 Jul 
(tTJW).  Rare  during  summer,  even  in  Ne- 
braska, was  a Sharp-shinned  Hawk  in  Brown 
17  Jun  (DH);  one  in  Cheny,  NE  19  Jul  (DH) 
was  less  surprising.  Indicative  of  rare  breed- 
ing for  Northern  Harrier  in  sw.  Oklahoma  was 
the  observation  of  3 ads.  and  2 juvs.  in  Kiowa, 
OK  20  Jun  (VF).  An  exciting  discovery  was  a 
first  w.  Nebraska  nesting  pair  of  Broad-winged 
Hawks  at  North  Platte,  Lincoln,  where  3 ads. 
and  at  least  one  “fluffy”  youngster  were  pres- 
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This  Black-beilied  Whistiing-Dudc  visited  Wagon  Train  Lake,  Lancaster  County, 
Nebraskall-lS  (here  23)  June  2008.  Photograph  by  Gerald  Schmidt. 
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Locally  nesting  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  produced  this  brood  in  Ames,  Major 
County,  Oklahoma  22  July  2008.  Photograph  by  Joe  Grzybowski. 


ent  3 Jul  (TJW;  ph.).  No  small  surprise  was  a 
Crested  Caracara  found  in  Woodson,  KS  28 
Jul  (SB,  fide  LM).  A Peregrine  Falcon  noted  in 
downtown  Wichita,  KS  18  Jul  (BG)  could  be 
among  the  “city-bird”  group,  while  , - 
the  imm.  noted  at  Salt  Plains  28  Jul 
(JWA  et  al.)  may  have  been  an  ear- 
ly migrant  or  dispersing  bird  from 
the  Rocky  Mountain  populations. 

Rails  are  always  intriguing,  as 
their  populations  fluctuate  with 
the  whims  of  water.  Virginia  Rails 
were  located  in  Beaver,  OK  2 Jun 
(EB),  Thurston,  NE  19  Jim  (BFH), 

Kingfisher,  OK  22  Jul  (VF,  JAG, 

JWA),  and  Seward,  NE  31  Jul  QG). 

King  Rails,  vagabonds  in  the  Re- 
gion, were  found  at  Red  Slough 
(up  to  4 birds;  DA,  BH,  m.ob.),  at 
Hackberry  20  Jun  (3  ads.,  4 juv.; 
fide  L&MT),  and  in  Sumner,  KS  22 
Jul  (one;  GY,  MT).  Up  to  3 Soras 
were  noted  in  Saijiy,  NE  21-23  Jul 
(CNK,  L&BP),  and  2 were  in  Kingfisher,  OK 
22  Jul  QAG,  JWA,  VE),  s.  of  normal.  The  only 
locality  graced  by  Purple  Gallinule  in  the  Re- 
gion, Red  Slough,  hosted  several  successful 
nesting  pairs  this  season  (DA,  m.ob.).  Com- 
mon Moorhens  away  from  Red  Slough  in- 
cluded singles  in  York,  NE  14  Jun  QGJ), 
Cheyenne  Bottoms  20  Jul  (MR),  and  Kingfish- 
er, OK  22  Jul  OWA,  JAG,  VF).  The  Sandhill 
Cranes  nesting  in  Moirill,  NE,  now  for  the  4th 
year,  had  a colt  14  Jun  (KD). 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  TERNS 

A Black-bellied  Plover  at  Quivira  7 Jun  (MR) 
and  one  in  the  e.  Rainwater  Basin  14  Jun 
(JGJ)  were  probably  late  migrants,  as  were  2 
American  Golden-Plovers  in  Seward,  NE  14 
Jun  (JGJ).  However,  single  Goldens  in  the  e. 
Rainwater  Basin  22-28  Jun  (JGJ,  PD),  at  Salt 
Plains  25  Jun  and  28  Jul  et  ah),  and 

Sarpy,  NE  8 Jul  (CNK)  were  more  difficult  to 
characterize.  A Lesser  Yellowlegs  in  the  e. 
Rainwater  Basin  3 Jun  QGJ),  6 Semipahnated 
Sandpipers  at  McConaughy  and  4 in  Merrick, 


NE  9 Jun  (SJD),  18  Pectoral 
Sandpipers  in  the  e.  Rainwater 
Basin  14  Jun  QGJ),  4 Stilt 
Sandpipers  7 Jun  at  Quivira 
(MR),  and  16  Wilson’s 
Phalaropes  at  Quivira  7 Jun 
(MR)  were  all  probably  late 
northbound  migrants.  At  least 
600  White-rumped  Sandpipers 
were  at  Quivira  7 Jun  (MR), 
288  in  the  e.  Rainwater  Basin 
14  Jun  OGJ),  with  29  still  there 
22  Jun  OGJ),  the  last  4 noted 
28  Jun  (PD;  ph.);  55  were  at 
Salt  Plains  25  Jun  QWA,  PB).  More  difficult  to 
assign  in  terms  of  their  migrations  were  a 
Western  Sandpiper,  Stilt  Sandpiper,  and  2 
Wilson’s  Phalaropes  at  Hackberry  20  Jun 


Neotropic  Cormorants  are  rare  breeders  in  the  Southern  Great  Plains  region,  so  the  discovery 
of  this  nest  (with  three  young)  at  the  Salt  Plains  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Oklahoma  24 
June  2008  was  significant.  Photograph  by  Jim  Arterburn. 

(L&MT),  a Semipahnated  Plover,  12  Semi- 
palmated  Sandpipers,  2 Pectoral  Sandpipers, 
and  26  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  at  Salt  Plains  25 
Jun  QWA,  PB),  a Semipalmated  Sandpiper  in 
Fillmore,  NE  22  Jun  QGJ),  an  alternate- 
plumaged  Dunlin  in  Sarpy,  NE  29-31  Jul 
(tCNK),  and  single  Stilt  Sandpipers  in  York, 

NE  and  Hultine  22  Jun  OGJ). 

Among  news  of  summer  residents,  2 
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Lake  McConaughy,  that  remarkable  "inland  sea"  in  Ne- 
braska, produced  an  adult  Long-tailed  Jaeger  on  10  June 
2008.  Photograph  by  Stephen  J.  Dinsmore. 


Snowy  and  63  Piping  Plovers  were  counted  at 
McConaughy  9 Jun  (SJD).  Corps  of  Engineer- 
s' data  show  167  Piping  nests  along  the  Mis- 
souri R.  in  ne.  Nebraska,  28  of  these  at  Lewis 
and  Clark  L.,  Knox  (Jide  JED).  An  estimated 
900  Snowy  Plovers  were  noted  at  Salt  Plains 
25  Jun  OWA,  PB).  The  only  report  of  Moun- 
tain Plover  was  from  a regular  location  in  w. 
Kimball,  NE  21  Jun  (AK).  Small  numbers  of 
Black-necked  Stilts  now  breed  in  s.-cen.  Ne- 
braska (fide  WRS);  Quivira  and  Hackberry 
continue  to  be  strongholds  in  Kansas  and 
Oklahoma,  and  a pair  of  stilts  attempted  nest- 
ing at  Red  Slough  (DA).  Two  breeding  pairs  of 
Marbled  Godwit  were  found  in  Dawes,  NE  20 
Jun  (WM),  and  a pair  was  in  n.  Cherry,  NE  22 
Jun  (DH). 

Among  more  notable  apparent  southbound 
migrants  were  a Greater  Yellowlegs 
22  Jun  in  Clay,  KS  (PJ);  5 Lesser 
Yellowlegs  at  Quivira  20  Jun  (SS) 
and  22  in  the  e.  Rainwater  Basin 
22  Jun  OGJ);  single  Solitary  Sand- 
pipers 24  Jun  at  Red  Slough  (DA  et 
al.)  and  the  e.  Rainwater  Basin  28 
Jun  (PD);  2 Marbled  Godwits  at 
Salt  Plains  25  Jun  QWA,  PB);  2 
Ruddy  Turnstones  at  Salt  Plains  28 
Jul  QWA  et  al);  and  4 Sanderlings 
in  Sumner,  KS  19  Jul  (GY).  Eight 
ad.  Red  Knots  at  Salt  Plains  28  Jul 
QWA,  JAG,  RS,  PB;  ph.)  were  quite 
unexpected.  Buff-breasted  Sand- 
pipers in  Jun  and  Jul  are  always  of 
note;  2 were  at  Hultine  22  Jun 
OGJ),  13  at  Salt  Plains  28  Jul  OAG, 
JWA,  PB,  RS),  16  in  Dodge,  NE  28 
Jul  (D&JP),  and  2 in  Douglas,  KS  31  Jul  (GP). 
Rare  but  expected  early  were  3 Short-billed 
Dowitchers  in  Sumner,  KS  8 Jul  (MT)  and  one 
13  Jul  in  Tulsa  OWA). 

An  ad.  Long-tailed  Jaeger  at  McConaughy 
9 Jun  (SJD;  ph.)  was  the  most  unexpected 
spring  migrant  in  the  Region  and  is  the  5th 
documented  in  Nebraska.  A few  vagrant  sum- 
mer gulls  included  4 Laughing  Gulls  at  Salt 
Plains  25  Jun  and  7 there  28  Jul  OWA  et  al), 
and  first-cycle  Herring  and  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls  at  McConaughy  7 Jun  (SJD),  the 
latter  providing  only  the  3rd  summer  record. 
Least  Terns  were  very  common  at  Salt  Plains 
OWA  et  al);  elsewhere,  small  numbers  were 
at  scattered  locations  along  major  river  sys- 
tems (fide  LM,  WRS).  Somewhat  unexpected, 
2 ad.  Common  Terns  were  at  McConaughy  7 
(SJD)  & 18  Jun  (RE),  the  latter  rather  late. 

DOVES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  are  now  established 
Regionwide.  White-winged  Doves  continue 
to  increase  in  numbers  and  to  expand  north- 
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The  first  fully  documented  Bronzed  Cowbird  for  Oklahoma  was  this  male  captured  in  a cowbird  trap  at  Fort 
Sill  Military  Reservation  16  May  2008.  Photograph  by  Stacy  Sawyer. 


ward  in  Nebraska,  with  re- 
ports this  season  n.  to  Dixon 
15  Jun  (JJ),  Scotts  Bluff  22-23 
Jul  (BM,  AK),  and  Dawes  20 
Jul  (3  birds;  JF).  A northerly 
Chuck-will’s-widow  was 
calling  at  Bohemia  Prairie, 

Knox,  NE  7-12  Jul  (MB, 
m.ob.).  It  is  likely  that  Ruby- 
throated  Hummingbirds 
may  breed  as  far  w.  in  the 
Platte  Valley  as  Keith,  NE 
(fide  TJW).  Hummingbird 
reports  were  sparse  com- 
pared to  some  recent  years. 

A female  or  imm.  Calliope 
Hummingbird  was  in  Scotts 
Bluff,  NE  14  Jul  (KD),  an 
early  date;  2 Broad-tailed 
Hummingbirds  frequented  a 
Scotts  Bluff,  NE  yard  20  Jun-i- 
(AK);  and  also  in  Scotts  Bluff, 

Broad-taileds  were  noted  26 
Jun  (female)  and  9 Jul  (male;  KD).  A possible 
female  Broad-tailed  was  also  reported  from 
Pawnee,  KS  30  Jul  (DK).  The  first  Rufous 
Hummingbird  to  arrive  in  Nebraska  this  sea- 
son was  in  Scotts  Bluff  12  Jul  (KD),  with  an- 
other noted  in  Ellis,  KS,  also  12  Jul  (T&SM), 
and  2 in  Comanche,  OK  22  Jul  (D&CS). 

One  or  2 Western  Wood-Pewees  in  Lin- 
coln, NE  3 Jun  (TJW)  were  very  near  the 
range  limits  of  Eastern  Wood-Pewees,  which 
breed  in  low  numbers  in  Lincoln  westward 
into  Keith,  NE.  Sightings  of  Westerns  this 
summer  in  e.  Cherry  (DH),  Logan  (LR,  RH), 
Keith  (RE),  and  Dundy,  NE  (TJW)  mark  the 
current  e.  edge  of  the  range.  Least  Elycatch- 
ers  noted  in  Thomas,  NE  2 Jun  (LR,  RH)  and 
Gosper,  NE  13  Jul  (MB)  mark  dates  for 
northward  and  southward  migration,  respec- 
tively. Cordilleran  Elycatchers  in  the  Pine 
Ridge  of  Nebraska  continue  to  expand  (or  be 
found)  eastward  to  several  locations  in 
Dawes  (WM,  TJW,  RE).  A Say’s  Phoebe  pair 
nesting  in  Custer,  NE  4 Jul  (TH)  was  e.  of 
typical  areas,  as  was  one  in  Phelps,  NE  13  Jun 
(WE).  Vermilion  Elycatchers  present  in  re- 
cent nesting  seasons  in  Cimarron,  OK  were 
marked  by  only  a female  this  season  6 Jun 
(G&MK)  ; however,  a nest  with  2 young  was 
discovered  in  Roger  Mills,  OK  22  Jun  (NV, 
PM).  Two  Ash-throated  Elycatchers  in  Roger 
Mills,  OK  22  Jun  (NV,  PM)  and  several  pairs 
in  Morton,  KS  7 Jul  (TC)  perhaps  indicate 
range  expansion. 

Yellow-throated  Vireos  were  noted  west- 
ward in  the  Niobrara  drainage  to  Boyd  9 Jun 
(DH)  and  Holt,  NE  16  Jun  (DH).  A 
Plumbeous  Vireo  in  Garden,  NE  7-8  Jun  (CG, 
SJD)  was  easterly.  Wandering  the  Pine  Ridge 


were  2 Clark’s  Nutcrackers  in  Sioux,  NE  12 
Jun  (WM).  A Black-billed  Magpie  was  easter- 
ly in  Clay,  NE  4 Jun  (WE).  Also  on  the  edge 
were  2 Violet-green  Swallows  in  Dawes,  NE 
20  Jun  (B&DW).  After  the  irruption  of  Red- 
breasted Nuthatches  last  winter,  a few  sum- 
mered in  odd  locations,  such  as  4 in  Omaha, 
NE  ORi)  and  a few  in  Lincoln,  NE  (RE,  LRB). 
Two  Pygmy  Nuthatches  were  in  Cherry,  NE 
19  Jul  (DH).  A Wood  Thrush  in  Roger  Mills, 
OK  22  Jun  (NV,  PM)  was  w.  of  typical  areas. 
Edging  westward  up  the  Nebraska  river  sys- 
tems, a pair  of  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers  was  re- 
ported in  Holt  16  Jun  (DH).  Quite  tardy  were 
an  Orange-crowned  Warbler  in  Sarpy,  NE  1 
Jun  (ARy)  and  a Wilson’s  Warbler  in  Omaba, 
NE  7 Jun  QED).  A Black-throated  Green  War- 
bler in  LeFlore,  OK  5 Jul  (K&CW)  is  part  of  a 
local  outlying  population.  A pair  of  westerly 
American  Redstarts  returned  again  to  Scotts 
Bluff,  NE  for  the  4th  season  (fide  AK).  Quite 
westerly  were  a Prothonotary  Warbler  in 
Scotts  Bluff,  NE  3 Jun  (RSm,/ide  AK)  and  sin- 
gle Scarlet  Tanagers  in  Ellis,  KS  6 Jun  (CSc) 
and  in  Holt,  Boyd,  and  Rock,  NE  during  Jun 
(DH,  CH). 

A Green-tailed  Towhee  in  Cheyenne,  NE  7 
Jun  (AS)  was  quite  tardy  for  spring.  Unex- 
pected was  an  Eastern  Towhee  in  Butler,  KS  9 
Jul  (PJ).  Two  singing  Cassin’s  Sparrows  were 
in  the  McConaughy  area  7 Jun  (SJD),  and  2 
were  in  Garden,  NE  7 Jun  (CG).  A Bachman’s 
Sparrow  group  persists  in  Atoka,  OK,  where 
one  was  noted  3 Jul  (KW  et  ah).  Lingering 
sparrows  included  a White-throated  Sparrow 
in  Sedgwick,  KS  8 Jun  (LH)  and  a Dark-eyed 
Junco  in  Riley,  KS  28  Jul  (TC).  White-winged 
Juncos  were  at  Chadron  S.P.,  Dawes,  NE  2 Jun 


(RE)  and  in  Sioivc,  NE,  where 
fledglings  were  seen  28  Jun 
(AK).  A species  whose  range 
is  certainly  moving  north- 
westward is  Northern  Cardi- 
nal; one  was  in  Dawes,  NE  2 
Jun  (RE).  Dickcissel  num- 
bers were  reportedly  high  in 
Lincoln/Custer,  NE  this  sea- 
son (TJW).  A male  Bronzed 
Cowbird  captured  in  a cow- 
bird trap  at  Eort  Sill  Military 
Reservation,  Comanche,  OK 
16  May  (DB,  SSa,  fide  KM; 
ph.)  provided  the  first  fully 
documented  record  for  Okla- 
homa. Two  Cassin’s  Finches 
in  Kimbcdl,  NE  21  Jun  (AK) 
were  unexpected,  perhaps 
leftover  from  the  dispersal  of 
fall/winter.  Of  very  sporadic 
occurrence  in  the  n.  part  of 
the  Region,  a male  Lesser 
Goldhnch  appeared  in  Garden,  NE  7-8  Jun 
(CG,  SJD). 
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June  was  characterized  as  hot  and  dry 
throughout  the  state,  and  this  trend  con- 
tinued through  July  east  of  the  100th 
meridian.  Precipitation  was  below  the  long- 
term average  in  virtually  all  areas  of  the  state, 
even  though  the  monsoon  season  finally 
kicked  in  during  early  July  in  the  Trans-Pecos 
and  northwestern  Texas.  The  overall  effect  of 
the  dry  weather  pattern  on  the  states  birdlife 
was  reduced  productivity  in  most  areas.  By 
early  July,  many  observers  were  noting  that 
very  few  species  had  successfully  fledged  any 
young.  In  the  regions  of  the  state  where  rains 
arrived  in  the  late  summer,  it  was  too  late  for 
some  species  to  take  advantage  of  the  im- 
proved conditions. 

Some  recently  monitored  changes  in  bird 
populations  continued  to  be  in  evidence  again 
this  season.  Dusky-capped  Flycatchers  were 
found  in  the  mountains  of  the  Trans-Pecos  in 
record  numbers.  White-eared  Hummingbirds 
continued  in  unexpected  numbers  early  in 
the  season,  suggesting  that  the  population  is 
more  stable  than  suspected  just  a few  years 
ago.  Least  Grebes  continued  to  be  found  in 
small  numbers  along  the  northernmost  edge 
of  their  range  and  beyond.  Two  pelagic  and 
near-shore  species  that  have  clearly  shown  a 
trend  toward  increasing  occurrence  were 
again  found  this  summer:  Brown  Booby  and 
Brown  Noddy.  The  reasons  for  this  change  in 
status  are  not  clear.  Other  highlights  of  the 
season  included  well-documented  records  of 
Flame-colored  Tanager  from  Big  Bend  Na- 
tional Park  and  Masked  Duck  from  north- 
central  Texas,  both  in  June.  Other  unexpected 
hnds  that  were  equally  exciting  included  a 
Cerulean  Warbler  in  northeastern  Texas, 
where  the  species  was  formerly  a rare  breeder, 
and  a successful  nesting  of  Pine  Siskin  on  the 
South  Plains. 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
FRIGATEBIRDS 

Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  continue  to  ex- 
pand into  new  areas,  with  birds  found  this  sea- 
son in  Jack  (ReC,  RoC),  Navanv  (DDC,  DL), 
Midland  QMe,  RMS)  and  Kaufman,  where  they 
were  confirmed  nesting  (DDC,  DL).  Two  Ful- 
vous Whistling-Ducks  near  Red  Rock,  Bastrop 
3 Jul  (BFr)  were  notable.  A Greater  White- 
fronted  Goose  in  Waller  5-13  Jul  (BoH)  that 
was  never  seen  flying  was  likely  sick  or  in- 
jured. Single  Snow  Geese  were  in  Oldham  29 
Jim  (BP),  at  Ft.  Hancock  Res.,  Hudspeth  6 Jul 
QiP),  and  at  L.  Rita  Blanca,  Dallam  12  Jul 
(JoM).  A flock  of  16  free-flying  Snow  Geese  in 
Limestone  14Jun  (BSn)  was  suspected  of  being 
domestically  raised.  Mottled  Ducks  were  not- 
ed at  Village  Creek  Drying  Beds,  Tarrant  2 Jul 
(GCo),  and  a family  of  13  was  in  Ellis  11  Jul 
(DDC,  DL).  An  unusual  concentration  of  non- 
breeding ducks  that  remained  through  the  pe- 
riod near  Temple,  Bell,  included  2 Gadwalls,  a 
Green-winged  Teal,  and  a Canvasback  (RP, 
GE).  These  birds  were  joined  by  a White- 
cheeked Pintail  7 Jun-17  Jul  (RP),  which  was 
considered  to  be  an  escapee,  although  its  be- 


havior was  typical  of  wild  individuals.  Other 
out-of-season  waterfowl  included  an  Ameri- 
can Wigeon  near  Belton  L.,  Bell  5 Jun  (GE),  a 
Redhead  through  the  period  at  Waco  Wet- 
lands (EH),  and  single  Ring-necked  Ducks  at 
Ft.  Hood,  Bell  5 Jul  (RK,  GE)  and  at  Ft.  Han- 
cock Res.,  El  Paso  6 Jul  QiP).  plus  2 at  the  Vil- 
lage Creek  Drying  Beds,  Tarrant  through  the 
period  (GCo).  An  amazing  find  and  a first  for 
n.-cen.  Texas  was  a female  Masked  Duck  near 
Seagoville,  Kaufman  14-25  Jun  (ph.,  tBoS; 


m.ob.).  The  concentration  of  Least  Grebes 
near  Temple,  Bell  reached  a high  of  20  during 
the  season,  though  there  was  no  evidence  of 
nesting  (RP,  GE,  RK).  At  least  two  pairs  of 
Least  Grebes  nested  in  Austin,  Travis  (VO, 
KAn).  Further  evidence  of  the  northward 
movement  of  Least  Grebes  included  singles  at 
Junction,  Kimble  3-14  Jul  (RH,  RW,  ph., 
m.ob.)  and  at  Ft.  Hood,  Coryell  19-25  Jun 
(GE,  ph.,  RK),  plus  4 at  the  Village  Creek  Dry- 
ing Beds,  Tarrant  14  Jun  (KN),  with  one  re- 
maining there  through  the  period. 

A pelagic  trip  out  of  South  Padre  L, 
Cameron  19  Jul  resulted  in  sightings  of  a 
Cory’s  Shearwater,  a Greater  Shearwater  just 
30  km  from  shore  (t,  ph.),  an  Audubon’s 
Shearwater,  and  4 Band-rumped  Storm-Pe- 
trels (BM  et  al).  Even  more  interesting  was  a 
likely  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel,  although 
Wilson’s  could  not  be  eliminated,  at  L.  Cor- 
pus Christi,  San  Patricio  after  Hurricane  Dol- 
ly 24  Jul  (ph.  MR,  SC).  A Masked  Booby  was 
reported  from  the  East  Breaks,  Brazoria  30 
Jun  0M)>  and  an  imm.  sulid  off  of  Galveston 
24  Jul  was  also  thought  to  be  a Masked  Boo- 
by (CD).  A Red-footed  Booby  was  picked  up 


on  the  beach  in  Galveston,  Galveston  12  Jun 
and  died  the  following  day  (fide  TE);  this 
would  represent  the  2nd  or  3rd  state  record  if 
the  identification  is  confirmed  (*Texas  Coop- 
erative Wildlife  Collection,  Texas  A&M  Uni- 
versity). Neotropic  Cormorant  was  confirmed 
as  a breeding  species  in  the  Pineywoods  for 
the  first  time  when  up  to  four  nests  were 
monitored  at  L.  Sam  Rayburn,  San  Augustine 
through  the  season  (DW).  A count  of  up  to  18 
juv.  Double-crested  Cormorants  from  L. 


Perhaps  the  most  unexpected  find  of  the  season  in  Texas  was  this  female  Masked  Duck  on  a constructed  wetland  near 
Seagoville,  Kaufman  County  14-25  (here  14)  June  2008.  It  represented  a first  record  for  north-central  Texas  and  would  have 
been  enjoyed  by  a larger  number  of  visitors  had  access  to  the  location  not  been  terminated  during  construction  activities. 

Photograph  by  Peter  Billingham. 
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The  highlight  of  the  1 9 July  2008  organized  pelagic  trip  off  South  Padre  Island,  Texas  was  this  cooperative  Greater  Shearwa- 
ter. It  provided  the  fourteenth  documented  record  for  the  state.  Photograph  by  Tony  Frank. 


Waco,  McLennan  through  the  period  (EH) 
was  a local  regional  high.  A high  count  of  14 
Anhingas  was  made  at  Richland  Creek 
W.M.A.,  Navarro  25  Jul  (DDC,  DL).  A lone 
Magnificent  Frigatebird  at  Estero  Llano 
Grande  S.P.,  Hidalgo  6 Jun  (SB  et  al.)  was  not 
associated  with  a tropical  storm  but  was  prob- 
ably the  result  of  very  strong  southeasterly 
winds.  More  easily  explained  were  5 Magnih- 
cent  Frigatebirds  found  after  the  passage  of 
Hurricane  Dolly  at  L,  Corpus  Christi,  San 
Patricio  24  Jul  (MR,  SC).  High  counts  of  Mag- 
nihcent  Frigatebirds  along  the  coast  included 
121  headed  to  roost  4 Jun  at  Smith  Pt.,  Cham- 
bers OKe)  and  70-r  at  Port  O’Connor,  Calhoun 
23  Jul  (BFr),  the  latter  associated  with  the 
passage  of  Hurricane  Dolly. 

HERONS  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

An  American  Bittern  al  Mineola  Nature  Pre- 
serve, Wood  about  26  Jul  (BoS)  provided  the 
hrst  summer  report  for  ne.  Texas  since  1997. 
A Least  Bittern  was  at  Lubbock,  Lubbock  19 
Jun  (BGi)  and  represented  the  2nd  consecu- 
tive summer  this  species  has  been  reported 
from  the  same  location.  A Snowy  Egret  was 
away  from  known  breeding  areas  at  Midland, 
Midland  14  Jun  (RMS,  JMe  et  al.).  Very  unex- 
pected was  a Little  Blue  Heron  in  e.  Lubbock 
20  Jul  (AH).  A very  high  count  of  5 Tricolored 
Herons  was  made  at  Balmorhea  L.,  Reeves  28 
Jul-H  (GCo,  TR),  while  4 at  Uvalde,  Uvaldell 
Jul  (MH)  were  more  within  normal  post- 
breeding dispersal  range.  A Reddish  Egret  was 
at  Balmorhea  L.,  Reeves  28  Jul-i-  (GCo,  TR), 
but  much  more  unexpected  was  an  ad.  White 
Ibis  at  that  location  3 Jun  (PB,  TB).  Four  ad. 
and  2 juv.  Glossy  Ibis  at  Anahuac  N.W.R., 
Chambers  18  Jun  (CTL)  implied  local  breed- 
ing, but  such  an  occurrence  has  yet  to  be  doc- 


umented for  the  U.T.C.  Inland  Roseate 
Spoonbills  included  30  on  the  Katy  Prairie, 
Waller  4 Jun  (HL)  and  more  notably  one  on 
the  Edwards  Plateau  in  n.  Kendall  11  Jun 
(BE).  Wood  Stork  sightings  were  highlighted 
by  one  near  Utopia,  Uvalde  11  Jul  (ph.  MH) 
and  104  at  a small  pond  in  Ellis  7 Jul  (TD). 

An  Osprey  along  Independence  Cr.,  Terrell 
21  Jun  OK3)  was  out  of 
place.  Swallow-tailed  Kites 
found  away  from  known 
breeding  sites  included  sin- 
gles at  Beaumont,  Jefferson 
19  Jun  and  5 Jul  (HJ),  near 
Sour  L.,  Jefferson  22  Jun 
(HJ),  and  at  Kleb  Woods, 

Harris  30  Jun  (MMc).  Four 
Swallow-tailed  Kites  over 
the  Guadalupe  R.  near 
Comfort,  Kendall  30  Jul 
(TT)  were  w.  of  the  normal 
migration  corridor.  White- 
tailed Kites  detected  on  the 
edge  of  the  species’  range  in- 
cluded singles  in  Bastrop  2 
Jun  (BFr),  on  Ft.  Hood’s 
West  Range,  Coryell  19  Jun 
(RK,  ph.),  and  in  w.  Val 
Verde  13  Jun  (EF).  White- 
tailed Kites  farther  out  of  range  included  one 
in  Wilbarger  3 Jun  (BSu)  and  a pair  near  East 
Alton,  Dicherrs  28  Jun  (AH).  Mississippi  Kites 
over  L.  Austin,  Travis  26  Jun  (EF),  Temple, 
Bell  6 Jul  (EC),  Salado,  Bell  12  Jul  (RK,  GE), 
and  at  Salado  Creek,  Bell  24-25  Jul  (WPi)  oc- 
curred outside  of  established  migration  win- 
dows but  in  areas  not  known  for  breeding.  In 
ne.  Texas,  at  least  two,  and  possibly  three, 
nesting  pairs  of  Mississippi  Kites  were  report- 
ed at  Tyler  S.P.,  Smith-  the  species  was  not 


known  to  nest  in  the  county  (BoS).  Bald  Ea- 
gles near  Mountain  Creek  L.,  Dallas  4 Jul 
(DP)  and  at  Hegar  L.,  Har  r is  11  Jul  QBe,  SG) 
were  notable.  Hard  to  explain  were  2 out-of- 
habitat Sharp-shinned  Hawks  reported  in  dif- 
ferent locations  near  Danbury,  Brazor  ia  19 
Jun  (MA).  Another  male  was  found  along 
Dixie  Farm  Rd.  in  Harris  3 Jul  (MA).  Two 
nests  of  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  were  discovered 
in  the  Pineywoods,  one  at  the  Boykin  Springs 
area  of  Angelina  N.E,  Angelina  17  May  and 
one  near  Norwood,  San  Augustine  in  mid-Jun 
(RS).  Cooper’s  Hawks  continue  to  establish 
themselves  as  summer  residents  along  the 
U.T.C.  (m.ob.).  Single  Broad-winged  Hawks 
were  noted  at  River  Legacy  Park,  Tarrant  12 
Jun  (GCo)  and  in  Tarrant  8 Jul  (DL).  A pair  of 
Swainson’s  Hawks  nested  in  San  Antonio, 
Bexar  for  the  3rd  consecutive  year,  with  3 
young  birds  hatched  this  season  (BiH).  An  ad. 
White-tailed  Hawk  was  farther  inland  than 
expected  se.  of  San  Antonio,  Bexar  9 Jun 
(WSe).  Crested  Caracaras  were  just  w.  of  their 
expected  range  in  w.  Val  Verde  13  Jun  (EF), 
while  one  near  Toyahvale,  Reeves  23  Jun  (TJ) 
was  very  unexpected.  Two  American  Kestrels 
near  Bertram,  Bunret  13  Jul  (DB)  and  a single 
at  L.  Waco  19  Jul  (EH)  may  have  been  mi- 
grants, while  a male  in  e.  Austin,  Travis  5 Jul 


(EC)  was  behaving  as  though  territorial.  A 
Peregrine  Falcon  at  Cullinan  Park,  Ft.  Bend 
19  Jun  (BGr)  made  just  the  4th  Jun  sighting 
for  the  U.T.C. 

RAILS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Rare  for  n.-cen.  Texas,  a Purple  Gallinule  was 
found  near  Seagoville,  Kaufrrran  9-15  Jun  (CR). 
A Black-necked  Stilt  at  the  upper  end  of  L. 
Rayburn,  Angelirra  31  Jul  (DW)  was  only  the 
5th  record  for  the  cen.  Pineywoods.  Lingering 


Brown  Booby  has  been  found  in  Texas  with  increasing  frequency  during  the  past  five 
years,  with  no  discernable  increase  in  observer  effort.  This  immature  bird  was  on  the 
Packery  Channel  jetties  at  Corpus  Christi,  Nueces  County  16  July  2008.  Photograph  by 
Jay  Gardner. 


VOlUME  62  (2009) 


NUMBER  4 


585 


TEXAS 


In  addition  to  Brown  Booby,  another  species  that  has  shown  a marked  increase  in  occurrence  in  Texas  waters  is  Brown  Noddy. 
This  individual  was  found  approximately  29  km  off  South  Padre  Island,  Cameron  County  1 1 June  2008.  It  was  one  of  three  re- 
ported during  the  season.  Photograph  by  Charles  Coker. 


American  Golden-Plovers  were  found  at 
Southside  W.T.R,  Dallas  15  Jun-10  Jul  (BoS, 
CR,  RR,  GCo)  and  at  Marfa,  Presidio  17  Jun 
(MGu,  ML,  ph.).  A juv.  Snowy  Plover  at  Boli- 
var Flats,  Galveston  6 Jun  OKe)  implied  local 
breeding.  A Piping  Plover  at  East  Beach,  Galve- 
ston 12  Jun  OKe)  may  have  been  a summering 
bird,  while  migrants  had  returned  by  late  Jul, 
with  75  present  at  Bolivar  Flats,  Galveston  29 
Jul  QKe).  A great  find  was  a Piping  Plover  at 
Southside  W.T.R,  Dallas  9-19  Jul  (BoS).  Out  of 
season  was  a Willet  along  Shafter  L.,  Andrews 
20  Jun  (EB).  Also  late  were  2 Long-billed 
Curlews  at  Ft.  Hood,  Coryell  20  Jun  (GE,  RK). 
A Marbled  Godwit  in  Deaf  Smith  30  Jul  (BGi) 
represented  a rare  record  for  the  Panhandle. 
Quite  surprising  was  a late/lingering  Ruddy 
Turnstone  in  Andrews,  Andrews  19  Jun  (EB).  A 
lingering  Red  Knot  was  at  Bolivar  Flats,  Galve- 
ston 4 Jun  QKe)-  A Semipalmated  Sandpiper  at 
Bolivar  Flats,  Galveston  21  Jun  (JKe)  was  like- 
ly a lingering  migrant  or  summering  bird.  Late 
White-rumped  Sandpipers  included  3 in 
Archer  21  Jun  (SL),  one  in  Temple,  Bell  25  Jun 
(RP),  and  another  at  Southside  W.T.R,  Dallas  6 
Jul  (RR).  Two  Baird’s  Sandpipers  were  at  Boli- 
var Flats,  Galveston  29  Jul  QKe)-  Two  Rectoral 
Sandpipers  at  Anahuac  N.W.R.,  Chambers  4 
Jun  OKe)  and  another  at  Brazoria  N.W.R.,  Bra- 
zoria 16  Jun  (WRr,  TF,  GCa)  added  to  only  a 
handful  of  Jun  records  for  the  U.T.C.  A Dunlin 
at  Brazoria  N.W.R.,  Brazoria  16  Jun  (WRr,  TF, 
GCa)  was  likely  summering.  Five  Long-billed 
Dowitchers  at  Anahuac  N.W.R.,  Chambers  4 
Jun  OKc)  were  late.  Quite  unusual  was  an  ap- 
parently healthy  Wilson’s  Snipe  at  Austin, 
Travis  31  May-7  Jun,  and  2 were  present  at  the 
same  location  26  Jul  (ph.  El). 


Fitting  the  usual  pattern  of  near-annual 
summer  occurrence  in  the  Trans-Recos,  an  ad. 
Laughing  Gull  remained  near  the  Rio  Bosque 
Wetlands  Rark  in  El  Faso,  El  Paso  18Jul-r  (ph. 
JSp).  An  imm.  Laughing  Gull  on  Belton  L., 
Bell  28  Jul  may  have  been  a product  of  Hurri- 
cane Dolly  (GE).  A second-cycle  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  was  at  Quintana,  Brazoria  5 Jun 


(CTL),  and  what  was  likely  the  same  bird  was 
seen  there  21  & 31  Jul  (SH).  In  addition,  an 
ad.  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  was  at  Quintana 
31  Jul  (SH).  This  represents  only  the  2nd 
summer  this  species  has  been  found  on  the 
U.T.C.  Sooty  Terns  observed  along  the  imme- 
diate coast  in  association  with  the  passage  of 
Hurricane  Dolly  included  2 at  Fort  O’Connor, 
Calhoun  23-24  Jul  (BFr)  and  2 in  Fackery 
Channel  24  Jul  (MR,  SC).  Four  Bridled  Terns 


were  tallied  on  the  19  Jul  South  Radre  1. 
pelagic  trip  (BM  et  al.).  Inland  Least  Terns 
were  a surprise  at  Raul  Rushing  Park,  Harris, 
with  3 seen  23  Jun  and  2 there  30  Jun  (EC). 
What  were  likely  2 of  the  same  birds  were 
seen  nearby  in  Waller  18  Jul  (HS).  An  impres- 
sive 58  Least  Terns  were  noted  at  Lewisville 
Lake  Park,  Denton  29 Jul  (KL),  while  Freeman 
tallied  235  Least  Terns  at  a Matagorda  Bay 
roost,  Calhoun  31  Jul.  A lone  Least  Tern  at 
McNary  Res.,  Hudspeth  15  Jul  (BZ)  provided 
the  only  Trans-Pecos  report. 

PIGEONS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

A White-winged  Dove  was  in  Lufkin,  Angeli- 
na 10-17  Jul  (CM),  where  the  species  is  still 
very  rare  and  irregular.  A White-tipped  Dove 
near  Olivia,  Calhoun  3 Jul  (BFr)  was  notable 
for  being  e.  of  Lavaca  Bay  and  n.  of  Matagor- 
da Bay.  A road-killed  Barn  Owl  in  Nacog- 
doches, Nacogdoches  8 Jun  (CWe)  was  a rare 
find  for  the  Pineywoods.  A Common  Pau- 
raque  at  Mitchell  L.,  Bexar  6-9  Jun  was  a rare 
find  for  the  county  (MS,  DE).  A Chuck-will’s- 
widow  returning  from  last  summer  was  heard 
1 Jul  at  the  same  Davis  Mts.  location,  Jeff 
Davis  (KB).  Presumably,  like  in  2007,  the  bird 
was  present  much  of  the  period,  although  ad- 
ditional attempts  to  locate  it  were  not  made. 
Annual  in  cen.  Texas  during  the  summer. 
Green  Violetears  were  near  Helotes,  Bexar  1-8 
Jun  (ph.  LH,  CC)  and  in  nw. 
Austin,  Travis  15-21  Jul  (ph., 
JT,  m.ob.).  Representing  only 
the  4th  record  for  the  Piney- 
woods, a Green  "Violetear  was 
photographed  at  feeders  in 
Magnolia,  Montgomery  29-30 
Jul  (TDD).  Broad-billed  Hum- 
mingbirds have  become  annual 
in  the  Davis  Mts.  during  the 
summer,  and  this  season  was 
no  exception  with  up  to  6 pres- 
ent (ME,  MEa,  KB).  Of  greater 
interest  was  a Broad-billed  at 
San  Ygnacio,  Zapata  3 Jul  (SG). 
White-eared  Hummingbirds  in 
summer  are  becoming  a rou- 
tine phenomenon  in  the  Davis 
Mts.,  and  this  season,  up  to  9, 
including  6 males,  were  found 
(T  ph.,  ML).  A female  White-eared  was  also  at 
Big  Bend’s  Boot  Canyon,  Brewster  27  Jul-2 
Aug  (tBGi,  EC).  A Buff-bellied  Hummingbird 
at  Lockbart  S.R,  Caldwell  12  Jul  (ByS)  made  a 
notable  county  record.  A Blue-throated  Hum- 
mingbird was  unexpected  in  Alpine,  Brewster 
3 Jul  (SD).  Rare  in  Big  Bend  N.R,  a Magnifi- 
cent Hummingbird  was  seen  at  Boot  Springs 
27  Jul  (GCo).  While  uncommon  in  the  Davis 
Mts.,  a female  Magnificent  photographed  on  a 


Although  Magnificent  Hummingbird  is  an  uncommon  summer  resident  in  the 

Davis  Mountains,  Texas,  actual  nesting  records  are  nearly  nonexistent.  This  nest 
was  in  a Ponderosa  Pine  about  9 m above  the  ground  at  the  Davis  Mountains 
Preserve  (here  14  June  2008)  and  was  only  the  second  to  be  found  in  the  state. 
Photograph  by  Mark  W.  Lockwood. 
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nest  in  the  Davis  Mts.  Preserve,  Jeff  Davis  14 
Jun  (ML)  provided  just  the  2nd  documented 
nesting  record  for  Texas.  Very  rare  outside  of 
Big  Bend,  a male  Lucifer  Hummingbird  was 
banded  at  Dan  Brown’s  Hummer  House,  Tom 
Green  20  Jun  (ph.,  RDa,  BSa  et  al).  Most  un- 
expected were  male  and  female  Lucifer  Hum- 
mingbirds in  Kingsville,  Kleberg  5-7  Jul  (KAl, 
JSi,  ph.).  Summer  records  of  Anna’s  Hum- 
mingbird are  on  the  increase,  and  this  season, 
an  ad.  male  was  at  the  Davis  Mts.  Preserve, 
Jeff  Davis  21-27  Jun  (|aP)  and  a female  was  at 
the  Davis  Mts.  Resort  26  Jul  (ME,  MEa).  A 
Calliope  Hummingbird  frequenting  feeders 
near  Utley  9-15  Jul  (BFr)  was  remarkable  for 
Bastrop.  A Ringed  Kingfisher  along  the  Llano 
R.,  Kimble  11  Jul  (TO,  PM)  was  noteworthy 
for  its  n.  location.  A Golden-fronted  Wood- 
pecker present  in  Port  O’Connor,  Calhoun  17 
Jun  (BFr)  was  a first  for  this  coastal  location. 
Very  likely  at  the  w.  edge  of  expected  range. 
Red-bellied  Woodpeckers  were  noted  with 
young  at  South  Llano  S.E,  Kimble  3 Jul  (RH, 
RW).  A family  group  of  5 Downy  Woodpeck- 
ers in  Dickens  28  Jun  (AH)  was  noteworthy 
for  the  South  Plains. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  SWALLOWS 

A Western  Wood-Pewee  near  Christoval,  Tom 
Green  20  Jun  (CWa)  and  one  at  El  Paso  27 
Jun  (BZ)  were  late  migrants.  A very  late  Wil- 
low Flycatcher  was  at  Bryan,  Brazos  12  Jun 
(KAr).  A silent  Cordilleran/Pacific-slope  Fly- 
catcher at  El  Paso,  El  Paso  19  Jun  QiP)  was 
notably  late.  Buff-breasted  Flycatchers  occu- 
pied four  territories  in  the  Davis  Mts.  Preserve 
(tML),  only  one  of  which  involved  a pair. 
Only  recently  have  Eastern  Phoebes  been  not- 
ed to  nest  in  Brazos;  this  season,  a pair  suc- 
cessfully raised  3 young  in  mid-May  and  then 
re-nested  and  fledged  another  3 young  23  jun 
(LHH).  It  was  yet  another  banner  year  for 
Dusky-capped  Flycatcher  in  the  Chisos  and 
Davis  Mts.  In  Big  Bend  N.E,  single  pairs  were 
at  Pinnacles  Pass  15  Jun+  (ph.  DJ,  MB,  m.ob) 
and  in  Boot  Canyon  28  Jun+  (tML).  In  the 
upper  Davis  Mts.,  eight  territories  were  found 
(tML),  but  only  one  was  confirmed  with 
young  by  the  end  of  the  period.  A calling  Ash- 
throated  Flycatcher  along  the  Navasota  R., 
Brazos  9 Jul  was  suspected  to  be  an  early  mi- 
grant (DV,  JoG).  Noteworthy  for  Bastrop,  a 
Brown-crested  Flycatcher  was  observed  in  Ut- 
ley 6 Jun  (BFr).  A Sulphur-bellied  Flycatcher 
was  found  during  a cavity  nesting  study  at 
Quinta  Mazatlan  in  McAllen,  Hidalgo  9 Jun 
(JBr).  This  apparently  unmated  female  built  a 
nest  during  its  stay  and  was  last  reported  4 Jul 
(t,  ph.,  m.ob.).  Couch’s  Kingbirds  again  nest- 
ed successfully  at  Smith  Pt.,  Chambers  QKe)- 
Surprising  was  a pair  of  Cassin’s  Kingbirds  in 


Ft.  Hancock,  Hudspeth  15  Jul  (BZ).  This  low- 
elevation  location  is  some  40  km  from  the 
closest  known  nesting  spots  in  the  county.  A 
Western  Kingbird  was  noted  away  from 
known  breeding  areas  on  Bolivar  Pen.,  Galve- 
ston 19  Jun  as  were  2 in  a separate  Galveston 
location  27  Jun  (|Ke). 

Habitat  restoration  at  Rio  Bosque  Wetlands 
Park,  El  Paso  has  resulted  in  increasing  num- 
bers of  Bell’s  Vireos.  This  summer,  at  least  five 
territories  were  located  in  the  rebounding 
tornillo  stands  in  the  park  (JSp).  Two  Bell’s 
Vireos  counter-singing  near  Alton,  Dickens  28 
Jun  (AH)  represented  noteworthy  breeding 
activity  for  the  South  Plains.  A Yellow-throat- 
ed Vireo  at  Green  Gulch,  Big  Bend  N.E,  Brew- 
ster 28  Jul  (GCo,  BGi,  TR)  was  out  of  place.  A 
Plumbeous  Vireo  at  Cibolo  Creek  Ranch,  Pre- 
sidio 16  Jul  (BZ)  was  unexpected  at  that  date 
for  the  lowland  locale.  Warbling  Vireos  occu- 
pied two  territories  at  Webberville  County 
Park,  Travis  4-28  Jul,  with  at  least  3 juvs.  not- 
ed (BFr).  Migrating  Warbling  Vireos  were  no- 
tably late  in  El  Paso  19  Jun  OiP)  and  in 


Central  Brazos  Valley.  Evidence  of  nesting 
Tree  Swallows  was  reported  from  a number  of 
locations,  including  2 imms.  at  a nest  in  Clay 
23  May  (GM,  FK),  an  ad.  and  2 imms.  at  the 
Big  Slough  Wilderness  Area,  Houston  26  May 
(DW,  MW,  et  al.),  an  ad.  and  3 downy  young 
in  a nest  at  L.  Nacogdoches,  Nacogdoches  1 
Jun  (SS),  and  2 imms.  at  Richland  Creek 
W.M.A.,  Navairo  25  Jul  (DDC,  DL).  Cave 
Swallows  continue  their  range  expansion  on 
the  South  Plains,  with  8 near  Lehman, 
Cochran  29  Jun  (AH).  Several  nests  in  s.  Hall 
13  Jul  (BP)  represented  the  first  nesting 
record  for  the  Panhandle.  More  unexpected 
was  the  discovery  of  several  active  nests  of 
Cave  Swallows  under  the  Neches  River 
bridge,  Angelina/Houston  in  May  and  Jun 
(DW)  providing  a first  in  both  occurrence 
and  nesting  for  the  Pineywoods  of  East  Texas. 

NUTHATCHES  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

A holdover  from  the  winter  irruption,  a Red- 
breasted Nuthatch  was  at  the  Ft.  Bliss  sewage 
ponds,  El  Paso  6 Jun  (BZ),  providing  the  first 


This  Flame-colored  Tanager  proved  to  be  a tough  bird  to  find  during  its  stay  in  Big  Bend's  Boot  Canyon  12-28  (here  12)  June 
2008.  It  provided  the  seventh  record  for  Texas.  Photograph  byMalkolm  Boothroyd 


Alpine,  Jeff  Davis  22  Jun  (MB,  COJ).  An  ad. 
Green  Jay  at  Ft.  Inge,  Uvalde  12  Jul  (MH)  may 
have  been  breeding;  this  is  one  of  the  only 
summer  records  for  the  area,  though  the 
species  has  become  more  regular  during  win- 
ter. Brown  Jays  continue  to  be  at  a premium 
in  s.  Texas.  Encouraging  was  a report  of  2 
juvs.  and  2 ads.  at  the  La  Puerta  Tract  near  Rio 
Grande  City  Starr  9-11  Jun  (tDT).  A nesting 
pair  of  Horned  Larks  was  a great  find  in  Den- 
ton 12  Jul  (GG).  An  ad.  Tree  Swallow  at  Gib- 
bons Creek  Res.,  Grimes  21  Jun  (DV,  DG, 
JaG)  provided  a first  summer  record  for  the 


Jun  record  for  the  El  Paso  area.  A Brown-head- 
ed Nuthatch  observed  near  Roans  Prairie, 
Grimes  17  Jun  (DV)  provided  an  unexpected 
summer  first  for  the  county.  This  location  is  at 
the  dividing  line  between  the  Post  Oak  Savan- 
nah and  Pineywoods  regions.  Carolina  Wrens 
continue  to  expand  their  range  westward 
along  the  Rio  Grande  in  Big  Bend.  This  season 
at  least  10  territories  were  discovered  between 
Cottonwood  Campground  and  Santa  Elena 
Canyon,  Brewster  17-20  Jun  (RDo).  At  least 
one  singing  Sedge  Wren  was  present  in  Waller 
19  Jun  and  5 Jul  (BoH),  providing  the  4th 
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summer  record  for  the  U.T.C.  A singing  Wood 
Thrush  was  near  Chappell  Hill,  Washington  1 
Jun  (DV,  DMc)  was  only  the  2nd  to  be  found 
in  summer  in  the  Central  Brazos  Valley  since 
1987.  Gray  Catbird  is  a rare  nesting  species  on 
the  U.T.C. , and  this  season,  single  birds  were 
noted  away  from  known  breeding  areas  at  the 
Eldridge  Retention  Basin,  Harris  16  Jun  (BGr) 
and  Cullinan  Park,  Ft.  Bend  19  Jun  (BGr). 
Phainopeplas  were  reported  in  above-average 
numbers  along  the  e.  edge  of  the  range,  where 
the  species  is  rare.  A pair  was  near  the  Val 
Verde/Crockett  line  sw.  of  Ozona  14  Jun  (EF), 
and  3 were  noted  n.  of  Comstock,  Val  Verde  17 
Jun  (MGu). 

An  Orange-crowned  Warbler  in  El  Paso,  El 
Paso  21  Jun  QiP)  was  extremely  late.  On  the 
other  end  of  the  spectrum,  a Virginias  War- 
bler made  an  exceptionally  early  appearance 
at  Rio  Bosque  Wetlands  Park,  El  Paso  20  Jul 
OSp).  Single  singing  Yellow  Warblers  were 
studied  at  length  at  the  San  Antonio  Botanical 
Gardens,  Bexar  29-30  Jun  (BW)  and  at  Web- 
berville  County  Park,  Travis  6-19  Jul  (BFr), 
though  in  neither  case  was  a mate  or  any  evi- 
dence of  nesting  observed.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  the  population  of  Mangrove  Warblers 
that  continue  to  be  present  at  Port  Isabel, 
Cameron,  Yellow  Warblers  are  not  known  to 
nest  in  the  state.  A migrant  Yellow  Warbler 
made  an  early  appearance  in  Lubbock,  Lub- 
bock 27  Jul  (AH).  An  extraordinarily  early 
post-breeding  wanderer  was  an  Audubon’s 
Warbler  near  Dalhart,  Hartley  4 Jul  QoM)-  A 
late  migrant  Prairie  Warbler  was  at  West  Fort 
Hood,  Bell  5 Jun  (WSt),  providing  a rare  sum- 
mer record  for  the  county.  One  of  the  more 
outstanding  finds  of  the  season  was  a 
Cerulean  Warbler  at  Caddo  L.,  Marion  15  Jul 
(TTW).  This  species  was  formerly  a summer 
resident  of  ne.  Texas,  although  there  have 
been  no  nesting  records  since  the  1930s.  A 
Black-and-white  Warbler  in  Big  Bend’s  Chisos 
Mts.,  Brewster  18  Jul  (BZ)  fits  well  with  the 
pattern  of  occurrence  for  this  species.  A wan- 
dering Prothonotary  Warbler  was  noted  on 
the  Dewitt/Karnes  county  line  27  Jul  (DMu). 
The  first  Louisiana  Waterthrush  migrants 
normally  arrive  in  Texas  in  late  Jul,  as  was  the 
case  with  one  in  L.  Jackson,  Brazoria  25  Jul 
(SH).  More  unexpected  was  another  at  Boot 
Canyon,  Brewster  26  Jul  (BGi).  Painted 
Restarts  were  again  much  in  evidence  in  Boot 
Canyon  through  the  period  (m.ob.),  with  at 
least  five  pairs  present  and  successful  nesting 
reported.  Hewetson’s  annual  survey  for  Yel- 
low-breasted Chats  at  White  River  L.,  Crosby 
19  Jul  turned  up  24  ads.  and  30  imm.  birds. 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

The  bird  of  the  season  in  the  Trans-Pecos  was 


a Flame-colored  Tanager  in  Big  Bend’s  Boot 
Canyon,  Brewster  12-28  Jun  (ph.,  tMB  et  al), 
which  provided  the  7th  record  for  the  state.  A 
Black-headed  Grosbeak  at  Buckhollow  Ranch, 
Real  1 1 Jun  was  likely  a late  migrant  (MGr).  A 
well-described  Eastern  Towhee  made  an  ap- 
pearance in  s.  Hall  13  Jul  (BP),  providing  a 
truly  unexpected  first  summer  record  for  the 
Panhandle.  While  still  rare,  a more  expected 
occurrence  of  Eastern  Towhee  was  a singing 
male  in  the  Angelina  N.E,  Jasper  2-5  Jul  (RS). 
Three  imm.  Chipping  Sparrows  at  White  Me- 
morial Park,  Chambers  11  Jul  were  no- 
table, as  the  species  is  not  known  to  nest  on 
the  U.T.C.  Field  Sparrows  were  confirmed  as 
breeding  birds  in  n.-cen.  Texas,  with  ads.  and 
fledgling  found  near  Glen  Rose,  Someiyell  25 
Jun  (ph.  GL).  A pair  of  Field  Sparrows  attend- 
ing a nest  with  2 young  was  discovered  at 
White  River  L.,  Crosby  19  Jul  (AH),  where  the 
species  is  a rare  nester.  Up  to  8 ad.  and  7 fledg- 
ling Indigo  Buntings  were  counted  at  White 
River  L.,  Crosby  19  Jul  (AH)  during  a survey 
for  the  species. 

Audubon’s  Orioles  continue  to  be  found 
with  regularity  on  the  s.  Edwards  Plateau. 
This  season,  a male  was  near  Rio  Medina, 
Medina  19  Jun  O^M),  and  a pair  was  present 
near  Utopia,  Uvalde  throughout  the  period, 
including  a hatch-year  bird  on  13  & 21  Jun 
(MH).  Perhaps  surprisingly,  the  first  nesting 
record  for  Great-tailed  Grackle  for  the  cen. 
Pineywoods  was  confirmed  in  Nacogdoches, 
Nacogdoches  in  late  Jun  (m.ob.).  Two  ad.  Pine 
Siskins  were  observed  feeding  a fledgling  at 
Plains  County  Park,  Yoakum  1 Jun  (AH),  pro- 
viding a first  documented  breeding  record  for 
the  South  Plains.  Also  of  interest  was  a group 
of  3 Pine  Siskins  in  the  Davis  Mts.  Resort,  JeJJ 
Davis  18  Jun  (KB,  ph.  ML)  and  one  near 
Christoval,  Tom  Green  20  Jun-7  Jul  (ph. 
RDa).  A male  American  Goldfinch  lingered  at 
Balmorhea  S.P.,  Reeves  until  21  Jun  (TJ).  Far- 
ther e.  and  equally  out  of  place  were  single 
male  American  Goldfinches  at  Niederwald, 
Caldwell  9 Jul  and  near  Cibolo,  Guadalupe  20 
Jul  (ByS).  Less  surprising,  yet  still  unusual,  an 
American  Goldfinch  was  heard  at  Lake  O’  the 
Pines,  Upshur  21  Jul  (MD). 
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Scout  Lane,  E!  Paso,  TX  79922.  email:  paton- 
jn@netzero.net),  Barrett  Pierce,  Diane  Pierce, 
Randy  Pinkston,  William  Pinkston  (WPi), 
Warren  Pruess,  Ross  Rasmussen,  Martin  Reid, 
Thomas  Riecke,  Chris  Runk,  Boyd  Sanders 
(BoS),  Michelle  Santisteban,  Rick  Schaefer, 

Bob  Sargent  (BSa),  Willie  Sekula  (South 
Texas:  7063  Co.  Rd.  228,  Falls  City,  TX  78113- 
2627.  email:  wsekula@copper.net),  Jim  Sin-  I 
clair  OSi)-  Howard  Smith,  Becki  Snow,  John  I 
Sproul,  Bob  Stone  (BoS),  Byron  Stone  (ByS),  j 
Rose  Marie  Stortz,  Sarah  Stovall,  Wayne  | 
Strebe,  Brady  Surber,  Tom  Taylor,  Jane  Till-  j 
man,  Daniel  Trevino,  Darrell  Vollert,  Christian  ' 
Walker  (CWa),  Tom  Walker,  Ron  Weeks  f 
(U.T.C.:  110  Indian  Warrior,  Lake  Jackson,  TX  « 

77566.  email:  ronweeks@sbcglobal.net),  Carol 
Wells  (CWe),  Brad  Wier,  David  Wolf,  Mimi 
Wolf,  Barry  Zimmer. 


Mark  W.  Lockwood,  402  East  Harriet  Avenue 
Alpine,  Texas  79830  (mark.lockwoodppwd.state.tx.us) 
Randy  Pinkston,  3505  Hemlock  Court 
Temple,  Texas  76502,  (drpinkston@sbcglobal.net) 

Ron  Weeks,  110  Indian  Warrior 

Lake  Jackson,  Texas  77566,  (ronweeks@sbcglobal.net) 
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Birders  in  Colorado  and  Wyoming  expe- 
rienced June  temperatures  near  normal 
and  below  normal,  respectively;  July 
brought  both  states  above-normal  tempera- 
tures. Both  states  averaged  below-normal  pre- 
cipitation for  the  summer  season.  Drought 
conditions  were  worst  in  far  southeastern 
Colorado,  where  extreme  drought  classifica- 
tion graded  through  severe  to  moderate  head- 
ing north  and  west  across  the  state’s  plains 
and  abnormally  dry  along  the  eastern  front  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains.  Wyoming’s  worst 
drought  conditions  remained  in  the  south- 
western comer  of  the  state,  reaching  severe 
levels  there.  Most  of  the  remaining  western 
parts  of  Wyoming  were  considered  abnormal- 
ly dry  by  the  end  of  the  period. 

Many  birding  highlights  this  season  in- 
volved the  documented  expansion  of  breeding 
ranges,  a timely  theme  in  the  midst  of  Col- 
orado’s second  Breeding  Bird  Atlas  project. 
Most  “expanders”  have  been  doing  so  incre- 
mentally or  in  small  outlying  colonies,  but 
Pine  Siskins  swept  the  Eastern  Plains  this  sum- 
mer as  holdovers  from  a massive  winter  and 
spring  irruption,  a phenomenon  not  detected 
during  the  field  work  for  the  first  atlas.  An  in- 
teresting but  not  often  discussed  phenomenon 
of  Regional  staging  was  noted  at  Loudy-Simp- 
son  Park  in  Craig,  Moffat  County,  Colorado, 
where  Neotropical  migrants  delayed  the  final 
push  up  to  their  montane  breeding  habitats 
due  to  locally  heavy  snow  and  cold  tempera- 
tures lingering  from  the  spring.  Post-breeding 
dispersal  presumably  explains  many  rare  birds 
found  later  in  the  season. 

Abbreviations:  “West  Slope”  denotes  locations 
west  of  the  Rockies.  Due  to  reporting  biases, 
all  locations  can  be  assumed  to  be  in  Colorado 


except  that  each  Wyoming  location  is  noted  as 
such  the  first  time  it  appears  in  the  text.  Be- 
cause most  rarities  are  seen  by  multiple  ob- 
servers, only  the  observer (s)  initially  finding 
and  identifying  the  bird  are  noted  here. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  HEROHS 

Aythya  ducks  are  often  found  scattered  across 
the  Region  away  from  breeding  areas  in  sum- 
mer, but  most  of  these  are  of  Regionally- 
breeding  species.  Greater  Scaup,  however,  are 
quite  rare  in  summer,  so  sightings  at  two  loca- 
tions in  Moffat  in  early  jun  (FL)  are  of  inter- 
est. Buffleheads  are  known  to  breed  in  Col- 
orado only  in  the  mts.  around  North  Park  and 
are  rarely  found  away  from  that  area  in  sum- 
mer; the  3 scattered  in  the  s.  half  of  the  state 
(Alamosa,  Delta,  w.  Las  Animas)  in  Jun  and  Jul 
are  more  than  typical  at  this  season.  Hooded 
Merganser  continued  its  Colorado  status  as  a 
rare  “stealth”  breeder:  a female  with  a brood  of 
3 was  noted  in  Jefferson  9 Jul  (ph.  DF);  prior 
to  this  century,  there  was  only  one  breeding 
record  for  the  state.  A female-plumaged  Com- 
mon Merganser  was  out  of  place  well  out  on 
the  plains  at  L.  Meredith,  Crowley  8 Jul  (SM). 

The  Wet  Mts.,  a spur  range  of  the  Rockies, 
supports  a breeding  avifauna  that  is  some- 
what depauperate  compared  to 
the  neighboring  Sangre  de 
Cristo  Mts.  One  of  the  species 
that  is  only  rarely  reported 
from  Wet  Mts.  is  Dusky 
Grouse,  so  two  sightings  there 
this  summer — 2 at  Cordova 
Pass,  Las  Animas  5 Jul  (S.  Gif- 
ford) and  9 (including  5 
young)  in  the  Huerfano 
Wilderness  Area,  Huerfano  13 
Jul  (ABu) — provide  excellent 
records  for  the  Breeding  Bird 
Atlas.  Five  Common  Loons 
were  found  in  the  Region  this  summer,  with 
singles  in  Chaffee  and  Garfield  and  3 at  Sarato- 
ga L.,  Carbon,  WY  8 Jun  (DR  E Bergquist,  E 
Lebsack)  that  tarried  from  spring.  Western 
Grebes  apparently  nested  this  summer  in  wa- 
ter-poor Ouray  at  Crawford  S.P.  (m.ob.).  In 
fact,  breeding  Aechmophorus  were  of  note  for 
a variety  of  reasons  this  year.  The  best  show 
was  at  L.  Henry,  Crowley,  where  hundreds  of 
birds  nested  among  smartweed  (Polygonum 
sp.)  close  to  the  road  and  provided  a spectac- 
ular show  May-Oct,  with  dependent  young 
noted  well  into  autumn.  Did  pairs  rotate 
through  the  fairly  limited  amount  of  nesting 
habitat  to  create  such  an  extended  season?  Of 
particular  interest  was  an  apparent  mixed  pair 
(male  Western,  female  Clark’s)  with  young 
there  16  Jun  (ph.  V.  Truan). 

The  bittern  sweep  was  pulled  off  at 


Thurston  Res.,  Prowers  28  Jul  (MP,  BKP) 
when  a Least  Bittern  called  there.  A Little  Blue 
Heron,  an  ad.,  was  near  Standley  L.,  Jefferson 
18  Jun  (LS),  the  only  Regional  occurrence 
this  season.  Tricolored  Heron  showed  well 
this  season,  with  one  juv.  at  Thurston  Res.  27- 
28  Jul  (ph.  DAL)  and  2 at  Jumbo  Res.,  Logan 
and  Sedgwick  8 Aug  (ph.  BS).  A Cattle  Egret 
at  DeWeese  Res.,  Custer  2 Jun  (RM)  was  in 
the  mts.,  where  rare.  Two  Glossy  Ibis  were 
seen  well  in  the  ibis  colony  at  Rush  L.,  Hut- 
ton N.W.R.,  Albany,  WY  at  which  the  species 
was  first  noted  nesting  in  2005  (see  Faulkner, 
D.  2005.  Hybridization  and  nesting  of  Glossy 
Ibis  [Plegadis  falcinellus]  in  Wyoming.  North 
American  Birds  59:  382-384). 

RITES  THROUGH  OWLS 

A Mississippi  Kite  was  n.  of  range  in  Fort 
Collins,  Larimer  10  Jun  (ED).  The  rapid 
spread  of  Bald  Eagles  continues  apace  in  Col- 
orado, where  what  may  have  been  prospecting 
ads.  were  seen  at  Clear  Creek  Res.,  Lake  (ph. 
R.  Hancock)  and  in  the  Huerfano  Wilderness 
Area  (ABu)  this  summer.  A Sandhill  Crane  in 
Boulder  28  Jun  (A.  Cooper)  was  a surprise  and 
may  be  the  result  of  recent  nesting  in  neigh- 
boring Weld.  A misplaced  Snowy  Plover  pro- 


Rio  Blanco  Reservoir,  Rio  Blanco  County,  Colorado  hosted  the  county's  first  Least 
Tern  on  6 (here)  and  7 June  2008.  Photograph  by  Dona  Hilkey. 

vided  a 2nd  record  for  the  well-worked  Chico 
Basin  Ranch,  Pueblo  2 Jun  (K.  Pals).  The  ex- 
treme brevity  with  which  some  shorebird 
species  are  on  breeding  grounds  was  exempli- 
fied this  summer  by  Marbled  Godwit:  the  last 
spring  migrant  in  Colorado  (where  the  species 
does  not  breed)  was  at  John  Martin  Res.,  Bent 
2 Jun  (SR,  ABa)  and  the  first  fall  migrants  (3) 
were  at  Ramah  Res.,  El  Paso  3 Jul  (BM).  After 
the  miserable,  mud-poor  2007  fall  shorebird 
season,  it  was  nice  to  have  at  least  some  rea- 
sonable numbers  of  shorebirds  this  year. 
Though  conditions  were  not  at  all  optimal,  the 
high  “summer”  count  of  Western  Sandpipers 
this  year  was  of  50 — versus  9 in  summer/fall 
2007.  The  30  Baird’s  Sandpipers  at  Big  John- 
son Res.,  El  Paso  20  Jim  (TF)  was  a high  num- 
ber for  either  so  early  or  so  late  in  Jun;  they 
were  presumed  to  be  fall  migrants.  A Long- 
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A rare  visitor  to  the  west  side  of  the  Continental  Divide,  this  adult  male  Baltimore  Oriole 
was  photographed  while  satisfied  its  craving  for  sweets  in  the  town  of  Eagle,  Eagle 
County,  Colorado  on  2 June  2008.  Present  from  the  spring,  it  lingered  through  at  least  5 
July  and  provided  the  county's  first  record  of  the  species.  Photograph  by  VicZerbi. 


billed  Dowitcher  at  Grand  Junction,  Mesa  6- 
21  Jun  (LA)  not  only  provided  a first  West 
Slope  jun  record  but  also  the  first  record  of  the 
species  summering  in  Colorado, 

It’s  a sad  season  when  we  only  have  one 
gull  to  report:  a one-day  wonder  ad.  Laughing 
Gull  at  Duck  L.,  Larimer  3 Jun  (NK).  An  ad. 
Least  Tern  put  in  a first  Rio  Blanco  appearance 
6-7  Jun  at  Rio  Blanco  Res.  (FL  et  al.);  the 
species  has  been  amazingly  regular  in  late 
spring  in  nw.  Colorado  of  late.  Of  three  re- 
ports of  Caspian  Tern,  the  Steamboat  Res., 
Routt  occurrence  9 Jul  (N.  Merrill,  D.  Bolton) 
was  most  unusual.  Black  Tern  migration  dates 
in  the  Region  are  more  like  those  of  a shore- 
bird  than  those  of  other  terns.  This  summer, 
the  last  spring  occurrence  was  on  8 Jun 
(Saratoga  L.;  DF,  m.ob.),  the  first  fall  occur- 
rence on  3 Jul  (Ramah  Res.;  BM).  This  sum- 
mer saw  at  least  15  Colorado  occurrences  of 
White-winged  Dove  (totaling  at  least  24  indi- 
viduals), with  breeding  reported  at  two  sites 
in  Prowers  (VT,  DAL).  The  two  Colorado 
colonies  of  Inca  Dove  (in  Prowers  and  Otero) 
continue  but  also  continue  to  not  spread  to 
other  locales. 

Focused  effort  on  Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  in 
w.  Colorado  resulted  this  summer  in  the  dis- 
covery of  a successful  nest  in  Delta  (JBn)  and 
possible  nesting  birds  at  two  sites  in  Moffat 
(FL).  Though  the  species  was  formerly  more 
common  in  w.  Colorado  riparian  habitats,  the 
Delta  nest  may  be  the  first  found  on  the  West 
Slope.  A territorial  Western  Screech-Owl  at 
the  Medano-Zapata  Ranch,  Alamosa  9 Jun 
(TF)  provided  one  of  few  firm  records  of  the 
species  in  the  San  Luis  Valley.  Interestingly, 
also  at  the  Ranch  on  the  same  night  was  a 
Northern  Pygmy-Owl,  This  juxtaposition  is 


quite  rare  in  Colorado, 
particularly  in  summer, 
as  the  two  species  are 
nearly  altitudinally  al- 
lopatric  as  breeders  in  the 
state.  Two  Short-eared 
Owls  in  suburban  Boulder 
5 Jul  (E.  Albright)  were 
quite  a surprise  in  sum- 
mer in  such  a well-birded 
county. 

NIGHTJARS 
THROUGH  MARTINS 

Up  to  4 Lesser  Night- 
hawks  were  reported 
from  Nucla,  Montrose  f- 
13  Jun  (CD,  BW);  the 
species’  status  in  Col- 
orado is  changing  quite 
quickly,  as  more  ob- 
servers look  through  the 
hordes  of  Commons  more  carefully.  Two 
Magnificent  Hummingbirds,  both  females, 
were  documented  to  the  Colorado  B.R.C. 
from  the  summer:  above  Manitou  Springs,  El 
Paso  6-10  Jul  (B.  & S.  Steger)  and  near 
Maysville,  Chaffee  8-18  Jul  (B.  & D.  Ger- 
many). Among  a double  handful  of  interest- 
ing sightings  of  Black-chinned  Hummingbird 
this  season,  the  most  interesting  were  of  sin- 
gles at  the  Medano-Zapata  Ranch  9 Jun  (TF) 
and  in  the  Wet  Mts.,  Custer  23  Jul  (BKP),  as 
both  locations  are  at  high  elevation  for  the 
species,  particularly  the  latter  at  2775  m!  But, 
then,  recently  “the  species  has  become  near- 
ly as  common  as  Broad-tailed,”  in  the  Col- 
orado City/Rye  area,  Pueblo,  “a  significant  ex- 
pansion of  its  breeding  range”  (DS).  An  odd- 
looking hummingbird  in  Jefferson  15  Jul  (ph. 
M.  Chavez)  may  have  been  a Broad- tailed  x 
Black-chinned  hybrid.  Red-headed  Wood- 
peckers w.  to  and  in  the  foothills,  where  quite 
rare,  were  a phenomenon  this  summer.  One 
reached  Loveland,  Larimer  15  Jun  (D.  Bret- 
ting);  a pair  was  found  on  the  same  day  at- 
tending a nest  within  the  Hayman  Burn,  Jef- 
ferson (T.  Halverstadt)  and  feeding  fledglings 
by  26  Jul  (DF);  and  one  was  e.  of  Aguilar,  Las 
Animas  20  Jul  (S.  Gifford). 

The  Least  Flycatcher  colonization  of  w. 
Colorado  continues,  as  6+  individuals  were 
found  along  a stretch  of  19  km  of  the  Yampa 
R.  in  Moffat  (FL)  and  individuals  at  two  loca- 
tions at  Paonia,  Delta  QBn).  A Gray  Flycatch- 
er at  Dixon  Res.,  Larimer  9 Jun  (ED)  was  both 
late  and  far  n.  for  Colorado’s  e.  side,  whereas 
a Dusky  Flycatcher  near  Las  Animas,  Bent  19 
Jul  (MP)  was  an  early  fall  disperser  on  the 
plains.  A Pacific-slope/Cordilleran  Flycatcher 
s.  of  Lamar,  Prowers  14  Jun  (JS)  was  wisely 
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left  unidentified  to  species,  as  the  site  is  out- 
side the  breeding  range  of  Cordilleran  at  a 
time  when  oddball  vagrants  are  sometimes 
found  on  the  plains.  Black  Phoebe  continues 
to  hold  its  montane  Arkansas  R.  drainage 
breeding  range,  with  at  least  five  breeding 
sites  in  Fremont  (RM,  SM)  and  continued  oc- 
cupation of  the  Salida,  Chaffee  site  (the  cur- 
rent terminus  of  the  breeding  range  in  the  sys- 
tem), as  ads.  were  noted  attending  3 fledg- 
lings there  27  Jun  (VT).  The  species  is  also 
spreading,  slowly,  eastward,  as  one  was  noted 
in  e.  Las  Animas  20  Jul  (TF,  CC).  Eastern 
Phoebe  is  also  expanding  its  range  up  the 
Arkansas  R.  drainage,  with  the  species  being 
noted  at  two  sites  in  Fremont  and  one  indi- 
vidual all  the  way  uphill  to  Wetmore,  Custer  1 
Jun  (RM).  For  a fairly  early  spring  migrant,  an 
Ash-throated  Flycatcher  was  found  far  away 
from  its  beloved  junipers  at  Russell  Lakes 
S.W.A.,  Saguache  8 Jun  (TF);  2 noted  at 
Horsetooth  Res.,  Larimer  10  Jul  (D.  Stein- 
graeber)  were  well  n.  of  range. 

A Bell’s  Vireo  singing  at  Gregory  Canyon, 
Boulder  17  Jul  (S.  Jones)  was  well  w.  of  range 
and  at  a site  known  for  out-of-range  breeding 
by  e.  species  (e.g..  White-eyed  Vireo  and 
Hooded  Warbler).  A Plumbeous  Vireo  at  Rus- 
sell Lakes  S.W.A.  8 Jun  (TF)  was  an  oddity,  as 
the  species  is  not  known  to  breed  on  the  floor 
of  the  San  Luis  Valley.  Despite  the  usual 
plethora  of  summer  records  of  singing  Red- 
eyed Vireos  in  e.  Colorado,  confirmed  breed- 
ing by  the  species  here  continues  to  elude  ob- 
servers. Summer  reports  of  Chihuahuan 
Ravens  away  from  se.  Colorado  continue  to 
accumulate,  with  this  season’s  crop  being  from 
Arapahoe  and  Conejos.  With  the  extreme  diffi- 
culty in  identifying  ravens,  we  await  incontro- 
vertible proof  of  the  species’  occurrence  in 
such  places.  Two  or  3 Purple  Martins  in  rela- 
tively low-elevation  Meeker,  Rio  Blanco  5-6 
Jun  (DH)  were  probably  just  spring  migrants 
of  this  typically  late-season  migrant  species. 

WRENS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

The  Canon  City  Carolina  Wrens  continued 
(m.ob.),  but  one  near  the  New  Mexico  line  at 
L.  Dorothey  Las  Animas  1 Jun  (AS)  was  quite 
unexpected.  A Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  just  out 
onto  the  plains  at  Fountain  Creek  Regional 
Park,  El  Paso  25  Jul  (D.  Chartier)  was  quite 
atypical  for  the  season.  A family  of  Eastern 
Bluebirds  in  foothill  Boulder  24  Jun  (CN)  was 
well  w.  of  normal  and  provided  one  of  few 
breeding  records  for  the  foothill  edge.  A 
singing  Wood  Thrush  at  Dixon  Res.  8-11  Jun 
(ED)  was  either  a late  spring  migrant  or  a 
wandering  potential  breeder.  A Curve-billed 
Thrasher  in  Douglas  2 Jun  (CC,  ph.  D.  Barnes) 
was  inexplicably  n.  of  usual.  A Nashville  War- 
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bier  was  decently  described  from  Riverton, 
Fremont,  Wyoming  in  late  Jul  (W.  Major)— an 
odd  time  and  place  for  this  species.  A singing 
Northern  Parula  was  a one-day  wonder  at 
Hotchkiss,  Delta  17  Jun  OBn);  the  species  is 
rare  on  the  West  Slope  at  any  time  but  partic- 
ularly in  summer.  However,  the  oddest  record 
of  the  species  was  of  the  individual  at  3600  m 
near  San  Luis  Peak,  Saguache  10  Jul  (ph.  J. 
Birek)  that  provided  the  high-elevation  record 
for  the  state  and  the  Region.  Laggard  spring- 
migrant  Chestnut-sided  Warblers  were  found 
in  the  first  half  of  Jun,  as  per  usual,  with  this 
year’s  reports  coming  from  Larimer  and  Boul- 
der. A female  Prairie  Warbler  that  built  a nest 
was  nicely  photographed  at  Castlewood 
Canyon  S.E,  Douglas  17-20  Jun  (GW)  for  a 
rare  summer  record;  no  Prairie  Warbler  mate 
was  seen  or  heard.  A male  Hooded  Warbler 
sang  its  way  from  spring  deep  into  summer 
(24  Jun)  at  Eldorado  Mt.,  Boulder  (CN),  and 
the  species  apparently  nested  again  at  Canon 
City  (RM,  SM). 

The  returning  male  Scarlet  Tanager  main- 
tained its  territory  in  Gregory  Canyon 
through  at  least  18  Jul  (m.ob.).  A Green-tailed 
Towhee  near  Sundance  8 Jul  (J.  Adams)  might 
provide  a first  for  lightly  birded  Crook,  WY. 
Two  singing  Cassin’s  Sparrows  were  a bit  w.  of 
normal  at  Chatfield  S.P.,  Douglas  13  Jun  (JK). 
Rare  in  Moffat,  nesting  of  Black-throated  Spar- 
rows was  confirmed  in  Browns  Park  10  Jul 
(D.  Bridges).  A Grasshopper  Sparrow  singing 
near  Rye  29  Jun  (DS)  was  at  relatively  high  el- 
evation at  2070  m.  On  the  West  Slope,  where 
somewhat  rare.  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks 
were  at  Steamboat  Springs,  Routt  (male  4-5 
Jun,  female  5 Jun;  L.  Williams  et  al);  Grand 
Junction,  Mesa  (male  5 jun;  G.  Tischbein,  J. 
Toolen);  and  Hayden,  Routt  (male  6 Jun;  ph. 
N.  Merrill).  A singing  male  Painted  Bunting 
was  noted  at  the  usual  Colorado  breeding 
site,  Cottonwood  Canyon,  Baca/Las  Animas  3 
Jun  (SR,  ABa)  and  19  Jul  (CW,  NK). 

A Brewer’s  Blackbird  s.  of  Lamar  14-16  Jun 
OS)  was  fairly  far  s.  and  e.  for  the  season.  A 
male  Baltimore  Oriole  at  Eagle  from  spring 
through  at  least  5 Jul  Q.  Riggle,  ph.  Y Zerbi) 
provided  a West  Slope  Eagle  first,  and  a male 
Scott’s  Oriole  sw.  of  Colorado  Springs  8Jun  (P. 
Hurtado)  made  for  one  of  very  few  El  Paso 
records.  A late  snowstorm  sent  500  Brown- 
capped  Rosy-Finches  downslope  into  Estes 
Park,  Larimer  11  Jun  (S.  RashidX  We  received 
only  two  reports  of  White-winged  Crossbill 
this  season,  but  one  was  of  a singing  male  on 
the  Grand  Mesa,  Delta  16  Jul  QBn).  Lesser 
Goldfinch  continues  to  make  news  due  to  its 
spread  northward  and  eastward  from  typical 
haunts.  In  Wyoming,  one  to  2 individuals 
were  noted  at  each  of  two  residences  in 


The  eve.iit  of  the  season  wss  the  incredible  show- 
ing Pine  Siskin  made  in  e.  Colorado  after  the 
widespread  irruption  to  the  plains  last  winter.  From 
larimer  to  Preu/ers  and  Sedgwick  to  Huerfm,  large  num- 
bers v/ere  scattered  throughout  the  plains,  with  at  least 
some  noted  in  nearly  all  towns  f isited  by  birders  and  with 
breeding  actbity  noted  in  numerous  places.  Though  most 
birders  did  not  promde  numbers  torn  most  locations  at 
which  the  species  was  detected  (and  most  Regional  edi- 
tors did  not  capture  all  reports  out  there),  the  total  num- 
ber of  individuals  on  the  plains  must  have  run  into  the 
thousands  in  an  area  in  which  during  the  first  Colorado 
Breeding  Bird  Atlas  virtually  no  breeding  activity  was  not- 
ed. Hopefully,  observers  duly  reported  such  observations 
to  the  second  Colorado  Breeding  Bird  Atlas. 

Cheyenne,  Laramie  beginning  14  Jun  (B. 
Gorges,  C.  Seniawski)  and  at  one  from  w.  of 
Cheyenne  after  Jun  (J.  McKee).  In  Colorado, 
2 were  s.  of  Lamar  15-16  Jun  (JS). 

UNDOCUMENTED  RARITIES 

The  following  review  species  were  reported 
without  documentation  in  Colorado:  Trum- 
peter Swan  in  Eagle/Gatfield;  Black  Vulture  in 
Larimer;  Lesser  Nighthawk  in  La  Plata;  Blue- 
throated  Hummingbird  in  Mesa;  single  Mag- 
nificent Hummingbirds  in  El  Paso  and  Mesa; 
Vermilion  Flycatcher  in  Otero;  Hepatic  Tanag- 
er in  Las  Animas;  Painted  Bunting  in  Jefferson. 

Cited  observers  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Larry  Arnold,  Andy  Bankert,  Jim  Beatty 
(sw.  Colorado),  Allan  Burns,  Eric  DeFonso, 
Coen  Dexter  (w.-cen.  Colorado),  Doug 
Faulkner  (Wyoming),  Dick  Filby  (DFy),  Ted 
Floyd,  Brian  Gibbons,  Dona  Hilkey  Joey  Kell- 
ner, Steve  Larson,  Gloria  & Jim  Lawrence 
(statewide  RBA,  Wyoming),  Forrest  Luke 
(nw.  Colorado),  Bill  Maynard,  Terry  McE- 
neaney  (Yellowstone),  Chris  Michelson 
(Casper,  WY),  Rich  Miller,  SeEtta  Moss, 
Christian  Nunes,  Susan  Patla  (Jackson,  WY), 
Brandon  K.  Percival  (se.  Colorado),  Mark  Pe- 
terson, Bert  Raynes  Qackson,  WY),  Joe  Roller, 
Bill  Schmoker  (Colorado  Front  Range),  Larry 
Semo  (ne.  Colorado),  Glenn  Walbek  (n.-cen. 
Colorado),  Vic  Zerbi.  Many  other  individual 
observers  contributed  information  to  this  re- 
port but  could  not  be  acknowledged  here;  all 
have  our  appreciation. 


Tony  Leukering,  P.O.  Box  660 

Brighton,  Colorado  80601  (greatgrayowl@aol.com) 

Lawrence  S.  Semo,  9054  Dover  St. 

Westminster,  Colorado  80021  (lsemo@swca.com) 
Bi!l  Schmoker,  3381  Larkspur  Dr. 

Longmont,  Colorado  80503  (bili@schmoker.org) 
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Idaho  & Western  Montana 


GET  DOWN 
AND  DIRTY 
FOR 

AMERICA. 

And  when  you  get  you  hands 
dirty  in  programs  tike  National 
Public  Lands  Day,  you  help 
spruce  up  your  beautiful  lands. 
Last  year,  on  this  day,  nearly 
80,000  volunteers  built  trails, 
bridges,  planted  native  trees 
and  removed  trash. 

To  find  out  how  you  can  help, 
go  to  www.npld.com  or  call 
800-VOL-TEER  (800-865-8337). 
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FOR  AMERICA’S  LANDS 
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Perhaps  the  summer  of  2008  will  be  best 
remembered  for  record  cool,  wet  weath- 
er that  persisted  until  almost  mid-June, 
and  especially  the  harsh  storm  on  the  10th 
and  11th  that  brought  measurable  amounts  of 
snow  to  much  of  the  Region.  Widespread  re- 
ports indicated  that  the  wintry  conditions 
slowed  or  halted  bird  migration,  delayed  nest- 
ing activities  by  several  weeks,  and  stressed  or 
even  killed  adult  birds  and  their  nestlings.  Af- 
ter mid-June,  the  season  became  much  more 
typical,  albeit  somewhat  drier  than  usual. 

Abbreviation:  latilong  (area  encompassed  by 
one  degree  latitude  and  one  degree  longitude 
used  in  mapping  bird  distribution  in  both 
Idaho  and  Montana). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Rare  in  n.  Idaho  and  a first  record  in  Latah 
was  a Trumpeter  Swan  at  Juliaetta  1 Jun 
(tCS).  Unexpected  anywhere  in  the  Region  in 
summer  was  a pair  of  Greater  Scaup  in  Fre- 
mont, ID  19  Jun  (tPL).  Also  rare  during  the 
nesting  season  was  a Red-breasted  Merganser 
in  Twin  Falls,  ID  20  Jun  (PL).  Representing  a 
surprising  first  record  for  Idaho  was  an  ad. 
Brown  Pelican  at  Hauser  L.,  Kootenai  16  Jul 
(p.a.,  ph.,  tDW).  Idaho’s  7th  Glossy  Ibis  was 
identified  in  Jefferson  20  Jun  (p.a.,  TPL);  the 
species  has  been  an  annual  visitor  to  e.  Idaho 
in  late  spring  or  early  summer  since  2005.  Es- 
pecially rare  in  summer  was  a Broad-winged 


Hawk  near  Glacier  N.P,  MT  31  Jul  (SG).  Pro- 
viding a summer  first  for  Idaho  was  a Mew 
Gull  in  Canyon  16-25  Jul  OH).  Band-tailed  Pi- 
geons showed  up  in  Idaho’s  Gem  14  Jun  (AH) 
and  Latah  25  Jul  (KD),  where  this  casual 
species  has  been  previously  recorded.  Mon- 
tana’s bird  of  the  season  was  a White-winged 
Dove  that  stopped  near  Poison,  MT  2 Jul 
(TGC).  Representing  only  the  2nd  record  for 
Latilong  4 was  a Flammulated  Owl  at  Craig 
Mt.,  ID  2 Jul  QC).  Two  unexpected  Broad- 
tailed Hummingbirds  documented  near  Boze- 
man 1 Jun  (EH)  provided  further  evidence  of 
range  expansion  in  Montana. 

The  discovery  of  three  Gray  Flycatcher 
nests  s.  of  Bannack  7-8  Jun  (JM,  SS)  finally 
confirmed  breeding  in  Beaverhead,  the  only 
county  in  Montana  where  the  flycatcher  regu- 
larly occurs.  Two  Ash-throated  Flycatchers 
were  reportedly  defending  territories  in  Twin 
Falls,  ID  14-16  (H&SK),  where  they  are  con- 
sidered extralimital.  Another  Ash-throated 
discovered  in  Jefferson,  ID  (BD)  provided  a 
first  record  for  Latilong  22.  The  only  rare  Den- 
droica  reported  was  a Chestnut-sided  Warbler 
in  Blaine,  ID  12  Jun  (ph.  TKC,  PWP).  Clay- 
colored  Sparrow  is  usually  not  annual  in  Ida- 
ho, so  territorial  males  documented  in  Latah 
5 Jun  (CS)  and  Twin  Falls  14-16  Jun  (H&SK) 
were  significant.  Four  rare  Indigo  Buntings 
were  recorded  in  Idaho  1-29  Jun,  possibly  the 
largest  seasonal  tally  ever.  Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks  also  made  an  excellent  showing, 
with  reports  of  5 in  Idaho  and  4 in  Montana 
1-23  Jun.  A territorial  Blue  Grosbeak,  not  an- 
nual in  Idaho,  was  discovered  in  Oneida  1 Jul 
(BD).  The  only  Great-tailed  Grackle  report 
was  from  Hamer,  ID  20  Jun  (PL). 

Contributors:  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): IDAHO:  Kathleen  Cameron,  Jerry  Ce- 
bula,  Bob  Davis,  Kas  Dumroese,  Arden  Hagen, 
Jim  Holcomb,  Harry  Krueger,  Skylar  Krueger, 
Paul  Lehman,  Shirley  Sturts,  Charles  Swift, 
Chuck  Trost,  Doug  Ward,  Poo  Wright-Pul- 
liam.  MONTANA:  Giles  Conway-Gordon, 
Steve  Gniadek,  Ed  Harper,  Jeff  Marks,  John 
Parker,  Jeff  Pentel  QPe).  Steve  Sherman.  © 
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New  Mexico 


Sartor  0,  Williams  III 


Summer  2008  brought  widespread 
drought  conditions  from  prairies  to 
mountains,  and  this  seems  to  have  af- 
fected breeding  bird  populations  generally,  as 
many  typically  common  species  were  detect- 
ed in  record  low  numbers.  Meanwhile,  rari- 
ties were  almost  non-existent,  "with  the  no- 
table exception  of  New  Mexico’s  first  Gull- 
billed Tern. 

Abbreviations:  B.L.N.W.R.  (Bitter  Lake 
N.W.R.);  Bosque  (Bosque  del  Apache 
N.W.R.);  E.B.L.  (Elephant  Butte  L.);  Maxwell 
(Maxwell  N.W.R.  and  vicinity);  N.R.T.  (n. 
Roosevelt  migrant  trap  w.  of  Melrose); 
R.G.N.C.  (Rio  Grande  Nature  Center,  Albu- 
querque); R.G.V.  (Rio  Grande  Valley);  R.S. 
(Rattlesnake  Springs  area,  Eddy). 

WATERFOWL  THiOUSH  RAPTORS 

Far  from  the  Arctic,  a free-flying  Ross’s  Goose 
was  at  R.G.N.C.  4 Jun  (BZ).  Other  unseason- 
able waterfowl  were  6 American  Wigeons  at 
Zuni  8 Jul  QT)  and  one  to  2 Ring-necked 
Ducks  at  B.L.N.W.R.  16  Jun-16  Jul  (JS),  plus 
another  at  Zuni  8 Jul  (JT).  Seemingly  on  the 
increase  in  New  Mexico,  a Scaled  Quail  x 
Gambel’s  Quail  hybrid  was  at  Rio  Rancho  16 
Jun  (ph.  N.  Nate).  Lingering  Common  Loons 
were  singles  at  Maxwell  6 Jun  (jP)  and  E.B.L. 
30  jun  (|.  LaFleur).  Some  300  Eared  Grebe 
pairs  were  nesting  at  Stinking  L.  13  Jul  (DS); 
several  bright  Eareds  were  s.  of  known  breed- 
ing range  in  Jun,  including  at  Bear  Canyon  L. 
(DH),  B.L.N.W.R.  (Vm),  Brantley  L.  (RD), 
and  Six  Mile  Dam  (SW).  Noteworthy  for  Eddy 
were  minimally  2 Least  Bitterns  at  Six  Mile 
Dam  24  Jun-2  Jul  (m.ob.).  Single  Tricolored 
Herons  wandered  to  R.G.N.C.  4 jun  (BZ  et  al, 
ph.),  E.B.L.  29-30  Jul  (ph.  DC),  B.L.N.W.R. 
26  Jul  QS),  and  R.S.  12  Jun  (SW).  Unusual 


was  an  albino  juv.  Black-crowned  Night- 
Heron  at  Belen  17  Jul  (ph.  Wildlife  Rescue). 

Although  there  were  18  Osprey  nesting  at- 
tempts in  n.  Rio  Arriba,  only  nine  were  suc- 
cessful, and  at  least  three  broods  were  be- 
lieved to  have  succumbed  to  West  Nile  virus 
(DS);  single  active  Osprey  nests  were  below 
Navajo  Dam  22  jun  (DS)  and  at  Ramah  L.  8 
Jul  QT).  North  of  usual  was  a White-tailed 
Kite  in  n.  Grant  grasslands  near  Moon  Ranch 
10-11  Jun  (P.  Tallman);  others  were  singles  in 
Hidalgo  along  the  San  Simon  R.  27  Jul  (RW), 
at  Rodeo  20  Jul  (RW),  and  in  the  middle  An- 
imas Valley  27  Jul  (DC).  A Mississippi  Kite 
was  n.  in  the  Pecos  Valley  to  Santa  Rosa  23- 
24  Jul  (E  Hinker),  and  another  was  on  the 
prairie  at  Vaughn  26  Jul  (BN,  CR);  far  w.  was 
one  in  the  Cliff-Gila  Valley  15  Jul  (RS).  Un- 
usual was  a subad.  Bald  Eagle  at  Quemado  L. 
9 Jun  (WW);  two  nests  in  Colfax  and  one  of 
two  nests  in  Rio  Aniba  were  successful,  each 
fledging  2 young  (DS).  Noteworthy  Harris’s 
Hawks  were  one  n.  in  the  R.G.V  to  Hatch  17 
Jul  (K.  Stinnett)  and  another  at  Alamo  Tank, 


Otero  Mesa  14  Jul  (DG).  Surprising  for  the 
season  was  a Broad-winged  Hawk  at  Cedar 
Crest  16  Jul  (DL).  Historically  rare,  Gray 
Hawk  had  another  strong  season,  with  terri- 
torial ads.  in  Guadalupe  Canyon  Jun-Jul 
(m.ob.,  ph.  MB),  a subad.  in  foothill  oak 
woodland  in  Clanton  Canyon  11  jun  (ph. 
HW),  a subad.  n.  to  the  Gila  R.  near  Virden 
12  Jun  (RM),  an  ad.  in  the  lower  R.G.V.  near 
Santa  Teresa  21  Jun  Q.  Groves),  and  an  ap- 
parent pair  in  the  R.S.  area  Jun-Jul  (SW,  RD, 
HW).  Zone-tailed  Hawk  may  have  colonized 
the  San  Pedro  Mts.,  Santa  Fe,  where  one  to  2 
ads. were  seen  14-15  Jun  in  the  same  area 


where  others  had  been  noted  in  2007  (BM); 
noteworthy  for  the  nearby  Sandia  Mts.  was 
one  over  Cienega  Canyon  8 Jun  (BV).  Aerial 
surveys  for  Golden  Eagles  in  ne.  New  Mexi- 
co determined  42  active  nests  would  fledge 
33  young  (DS);  broods  in  four  nests  there 
were  found  dead,  possibly  due  to  West  Nile 
virus  (fide  DS).  A subad.  Aplomado  Falcon  of 
unknown  provenance  was  on  Otero  Mesa  3 
Jul  (RM). 

RAILS  THROUGH  NIGHTJARS 

A possible  King  Rail  heard  briefly  at  Six  Mile 
Dam  23  (SW,  WW)  & 28  Jun  QB)  was  never 
seen  and  could  not  be  relocated;  there  is  but 
one  confirmed  state  record.  A Common 
Moorhen  was  n.  to  Buckhorn,  Grant  1 Jul 
(EL).  Peripheral  Snowy  Plovers  were  singles 
at  Maxwell  6 jun  QP)  and  Wagon  Mound  4 
Jun  (WW).  Late  were  2 Semipalmated  Plovers 
at  Maxwell  6 Jim  QP);  one  was  seen  at 
B.L.N.W.R.  on  various  dates  4-25  Jim  QS, 
HW).  Earliest  fall  Willets  were  singles  at 
B.L.N.W.R.  2 Jul  QS)  and  E.B.L.  9 Jul  (DC); 


one  was  at  Vaughn  26  Jul  (B.N,  CR).  A Sander- 
ling  reached  Brantley  L.  31  Jul  (ph.  MB).  Last 
of  the  spring  White-rumped  Sandpipers  were 
8 at  B.L.N.W.R  4 Jun  QH)  and  3 there  16  Jun 
(JS).  Early  were  9 Stilt  Sandpipers  at 
B.L.N.W.R.  2 Jul  QS).  Two  Wilson’s  Snipe 
were  winnowing  in  the  Apache  Cr.  area,  n. 
Rio  Arriba  12-13  Jul  QB).  A Red-necked 
Phalarope  was  among  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  at 
Vaughn  26  Jul  (BN,  CR).  Nicely  documented 
was  an  ad.  Laughing  Gull  at  Caballo  L.  21  Jul 
(ph.  DC).  Lingering  Franklin’s  Gulls  included 
4 at  B.L.N.W.R.  16  Jun  and  one  there  2 Jul 
QS),  31  ads.  at  Holloman  L.  17  Jim  (WW),  3 


Historically  rare  in  New  Mexico,  Laughing  Gull  has  occurred  almost  annually  over  the  past  15  years.  This  adult  was  at  Caballo 
Lake,  Sierra  County  21  July  2008.  Photograph  by  David  J.  Cleary. 


VOLUME  62  (2009)  • NUMBER  4 


593 


NEW  MEXICO 


Providing  a first  for  New  Mexico,  this  Gull-billed  Tern  was  at  Bitter  Lake  National  Wildlife 
Refuge,  Chaves  County  10-11  (here  11)  June  2008.  Photograph  by  Jerry  R.  Oldenettel. 


at  E.B.L.  28  Jun  (ph.  DC),  and  one  near  Eu- 
nice 27  Jun  (ph,  MW).  Noteworthy  California 
Gulls  were  2 ads.  s.  to  Bosque  26  Jul  (BN,  CR) 
and  a second-cycle  bird  at  B.L.N.W.R.  12  Jun 
(ph.  WH).  Unexpected  in  summer,  an  imm. 
Herring  Gull  was  at  E.B.L.  9 Jul  (ph.  DC).  It 
was  another  less-than-stellar  season  for  New 
Mexico’s  endangered  Least  Terns — seven 
pairs  nested  at  B.L.N.W.R.  but  only  7 chicks 
fledged  QM),  while  at  Brantley  L.,  five  pairs 
were  present  and  at  least  three  had  nests  with 
eggs  25-26  Jun  (RD,  HW)  but  rising  waters 
flooded  the  site  within  days  (RD).  A remark- 
able visitor  from  the  coast,  an  ad.  Gull-billed 
Tern  at  B.L.N.W.R.  10-11  Jun  QM,  JP  et  al, 
ph.  JS,  ph.  JH,  ph.  JO,  ph.  MB,  ph.  JB,  ph. 
WW)  provided  an  unexpected  first  for  New 
Mexico.  At  least  3 Common  Terns  were  at 
E.B.L.  9 Jul  (ph.  DC);  lingering  Lorster’s  were 
4 at  Brantley  L.  12  Jun  (RD)  and  one  at 
Alameda  19  Jun  (MB),  while  noteworthy  for 
Lincoln  was  one  at  Carrizozo  26  Jul  (BN,  CR). 

A Common  Ground-Dove  was  singing  at 
Mangas  Springs  19  Jul  (DG),  and  one  was  at 
Rodeo  1 Jun  (RW),  where  3 were  seen  4 Jul 
QP);  2 vocal  males  were  at  R.S.  20-31  Jul  (SW, 
WW,  RD,  ph.  MB),  where  at  least  one  Ruddy 
Ground-Dove  was  present  20  Jul  (SW).  Yel- 
low-billed Cuckoos  n.  in  the  R.G.V.  were  2 
each  at  Los  Luceros,  Rio  Arriba  4 Jul  (MM) 
and  Santo  Domingo  12  Jun  (LS);  one  was 
found  dead  near  Cedar  Crest  4 Jul  (BN).  A 
Western  Screech-Owl  pair  occupied  a nest 
box  in  juniper  habitat  near  Madrid,  with 
nestlings  observed  21  Jun-1  Jul  (LS).  Surveys 
for  Buff-collared  Nightjar  in  Guadalupe 
Canyon  9-10  Jul  (HW,  MB)  turned  up  none; 
the  species  was  last  reported  there  in  1985. 
Maintaining  a Sandia  Mts.  presence,  a vocal 
Whip-poor-will  was  at  the  Doc  Long  area  1 
Jun  (BV). 


SWIFTS  THROUGH 
FLYCATCHERS 

Nine  Black  Swifts  were  in 
flight  at  Nambe  Lalls  24- 
25  Jul  (MB,  JB);  at  least 
four  nests  were  active  at 
Jemez  Palls  28  Jun  (JP). 
Up  to  6 Violet-crowned 
Hummingbirds  were  in 
Guadalupe  Canyon  9-11 
Jul  (MB),  where  a female 
was  incubating  eggs  9 Jul 
(ph.  HW).  A Magnificent 
Hummingbird  strayed  to 
the  middle  R.G.V  at  Luis 
Lopez  25  Jun  (ph.  JO); 
another  was  along  the  R. 
Penasco  s.  of  Cloudcroft 
13  Jun  (WH),  where  sel- 
dom reported.  Post- 
breeding Anna's  Hummingbirds  were  singles 
in  the  Peloncillo  Mts.  near  Post  Office 
Canyon  1 Jul  (CL)  and  Cottonwood  Canyon 
10  Jul  (MB).  Late  for  the  prairie  was  a Broad- 
tailed Hummingbird  at  the  Mesa  Rest  Area,  n. 
Chaves  8 Jun  (WH).  Earliest  Calliope  Hum- 
mingbirds were  singles  at  Radium  Springs  10 
Jul  (MS,  JZ),  Santa  Pe  11  Jul  QB),  and  Cedar 
Hill  12  Jul  (TR);  first  Rufous  was  a male  at 
Madrid  23  Jun  (LS),  followed  by  2 at  Cedar 
Hill  30  Jun  (TR),  and  one  near  Cliff  1 Jul 
(EW).  A vocal  male  Elegant  Trogon  was  in  the 
Peloncillo  Mts.  s.  of  Skeleton  Canyon  5 Jul 
(JP,  WW),  the  3rd  consecutive  year  that  this 
newly  discovered  site  has  been  occupied. 
Lewis’s  Woodpeckers  where  seldom  reported 
were  one  at  Beaverhead  and  2 near  Wall  L., 
both  s.  Catron,  22  Jun  (CR).  A Red-headed 
Woodpecker  on  Ute  Cr.  w.  of  Rosebud,  Hard- 
ing 11-12  Jun  (CH)  provided  a local  first.  An 
Acorn  Woodpecker  at  Los  Alamos  21  Jun 
used  its  tongue  to  extract  4 nestling  Western 
Bluebirds  from  a nest  box,  consuming  each 
one  O'  Fair);  an  Acorn  in  the  Gallinas  Mts. 
near  Corona  10  Jun  (HS)  was  the  4th  year  for 
the  species  at  that  recently  colonized  locale. 

A Northern  Beardless-Tyrannulet  nest  was 
under  construction  in  Guadalupe  Canyon  1 1 
Jul  (ph.  HW).  Late  for  the  prairie  was  an 
Olive-sided  Flycatcher  at  N.R.T.  8 Jun  (CR); 
one  was  singing  at  3350  m on  Tesuque  Peak 
21  Jun  OB).  A Greater  Pewee  was  singing  in 
the  Jack’s  Peak  area.  Burro  Mts.  26  Jun  (DG). 
Discovery  of  a Willow  Flycatcher  nest  with 
eggs  at  R.S.  28  Jun  (ph.  HW)  furnished  the 
first  documented  breeding  in  the  Pecos  R. 
drainage;  a nest  at  Glenwood  and  three  nests 
near  Alma  in  Jun  (DH)  were  at  sites  where 
first  discovered  in  2007.  Two  Gray  Flycatch- 
ers were  in  Tajique  Canyon,  Manzano  Mts.  12 
Jun  (HS);  in  the  Black  Range,  single  Grays 


were  in  Chloride  Canyon  2 Jul  (DC)  and  Mud 
Spring  n.  of  Kingston  28  Jun  (DC).  A Dusky 
Flycatcher  was  singing  from  willows  along 
Bluewater  Cr.,  Zuni  Mts.  19  Jun  (HS).  A pair 
of  Black  Phoebes  was  ne.  to  Valencia  Spring, 
Harding  13  Jun  (CR).  Three  Eastern  Phoebe 
pairs  were  at  Clayton  L.  1 Jun,  including  one 
with  fledglings  QO);  ads.  were  feeding 
nestlings  at  a Trigg  Ranch  site,  e.  San  Miguel 
26  Jun  (MM).  A singing  Dusky-capped  Fly- 
catcher was  n.  to  the  Mimbres  R.  near  San 
Lorenzo  12  & 23  Jun  (DH),  and  at  least  one 
was  in  the  Burro  Mts.  13-14  & 26  Jun  (DG). 
At  the  e.  edge  of  their  range.  Brown-crested 
Flycatchers  were  at  four  sites  along  Las  Ani- 
mas Cr.,  Sierra  4 Jul  (DC).  A Sulphur-bellied 
Flycatcher  was  in  Guadalupe  Canyon  9 Jul 
(MB,  HW),  the  first  reported  there  since 
2005.  An  Eastern  Kingbird  was  w.  to  Nutria  L. 
8 Jul  QT),  and  another  was  se.  to  Tatum  10 
Jun  (SOW).  West  of  expected,  a Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher  pair  was  at  the  Mesa  Rest  Area 
throughout  Jun  CWH,  RD),  and  a juv.  was 
there  24  Jul  (RD);  farther  afield  was  one  n.  of 
Pastura  4 Jun  (BM). 

VIREOS  THROUGH  TANAGERS 

Bell’s  Vireos  away  from  traditional  areas  were 
singles  in  Twin  Butte  Canyon,  w.  Chaves  11 
Jun  (SOW),  in  the  middle  Animas  Valley  3 Jul 
QP),  and  Rodeo  4 Jul  (JP).  A male  Gray  Vireo 
was  singing  on  Cooke’s  Peak,  n.  Luna  4 Jun 
(ph.  MW);  15  singing  Grays  plus  a nest  with 
nestlings  were  at  Zuni  in  early  Jul  QT).  One 
to  2 Hutton’s  Vireos  were  in  the  n.  Black 
Range  in  Chloride  Canyon  27  Jun  and  2 Jul 
(DC)  and  n.  of  Kingston  28  Jun  (ph.  DC);  un- 
usual was  one  at  Deming  2 Jul  (LM).  Late  for 
the  prairie  was  a Warbling  Vireo  at  Mesa  Rest 
Area  8 Jun  (WH).  A Clark’s  Nutcracker  was 
on  Jack’s  Peak,  Burro  Mts.  26  Jun  (DG).  An 
American  Crow  with  a fledgling  at  Ramah  L. 
8 Jul  (]T)  provided  one  of  the  few  breeding 
records  for  the  Zuni  region.  Unusual  in  the 
Eddy  lowlands  was  a Common  Raven  in  the 
Yeso  Hills  s.  of  Whites  City  20  Jun  (SW). 

A Purple  Martin  was  in  the  Gallinas  Mts. 
near  Corona  10  Jun  (HS),  where  the  species 
was  first  detected  in  2006.  Bank  Swallow  sur- 
veys from  Albuquerque  northward,  complet- 
ed in  Jun,  confirmed  17  active  colonies — one 
each  in  Rio  Arriba  and  Taos,  12  in  Sandoval, 
and  three  in  Bernalillo  (HW,  MB).  North  to 
Chaves,  an  ad.  Cave  Swallow  was  at  a culvert 
near  L.  Arthur  1 1 Jun  (SW);  84  nests  were  un- 
der a bridge  at  Carlsbad  28  Jun  (SW).  A Ju- 
niper Titmouse  was  s.  to  the  Organ  Mts.  in 
Fillmore  Canyon  17  Jul  (SOW).  Unusual  for 
lowland  riparian  habitat,  ad.  White-breasted 
Nuthatches  were  tending  fledglings  at  1180  m 
in  the  Nichols  Canyon  area  along  the  Gila  R. 
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Summering  in  New  Mexico  only  in  Guadalupe  Canyon,  Hidalgo  County,  this  Violet-crowned 
Hummingbird  was  incubating  eggs  there  9 July  2008.  Photograph  byHiraA.  Walker. 


11  Jun  (RM).  Very  late  were  single 
Townsend’s  Solitaires  at  the  Mesa  Rest  Area  12 
Jun  (RD)  and  near  White  Oaks,  Lincoln  15 
jun  (RD).  A Swainson’s  Thrush  was  singing  at 
Chama  14  Jun  (JP).  Unusual  for  the  habitat,  2 
Crissal  Thrashers  were  in  the  Corrales  bosque 
from  21  Jun  into  Jul  (DK).  A pair  of  Cedar 
Waxwings  was  building  a nest  at  Cedar  Crest 

12  Jun,  but  the  effort  failed  by  23  Jun,  possi- 
bly due  to  insect  shortage  (DL);  other  appar- 
ently summering  Cedars  were  2 near  Placitas, 
Taos  7 Jun  QP),  8 at  Chama  14  Jun  QP),  and 
a pair  at  Corrales  8 Jun,  where  at  least  one 
persisted  through  22  Jun  (DK).  North  of  his- 
toric range  were  single  male  Phainopeplas  at 
Madrid  12  Jun-19  Jul  (LS)  and  Twin  Butte 
Canyon,  w.  Chaves  11  Jun  (SOW). 

Providing  another  San  Mateo  Mts.  breeding 
record  for  Olive  Warbler  was  an  ad.  feeding  a 
fledgling  near  Bear  Trap  Campground  16  Jul 
(fide  HS);  far  n.  was  a singing  male  at  Ojo  Re- 
dondo Campground,  Zuni  Mts.  11  Jul  QT)- 
Three  Orange-crowned  Warblers  were  in 
Fourth  of  July  Canyon,  Manzano  Mts.  13  Jun 
(HS),  apparently  nesting  in  maple  leaf  litter;  a 
bright  yellow  one  in  the  Burro  Mts.  30  Jul 
(DG)  likely  was  of  the  West  Coast  subspecies. 
Maintaining  an  Eddy  presence,  a male  Lucy’s 
Warbler  was  at  R.S.  27  Jun  (HW).  A late 
Northern  Parula  was  at  Rodeo  1 Jun  (RW). 
An  early  Townsend’s  Warbler  reached  the  Bur- 
ro Mts.  30  Jul  (DG).  A male  American  Red- 
start on  the  San  Francisco  R.  near  Alma  26 
Jun  (DH)  was  associating  with  a female  there 
17  Jul  (ph.  DH)  and  3 Aug  (DH),  but  no  cer- 
tain breeding  evidence  was  found;  another 
male  was  singing  at  Corrales  20  Jul  (WH). 
Surprising  were  single  Prothonotary  War- 
blers on  the  Gila  R.  near  Cliff  8 Jun  (RS)  and 


the  Lower  Gila  Box,  Hi- 
dalgo 23  Jun  (RM), 
while  a Worm-eating 
Warbler  was  on  the  Gila 
R.  at  Nichols  Canyon  15 
Jun  (fide  RM)  and  an- 
other was  at  Rodeo  8 
Jun  (RW).  An  Ovenbird 
in  full  song  was  on  the 
Mimbres  R.  n.  of  Mim- 
bres  22  Jun  (DH).  Late 
MacGillivray’s  Warblers 
were  singles  at  N.R.T.  6 
Jun  (WH)  and  Albu- 
querque 19  Jun  (CR). 
Presumably  summering, 
a Wilson’s  Warbler  was 
near  Serpent  L.  23  Jul 
(G.  Soehnel).  North  to 
the  Magdalena  Mts.,  ad. 
Painted  Redstarts  were 
feeding  nestlings  in  Six 
Mile  Canyon  20  Jul  (ph.  S.  Mendoza).  Sum- 
mer Tanagers  in  the  ne.  included  4 in  the 
Canadian  Canyon,  Harding  25  Jun  (HS)  and 
10  at  Trigg  Ranch,  e.  San  Miguel  26-27  Jun 
(MM);  a migrant  Summer  was  in  the  high 
Burro  Mts.  31  Jul  (DG).  Apparent  early  fall 
Western  Tanagers  were  singles  at  Corrales  21 
Jun  (DK)  and  Luis  Lopez  24  Jun  (JO). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A surprising  45  Cassin’s  Sparrows  were  w.  to 
Zuni  6 Jul  QT).  The  only  Botteri’s  Sparrows 
away  from  the  middle  Animas  Valley  were  2 
near  Rodeo  23  Jul  (RW).  Chipping  Sparrows 
are  not  known  to  breed  in  the  middle  R.G.V, 
so  a singing  male  at  Corrales  22  Jun  (DK)  and 
an  ad.  feeding  2 juvs.  there  20  Jul  (WH)  were 
remarkable.  Five  Black-chinned  Sparrows 
were  singing  in  Zuni’s  Cheama  Canyon  5 Jul, 
where  a nest  with  nestlings  8 Jul  furnished 
the  first  certain  breeding  for  the  Zuni  area 
QT);  noteworthy  for  Torrance  was  a Black- 
chinned  n.  of  Corona  26  Jul  (CR).  Four 
Grasshopper  Sparrows  were  along  Sauz  Cr., 
Colfax  26  Jun  (HS);  encouraging  were  40 
counted  in  the  s.  Animas  Valley  11  Jul  (HW, 
MB).  Late  were  2 Lincoln’s  Sparrows  at  N.R.T. 
6 Jun  (WH).  Unusual  were  single  dark-lored 
White-crowned  Sparrows  at  Corrales  10  Jun 
(DK)  and  E.B.L.  Dam  25  Jun  (ph.  DC). 

North  in  the  R.G.V  was  a Northern  Cardi- 
nal at  Santo  Domingo  12  Jun  (LS);  notewor- 
thy were  2 on  Bitter  Cr.,  nw.  Grant  2 Jul  (CH). 
A male  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  was  at  E.B.L. 
Dam  3 Jun  (DC).  Lazuli  Buntings  s.  of  his- 
toric range  were  a pair  nest-building  at  Quarai 

13  Jul  (HS)  and  one  singing  s.  of  Cloudcroft 

14  Jun  (WH);  one  was  singing  near  Cliff  20 
Jun  (JP),  where  breeding  was  discovered  in 


recent  years.  A male  Varied  Bunting  was  far  n. 
to  Cliff  26  Jul  (EW),  and  at  least  three  Varied 
pairs  were  in  Guadalupe  Canyon  9-11  Jul,  in- 
cluding one  pair  nest-building  (HW,  MB);  up 
to  6 males  were  in  Walnut  Canyon,  Carlsbad 
Caverns  N.P  31  Jul  (MB).  A Painted  Bunting 
was  w.  to  Rodeo  26  Jul  (RW).  An  Eastern 
Meadowlark  was  at  2195  m in  Zuni’s  Shoe- 
maker Canyon  7 Jul  QT);  another  was  report- 
ed in  the  Star  L.  area,  McKinley  3 Jul  (HW). 
Three  Brewer’s  Blackbirds  were  s.  to  the 
Mogollon  Mts.  at  Willow  Cr.  28-29  Jun  0-  Pa- 
ton),  where  seldom  reported  in  recent  years. 
Common  Crackles  in  the  w.  were  2 each  at 
Farmington  10  Jun  (TR)  and  Grants  12  Jun 
(DK).  Northerly  Bronzed  Cowbirds  were  sin- 
gles at  Glenwood  3 Jul  (DH)  and  B.L.N.W.R. 
5 Jun  (JH);  up  to  6 were  at  E.B.L.  Dam  3 
Jun-16  Jul  (DC).  Two  pairs  of  Orchard  Ori- 
oles were  at  Clayton  L.  1 Jun  (JO);  a Hooded 
Oriole  was  n.  in  the  R.G.V  to  Luis  Lopez  3 
Jun  (ph.  JO). 

Four  Cassin’s  Finches  were  s.  to  the  Burro 
Mts.  25  Jun  (DG).  Small  numbers  of  Red 
Crossbills  were  well  distributed  in  mts.  in  the 
n.  and  w;  2 were  e.  to  Trigg  Ranch,  e.  San 
Miguel  24  Jul  (MM).  Pine  Siskins  lingered  late 
in  many  lowland  areas,  including  the  R.G.V, 
and  were  suspected  of  nesting  at  Albuquerque 
(HS);  noteworthy  for  the  e.  were  one  at 
B.L.N.W.R.  5 Jun  QH)  and  3 at  N.R.T.  6 Jun 
(WH),  while  3 were  at  E.B.L.  Dam  3 Jun  (DC) 
and  a high  22  were  in  Post  Office  Canyon  3 
Jun  (CL).  Summering  American  Goldfinches 
are  always  newsworthy;  this  season  found  2 
near  Placitas,  Taos  1 Jun  (JP),  5 at  Chama  14 
Jun  (JP),  a male  at  Cottonwood  Gulch  in  ear- 
ly Jul  (JT),  and  a male  s.  to  Post  Office 
Canyon  16  Jul  (CL). 
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Ample  July  rains  fell  in  much  of  the 
state,  and  for  the  first  time  since  2002, 
short-term  drought  conditions  were 
absent  from  most  of  the  state. 

Abbreviations:  A.B.C.  (Arizona  Bird  Commit- 
tee), B.A.N.W.R.  (Buenos  Aires  N.W.R.), 
B.T.A.  (Boyce-Thompson  Arboretum),  B.W.D. 
(Bill  Williams  Delta,  L.  Havasu);  G.W.R. 
(Gilbert  Water  Ranch),  H.R.R  (Hassayampa 
R.  Preserve),  L.C.R.V.  (lower  Colorado  R.  val- 
ley), PR.D.  (Painted  Rock  Dam),  Sweetwater 
(Sweetwater  Wetlands,  Tucson),  Whitewater 
(Whitewater  Draw  W.A.). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

Fulvous  Whistling-Duck  is  a very  scarce  visi- 
tor to  Arizona;  3 were  at  G.W.R.  11  Jun  (ph. 
BGr).  Unexpected  in  the  state  in  summer,  sin- 
gle Ross’s  Geese  continued  their  residence  in 
Scottsdale  (MMo)  and  Pinetop  (D. Taylor). 
The  summer’s  out-of-place  waterfowl  high- 
lights included  a female  Wood  Duck  outside 
Cibola  N.W.R.  12Jul  (PL,  BC),  a pair  of  Blue- 
winged Teal  at  Sullivan  L.  22  Jun  (CST),  a 
Ring-necked  Duck  outside  Cibola  N.W.R.  11 
Jun-12  Jul  (PL,  BC),  the  White-winged  Scot- 
er at  Saguaro  L.  through  at  least  2 Jun  (MMo), 
a Common  Goldeneye  on  Alamo  L.  4 Jun 
(SB),  2 Common  Mergansers  on  Roosevelt  L. 
7 Jun  (M.  Hartley),  and  2 Red-breasted  Mer- 
gansers on  L.  Havasu  13  Jun  (PL),  plus  one 
there  26  Jul  (PL,  BC). 

Gambcl’s  Quail  at  Big  Warren  Res.  and  Little 
Clayhole  Tank  7 Jun  (TC)  reflected  their  range 
expansion  on  the  Arizona  Strip.  Common 
Loon  is  scarce  in  the  state  in  summer.  One  was 
at  Havasu  N.W.R.  5 Jun  Q.  Aliberti),  another 
was  on  Ganado  L.  8 Jun  (DS),  and  up  to  4 were 


on  L.  Havasu  11  Jun-27  Jul  (PL).  Eared  Grebe 
has  been  considered  rare  in  the  L.C.R.V.  in 
summer,  so  53  on  n.  L.  Havasu  11  Jun  and  172 
there  12  Jun  (PL,  BC),  mostly  in  alternate 
plumage,  were  surprising.  Numbers  dwindled 
to  21  on  12  Jul  and  10  on  27  Jul  (PL,  BC).  Very 
few  Brown  Pelicans  wandered  inland  from  the 
Sea  of  Cortez  compared  to  recent  summers, 
with  only  5 reported.  At  P.R.D.,  12  Neotropic 
Cormorants  26  Jul+  (PL  et  al.)  was  a large 
number  that  far  w.  on  the  Gila  R.  A Little  Blue 
Heron  at  Palo  Verde  15  Jun  (TC,  ph.  MH)  was 
the  only  ardeid  reported  wandering  from  Mex- 
ico. Active  nests  of  Cattle  Egret  were  found 
again  n.  of  Poston  1 1 Jun  and  26  Jul  (PL,  BC); 
few  nesting  sites  are  known  in  the  state. 
White-faced  Ibis  is  rare  to  casual  in  early  sum- 
mer in  the  state:  20  were  at  Alamo  L.  4 Jun 
(SB)  and  5 were  at  Ganado  L.  11  Jun  (DS).  In 
the  L.C.R.V,  at  least  75  fledged  ibis  young 
were  n.  of  Poston  11  Jun  (PL)  at  the  rookery 
found  this  spring,  with  35  nests  still  active.  A 
month  later,  there  were  50  active  nests  with 
some  still  active  27  Jul  (PL,  BC).  Lehman  esti- 
mated a total  of  100  nests  for  the  year  there. 

Late  single  Ospreys  were  at  Patagonia  L.  14 
jun  (JY)  and  Green  Valley  25  Jun  (DT).  Singles 
were  also  seen  at  three  locations  in  the 
L.C.R.V.  in  Jul  (PL,  BC).  They  are  sparse  in 
summer  in  s.  Arizona.  After  a large  prescribed 
burn,  10  White-tailed  Kites  congregated  at 
Grebe  Pond  at  B.A.N.W.R.  21-24  Jun  (PC, 
MMS  et  ah),  a large  number  for  summer.  A 
Mississippi  Kite  near  Prescott  25  Jul  (TS, 
Drown)  was  well  n.  and  w.  of  nesting  areas. 
Bald  Eagle  pairs  fledged  a record  52  young 
from  30  nests  statewide  (Arizona  Game  and 
Fish).  Litigation  continues  over  whether  to 
maintain  the  protective  governmental  listing 
status  for  these  desert-nesting  eagles.  North- 
ern Harriers  are  unexpected  in  s.  Arizona  in 
summer.  A female  was  seen  at  Sierra  Vista 
S.T.P.  8 Jun-6  Jul  (PC,  EW),  2 were  at 
B.A.N.W.R.  21-27  Jun  (PC),  and  what  was 
likely  a southbound  individual  was  in  the  San- 
ta Cruz  Flats  30  Jul  (DJ).  Away  from  typical  ar- 
eas, an  ad.  Gray  Hawk  was  in  Madera  Canyon 
11  Jun-23  Jul  (DS,  ph.  R.  Fray),  another  was 
in  lower  Florida  Canyon  5 Jul  (GW),  and  up 
to  2 continued  at  H.R.R  through  31  Jul  (M. 
Hartley).  A pair  near  the  e.  end  of  Aravaipa 
Canyon  12  Jun  (A.  Moors)  represents  a poten- 
tial new  nesting  location.  There  were  few  re- 
ports of  Short-tailed  Hawk,  with  only  a single 
bird  in  the  high  Chiricahua  Mts.  noted, 
through  the  end  of  the  season  (m.ob.).  Swain- 
son’s  Hawk  is  casual  in  summer  in  Maricopa, 
so  30-300  observed  at  Paloma  11-19  Jul  (MH, 
DP,  ph.  KR)  were  unprecedented.  While  no 
doubt  taking  advantage  of  a food  source,  the 
geographic  origins  of  so  many  birds  in  the  area 


in  summer  are  unknown.  A Zone-tailed  Hawk 
was  at  St.  David  again  this  summer  7 Jul-t  (MP, 
MMS);  there  are  few  summer  reports  from  the 
upper  San  Pedro  R.  In  the  Santa  Cruz  Flats,  a 
single  Crested  Caracara  was  seen  6 Jul  (DJ), 
outside  the  known  nesting  range. 

RAILS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

A Sora  heard  at  Jacob  L.  6 Jun  (C.  Nunes)  was 
away  from  known  nesting  areas.  Another 
heard  at  Paloma  5 Jul  (TC)  provided  one  of 
few  Jul  records  for  Maricopa.  The  lone  sum- 
mering Sandhill  Crane  was  reported  again  at 
Luna  L.  17-19  Jul  (R.  Palmer  et  al).  A Solitary 
Sandpiper  at  Sweetwater  10-12  Jun  (R.  East- 
man et  al.)  was  a very  late  migrant,  while  2 at 
Willcox  30  Jun  (ph.  DS)  were  early.  Whimbrel 
is  a casual  migrant  in  se.  Arizona;  2 were  at 
Willcox  on  the  late  date  of  5-6  Jun  (C.  Green, 
ph.  M.  J.  Hage).  Two  Baird’s  Sandpipers  at 
Willcox  30  Jun  (ph.  DS;  MP,  MMS)  made  the 
first  Jun  record  for  se.  Arizona  and  possibly 
the  state.  Rare  fall  migrants,  the  only  Short- 
billed Dowitcher  reported  was  at  Whitewater 
10  Jul  (RB).  A Long-billed  Dowitcher  near 
Parker  12  Jul  (PL,  BC)  was  early  for  the 
L.C.R.V.  The  first  southbound  Wilson’s 
Phalarope  was  at  Willcox  7 Jun  (MMS).  Num- 
bers of  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  at  P.R.D.  swelled 
from  400  on  5 Jul  (TC)  to  600  on  26  Jul  (PL 
et  al),  likely  a state  high  count.  Two  Red- 
necked Phalaropes  on  L.  Havasu  12  Jun  (PL) 
were  apparently  the  first  for  Jun  in  the 
L.C.R.V.  Two  Franklin’s  Gulls  there  on  the 
same  date  were  late  (PL).  In  n.  Arizona,  Cali- 
fornia Gull  is  sparse  in  Jun;  singles  were  at 
Sunrise  L.  7 Jun  (DS)  and  Many  Farms  L.  8 
Jun  (DS),  and  3 were  at  Big  L.  17  Jun  (R. 
Radd).  Published  data  show  them  as  casual  in 
the  L.C.R.V  in  Jun  and  early  Jul,  but  up  to  17 
were  on  L.  Havasu  11-13  Jun  (PL,  BC)  and  7 
were  near  Poston  and  another  7 at  Lake  Hava- 
su City  12  Jul  (PL,  BC).  Migrant  Least  Terns 
are  seen  in  small  numbers  through  Jun  in  s. 
Arizona.  Singles  were  at  Patagonia  L.  8 Jun 
(M.  Brown)  and  Paloma  22  Jun  (ph.  MH). 
Caspian  Tern  is  casual  in  Apache,  one  was  at 
Luna  L.  2 Jun  (R.  Ferguson),  Common  Tern  is 
accidental  in  summer  in  the  L.C.R.V;  2 were 
at  B.W.D.  11  Jun  (PL,  BC).  One  at  PR.D.  21- 
22  Jun  (MH,  TC)  was  the  first  in  Jun  for  Mari- 
copa. An  early  Forster’s  Tern  was  at  Willcox  1 1 
Jul  (ph.  DS;  MP).  At  L.  Havasu  on  26  Jul,  a 
count  of  74  Forster’s  (including  a flock  of  53) 
was  likely  a high  tally  for  the  state  (PL,  BC). 

At  Canyon  de  Chelly,  one  or  2 White- 
winged Doves  were  singing  9 Jun  (DS);  though 
they  are  spreading  in  n.  Arizona,  numbers  re- 
main small.  One  of  the  few  recent  reports  from 
the  Tucson  area,  a Ferruginous  Pygmy-Owl 
was  heard  22  Jul  (L.  Norris).  Court  battles 


596 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


ARIZONA 


Since  2002,  Black-capped  Gnatcatchers  have  become  resident  in  multiple  drainages  in  southeastern 
Arizona  and  continue  to  be  found  in  new  locations.  This  individual  in  California  Gulch  on  24  June  2008 
was  one  of  a newly  found  pair  now  resident  there.  Photograph  by  Mark  Stevenson. 


continue  over  the  status  of  this 
subspecies  in  Arizona  since  its 
“endangered”  listing  was  re- 
scinded. A pair  of  Spotted  Owls 
at  the  e.  end  of  Aravaipa 
Canyon  12Jun  (A.  Moors)  was 
at  a low  elevation  and  previous- 
ly undiscovered  location,  but  a 
nest  was  not  found.  Buff-col- 
lared Nightjar  reports  contin- 
ued from  the  Oro  Blanco  Mine 
site  through  the  period;  up  to  3 
were  reported,  without  details 
(m.ob,).  A Whip-poor-will  was 
heard  again  from  Swamp  Point 
on  the  North  Rim  of  the  Grand 
Canyon  22  Jun  (B.  Gatlin)  for 
the  first  time  in  a decade.  They 
are  very  rare  in  n.  Arizona. 

White-eared  Hummingbirds 
were  found  in  good  numbers. 

Up  to  3 were  in  their  renowned 
Miller  Canyon  location  through 
the  season  (T.  Beatty).  In 
Madera  Canyon,  2 females  and 
a hatch-year  male  were  banded 
during  Jun  (GW);  a female  was 
on  a nest  near  Kent  Spring  28 
Jun  (ph.  D.  Smith),  providing 
only  about  the  4th  nesting 
record,  and  a male  found  in 
spring  was  at  the  Kubo  through 

24  Jul  (m.  ob.).  An  imm.  male 
visited  a Portal  feeder  26  Jul-i- 
(ph.  REW).  High  in  the  Chiric- 
ahua  Mts.,  an  apparent  hybrid 
hummingbird  involving  White- 
eared parentage  was  seen  for  the  2nd  year  on 

25  Jul  (ph.  REW).  Berylline  Hummingbirds 
were  also  seen  in  above-average  numbers.  The 
bird  from  spring  at  Ramsey  Canyon  was  re- 
ported through  4 Jul  (m.ob.).  In  Madera 
Canyon,  a male  and  female  were  found  at  the 
Kubo  14  Jun+  (S.  Matherly  G.  Owings,  ph. 
LH)  and  banded  at  the  Chuparosa  Inn  30  Jun 
(GW),  and  a male  was  at  Bog  Spring  25  Jun-r 
(K.  Ellzey  LH).  In  the  Chiricahua  Mts.,  one 
was  reported  at  Stewart  Campground  18  Jul+ 
(H.  Snyder).  The  Plain-capped  Starthroat  from 
May  was  reported  again  in  California  Gulch  21 
Jun  (M.  Kehl).  Away  from  Ash  Canyon  in  the 
Huachuca  Mts.,  the  only  Lucifer  Humming- 
bird report  came  from  Paradise  2-12  Jun  0- 
LaFleur,  ph.  R.  Shantz).  Elegant  Trogons  nest 
in  mid-elevation  canyons  from  Madera 
Canyon  southward,  so  an  imm.  female  and  ad. 
male  found  in  the  lowlands  at  Sweetwater  2-12 
Jun  were  anomalous  0-  Barchman  et  ah,  ph. 
DS,  BGR;  R.  Lasky  et  ah). 

Green  Kingfisher  remains  scarce.  Singles 
were  reported  from  Rio  Rico  21  Jun  (M. 


Brown)  and  at  Slaughter  Ranch  and  nearby 
San  Bernardino  N.W.R.  from  Jun  through  Jul 
Q.  Malcolm,  RB,  REW).  An  intriguing  report 
of  a Downy  Woodpecker  at  2750  m in  the 
Pinaleno  Mts.  28  Jun  (S.  Semay)  was  s.  of  the 
species’  expected  range.  Two  Hairy  Wood- 
peckers were  in  the  lowlands  at  Ganado  L.  8 
Jun  (DS).  An  American  Three-toed  Wood- 
pecker near  Hearst  Tanks  23  Jul  (ph.  B. 
Gatlin)  furnished  the  first  summer  record  for 
the  South  Rim  of  the  Grand  Canyon. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

An  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  reported  from  Ari- 
vaca  Cienega  11  Jun  (PC)  was  likely  a late 
spring  migrant.  A Greater  Pewee  near  Heber 
22  Jul-21  Aug  (CL,  E.  Hough)  was  in  the 
same  general  vicinity  as  one  in  2005;  this 
species  is  a casual  summer  visitor  above  the 
Mogollon  Rim.  An  early  lowland  Western 
Wood-Pewee  was  at  Paloma  Ranch  25  Jul  (PL, 
BC).  Three  Willow  Flycatchers  were  again 
found  at  H.R.P.  6 Jun  (R.  Widner),  where  they 
nested  in  2005.  Another  Willow  was  at  Cali- 


fornia Gulch  24  Jun  (MMS); 
this  species  is  generally  a late 
spring  migrant,  normally  lin- 
gering into  early  Jun,  but  typi- 
cally not  this  late.  Non-calling 
Pacific-slope/Cordilleran  Fly- 
catchers were  at  odd,  relatively 
low-elevation  localities  along 
Lime  Cr.,  se.  Yavapai  18  Jun 
(TC)  and  at  Morgan  City  Wash 
4 Jul  (TC).  No  fewer  than  12 
Cordilleran  Flycatchers  at 
North  Canyon  9 Jun  (TC)  pro- 
vided a new  nesting  location 
on  the  Kaibab  Plateau.  Two 
pairs  of  Vermilion  Flycatchers 
at  Fredonia  6 Jun  (TC)  provid- 
ed a new  potential  nesting  loca- 
tion for  n.  Arizona.  Dusky- 
capped  Flycatcher  is  consid- 
ered scarce  n.  of  the  mountain 
ranges  in  se.  Arizona;  therefore 
of  interest  was  one  in  the  Sierra 
Prieta  Mts.  sw.  of  Prescott  2 Jul 
(CST).  Up  to  10  in  the  Sierra 
Ancha  Mts.  ne.  of  Phoenix  20 
Jul  OY)  was  also  of  interest  and 
likely  represents  a local  popu- 
lation increase.  As  many  as  4 
Sulphur-bellied  Flycatchers, 
which  included  a recent  fledg- 
ling, were  along  Reynolds’s  Cr. 
in  the  Sierra  Ancha  Mts.  19  Jul 
(TC);  this  species  had  been 
considered  casual  in  this 
mountain  range.  The  Sulphur- 
bellied  that  was  found  in  the 
Sierra  Prieta  Mts.  during  the  spring  season  re- 
mained through  the  summer  and  was  seen 
carrying  nesting  material  10  Jul,  though  it  ap- 
peared to  be  unpaired  (CST).  A Thick-billed 
Kingbird  was  along  Proctor  Rd.,  Madera 
Canyon  27  Jun  (JB),  where  casual  at  best.  The 
Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  found  at  Camp 
Verde  during  the  spring  season  was  again  re- 
ported 10  Jul  (P.  Ollig). 

A Bell’s  Vireo  along  Kanab  Cr.,  Fredonia  7 
Jun  (TC)  likely  provided  the  first  report  of 
this  species  from  that  region  near  the  Utah 
border.  A nesting  pair  of  Gray  Vireos  (perhaps 
3-4)  was  discovered  at  Molino  Basin,  Santa 
Catalina  Mts.  10  Jul  (D.  Touret,  JB,  T.  Staudt) 
and  successfully  fledged  young  by  20  Jul; 
there  are  few  breeding  records  of  this  species 
from  this  mountain  range.  A late  lowland 
Warbling  Vireo  was  reported  at  Whitewater 
17  Jim  (G.  Klingler),  and  an  early  lowland  fall 
migrant  was  at  Quigley  WA.  near  Yuma  13  Jul 
(PL,  BC).  Confusing  were  reports  of  both  Yel- 
low-green Vireo  28  Jun  (TN.  Crook)  and  Red- 
eyed Vireo  2 Jul  (M.  Marsden)  from  the  same 
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location  in  lower  Madera  Canyon;  neither 
bird  was  photographed.  Elsewhere,  Red-eyed 
Vireos,  still  a casual  visitor,  were  well  docu- 
mented near  Paradise  2 Jun  (ph.  J.  La  Fleur) 
and  at  Hearst  Tank  along  the  South  Rim  of  the 
Grand  Canyon  (ph.,  tBG). 

Seven  Clark’s  Nutcrackers  were  seen  wan- 
dering 12  Jun  in  pinyon-juniper  habitat  along 
the  South  Rim  of  the  Grand  Canyon  (BG).  A 
Tree  Swallow  at  Sunrise  L.  7 Jun  (DS)  sug- 
gested possible  local  breeding  in  the  White 
Mts.,  and  one  over  L.  Havasu  12  Jun  was  at  an 
odd  location  for  this  date  (PL,  BC).  There  was 
a scattering  of  lowland  reports  of  Violet-green 
Swallows  during  early  Jun.  A single  Bank 
Swallow  at  L.  Havasu  12  Jun  (PL)  was  very 
late  for  a spring  migrant,  while  10  near  Pos- 
ton 12  Jul  were  early  for  such  a concentration 
(PL,  BC).  Two  different  Barn  Swallows  on  L. 
Havasu  11  Jun  (PL,  BC)  were  away  from 
known  breeding  areas  in  Arizona.  Black- 
capped  Gnatcatchers  continued  at  known 
breeding  locations  in  Leslie  Canyon,  Madera 
Canyon,  and  Montosa  Canyon.  Of  note  were 
a pair  in  California  Gulch  24  Jun+  QB;  ph.  DS; 
ph.,  tMMS)  and  one  banded  on  the  n.  slope 
of  the  Santa  Rita  Mts.  25  Jun  (WL).  This 
species  appears  to  be  well  established  at  sev- 
eral localities  in  se.  Arizona. 

A Townsend’s  Solitaire  along  the  Crest 
Trail,  Chiricahua  Mts.  17  Jun  and  again  17  Jul 
(REW)  was  in  the  same  general  location  as 
one  during  the  summer  of  2007;  this  species 
winters  regularly  in  these  mountains  but  has 
not  been  known  to  breed  there.  A very  late 
Swainson’s  Thrush  was  at  Roger  Road  S.T.P.  in 
Tucson  19  Jun  (M.  Marsden).  Also  very  late 
was  a Hermit  Thrush  at  Arivaca  Cienega  5 Jun 
(G.  West).  Two  different  Gray  Catbirds  were 
banded  along  the  San  Pedro  R.  near  Dud- 
leyville  8 & 15  Jun  (ph.  WL),  and  one  was  at 
a Flagstaff  feeder  25  Jun-20  Jul  (ph.  D.  Po- 
ley);  this  species  is  still  casual  in  summer 
away  from  breeding  areas  in  ne.  Arizona.  Two 
Cedar  Waxwings  in  Canyon  de  Chelly  9 Jun 
(DS)  were  late. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A pair  of  Lucy’s  Warblers  was  along  Kanab  Cr. 
near  Fredonia  7 Jun  (TC),  and  5-6  singing 
birds  were  in  Canyon  de  Chelly  8 Jun  (DS);  lit- 
tle is  know  about  this  species’  distribution  in  n. 
Arizona,  where  there  have  been  few  confirmed 
nesting  records.  A Crescent-chested  Warbler 
was  reported  from  near  Kent  Spring,  Madera 
Canyon  24-26  Jun  (tLH);  this  would  represent 
the  first  late  Jun  record  from  Arizona  if  accept- 
ed by  the  A.B.C.  A pair  of  Northern  Parulas 
was  in  Oak  Creek  Canyon  15  Jun  through  at 
least  9 Jul  (tK.  Murphy),  when  it  was  seen  col- 
lecting nesting  material;  there  has  been  one 
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previous  nesting  report  from  Arizona.  At  least 
4 additional  Northern  Parulas  were  found  this 
season,  mostly  in  Jun.  A female  Magnolia  War- 
bler, casual  during  spring,  was  reported  along 
the  Bill  Williams  R.  below  Alamo  Dam  1 Jun 
(tSB).  A late  Townsend’s  Warbler  was  in  Pep- 
persauce  Canyon  9 Jun  (RH).  Out  of  season,  a 
Blackpoll  Warbler  was  reported  from  Scotts- 
dale 3 Jul  (tR.  Elleby);  if  accepted,  this  would 
represent  only  a 2nd  Jul  record  for  the  state.  A 
singing  Black-and-white  Warbler  was  at  Sweet- 
water 10-13  Jun  (L.  & M.  Norris).  A Pro- 
thonotary  Warbler,  casual  in  summer,  was  in 
Portal  12  Jun  (M.  Decker).  An  Ovenbird  was 
banded  along  the  San  Pedro  R.  near  Dud- 
leyville  29  Jun  (ph.  WL),  and  another  was  in 
Flagstaff  2 Jul  (K.  Murphy).  Hooded  Warbler  is 
more  regular  during  the  summer  season,  with 
at  least  6 found  this  season.  A late  Wilson’s 
Warbler  was  at  Sweetwater  6 Jun  0B).  A Red- 
faced Warbler  was  near  Hearst  Tanks,  South 
Rim  of  the  Grand  Canyon  9 Jul  (BG);  this 
species  is  scarce  in  the  Grand  Canyon  region.  A 
Painted  Redstart  was  at  Jacob  L.  14  Jul  (ph.  J. 
DeBalko);  there  is  only  one  previous  record  n. 
of  the  Grand  Canyon  in  Arizona,  but  the 
species  has  occurred  several  times  in  sw.  Utah. 

Three  different  Hepatic  Tanagers  were 
found  at  Tusayan,  South  Rim  of  the  Grand 
Canyon,  a window-killed  male  21  Jun,  an  ad. 
female  27-28  Jun,  and  an  imm.  male  28  Jun 
(BG);  this  species  was  considered  casual  in 
the  Grand  Canyon  region.  Summer  Tanager  is 
scarce  in  ne.  Arizona  during  summer,  so  one 
female  at  Weninia  W.A.  1 Jun  (GHR,  KR)  and 
a singing  one-year-old  male  at  Lyman  L.  8 Jun 
(DS)  were  noteworthy.  Outstanding  was  a 
Scarlet  Tanager  in  Peppersauce  Canyon  7 Jun 
(M.  Jackson;  ph.,  tJY);  this  species  is  casual  in 
Arizona  at  any  season.  There  was  a scattering 
of  rather  late  lowland  migrant  Western  Tan- 
agers during  the  first  third  of  Jun,  the  latest 
being  2 at  Cibola  N.W.R.  11  Jun  (PL).  The 
Madera  Canyon  Flame-colored  Tanager  re- 
mained “present”  during  the  entire  season 
(m.ob.).  A Flame-colored  Tanager  x Western 
Tanager  hybrid  returned  to  Rucker  Canyon 
for  the  6th  year  (RAR,  REW). 

As  in  most  summers  with  above-average 
rains,  Cassin’s  Sparrows  were  detected  farther 
n.  and  w.  than  usual:  for  example,  near 
Flagstaff,  a bird  photographed  at  Garland 
Prairie  13-16  Jul  (T.  Linda;  ph.  B.  Hart)  per- 
haps provided  a first  documented  record  for 
n.  Arizona,  and  another  was  w.  to  Gila  Bend 
(TC).  Of  interest  was  a Black-throated  Spar- 
row e.  of  Big  L.  at  8500  feet  elevation  16  Jul 
(R.  Palmer,  R.  Freeman);  Black-throateds  are 
routinely  found  as  post-breeding  wanderers 
in  brushy  habitat  in  Apache.  Rather  incredible 
was  a White-throated  Sparrow  in  a Tolleson 


yard  3 Jul  (ph.  B.  Grossi),  providing  perhaps 
only  a 2nd  summer  report  from  Arizona.  A 
very  late  White-crowned  Sparrow  was  at 
Ganado  L.  8 Jun  (DS).  Requiring  further 
study,  multiple  juncos  seen  along  Workman 
Cr.  and  Center  Mountain  in  the  Sierra  Ancha 
Mts.  displayed  characteristics  intermediate 
between  Dark-eyed  and  Yellow-eyed  Juncos 
(ph.  DS;  TC);  the  subspecies  of  Dark-eyed 
Junco  that  should  be  there  is  Jmco  caniceps 
dorsalis,  but  these  individuals  have  pale  (red- 
dish) eyes  and  more  extensive  rufous  extend- 
ing onto  the  wing  coverts. 

Incredibly,  a female  Yellow  Grosbeak  was 
discovered  at  San  Bernardino  N.W.R.  13  Jun 
(v.r.,  TREW),  about  one  km  from  the  location 
where  Webster  had  a female  on  5 May.  Then, 
from  3-6  Jul,  he  had  a male  at  Portal  (ph.  REW, 
RAR);  there  were  about  15  previous  records 
from  Arizona,  all  from  between  May  and  Jul. 
Following  what  was  an  impressive  spring  sea- 
son for  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  in  Arizona,  an- 
other 9 were  reported  during  the  summer;  the 
frequency  of  reports  of  this  species  during 
spring  and  summer  has  certainly  increased  in 
recent  years.  Somewhat  extralimital  reports  of 
Varied  Buntings  included  a male  along  Water- 
man Cr.  11  Jun  (CL),  2 in  Portal  4 Jul  (DS), 
and  three  or  four  different  pairs  near  the  B.T.A. 
15-19  Jul  (CST).  The  usual  late  summer  push 
of  Painted  Buntings  began  in  se.  Arizona,  with 
6 recorded  between  17  and  28  Jul.  Yellow- 
headed Blackbirds  appeared  more  numerous 
than  usual  around  s.  Arizona  during  Jun  and 
Jul.  A male  Orchard  Oriole  was  in  lower  Miller 
Canyon  23  Jun  (ph.  C.  van  Cleve).  A male  Bal- 
timore Oriole,  casual  in  the  state  during  sum- 
mer, was  in  Tubac  11-29  Jun  (tGW,  E.  West; 
ph.  RH,  K.  Kertell;  v.r.  PD).  Cassin’s  Finches, 
Red  Crossbills,  and  Pine  Siskins  all  were  re- 
ported at  odd  locations  away  from  usual  breed- 
ing areas  in  the  state  during  Jun  and  Jul. 
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Melanie  Herring,  Rich  Hoyer,  Doug  Jenness, 
Chuck  LaRue,  Paul  E.  Lehman,  Wade  Leitner, 
Michael  Moore  (MMo),  Dave  Powell,  Kurt 
Radamaker,  Gary  H.  Rosenberg,  Rose  Ann 
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Carl  S.  Tomoff  (Prescott),  Diane  Touret, 
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A few  late  spring  vagrants,  a few  note- 
worthy breeding  records,  and  perhaps 
some  significant  early  southbound  mi- 
grants typically  characterize  Great  Basin  sum- 
mer highlights.  This  summer,  however,  there 
was  a bonanza  of  outstanding  and  well-docu- 
mented records,  including  extremely  rare 
sightings  of  Neotropic  Cormorant,  White  Ibis, 
Glossy  Ibis,  and  Pacihc  Golden-Plover.  Brant 
and  Western  Gull  are  outstanding  records  for 
the  Region  in  any  season,  and  doubly  so  in  the 
summer.  White-tailed  Kites  attempted  nesting 
in  Nevada,  and  Utah’s  first  Whip-poor-will 
was  also  documented  this  season. 

Abbreviations;  Antelope  1.  (Antelope  Island 
S.P.  and  Causeway,  Davis,  UT);  Ash  Meadows 
(Ash  Meadows  N.W.R.,  Nye,  NV);  Bear  River 
(Bear  River  Migratory  Bird  Refuge,  Box  Elder, 
UT);  Corn  Cr.  (Corn  Creek  Unit,  Desert 
N.W.R.,  Clark,  NV);  Fish  Springs  (Fish 
Springs  N.W.R.,  Juab,  UT);  H.B.VE  (Hender- 
son Bird  Viewing  Preserve,  Clark,  NV);  L. 
Mead  (Lake  Mead  N.R.A.,  Clark,  NV);  Lytle 
(Lytle  Ranch  Preserve,  Washington,  UT); 
Miller’s  R.A.  (Miller’s  Rest  Area,  Esmeralda, 
NV);  Ouray  (Ouray  N.W.R.,  Uintah,  UT); 
Pahranagat  (Pahranagat  N.W.R.,  Lincoln, 
NV);  Red  Hills  (Red  Hills  Golf  Course,  St. 
George,  Washington,  UT);  Zion  (Zion  N.P., 
Washington,  UT). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  GULLS 

There  were  several  unexpected  waterfowl 
species  observed  in  the  Great  Basin  this  sum- 
mer; perhaps  most  surprising  was  a Cackling 
Goose  photographed  at  Idlewild  Park, 
Washoe,  NV  15  Jul  (FP).  One  of  the  highlights 
of  the  season  was  a Brant  found  24  Jun  at  Bear 
River  during  an  American  Birding  Association 
Annual  Convention  field  trip  (CW  et  al).  A 
molting  male  Wood  Duck  was  at  the  Wen- 
dover  Sewage  Ponds,  Elko,  NV  30  Jun  (PL, 
BC).  Four  Blue-winged  Teal  were  at  the  Hur- 
ricane Sewage  Ponds,  Washington,  UT  10  Jul 
(RF),  and  4 were  at  Ash  Meadows  14  Jul 


(CL).  A Canvasback  was  an  unexpected  visi- 
tor 8 Jul  at  the  H.B.VE  (JBr  et  al.). 

An  alternate-plumaged  Horned  Grebe 
made  a rare  s.  Nevada  summer  appearance  at 
the  H.B.VE  7 Jun  (RM,  BD).  A pair  of  Ameri- 
can White  Pelicans  spent  the  season  at  Crys- 
tal Marsh,  Ash  Meadows  (CL  et  al).  Utah’s 
2nd  Neotropic  Cormorant  was  photographed 
31  Jul  at  Ivin’s  Res.,  Washington,  UT  (ph.  RF). 
A White  Ibis  found  26  Jun  at  Goshen  Mead- 
ows, Utah,  UT  was  another  highlight  of  the 
ABA  Convention  field  trips  (DSh  et  al).  If 
documented,  this  would  furnish  a 2nd  Utah 
record  for  this  species.  Glossy  Ibis  sightings 
continue  to  increase  in  Utah,  with  another 
summer  observation  3 Jul  at  Benson,  Cache 
(ph.,  tRO). 

A White-tailed  Kite,  first  observed  8 May  at 
Carson  Slough,  Ash  Meadows,  lingered 
through  the  summer  (CL).  A pair  of  White- 
tailed Kites  observed  8 Jun+  (EE)  building  a 
nest  at  Pahranagat  was  a major  surprise,  as 
this  species  was  not  previously  known  to  nest 
in  the  Great  Basin.  The  nest  was  confirmed 


and  photographed  14  Jun  (GS);  however,  its 
success  was  not  confirmed.  Common 
Moorhens  were  observed  n.  of  expected  range 
at  Bear  River  3 Jul  QP)  and  Lemmon  Valley, 
Washoe,  NV  28  Jul  (EP).  An  ad.  Pacific  Gold- 
en-Plover found  20  Jul  at  Fish  Springs  (tJS, 
ph.  CS)  furnished  Utah’s  2nd  confirmed 
record.  A color-banded  Snowy  Plover  pho- 
tographed 30  Jun  at  Antelope  1.  (ph.  PH)  was 
originally  banded  as  a chick  on  23  Aug  2007 
at  Salinas  S.B.,  Monterey,  CA.  This  sighting  is 
significant,  as  it  was  believed  there  was  little 
contact  between  the  interior  and  Pacific  pop- 


ulations of  this  species.  Two  Whimbrels  were 
also  found  at  Antelope  I.  18  Jul  (BP,  JB),  and  a 
Ruddy  Turnstone  visited  there  26-28  Jul  (CC 
et  al.).  Single  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  were 
found  9 Jul  at  the  Ponderosa  Dairy,  Nye,  NV 
(ph.  CL),  12  Jul  at  Logan,  Cache,  UT  (CF), 
and  22  Jul  at  Mason  Valley  W.M.A.,  Lyon,  NV 
(CT,  RS,  JBr).  Sightings  of  this  species  are  in- 
creasing throughout  the  Great  Basin,  likely 
due  to  observers  spending  more  time  search- 
ing through  peep  flocks.  An  ad.  Western  Gull 
observed  8-10  Jul  at  Bear  River  (ph.,  tJPa; 
MA)  is  the  3rd  overall  and  the  first  docu- 
mented summer  occurrence  in  Utah. 

DOVES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Wayward  White-winged  Doves  were  observed 
n.  of  expected  range  at  Miller’s  R.A.  1 Jun  (GS 
et  al.)  and  Fallon,  Churchill,  NV  23  Jul  (CG). 
A Common  Ground-Dove  was  an  unexpected 
find  at  Shivwits,  Washington,  UT  2 Jun  (RF). 
A Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  was  observed  regu- 
larly at  Ash  Meadows  16  Jun-23  Jul  (ph.  CL), 
indicating  possible  nesting  of  this  secretive 


species.  The  only  additional  Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo  sighting  this  summer  was  on  23  Jun 
at  a North  Las  Vegas  residence,  Clark,  NV 
(PN).  Perhaps  the  bird  of  the  season  was 
Utah’s  first  documented  Whip-poor-will, 
found  19  Jun  at  the  unlikely  location  of  Green 
Canyon,  Cache  (tRR).  This  bird,  of  the  Mexi- 
can subspecies,  was  recorded  singing  nightly 
through  2 Jul  (tRO,  tCF),  providing  many 
birders  an  opportunity  to  hear  this  species.  A 
Vaux’s  Swift  was  observed  flying  over  Ran- 
dolph, Rich,  UT  25  Jun  (MSt).  The  small 
colony  of  Acorn  Woodpeckers  continued  in 


This  adult  Western  Gull  was  an  unexpected  find  on  8 July  2008  (here)  by  visiting  birders  John  Pawlicki  of  New  York  and 
Matthew  Alexander  of  Oregon.  The  gull  remained  at  the  Bear  River  Migratory  Bird  Refuge,  Box  Elder  County,  Utah  through  1 0 
July  and  furnished  the  third  documented  Utah  record.  Photograph  by  John  Pawlicki. 
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Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  are  rare  but  regular  visitors  to  the  Great  Basin, 
with  sightings  peaking  in  late  spring  and  early  summer.  This  female  was 
found  1 June  2008  at  Miller's  Rest  Area  in  Esmeralda  County,  along  Highway 

6/95  west  of  Tonopah,  Nevada.  Photograph  by  Greg  Scyphers. 


the  Kolob  Meadows,  Washington,  UT  through 
the  summer  (RF). 

Nesting  Black  Phoebes  were  found  at  sev- 
eral unexpected  Utah  locations,  including 
Spanish  Fork  Canyon,  Utah  1 Jun-r  (LG)  and 
Mill  Creek,  Grand  7 Jun  (RO).  An  Eastern 
Kingbird  was  a surprise  visitor  to  H.B.VP  11 
Jul  QBr).  A singing  Gray  Vireo  was  n.  of 
known  breeding  areas  in  the  Thomas  Range, 
Juab,  UT  5 Jun  (MMi,  MW).  A singing  Yellow- 
throated  Vireo  was  reported  at  Corn  Cr.  8 Jun 
QW).  A Swainson’s  Thrush  was  unexpected 
24  Jun  at  Garr  Ranch,  Antelope  I.  (PL,  BC). 
Gray  Catbirds  were  photographed  at  Fish 
Springs  10-1 1 Jun  and  at  Millers  Spring,  Juab, 
UT  11  Jun  (RF). 

Several  vagrant  e.  warblers  lingered  into 
the  early  summer,  including  a singing  Ten- 
nessee Warbler  found  at  East  Canyon,  Mor- 
gan, UT  8 Jun  (TA)  and  a female  Northern 
Parula  and  Chestnut-sided  Warbler  at  Corn 
Cr.  14  Jun  (GS).  A male  Black-throated  Blue 
Warbler  was  reported  at  Timapanogos  Trail, 
Uintah  N.E,  Utah,  UT  3 Jun  (tJM).  A female 
Blackburnian  Warbler  made  a brief  appear- 
ance 1 Jun  at  Miller’s  R.A.  (AQ,  DM),  and  a 
male  Blackpoll  Warbler  was  photographed 
the  same  day  at  Garr  Ranch,  Antelope  1.  (ph. 
PR  KL,  BP).  Black-and-white  Warbler  sight- 
ings included  individuals  at  Ruby  Lake 
N.W.R.,  Elko,  NV  7 Jun  (tJPa),  at  Porter 


Springs,  Pershing,  NV  12  Jun  (EP, 
DM),  and  at  Corn  Cr.  12  Jun  (ph. 
MK).  American  Redstarts  were 
found  at  Garr  Ranch,  Antelope  1.  1 
Jun  (PR  KL,  BP),  Miller’s  R.A.  1-2 
Jun  (GS),  Tonopah  Cemetery,  Es- 
meralda, NV  12  Jun  (MM),  and  at 
Eernley  Lyon,  NV  31  Jul  (DS).  A 
singing  Ovenbird  graced  Corn  Cr. 
9 Jun  (GS),  and  a male  Hooded 
Warber  lingered  there  1-10  Jun 
(ph.  JH,  GS).  A male  Hooded  War- 
bler found  at  Miller’s  R.A.  2 Jun 
(EP)  was  joined  by  a female  9 Jun 
(MS).  Painted  Redstarts  continued 
this  summer  in  Zion  along  the 
Virgin  R.  (RE),  and  another  was 
found  28  Jun  at  the  Upper  Emer- 
ald Pools  (LF). 

Nevada  cornered  the  Rose- 
breasted Grosbeak  sightings,  in- 
cluding a female  at  Miller’s  R.A.  1 
Jun  (ph.  GS),  a male  in  Reno, 
Washoe  5 Jun  (ph.  GA),  a female  at 
Ash  Meadows  12  Jun  (ph.  CL), 
and  a male  at  Fallon,  Churchill  21- 
22  Jul  (CG).  A male  Bobolink 
made  a surprise  visit  to  H.B.VP.  11 
Jul  OBr).  White-winged  Cross- 
bills were  found  through  much  of 
the  summer  in  the  Salt  Lake,  UT  mountains. 
Activity  was  concentrated  around  the  Brighton 
area,  with  the  hrst  observation  of  a female  and 
juv.  28  Jun  (ph.  TA  et  al.).  Crossbills  were 
found  regularly  through  the  end  of  the  season, 
with  as  many  as  8 observed  in  a flock  (TA, 
JB,  m.ob.). 

Contributors  and  cited  observers:  Matthew 
Alexander,  Gisele  Anderson,  Tim  Avery,  Jeff 
Blisky,  Je  Anne  Branca  OBr),  Quentin  Browne, 
Barbara  Carlson,  Crystal  Carpenter,  Jim  & 
Marian  Cressman,  Babette  Damours,  Erik  En- 
body,  Craig  Fosdick,  Laurent  Eournier,  Rick 
Eridell,  Pomera  Eronce,  Lu  Giddings,  Cindy 
Goodard,  William  Henry,  Paul  Higgins,  Jim 
Holmes,  Maureen  Kammerer,  Paul  Lehman, 
Kent  Lewis,  Carl  Lundblad,  Martin  Meyers, 
Randy  Michal,  Matt  Mills  (MMi),  Don  Molde, 
John  Moran,  Pam  Nickels,  Ryan  O’Donnell, 
Christiane  Omer,  Ben  Palmer,  John  Paloy  Jim 
Pawlicki  QP^),  Ered  Petersen,  Alan  de 
Queiroz,  Ron  Ryel,  Michael  San  Miguel  Jr., 
Rita  Schlageter,  Carol  Schneier,  Greg 
Scyphers,  Dennis  Serdehely,  Dennis  Shirley 
(DSh),  Jack  Skalicky,  Mark  Stackhouse  (MSt), 
Carolyn  Titus,  John  Walshe,  Chris  Wood, 
Matt  Westover.  O 
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From  what  1 could  glean  from  climate  in- 
formation, the  spring  season’s  La  Nina 
decline  and  the  advance  of  early  stages 
of  the  cool  phase  of  the  Pacific  Decadal  Oscil- 
lation continued  into  the  summer.  The  late 
spring  conditions,  which  included  lengthy 
periods  of  below-average  temperatures,  wind, 
and  extensive  cloud  cover,  spread  into  June 
across  the  Region.  It  was  certainly  one  of  the 
coolest  summers  in  a decade  or  more.  Migra- 
tion spilled  over  well  into  June  and  continued 
late  everywhere,  while  precipitation  was 
above  the  norm,  and  some  stations  recorded 
significant  June  and  July  rainfall.  Most  com- 
munities were  advancing  with  well-above- 
average  total  rainfall  by  the  end  of  the  period. 
Only  anecdotal  evidence  accompanied  ob- 
servers’ reports  that  the  breeding  season  was 
quiet  and  that  breeding  success  seemed  poor 
to  very  average.  It  was  an  unremarkable  rari- 
ty season,  with  the  more  regular  overshoots  to 
Bering  Sea  outposts  making  highlights.  For 
the  first  time  in  a few  years,  a birder  had  the 
opportunity  to  visit  remote  Barnes  Lake,  lo- 
cated up  a side  slough  of  the  lower  Stikine 
River.  This  always  productive  site  again  sup- 
plied interesting  finds. 

Documentation  and  details  were  mostly  ex- 
cellent. I caution  observers  to  remember  that 
placement  of  their  records  or  individual  sight- 
ings on  listservs  does  not  constitute  formal 
submission  of  details;  only  photographs  sub- 
mitted to  me  or  to  the  University  of  Alaska 
Museum  are  referenced  herein.  Referenced 
details,  specimens,  photographs,  videotape, 
and  audiotape  are  on  file  at  the  University  of 
Alaska  Museum. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  HERONS 

Noteworthy  were  summer  season  reports  of 
Aleutian  Cackling  Geese  at  Kodiak,  where 
they  are  typically  located  in  early  spring,  with 
2 from  4 Jun  and  singles  from  7 & 16  Jun  (ph. 
RAM,  ph.  SS,  JE).  Northbound  Snow  Geese 


and  Brant  are  often  reported  well 
into  early  Jun  as  coastal  migrants, 
usually  from  the  Bering  Sea  coast. 
This  late  year  included  wide- 
spread Jun  finds  for  both,  high- 
lighted by  at  least  10  Snow  Geese 
n.  of  Juneau  9 Jun  (PS,  RJG), 
where  most  are  through  by 
the  3rd  week  in  May,  and 
a flock  of  22  over  Savage 
R.  in  Denali  N.P.  18  Jun 
(CM).  Notably  late 
Brant  included  8 in 
Juneau  22  Jun  (PAR), 
one  at  Sitka  20  Jun  (PN),  107  in  Glacier  Bay  9 
Jun  (NKD),  15  that  hung  around  Tarr  Inlet 
near  Glacier  Bay  through  13  jul  (NKD),  and 
40+  near  Seward  22  Jun  (AL)  followed  by  an- 
other 40  near  Whittier  the  next  day  (AL).  Rare 
in  Southeast  Alaska  (hereafter.  Southeast)  in 
summer,  where  they  are  casual  and  local 
breeders,  was  an  ad.  Trumpeter  Swan  in 
Juneau’s  Mendenhall  forelands  17  Jul  (RJG).  It 
was  a rather  slow  waterfowl  season,  with  high- 
lights dominated  by  the  usual  overshoots  to 
the  Bering  Sea  and  the  North  Slope.  Notable 
dabblers  this  year  included  a Gadwall  pair  at 
Barrow,  where  casual,  16  Jun  (AL),  10+  Mal- 
lards around  the  Nome  area  12  Jun  (VENT) 
and  a pair  at  Barrow  24  Jun  (AL),  and  a single 
male  Cinnamon  Teal  in  Juneau  12  Jun  (PMS, 
MWS),  where  they  are  rare  in  spring  and  sum- 
mer. A pair  of  Blue-winged  Teal  inhabited  the 
Mendenhall  forelands  most  of  Jun  and  Jul  and 
were  suspected  of  nesting  (RJG);  there  is  no 
breeding  record  from  this  area.  Aythya  high- 
lights were  mostly  from  the  Nome  area,  in- 
cluding 4 Canvasbacks  7 Jun  (WINGS),  at 
least  one  Ring-necked  Duck  5-16  Jun  (AL, 
WINGS),  and  single  Lesser  Scaup  there  4 & 
12  Jun  (VENT).  All  are  rare  and  nearly  annu- 
al, mostly  with  Jun  staging  waterfowl  flocks 
on  Safety  Sound.  A Harelquin  Duck  pair  with 
3 ducklings  was  located  in  late  Jul  on  the 
drainage  into  Blue  L.  near  Sitka  (KB),  where 
the  species  was  reported  to  have  historically 
bred  in  the  early  1900s  by  Willett.  Southeast 
nest  records  are  few  and  scattered.  The  South- 
east breeding  distribution  of  Barrow’s  Golden- 
eye is  also  poorly  known,  so  a female  with  7 
ducklings  in  Juneau’s  Mendenhall  forelands  1 
Jul  (RJG)  was  noteworthy.  The  season’s  only 
Hooded  Merganser  breeding  report  came  from 
Barnes  L.  up  the  Stikine  R.,  where  a female 
towed  around  2 ducklings  30  Jul  (AL).  Hood- 
eds  are  rare  and  very  local  breeders  in  the  s. 
half  of  the  Southeast  Mainland.  Kenny  L.  was 
again  populated  with  Ruddy  Ducks,  with  at 
least  3 noted  on  this  s.  Interior  lake  24-26  Jun 
(AL,  PDM).  This  is  the  only  known  breeding 
site  in  the  Region. 


Arctic  Loon  reports  were  about  average 
from  the  Nome  area,  where  a few  are  located 
each  summer,  with  a high  count  of  4 near 
Safety  Sound  7 Jun  (WINGS)  and  an  interest- 
ing inland  bird  found  at  Mile  69  of  the 
Kougarok  Rd.  30  Jun  (AL).  Two  pairs  of  Red- 
necked Grebes,  casual  for  the  North  Slope, 
were  found  in  Barrow  area  ponds  27-28  Jun 
(VENT).  Lighning  struck  again  at  Barrow  this 
year  when  Rosenberg  located  a Great  Egret 
25  Jun  (ph.  GHR).  The  Beaufort  Sea’s  first 
ever  was  photographed  at  Barrow  a year  prior. 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Another  Swainson’s  Hawk  was  found  at  Bar- 
row,  a 2nd  North  Slope  record  following  the 
recent  fall  season  report,  a light-morph  bird  at 
several  locations  along  the  coast  25-29  Jun 
(ph.  GHR;  VENT,  ph,  KJZ).  Single  Rough- 
legged Hawks  were  reported  in  the  Gustavus 
area  in  n.  Southeast  20  & 31  Jul  (BBP,  NKD), 
not  far  from  Glacier  Bay,  where  the  1907 
Alexander  Expedition  collected  several  and 
documented  a nest.  Eew  summer  records  ex- 


This  Swainson's  Hawk  was  well  north  of  usual  haunts  at  Bar- 
row,  Alaska  25  June  2008.  Photograph  by  Gary  Rosenberg. 


ist  anywhere  else  in  Southeast  or  in  nearby 
South-coastal  Alaska. 

A calling  Virginia  Rail  responded  to  tape 
but  could  not  be  coaxed  out  of  Equisetum  on 
Barnes  L.  near  the  British  Columbia  border  30 
Jul  (AL),  the  season’s  only  report  of  this  casu- 
al summer  visitor.  There  is  one  previous 
record  from  a nearby  marsh  on  the  Stikine. 
Two  Soras  continued  at  Juneau’s  Pioneer 
Marsh  from  their  May  arrival  through  20  Jun 
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This  second-cycle  kamtschatschensis  Mew  Gull  frequented  Juneau's  Mendenhall  Wetlands 
22  July-2  August  2008  (here  2 August) — Southeast's  first  and  a rarity  anywhere  in  Alaska 
in  July.  Photograph  byM.  Goff. 

(PMS,  MWS,  ph.  PAR),  also  the  summer’s  only 
report.  The  Region’s  4th  (at  least)  Sandhill 
Crane  nesting  account  for  Southeast  came  in 
from  the  Cleveland  Pen.  on  the  Mainland  8 
Jim  (MC,  PR  ph.).  Scattered  pairs  and  very 
small  numbers  summer  in  muskeg  on  the  is- 
lands of  Prince  of  Wales,  Annette,  and  Gravina 
in  southernmost  Southeast.  These  birds  are 
characterized  as  considerably  larger  than  the 
common  migrant  Lesser  Sandhill  Cranes  (G. 
c.  canadensis)  and  are  thought  to  represent  one 
of  the  Greater  Sandhills  subspecies,  either 
tabida  or  wwani,  which  breeds  on  the  Queen 
Charlotte  Is.  not  far  to  the  s.  of  these  areas. 

Common  Ringed  Plovers  are  casual  on  the 
Mainland  Bering  Sea  coast,  so  a single  male 
described  from  Nome  12  Jim  ("VENT,  tKJZ), 
was  possibly  only  the  2nd  from  that  locality.  A 
single  Killdeer  was  a rare  overshoot  from  the 
Interior  to  the  North  Slope  at  Barrow  28  Jun 
(VENT).  Only  one  Greater  Yellowlegs  report 
came  from  the  heavily  birded  Nome  area  8 
Jun  from  Safety  (WINGS),  where  a few  are 
usually  encountered  eachjun.  Macintosh  dis- 
covered the  hrst  ever  Common  Greenshank 
from  South-coastal  Alaska  13-19  Jun  in  Kodi- 
ak’s Kalsin  Bay  (ph.  RAM).  Also  casual  from 
the  Seward  Pen.  was  a single  Wood  Sandpiper 
at  Safety  Sound  e.  of  Nome  1 Jun  (VENT). 

Most  Bering  Sea  Mainland  records  are  from 
the  Wales  area  farther  to  the  west.  Eall  mi- 
grant Hudsonian  Godwits  arrived  on  time  at 
Southeast  staging  sites,  with  a single  in 
Juneau  27  Jul  (PMS).  Excellent  high  tallies 
ensued,  including  52  in  Juneau  28  Jul  (PMS) 
and  1 2 near  Gustavus  the  following  day  (BBP, 

NKD).  Two  Bar-tailed  Godwits  feeding  at  the 
Anchor  R.  mouth  on  the  w.  Kenai  Pen  13  Jul 
(NS)  were  unusual  away  from  the  immediate 
Gulf  Coast.  Bar-taileds  are  casual  in  Upper 


Cook  Inlet.  Extremely 
rare  in  Southeast  away 
from  the  usual  small 
northbound  numbers 
in  spring  was  a Marbled 
Godwit  described  in 
Juneau  30  Jul  (TRJG). 
The  Alaska  subspecies, 
L.  /.  beringiae,  is  wholly 
contained  in  an  isolated 
breeding  concentration 
near  Ugashik  Bay.  Most 
of  this  population  mi- 
grates to  and  from 
breeding  areas  across 
the  Gulf  of  Alaska. 

Two  different  Little 
Stints  were  nicely  sub- 
stantiated 3 Jim  in  the 
Barrow  area  (ph.  DP), 
where  they  have  been 
casual  over  the  past  few  decades  and  where  a 
few  have  been  noted  on  territory  in  Jun.  An- 
other Stilt  Sandpiper  appeared  in  the  Nome 
area’s  Safety  Sound  8 Jun  (AL,  WINGS); 
where  recent  reports,  coupled  with  historical 
sightings,  suggest  that  this  species  is  rare  and 
nearly  annual  on  the  Seward  Pen.  Wilson’s 


bound  Red-necked  Phalaropes  was  an  im- 
pressive 1400  in  Kupreanof  Strait  tide  rips 
off  Kodiak  12  Jul  QM).  Smaller  feeding 
flocks  and  migrant  groups  are  more  typical 
offshore  in  the  North  Gulf  of  Alaska  (here- 
after, North  GulO.  A Jack  Snipe  was  at  Gam- 
bell  4-7  Jun  (ph.  G.  Bieber,  ph.  JLD). 

It  was  an  extremely  slow  gull  season,  with 
very  few  highlights.  An  ad.  Franklin’s  Gull  was 
notable  1 Jun  at  the  Ketchikan  waterfront  (ph. 
SCH),  where  the  species  is  most  often  ob- 
served in  fall.  Three  ad.  Mew  Gulls,  identified 
as  kamtschatschensis,  accompanied  Mew  Gulls 
at  Nome’s  Safety  Sound  1 Jun  (VENT,  tKJZ). 
There  are  a few  spring  reports  of  this  e. 
Palearctic  subspecies  from  the  Seward  Pen. 
More  noteworthy  was  another  kamtschat- 
schensis, a second-cycle  individual  pho- 
tographed at  Juneau’s  Mendenhall  Wetlands 
22  Jul-2  Aug  (ph.,  tPMS).  This  individual  be- 
comes Southeast’s  first  substantiated  report 
and  one  of  the  Region’s  few  from  Jul.  Only  two 
Ring-billed  Gull  reports  came  in,  the  ad  from 
Kodiak,  which  lingered  from  its  31  May  ar- 
rival (ph.  RAM),  and  another  ad  from  Juneau 
31  Jul  (PMS).  California  Gulls  pushed  into  s. 
Southeast  in  late  Jul,  with  notable  observa- 
tions n.  of  their  normal  staging  areas  of  8 birds 


Ketchikan  scored  its  second  Eurasian  Collared-Dove  1S-'!9  June  2008,  but  this  was  the  only  one  reported  in  Alaska  this  sum- 
mer. Photograph  by  M.  Goff. 


Phalaropes  again  reached  into  the  Region, 
with  one  at  Gustavus  13  Jun  (BBP)  that  fol- 
lowed a late  May  report  and  3 together  near 
Juneau  I6-1-  Jun  (GBvV,  ph.  RBB).  This  rare 
visitor  is  now  found  annually  in  late  May 
and  early  Jun  somewhere  on  the  Region’s  e. 
periphery.  The  season’s  peak  count  of  south- 


near Juneau  28  Jul  (PMS)  and  a single  at  Gus- 
tavus 29  Jul  (ph.  NKD). 

Small  numbers  of  Aleutian  Terns  continue 
in  Glacier  Bay’s  w.  arm  following  similar  re- 
ports from  last  summer  and  recent  breeding 
reports  from  Adams  Inlet  in  the  e.  arm.  Singles 
were  noted  in  the  w.  arm  in  early  through  mid- 
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This  Lazuli  Bunting  was  found  near  Juneau,  Alaska  21  June  2003  (here)  and  again 
17  July;  it  represents  Alaska's  seventh  record,  all  of  which  are  from  Southeast. 
Photograph  by  M.  Goff. 


Jul,  and  2 together  were  found  26  Jul  (NKD). 
Aleutians  were  previously  known  to  breed 
along  the  coast  of  the  North  Gulf  of  Alaska  as 
far  se.  as  Dry  Bay  s.  of  Yakutat.  Twenty  nests 
were  located  within  that  range  at  Riou  Spit  in 
Icy  Bay  n.  of  Yakutat  {fide  MK).  Caspian  Terns 
made  a strong  showing  in  Southeast,  where 
normal  small  numbers  were  scattered  in  Jun 
and  Jul  from  Ketchikan  and  Wrangell  to 
Haines  (SCH,  CR,  AD).  Larger  counts  came  in 
from  the  Gustavus  and  Glacier  Bay  area, 
where  groups  of  4-11  birds  were  present 
throughout  Jul  (BBP).  A juv.  was  observed 
with  2 ads.  31  Jul  (NKD),  and  up  to  16  ads. 
was  the  max  count  from  the  Gustavus  area  30 
Jul  (BBP).  The  high  count  from  the  Juneau 
area  was  14  birds  on  the  Mendenhall  Wetlands 
22  Jul  (PMS).  Two  of  these  Juneau  birds  had 
been  banded  as  chicks  from  the  East  Sand  1. 
colony  in  the  Columbia  R.  estuary.  This  north- 
ward dispersal  has  been  previously  document- 
ed from  band  returns.  Two  hundred  Caspian 
Tern  nests  were  counted  at  the  Gull  I.  colony 
in  Icy  Bay  30  Jun  {fide  MK),  Seemingly  with- 
out explanation  was  a flock  of  75  Arctic  Terns 
flying  past  the  Hyder  waterfront  31  Jul  (AWP). 
Whether  these  were  failed  Interior  breeders  or 
local  Hyder-Stewart,  B.C.  breeders  moving  to 
molt  sites  was  unclear.  Rare  from  upper  Lynn 
Canal  waters  was  a Kittlitz’s  Murrelet  de- 
scribed from  Portage  Cove  near  Haines  1 Jul 
(PR).  Most  Kittlitz’s  reports  from  that  area  are 
concentrated  towards  Glacier  Bay  fiords. 

DOVES  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

Since  there  is  little  documented  breeding  evi- 
dence, a report  of  7 juv.  Band-tailed  Pigeons 
with  an  ad.  at  a Ketchikan  feeder  26  Jul  (CAP) 
was  especially  noteworthy  and  only  the  2nd 
sighting  of  a juv.  from  Ketchikan.  Elsewhere,  a 
Band-tailed  was  in  Hyder  13-16  Jun  (RBB), 
and  5 were  at  a Wrangell  feeder  25  May  QM)- 
On  the  heels  of  several  2006  reports  (the  first 
such  for  the  Region),  and  sightings  from  at 
least  seven  locations  in  2007,  only  one 


Eurasian  Collared-Dove  was  re- 
ported  this  season,  at  a 
Ketchikan  feeder  15-19  Jun 
(KMR,  ph.  SCH),  a 2nd  local 
record.  A single  Mourning 
Dove  was  photographed  in 
Yakutat  25  Jul  (ph.  RJ),  the 
only  report  this  summer.  The 
species  occurs  annually  in  the 
Region  in  very  small  numbers, 
mostly  in  Southeast  in  fall,  and 
is  casual  otherwise.  A calling 
Northern  Pygmy-Owl  in  the 
Blue  L.  valley  near  Sitka  3 & 24 
Jun  (KB,  MRG,  KP)  was  most 
unusual  for  summer  at  an  off- 
shore locality  where  the  species  is  poorly 
known.  Most  summer  records  of  this  other- 
wise regular  fall  and  win- 
ter visitor  are  from  the 
Southeast  Mainland  and 
adjacent  islands.  Short- 
eared Owls  were  found  in 
suitable  grassland  habitat 
in  the  Gustavus  area,  ini- 
tially with  an  ad.  there  10- 

14  Jul,  and  then  a recently 
fledged  imm.  with  the  ad. 
on  14  Jul,  followed  by  a 
startling  11  birds  flushed 
together  from  the  area  on 
the  31st  (BBP).  Short- 
eareds  are  primarily 
known  as  migrants  and 
occasional  winter  visitors 
in  Southeast,  and  there  is 
one  older  breeding  record 
from  here  published  by 
the  U.S.  National  Park 
Service.  Possibly  the  same 
female  Northern  Saw- 
whet  Owl  was  thought  to 
have  re-nested  in  a nest 
box  near  where  it  had 
fledged  young  in  late  May 
in  Gustavus.  The  new  nest 
held  three  eggs  12  Jun  and 
then  three  owlets  through 

15  Jul  (NKD  ph.).  Ras- 
mussen’s Northern  Saw- 
whet  Owl  account  for  the  Birds  of  North  Amer- 
ica series  reports  no  documented  double- 
clutching,  but  he  suspects  that  Jun  and  Jul 
nestings  represent  2nd  clutches  or  attempts. 
Captive  birds  have  apparently  double-clutched 
with  smaller  numbers  of  eggs  in  the  2nd  batch. 
A Common  Nighthawk  in  Ketchikan  13  Jun 
(tTLG)  furnished  a 2nd  local  record  and  one 
of  few  for  the  summer  season  of  this  rare  fall 
migrant  from  the  Mainland. 

Another  Interior  Yellow-breasted  Sapsuck- 


er  nest  was  found,  again  in  the  Bonanaza 
Creek  forest  w.  of  Eairbanks  22  Jun  (NH,  JL), 
where  the  species  has  bred  a few  times.  Most 
late  spring/early  summer  reports  of  this 
species  come  from  the  e.  Interior  well  e.  of 
this  site.  An  American  Three-toed  Woodpeck- 
er nest  located  near  Erosty  Bay  on  the  Cleve- 
land Pen.  in  s.  Southeast  17  Jun  (MC,  PR)  was 
a nice  find,  as  this  species  is  a rare  Southeast 
resident.  Two  nearly  fledged  Northern  Elick- 
ers  in  the  same  cavity  exhibited  the  classic 
plumage  signs  of  intergradation  between  Red- 
shafted  and  Yellow-shafted  25  Jun  (AWP  ph.). 
Essentially  all  Northern  Flickers  in  the 
Ketchikan  area  are  intergrades. 

The  season’s  only  Least  Flycatcher  report 
came  from  near  downtown  Fairbanks  13  Jun 
(PDM),  while  a calling  Empidonax  in  Juneau 


sounded  to  the  observer  like  a Dusky  Fly- 
catcher 13  Jun  (MWS).  We  have  just  two  pre- 
vious spring  reports  of  this  treeline  breeder 
from  e.  of  the  Coast  Range.  Kingbirds  made  a 
relatively  strong  turnout  this  season  after 
years  of  irregular  observations.  Single  West- 
ern Kingbirds  were  noted  on  the  same  day,  23 
Jul,  from  Pelican  in  Southeast  (ph.  PB)  and 
from  Seward,  where  that  individual  lingered 
through  the  28th  {fide  CG).  Four  Eastern 
Kingbird  reports  in  Southeast  was  an  excel- 


A nearly  annual  visitor  to  Southeast  Alaska  in  recent  years,  this  Black-headed  Grosbeak 
visited  a feeder  in  Wrangell  20  and  (here)  23  June  2008.  Photograph  byS.  Wise  Eagle. 
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lent  showing,  all  singles,  at  Hyder  16  Jun  (ph. 
RBB),  Lowrie  1.  on  the  outer  coast  on  5 Jul 
(tGWP),  at  Sitka  19  Jul  (MLW),  and-at  Gus- 
tavus  29  Jul  (NKD  ph.)-  Farther  afield  was  an- 
other Eastern  (undetailed)  near  Wonder  L.  at 
the  w.  end  of  Denali  N.P  26  Jun  (TC,  KK). 
The  Regions  only  Cassin’s  Vireo  was  found 
near  Juneau  14  Jun  (PMS,  BAA,  MA).  An  ex- 
tralimital  Warbling  Vireo  wandered  north- 
ward in  the  Interior  to  the  Coldfoot  Visitor 
Center  on  the  Dalton  Hwy.  in  the  cen.  Brooks 
Range  7 Jul  (ph.,  tJW).  We  have  a few  scat- 
tered Warbling  Vireo  records  from  the  Interi- 
or away  from  the  species’  normal  Alaska 
range  on  the  Southeast  Mainland  watersheds. 
About  the  norm  was  one  Red-eyed  Vireo  re- 
port in  Southeast,  a singing  bird  in  the  Hyder 
woods  13-14  Jun  (RBB). 

Extralimital  summer  swallows  were  about 
average  at  peripheral  sites,  including  a Bank 
Swallow  at  Barrow  14  Jun  (AL),  a Cliff  Swal- 
low out  in  the  North  Gulf  at  Kodiak  21  Jun 
(RAM,  IM),  and  the  usual  odd  Barn  Swallows. 
A pair  of  Nearctic  Barn  Swallows  nested  in  a 
Solomon  building  17-20  Jun+  (VENT,  ph. 
AL),  and  another  moved  offshore  to  Kodiak 
17  Jun  (RAM,  CT),  where  they  are  occasional 
beyond  breeding  areas  in  e.  North  Gulf  com- 
munities. Two  singing  Arctic  Warblers  in 
breeding  substrate  at  Mile  24  of  the  Kougarok 
Rd.  inland  of  Nome  3 Jun  (AL)  were  ex- 
tremely early.  The  bulk  of  these  Old  World 
migrants  arrive  8-12  Jun.  A Siberian 
Rubythroat  was  found  8 Jun  at  Gambell 
(VENT),  where  they  are  casual. 

Three  female-type  Mountain  Bluebirds 
were  in  woods  at  Mile  16  of  the  Taylor  Hwy. 
27  Jul  (SU),  where  recent  burns  created  new 
nesting  conditions.  No  others  were  noted 
from  more  regular  sites  in  Delta  or  Tok.  Pio- 
neering Townsend’s  Solitaires  turned  up  at 
odd  sites,  with  one  from  Indian  R.  woods  near 
Sitka  1 Jun  (ph.  AT),  and  another  flushed 

A female-type  Rufeus-tailed  Robin  (Lusdnia 
sibilans)  skulked  around  a rocky  outcrop  at  St. 
Paul  l.'s  Hutchinson  Hill  8-9  Jun,  where  patient  birders 
were  able  to  get  decent  documentary  photographs  (ID, 
ph.  CC,  ph.  GHR).  Amazingly,  another  Rufous-tailed  Robin 
was  also  located  at  Attu  1. 4 Jun  (*DWS),  not  far  from  the 
site  that  produced  the  Region's  first  sight  record  in  2000. 
Photographs  of  thefirst  sighting  were  deemed  unsuitable 
to  document  the  species  but  may  be  re-reviewed.  These 
2008  reports  satisfactorily  document  the  species  for  the 
Alaska  checklist.  Both  individuals  showed  characters  con- 
sistent with  first-year  plumage.  This  shy  species  breeds 
from  the  Russian  Far  East  into  n.  Mongolia  and  winters 
largely  in  s.  China  and  e.  Southeast  Asia. 


from  dwarf  juniper  thickets  in  a side  canyon 
of  the  Kongakut  R.  on  the  n.  side  of  the 
Brooks  Range  10  Jul  (AL).  Solitaires  are  casu- 
al offshore  in  Southeast  and  unknown  from 
the  n.  side  of  the  Brooks  Range.  A late  snow 
storm  downed  some  25  Gray-cheeked 
Thrushes  at  Gambell  7 Jun  (VENT)  on  their 
way  to  Palearctic  nesting  areas  across  the 
Bering  Strait.  There  is  still  no  known  breeding 
record  of  American  Robin  offshore  on  Kodi- 
ak, so  a single  singing  there  from  May 
through  14  Jul  (MM)  was  suspicious.  Ex- 
tralimital Varied  Thrushes  pushed  out  of  the 
taiga  to  Gambell  7-8  Jun  (VENT)  and  n.  to 
Barrow  16  Jun  (AL);  they  are  distinctly  rare  at 
both  locations. 

WAXWINGS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

The  same  Kongakut  R.  canyon  that  supported 
a summer  Townsend’s  Solitaire  also  held  3 Bo- 
hemian Waxwings  10  Jul  (AL).  Bohemians 
are  very  rare  in  the  cen.  and  n.  Brooks  Range. 
Relatively  normal  Cedar  Waxing  numbers 
were  encountered,  with  a flock  of  25+  the 
peak  at  Hyder  13-16  Jun  (BB).  More  unusual 
were  nests  found  in  an  ornamental  maple  in 
Ketchikan  22  Jul  (CAE,  ph.  JHL),  only  the  2nd 
from  that  locale,  and  at  Sitka  21  Jul  (MRG),  a 
local  first  where  the  species  is  not  annual.  The 
Sitka  nest  was  later  abandoned.  Tennessee 
Warblers  were  well  represented  in  Southeast, 
with  4 singing  birds  in  the  Juneau  area  12-25 
Jun  (m.ob.)  and  a single  in  Hyder  7 Jul  (AD). 
In  the  Interior,  where  early  season  overshoots 
are  expected,  one  was  out  the  Edgerton  Hwy. 
near  Chitna  26  Jun  (AL),  2 were  s.  of  Delta  on 
territories  22-25  Jun  (SD,  AL),  and  another 
was  out  Sheep  Creek  Rd.  outside  Fairbanks 
22-24  Jun  (MR,  JD).  Tennessees  are  sporadic 
but  occasionally  widespread  between  years 
when  none  are  located.  Only  one  Magnolia 
Warbler  report  came  in,  from  Juneau,  where  a 
singing  bird  was  at  Sandy  Beach  18  Jun  (PMS) 
for  the  2nd  consecutive  year. 

Following  last  year’s  first  Alaska  record 
from  Hyder,  another  Vesper  Sparrow  ven- 
tured (perhaps  up  the  MacKenzie  R.  water- 
shed) n.  to  Barrow,  where  it  sang  and  showed 
well  in  short  coastal  tundra  vegetation  26  Jun 
(ph.  DP).  Four  different  family  groups  of 
Dark-eyed  Juncos  were  found  in  the  Kongakut 
R.  drainage  on  the  n.  side  of  the  Brooks  Range 
10  Jul  (AL).  Perhaps  there  are  micro-climate 
or  warming  conditions  and/or  glacial  refugia 
habitat  pockets  that  are  providing  increasing- 
ly attractive  conditions  for  Dark-eyed  Juncos 
to  move  across  the  Brooks  Range  into  north- 
side  canyons.  Since  Aug  2005,  observers  have 
noted  an  increase  in  juncos  on  the  n.  sections 
of  the  Canning  and  Kongakut  Rivers.  A nest 
was  first  discovered  in  Jun  2006,  and  they 


have  been  seen  annually  since.  Lone  Black- 
headed Grosbeaks  visited  feeders  in  Juneau 
(male,  1-2  Jun;  RAA)  and  Wrangell  (female, 
20  6a:  23  Jun;  JM,  ph.  SMWE).  Over  the  past 
decade,  this  species  has  proved  to  be  a rare, 
nearly  annual  summer  visitor  in  Southeast.  A 
female-plumaged  Lazuli  Bunting  pho- 
tographed near  Juneau  21  Jun  (ph.,  TPAR)  and 
17  Jul  (RJG)  constituted  Alaska’s  7th  record, 
all  of  which  are  from  Southeast.  A Little 
Bunting  at  Gambell  2-4  Jun  (vt.  PEL,  WINGS) 
was  the  first  in  spring  for  North  America. 

Perhaps  as  a result  of  poor  breeding  condi- 
tions from  this  cool  summer,  a flock  of  24 
Red-winged  Blackbirds  staging  in  Juneau’s 
Mendenhall  Wetlands  28  Jul  provided  a local 
new  high  count.  Fall  migrant  Red-wingeds 
typically  initiate  southbound  movements  in 
Southeast  in  late  Jul.  White-winged  Crossbills 
seemed  to  show  a slight  Jul  increase  locally 
across  the  North  Gulf  Coast  and  into  Upper 
Cook  Inlet. 

Contributors  and  observers:  B.  Alger,  J.  B. 
Allen,  M.  Anderson,  R.  Armstrong,  G.  Baluss, 

B.  Barbaree,  P.  Bealer,  R.  B.  Benter,  S.  Berns,  K. 
Bovee,  1.  Bruce,  G.  V.  Byrd,  M.  Cady,  E.  Clark, 

C.  Cox,  L.  Craig,  J.  Dearborn,  L.  DeCicco,  D. 
F Delap,  A.  DeMartini,  N.  DeWitt  (Interior 
Subregional  Compiler),  J.  DeWitt,  B.  Dittrick, 
W.  E.  Donaldson,  N.  K.  Drumheller,  S. 
DuBois,  L.  Edfelt,  R Eldridge,  D.  Erikson,  T. 
Eskelin,  T.  Evans,  P & C.  Fritz,  C.  A.  Fultz,  E 
Glass,  D.  D.  Gibson,  R.  E.  Gill,  M.  Goff,  R.  J. 
Gordon,  T.  L.  Goucher,  C.  Griswold,  N.  Hay- 
dukovich,  K.  Hart,  S.  C.  Heinl  (Southeast  Co- 
Compiler),  J.  Johnson,  R.  Johnson,  W.  Keys, 
M.  Kissling,  J.  E Koerner,  A.  Lang,  P.  E. 
Lehman,  J.  Levison,J.  H.  Lewis,  1.  Macintosh, 
M.  Macintosh,  R.  A.  Macintosh,  C.  MacIn- 
tyre, D.  MacPhail,  J.  Martin,  R D.  Martin,  R 
Norwood,  L.  J.  Oakley,  B.  B.  Raige,  W.  Rawuk, 

G.  W.  Rendleton,  K.  Rerensovich,  S.  Peterson, 
A.  W.  Piston  (Southeast  Co-Compiler),  D.  & 
S.  Porter,  R Pourchot,  D.  Prentki,  R Rak,  R T. 

H.  Randles,  K.  M.  Ripley,  R A.  Rose,  G.  H. 
Rosenberg,  C.  Ross,  D.  Rudis,  K.  Russell,  J. 
Sauer,  L.  Scharf,  R.  L.  Scher,  M.  W.  Schwan,  N, 
& S.  Senner,  D.  Shaw,  D.  W.  Sonneborn,  S. 
Studebaker,  P.  Suchanek,  A.  Swingley,  G. 
Tans,  M.  E.  Tedin,  A.  Thoms,  T.  Tobish,  C. 
Trussel,  G.  B.  van  Vliet,  P.  Vanselow,  VENT 
(Victor  Emanuel  Nature  Tours:  K.  J.  Zimmer, 

D.  Wolf,  B.  Rued  et  al.),  M.  L.  Ward,  Wilder- 
ness Bird  Tours  (B.  Dittrick,  A.  Lang  et  al.),  R. 
Winckler,  WINGS,  Inc.  (P.  E.  Lehman,  J.  L. 
Dunn  et  al.),  S.  M.  Wise-Eagle,  K.  Zervos,  S. 
Zimmerman.  ($ 
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June  was  unsettled  and  a bit  cool  until 
around  the  solstice,  when  things 
warmed  up  to  above  normal.  In  fact,  it 
was  downright  toasty  during  the  last  few 
days  of  the  month.  Precipitation  amounts 
ended  up  near  normal,  although  days  with 
precipitation  were  above  normal.  July  start- 
ed off  hot,  then  alternated  between  hot  and 
cold  on  a weekly  basis.  Thunderstorms  pro- 
duced some  locally  heavy  downpours  dur- 
ing the  month.  As  a result,  the  northbound 
migration  was  protracted,  with  plenty  of 
migrant  activity  well  into  June. 

W,ATERFOWL  THROUGH  TERNS 

A male  Eurasian  Wigeon  was  rather  late  in  the 
Hanceville  area  4 Jun  (fide  PR).  A rare  spring 
and  fall  transient  in  the  s.  interior,  a male  Surf 
Scoter  was  also  late  in  Penticton  10  Jun 
(RJC).  Very  rare  in  the  Kootenays,  a Clark’s 
Grebe  was  in  Kaslo  1 Jul  (DP,  LS).  The  Cari- 
boo’s first  record  of  Brown  Pelican,  and  only 
the  3rd  interior  record,  was  from  Lac  la 
Hache,  with  photographs  taken  on  day  of  its 
discovery  28  Jun-8  Jul  (fide  PR). 

An  alternate-plumaged  Red-faced  Cor- 
morant seen  sitting  on  the  water  close  to 
shore  and  in  flight  off  Botanical  Beach  31  May 
(tRTo,  LH)  for  a 7th  provincial  record.  As 


Turkey  Vultures  continue  to  push  their  way 
northward  in  the  province,  their  numbers  in- 
crease as  well.  Possibly  the  largest  congrega- 
tion ever  recorded  in  the  Cariboo  involved  16 
at  Forest  Grove  (TG).  Casual  on  the  coast  in 
spring,  a Swainson’s  Hawk  was  late  over  the 
Victoria  International  Airport  8 Jun  (ph.  MB). 
There  are  very  few  interior  breeding  records 
for  Semipalmated  Plover.  A nest  containing 
four  eggs  was  discovered  at  Eagle  L.  in  the 
Cariboo,  8 Jun  (ph.  JS);  a subsequent  visit  15 
Jun  could  not  confirm  a successful  nesting 
(]S).  There  is  but  one  prior  breeding  record 
for  this  area  which  dates  back  to  1961  (fide 
PR).  A pair  of  Black-necked  Stilts  remained 
late  at  Elizabeth  L,  Cranbrook  11-18  Jun 
(DN).  Casual  in  summer,  an  Elegant  Tern  was 
seen  flying  southward  from  10  Mile  Pt., 
Saanich  20  Jul  (MGS);  this  did  not  translate 
into  an  irruption,  despite  there  being  several 
reports  of  the  species  s.  of  the  border. 

D0¥ES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  continue  to  be  re- 
ported from  scattered  locations  in  the  s.  inte- 
rior and  lower  mainland  as  well  as  s.  Vancou- 
ver I.,  but  one  in  the  far  more  remote  area  of 
the  Queen  Charlotte  Islands  was  exceptional, 
at  Moresby  Camp,  Cumshewa  Inlet  2 Jun 
(BW).  Aside  from  the  small  colony  at  Caw- 
ston,  Similkameen  Valley,  there  is  now  con- 
firmed breeding  along  the  coast;  2 juvs.  were 
observed  at  Boundary  Bay  31  Jul  (MT).  This 
locale  has  had  regular  sightings  for  the  past 
two  years,  and  breeding  was  suspected  for  the 
outer  coast  in  Tofino,  where  there  have  been 
as  many  as  7 regularly  visiting  a feeder  (fide 
AD)  and  where  they  were  also  confirmed 
breeding  in  Sooke  (RTo). 

A very  late  and  perhaps  a 2nd  nesting  of 
Northern  Saw- whet  Owl  was  discovered  11 
Jun  at  Irrigation  Cr.,  s.  Okanagan.  This  nest 
contained  three  eggs;  normally  this  species 
lays  eggs  in  Mar,  with  fledging  by  the  end  of 
May  (RJC).  An  irregular  straggler  to  the  s. 
coast,  an  Ash-throated  Flycatcher  was  in  Col- 
wood  7 Jun  (DA);,  most  records  are  of  fall  va- 
grants, with  fewer  recorded  as  spring  over- 
shoots. Very  rare  on  Vancouver  I.,  a White- 
breasted Nuthatch  was  in  Sooke  20  Jun  (RTo). 


A rare-but- regular  visitor  to  the  s.  half  of  the 
province,  a Northern  Mockingbird  was  at 
Reade  L.,  n.  of  Cranbrook  16  Jul  (GR). 

A male  Northern  Parula  was  seen  with  a' 
migrant  flock  in  Shirley,  Juan  de  Fuca  26  Jul 
(RTo)  for  a 12th  provincial  and  first  Jul 
record.  This  e.  rarity  has  appeared  nearly  an- 
nually for  the  past  seven  years.  Very  rare  away 
from  the  Peace  region,  a Blackpoll  Warbler 
was  on  Saltspring  I.  at  Burgoyne  RP.  8 Jun 
(KF).  A Yellow-breasted  Chat  was  found  well 
away  from  its  s.  Okanagan  stronghold  at  Pend 
Oreille  Valley  10  Jul  (MM);  there  are  few 
records  for  the  Kootenays. 

The  province’s  9th  record  of  Green-tailed 
Towhee  involved  a single  at  a feeder  in 
Lardeau,  W.  Kootenays  7 Jul  (ph.,  TMJ,  ph. 
GS),  the  first  record  in  six  years.  Casual  in  the 
province,  but  located  in  suitable  breeding 
habitat,  up  to  2 Black-throated  Sparrows  were 
seen  and  heard  singing  at  Osoyoos  17-26  Jul 
(DB,  BMK).  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  visited  a 
feeder  in  N.  Burnaby  14  Jun  (RS);  another 
was  in  Langford  31  Jul  (DA);  and  in  the 
Kootenays,  a male  was  at  Lardeau  23  Jun 
(MJ).  An  ad.  male  Lesser  Goldfinch  visited  a 
feeder  in  the  company  of  Pine  Siskins  and 
American  Goldfinches  10  Jim+  (ph.  SO  et  al.) 
for  an  8th  provincial  record.  Not  only  was  this 
the  most  photographed  and  long-staying  indi- 
vidual on  record,  the  hosts  were  extremely  ac- 
commodating of  the  many  birders  that  came. 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): David  Allinson  (Victoria),  Cathy  Anto- 
niazzi  (cen.  interior),  Michael  Bentley,  Jack 
Bowling  (weather  summary),  Doug  Brown, 
Richard  j.  Cannings  (s.  Okanagan),  Gary  S. 
Davidson  (Kootenays),  Adrian  Dorst  (Tofi- 
no-Uduelet),  Karen  Ferguson,  Tim  Godin, 
Marlene  Johnston,  Bob  McKay,  Dean  Nichol- 
son, Stan  Olson,  Mark  Phinney  (Peace  River), 
Dirk  Pidcock,  Phil  Ranson  (Cariboo),  Greg 
Ross,  Michael  G.  Shepard,  Jim  Sims,  R.  Sin- 
clair, Gail  Spitler,  Lorraine  Symmes,  Mike 
Tabak,  Rick  Toochin  (Juan  de  Fuca),  Bruce 
Whittington.  O 
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A cool  wet  spring  carried  over  into  early 
June,  the  first  week  of  which  was  Seat- 
■tle’s  coldest  since  1894!  Heavy  snow 
cover  reported  in  our  spring  column,  com- 
bined with  new  snow  in  early  June,  delayed 
upslope  movements  and  likely  stalled  the  on- 
set of  nesting  for  many  high-elevation  passer- 
ines. Below-average  sea  surface  temperatures 
(nearly  2°  C below  the  norm  off  Oregon)  were 
linked  to  very  low  numbers  of  many  pelagic 
species. 

As  is  surely  the  case  in  all  regions,  increas- 
ing observer  effort  continues  to  fill  gaps  in 
our  knowledge  of  our  Region’s  avifauna. 
Though  the  season  provided  few  mega-rari- 
ties, careful  observations  led  to  many  bold- 
faced discoveries,  unexpected  subspecies,  and 
hybrids,  as  well  as  several  interesting  breed- 
ing records.  Exceptional  coverage  of  Oregon’s 
Lake  Abert  late  in  the  period  revealed  num- 
bers of  shorebirds  and  gulls  that  at  times  de- 
fied quantihcation  and  uplifted  those  who 
witnessed  the  spectacle. 

Abbreviations:  Finley  (Finley  N.W.R.,  Benton); 
ER.R.  (Fern  Ridge  Res.,  Lane);  Malheur  (Mal- 
heur N.'W.R.,  Harney);  Nisqually  (Nisqually 
N.W.R.,  Thurston,);  O.S.  (Ocean  Shores,  Grays 
Harbor);  RN.R  (Point  No  Point,  Kitsap);  RS.B. 
(Port  Susan  Bay,  Snohomish);  P.T.  (Puget 
Trough,  WA);  Ridgefield  (Ridgefield  N.W.R., 
Clark);  W.W.R.D.  fWalla  Walla  River  Delta, 
Walla  Walla);  W.V  (Willamette  Valley).  “East- 
side”  and  “westside”  refer  to  locations  e.  and  w. 
of  the  Cascade  crest,  respectively. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CRANE 

Typically  rare  in  the  Region  during  summer. 
Greater  White-fronted  Geese  tarried  into  Jun 
on  the  westside  in  both  states,  the  latest  being 


2 at  N.S.C.B.  18  Jun  (TR).  More  unexpected 
were  3 Greater  White-fronteds  still  at  Mal- 
heur 4 Jul  (R.  & R.  Wolcott).  A tardy  north- 
bound Snow  Goose  visited  Powell  Butte, 
Crook  4 Jun  (CG)  and  one  presumed  sum- 
mering inhabited  Lower  Cow  Creek  Res., 
Malheur  10  Jul  (F.  Mayer).  Single  Ross’s 
Geese  n.  of  Spokane  1-4  Jun  (TL)  and  at  Al- 
bion, Whitman  16  Jul  (T.  Gray)  made  just  the 
2nd  and  3rd  summer  records  for  Washington. 
Cackling  Geese  are  proving  somewhat  regular 
in  the  Region  during  summer.  Two  Cacklings, 
subspecies  unreported,  were  at  Astoria  2 Jun 
(MP),  and  a likely  minima  was  with  north- 
bound Canada  Geese  at  Bainbridge  L,  Kitsap 
4 Jun  (BW,  GGe);  the  Region  now  has  seven 
summer  records,  all  since  2005.  A goodly  8 
Tundra  Swans  lingered  into  early  Jun,  with 
one  at  Astoria  2 Jun  (MP),  4 at  Pearrygrin  L., 
Okanogan  2-3  Jun  (GGe),  and  3 at  Conway, 
Skagit  4 Jun  (TA,  RM).  Observations  of  single 
Trumpeter  Swans  at  Nehalem  4 Jul  (ph.  M. 
Nikas)  and  Seaside  32  km  to  the  n.  on  22  Jul 
(R.  Pittard)  likely  involved  the  same  bird.  Two 
Tundra/Trumpeter  Swans  were  on  Bellingham 
Bay,  Whatcom  6 Jul  (SM).  Aside  from  the  res- 
ident Trumpeters  at  Malheur  and  Turnbull 
N.W.R.,  the  Region  has  about  20  antecedent 


(mostly  recent)  summer  records  of  swans, 
which  are  almost  evenly  divided  between 
Tundras  and  Trumpeters.  On  14  Jul,  eight 
broods  of  Gadwall  (60+  birds)  were  on 
N.S.C.B.;  prior  to  2006,  there  were  no  Coos 
nesting  records.  The  westside  peak  of  north- 
bound Blue-winged  Teal  often  comes  in  Jun, 
as  evidenced  by  100  in  Snohomish  14  Jun 
(SM)  and  26  at  ER.R.  15  Jun  (R.  Robb).  A 
tardy  Canvasback  was  at  the  Vanport  Wet- 
lands 3 Jun  QW).  Redheads  continue  to  colo- 


nize the  westside,  again  producing  broods  at 
ER.R.  (D.  Arendt,  DI  et  ah).  Six  Redhead 
ducklings  among  the  seasonal  maximum  of 
16  at  Ridgeheld  30  Jul  constituted  w.  Wash- 
ington’s 4th  breeding  record  (TA);  prior  suc- 
cesses involved  a brood  at  Kent  in  1998  and 
two  at  Ridgefield  in  2004.  Elsewhere  on  the 
westside,  3 Redheads  at  Stanwood,  Snohomish 
26  Jul  (SM,  BW)  and  five  pairs  summering  in 
n.  Portland  QW)  apparently  produced  no 
young.  Eight  broods  of  Lesser  Scaup,  scarce 
westside  breeders,  were  detected  at  Deer  La- 
goon, Island  19  Jul  (SM,  RM).  A few  non- 
breeding Greater  Scaup  summer  along  the 
coast  most  years;  however,  inland  birds  are 
very  rare  mid-Jun  through  Aug.  A male  at 
Philomath  5 Jul  (WDR),  2 females  summer- 
ing at  Bend  (CM,  J.  Meredith),  and  3 at  Rear- 
don, Lincoln  1 Jun  (C&JC)  were  highly  un- 
usual; the  question  of  breeding,  albeit  undoc- 
umented, remains  open  in  e.  Washington.  A 
male  Harlequin  Duck  spent  much  of  the  sea- 
son at  Ladd  Marsh  W.M.A.,  Union  far  from 
known  nesting  locales  (K.  Nowak);  eastside 
transients  rarely  spend  more  than  a day  at 
non-breeding  sites.  Surprisingly,  a male  Surf 
Scoter  at  Desert  Aire,  Grant  8 Jun  (BW),  e. 
Washington’s  2nd  summer  record,  was  fol- 


lowed hy  another  male  several  hundred  km 
downstream  at  Bonneville  Dam,  Skamania  17 
Jul  (B.  Cady,  fide  WC);  these  are  the  first  in- 
land summer  reports  in  the  Region  since 
2004.  A Regional  summer  record  1200 
White-winged  Scoters  inhabited  Bellingham 
Bay  6 Jul  (SM),  while  another  1000  rafted 
along  the  Lincoln  coast  16-18  Jul  (MB).  A 
Long-tailed  Duck  at  Soap  L.,  Grant  11  Jun 
(TA)  was  just  the  4th  summer  record  for  the 
eastside,  but  the  2nd  in  the  past  two  years. 


This  Semipalmated  Sandpiper  at  Crockett  Lake,  Island  County,  Washington  14  June  2008  marked  the  earliest  record  of  south- 
bound bird  for  the  Oregon  & Washington  region.  Photograph  by  Steven  G.  MIodinow. 
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A ceunt  of  23  adult  Pectoral  Sandpipers  in  the  Stanvwod  area  of  Snohomish  County, 
Washington  26  July  268§  was  a record-high  number  for  the  season.  Photograph  by 
Steven  C.  MUimw. 


Broods  of  Bufflehead  and  Common  Golden- 
eye at  Molson,  Okanogan  3 Jul  (K.  Knittle) 
were  noteworthy,  as  both  species  are  rare 
breeders  in  Washington;  Bufflehead  have 
nested  at  this  site  several  times  in  recent 
years.  A Yellow-billed  Loon  at  Yaquina  Bay  4 
Jun  (WH)  furnished  the  3rd  summer  record 
there  in  the  past  four  years;  summer  records 
have  been  nearly  annual  in  the  Region  since 
1995.  An  Eared  Grebe  at  Ridgefield  6 Jun-19 
Jul  (RW)  was  on  the  westside,  where  less  than 
annual  in  summer.  Though  up  to  10  Clark’s 
Grebes  summered  again  at  Vancouver  L., 
Clark  (TA),  w.  Washington  still  awaits  its  first 
nesting  record;  ER.R.  remains  the  lone  west- 
side  breeding  outpost. 

After  an  exciting  spring,  summer  pelagics 
were  unremarkable.  Three  trips  went  out  of 
Washington  12-26  Jul,  while  none  left  Ore- 
gon ports.  Tubenose  reports  were  pedestrian 
aside  from  the  single  Flesh-footed  and  500 
Pink-footed  Shearwaters  off  LaPush  25  Jul 
(RM,  BW);  Flesh-footeds  are  now  nearly  an- 
nual in  the  Region  during  summer.  Mounting 
summer  reports  of  Manx  Shearwaters,  partic- 
ularly off  n.  Washington,  point  to  breeding 
activity  in  the  Region.  Six  within  sight  of  De- 
struction I,  Jefferson  17  Jun  were  at  a poten- 
tial nesting  location  (R.  Rowlett).  Three  addi- 
tional Manx  were  inshore;  one  was  1 km  off 
Lincoln  City  16  Jul  (MB),  and  singles  were 
seen  from  Cape  Flattery,  where  annual,  12  & 
25  Jul  (BW,  SM,  S.  Downes);  over  the  past 
decade,  the  Region  has  averaged  about  4 per 
summer.  A rare  inshore  Leach’s  Storm-Petrel 
enlivened  the  estuary  at  Bandon  16  Jun 
(DPy).  After  a comparative  no-show  during 
summer  2007,  75+  American  White  Pelicans 
summered  in  the  W.V  Two  at  Astoria  2 jul 
(MP)  and  one  at  Bandon  31  Jul  (K.  An- 
derrson)  were  along  the  coast,  where  not  an- 
nual. Two  at  Ridgefield  9 Jun  (RW)  were  the 
only  American  White  Pelicans  found  in  w. 


Washington,  v/here  rare. 
Consistent  with  recent 
years,  up  to  15  Brown  Peli- 
cans moved  about  the  ET. 
during  the  season.  One  at  L. 
Sammamish,  King  1 Jun  (A. 
Reebs)  was  notable  for  this 
land-locked  location,  albeit 
just  15  km  inland.  A Brown 
Pelican  was  farther  astray  80 
km  from  salt  water  at  ER.R. 
26  Jun  (ph.  D.  Farrar). 
Though  Sno'wy  Egrets  win- 
ter along  Oregon’s  s.  coast, 
they  are  rare  w.  of  the  Cas- 
cades during  the  breeding 
season,  so  one  at  Coos  Bay 
30  Jun  (KC,  DL)  was  unex- 
pected. Black-crowned  Night-Herons  have 
not  been  detected  nesting  in  w.  Oregon  in 
nearly  60  years,  but  persistent  mid-summer 
sightings  fuel  speculation  about  westside 
breeding.  This  summer,  a juv.  was  at  Coos  Bay 
6 Jul  0-  Metzler),  and  both  ads.  and  imms. 
frequented  ER.R.  throughout  Jul  (m.ob.). 
Now  nearly  annual  in  w.  Washington,  a 
White-faced  Ibis  visited  Port  Townsend,  Jef- 
ferson 3 Jun  (A.  Reding);  most  records  occur 
from  mid-May  into  early  Jun.  A lone  ibis  at 
Pullman,  Whitman  1 Jun  (D.  Weber)  was  the 
latest  report  following  a modest  spring  incur- 
sion into  e.  Washington. 

Osprey  numbers  continue  to  balloon  across 
the  Region.  Ten  per  day  is  now  typical  at 
Whidbey  L,  where  even  one  was  significant  in 
the  mid-1990s  (SM).  Remarkably,  only  six 
pairs  were  known  to  nest  in  all  of  w.  Wash- 
ington in  1978  (American  Birds  32:  1200). 
Similarly,  the  62  Bald  Eagles  gathered  on  the 
Port  Gardner  Bay,  Snohomish  8 Jun  (SM)  was 
likely  a summer  record  for  Washington.  The 
importance  of  urban/suburban  habitats  to 
wintering  Merlins  is  well  documented,  and  in 


recent  years  they  have  begun  nesting  in  these 
environs.  This  summer,  a pair  fledged  5 
young  in  Seattle  (TA);  prior  urban  Merlin 
nesting  records  in  the  RT.  were  all  from  Sno- 
homish northward.  Singles  reported  from 
N.S.C.B.  11  Jul  (TR)  and  Sisters,  Deschutes  26 
Jul  (S.  Bryce)  were  intriguing,  as  Merlins 
rarely  nest  in  Oregon  and  are  less  than  annu- 
al Jun  through  Aug.  Mid-summer  records  of 
Prairie  Falcons  along  the  Cascade  crest  are 
rare,  so  singles  at  Mt.  Rainier,  Pierce  20  Jul  (G. 
Wiles)  and  Harts  Pass,  Whatcom  22  Jul  (TA) 
were  noteworthy.  Prairie  Falcons  are  known 
to  disperse  upslope  in  late  summer,  likely  due 
to  the  paucity  of  prey  in  the  desiccated  Co- 
lumbia Basin. 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH 
WOODPECKERS 

Presumed  late  northbound  Pacific  Golden- 
Plovers  made  stops  at  P.S.B.  7 Jun  (SM)  and 
N.S.C.B.  8 Jun  (TR);  prior  to  2001,  Jun 
records  were  virtually  unknown  in  the  Re- 
gion. Three  Pacifies  at  Leadbetter  Pt.,  Pacific  2 
Jul  0-  Buchanan)  were  the  first  of  5 south- 
bound birds  this  season.  A single  American 
Avocet  inhabited  Auburn,  King  3-9  Jun  (J, 
Lemons),  and  2 brightened  ER.R.  6-14  Jun 
(DF);  this  species  is  less  than  annual  on  the 
westside  in  summer.  Lake  Abert,  Lake  experi- 
enced no  such  shortage:  50,000+  avocets 
feasted  on  brine  shrimp  and  alkali  flies  there 
29  Jul  (DI).  A Lesser  Yellowlegs  tarried  at 
N.S.C.B.  through  8 Jun  (TR),  while  a single  at 
Everett  12  Jun  (SM)  and  3 at  Crockett  L.,  Is- 
land 14  Jun  (DD,  SM,  SP)  were  likely  early 
southbound  birds.  Solitary  Sandpipers 
showed  spectacularly  in  e.  Washington,  with 
15  there,  4 Jul+,  nearly  tripling  the  seasonal 
norm  for  the  Region.  Elsewhere,  Solitaries 
were  scarce,  with  just  one  on  the  westside,  at 
P.S.B.  23  Jul  (SP),  and  3 in  Oregon,  all  in  De- 
schutes 20-28  Jul  (P.  Low,  SD,  K.  Owen).  Two 


^ A In  the  1970s,  Red-shouldered  Hawb  began  rapidly  expanding  their  range  northward  into  the  Region.  With  nesting 
3 fitiabitats  in  sw.  Oregon  approaching  capacity,  prospecting  now  extends  into  w.  Washington.  Since  1 993,  this  species 
has  appeared  annually  from  the  Columbia  R.  bottomlands  n./nw.  of  Portland  n.  to  the  P.T. 

Breeding  remains  undocumented  in  Washington,  but  given  the  non-migratory  nature  of  the  w.  subspecies  ekgans,  a 
growing  wintering  population  at  Ridgefield,  and  the  report  of  a juv.  there  30  Jui  (TA) — Washington's  3rd  summer  record — 
such  a discovery  would  seem  forthcoming.  Brooding  Red-shouldered  Hawks  are  secretive  and  rarely  vocalize  in  May/Jun, 
making  nest  detection  difficult.  More  recently,  this  range  expansion  has  also  turned  eastward.  Transient  Red-shouldered 
Hawks  first  appeared  e.  of  the  Cascades  during  the  mid-1980s,  but  reports  of  spring  and  fall  migrants  remained  rare  until 
about  a decade  ago.  This  column  did  not  report  e.  Oregon's  first  summer  record  until  2006,  yet  this  season,  4 eastside  birds 
were  noted:  singles  were  at  Summer  L.  20  Ju!  (J.  Thomas),  Malheur  22  Jul-e  (L.  Redmond),  Prineville  26  Jul  (N.  MacDonald, 
Me  CG),  and  Keno,  Klamath  27  Jul  (DH).  While  these  observations  may  involve  post-breeding  dispersants,  their  timing  coin- 
cides with  the  re-emergence  of  local  family  groups  on  the  westside.  The  frequeng  of  early  spring  and  iate  summer/early  fall 
reports  now  coming  from  sw.  Washington  and  from  Deschutes,  Hmey,  and  Klamath  in  e.  Oregon  suggests  that  nesting  has 
occurred  in  at  least  some  of  these  locales. 
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Found  80  kilometers  inland  at  Fern  Ridge  Reservoir,  Oregon  26  June  2008,  this  miscued  Brown  Pelican  apparently  took  a 
wrong  "tern."The  Caspian  Tern  decoys  were  placed  on  this  recently  created  island  in  an  effort  to  attract  breeding  terns.  Pho- 
tograph by  Daniel  Farrar. 


Wandering  Tattlers  at  Bainbridge  1.,  Kitsap  30 
Jul  (BW)  were  very  rare  for  the  P.T. 

A Willet  at  W.W.R.D  8 Jun  (BW)  was  con- 
sidered a holdover  from  an  exceptional  spring 
flight  in  e.  Washington,  where  northbound 
birds  are  less  than  annual.  Even  rarer  was  a 
mid-summer  Willet  at  Cow  L.,  Adams  12  Jul 
(fide  CC),  A count  of  385  Willets  at  L.  Abert 
26  Jul  (SD)  appears  to  be  the  2nd  highest  ever 
in  the  Region;  466  were  at  nearby  Goose  L., 
Lake  1 Jul  1997  (Birds  of  Oregon,  2003).  Like- 
ly southbound,  an  Upland  Sandpiper  at  Cape 
Blanco  28-29  Jun  (TJW)  is  just  tbe  5th  w. 
Oregon  record;  this  species  barely  persists  as 
a breeder  in  ne.  Oregon  and  is  otherwise  very 
rare  throughout  the  Region.  A Whimbrel  at 
Malheur  1 1 Jun  (ES,  A&CH)  and  another  the 
same  day  at  Beulah  Res.,  Malheur  (ph.  D.  6s: 
M.  Tipton)  were  rare  for  e.  Oregon,  where 
there  are  only  about  10  summer  records.  An- 
other at  Dallesport  30  Jun  (B.  Hansen,  SJ)  was 
a Klickitat  first.  The  47-69  Whimbrel  at 
Yaquina  Bay  12Jun-13  Jul  (RB)  far  exceeded 
the  norm  for  summering  birds  along  the  Ore- 
gon coast.  Marbled  Godwits  are  generally  rare 
in  the  RT.  and  unexpected  anywhere  in  the 
Region  late  May-Jun.  Thus,  small  Hocks  at 
Sequim,  Clallam  6-27  Jun  (B.  Morehead,  GG) 
were  surprising  and  suggested  that  a few  sum- 
mered. Twenty-one  Marbleds  there  24  Jun 
(BW,  RM)  is  among  the  highest  counts  ever 
for  the  P.T.  Two  early  migrants  reached  Blaine, 
Whatcom  by  18  Jun  (W.  Weber).  A Red  Knot, 
banded  during  winter  at  Guerrero  Bay,  Baja 


California  Sur,  Mexico,  was  a week  early  at 
Tulalip  Bay,  Stio/iomis/i  30  Jun  and  was  in  the 
P.T.,  where  very  rare  during  summer  (M. 
Reid),  while  another  at  Ocosta,  Grays  Harbor 
28  Jun  was  believed  to  be  summering  locally 
(BN,  D.  Watkins). 

A Semipalmated  Sandpiper  at  Crockett  L. 
14  Jun  (DD,  SM,  SP)  predates  the  Regional 
record  for  a southbound  bird  by  eight  days. 
Eighty-two  Semipalmateds,  68  in  Washing- 
ton and  14  in  Oregon,  mirrors  recent  norms; 
the  Region  has  averaged  86  per  summer  over 
the  past  five  years.  More  than  half  of  these 
sightings — highlighted  by  11  on  Whidbey  1. 
4 Jul  (SM,  L.  Bevier) — came  from  the  PT., 
which  typically  yields  the  bulk  of  the  Re- 
gion’s reports.  Six  at  South  Bend,  Pacific  30 
Jul  (RM)  was  exceptional  for  the  outer  coast. 
Sixteen  Baird’s  Sandpipers  was  nearly  triple 
the  norm;  these  were  evenly  divided  between 
the  eastside  and  westside,  with  the  earliest  at 
Nisqually  4 Jul  (R.  Sullivan).  This  summer’s 
33  Pectoral  Sandpipers  were  hve  times  the 
seasonal  average.  Truly  astonishing  within 
this  total  were  the  23  at  Stanwood,  Snohomish 
26  Jul  (SM,  BW),  which  far  surpasses  the  sea- 
sonal record  for  the  Region.  A tardy  north- 
bound Dunlin  visited  PS.B.  7 Jun  (SM),  while 
the  migratory  status  of  singles  at  Crockett  L. 
14  Jun  (DD,  SM,  SP)  and  Bandon  27  Jun 
(KC,  DL)  was  left  unassigned.  Two  at  Lead- 
better  Pt.  30  Jul  (RM)  were  likely  summer- 
ing. An  ad.  Stilt  Sandpiper  inhabited  PS.B. 
19-27  Jul  (SM,  RM);  ads.  are  not  annual  in 


the  Region.  The  earliest  ever  southbound 
Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  was  at  Bandon  27 
Jun  (KC,  DL);  this  represents  the  3rd  sum- 
mer record  and  Just  the  6th  ad.  ever  reported 
in  the  Region.  Nearly  as  rare,  a Ruff  in  partial 
alternate  plumage  near  Nahcotta,  Pacific  30 
Jul  OGi)  furnished  the  2nd  summer  record 
for  Washington. 

Northbound  Short-billed  Dowitchers  are 
scarce  in  the  WV  and  rarer  still  into  Jun,  so 
one  at  Sauvie  I.  1 Jun  QGa)  was  doubly  sur- 
prising. An  ad.  Short-billed  at  PS.B.  14  Jun 
was  about  a week  early  for  the  P.T.  (SM). 
Small  groups  of  Long-billed  Dowitchers 
summered  in  both  states,  with  4 at  PS.B  (TA, 
SM)  and  3 at  LR.R.  13  Jun+  (DSc,  DP  et  al); 
this  species  does  not  regularly  summer  in  the 
Region.  Additionally,  3 more  Long-billeds  at 
PS.B.  14  Jun  fell  between  the  usual  migration 
periods  (SM).  The  number  of  Wilson’s 
Phalaropes  breeding  on  the  westside  contin- 
ues to  climb.  At  PS.B.,  counts  of  ads.  peaked 
at  45  on  7 Jun,  and  approximately  18  males 
raised  40+  young  (SM);  this  is  the  only  w. 
Washington  breeding  site.  Eighteen  juvs.  at 
N.S.C.B.  15  Jul  (TR)  was  the  highest  output 
for  this  locale  since  Wilson’s  began  nesting 
there  in  2003.  In  the  W.V.,  pairs  were  noted 
at  six  locations,  and  young  were  fledged  at 
three  sites,  including  Pinley,  where  this 
species  first  nested  in  2007  (C.  Karlen,  PS). 
Three  ad.  female  Wilson’s  at  Newport  30  Jun 
(ph.  J.  Lamberson)  were  early  migrants  for 
the  coast,  where  generally  rare  at  any  time.  A 
staggering  swarm  of  140,000+  Wilson’s 
Phalaropes  feasted  on  alkali  flies  at  L.  Abert 
26-29  Jul  (SD,  D.  Hale,  PL,  DI);  this  specta- 
cle also  produced  15,000+  Red-necked 
Phalaropes  (SD,  DI). 

Each  of  the  Washington  pelagic  trips  en- 
countered a single  South  Polar  Skua  but 
found  sub-par  numbers  of  jaegers.  Washing-  | 
ton’s  6th  Laughing  Gull  visited  RN.P  18  Jun 
(ph.  VN)  and  likely  the  same  bird  appeared  at 
PS.B.  6 Jul  (tSM);  previous  records  have  fall- 
en May-Sep,  and  all  but  one  was  coastal.  At  i 
least  2500  Pranklin’s  Gulls  were  among  the  I 
myriad  of  shorebirds  at  L.  Abert  29  Jul  (DI); 
this  tally  is  likely  the  Region’s  highest  ever  , 
away  from  the  breeding  colonies  at  Malheur.  I 
It  is  hard  to  believe  that  this  species  was  un-  ! 
known  in  Oregon  prior  to  1943.  Eastern  ’ 
Washington  hosted  16  Pranklin’s  5 Jun-20 
Jul,  nearly  twice  the  norm.  Maxima  included 
6 each  at  Sprague  L.,  Adams  5 Jun  (RHi)  and 
W.W.R.D.  5 Jun  (BW).  A vocalizing  Black- 
tailed Gull  was  well  seen  near  Tatoosh  I.  18 
Jun  (tT.  Wootton);  pending  acceptance  by 
the  W.B.R.C.,  this  would  be  Washington’s  3rd, 
all  since  2004.  A Western  Gull  at  W.W.R.D.  7 
Jun  (MH)  is  just  the  2nd  summer  record  for  e. 
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This  Least  Tern,  a one-day  wonder  at  Tualatin  River  National  Wildlife  Refuge  just  outside  Portland  on  25  June  2008,  made 
Oregon's  thirteenth  record;  nearly  half  of  these  records  have  occurred  since  1997.  Photograph  byEdMc¥kker. 


Washington;  the  previous  record  is  also  from 
this  locale.  Five  Mew  Gulls  were  reported  in 
the  ET.,  including  3 at  Stanwood,  Snohomish 
4Jun  (TA,  RM);  Mews  are  proving  to  be  rare 
but  annual  on  the  westside  during  Jun  (most- 
ly imms.),  with  the  first  migrants  appearing  in 
early  Jul  (mostly  ads.).  Lake  Abert  supported 
50,000-80,000  Ring-billed  and  California 
Gulls  26-29  Jul  (SD,  DI).  Not  annual  during 
the  summer,  a Herring  Gull  was  at  Kalaloch, 
Jefferson  24  Jun  (BW,  ph.  RM). 

The  Region  enjoyed  a Jul  incursion  of  Ele- 
gant Terns  for  just  the  2nd  time  since  2000, 
with  flocks  reported  along  the  entire  Oregon 
coast  16-24  Jul.  Maxima  included  65  at  Win- 
chester Bay,  Douglas  (MB,  RT)  and  32  at  Flo- 
rence (R.  Hoyer),  both  on  17  Jul.  Elegants 
eventually  reached  Washington,  with  2 at 
Tokeland,  Pacific  27  Jul  (MH)  and  5 near 
Long  Beach,  Pacific  30  Jul  (T.  Kenefick);  these 
were  the  first  summer-season  Elegants  in 
Washington  since  2000.  Arctic  Terns  again 
bred  at  Dungeness  Spit,  where  they  first  nest- 
ed in  2004.  At  least  one  pair  was  there  27  Jun 
(GG),  though  the  number  of  pairs  present  is 
unknown  due  to  restricted  access.  This 
colony  is  likely  comprised  of  birds  (or  their 
progeny)  that  bred  in  Everett  1997-2004. 
Two  ad.  Arctics  at  ES.B.  18  Jun  (RM)  repre- 
sented a rare  P.T.  occurrence  away  from 
known  breeding  sites.  Two  Forster’s  Terns  at 
Ridgefield  6 jun  (BF,  RW)  and  3 at  FR.R.  15 
Jun  (RR)  were  on  the  westside,  where  not  an- 
nual in  summer.  Oregon’s  13th  Least  Tern,  at 
Tualatin  River  N.W.R.  25  Jun  (N.  Lethaby,  ph. 
E.  McVicker),  was  followed  by  Washington’s 
5th,  which  flew  past  Everett  4 Jul  (KA);  all 
but  one  of  the  Regional  records  have  been  on 
the  westside  May-Aug.  An  imm.  Black  Tern  at 
Philomath  13  Jul  (WDR.)  furnished  only  the 
3rd  Benton  record  since  1995.  Not  annual 
during  summer  in  w.  Washington,  a juv.  Black 
Tern  at  Ridgefield  19-20  Jul  was  surprising  (S. 
Carpenter,  B.  Clemons);  notably,  the  only  w. 
Washington  breeding  records  occurred  at 
Ridgefield  in  2001  and  2002. 

Research  vessels  encountered  5 Xantus’s 
Murrelets  in  deep  water  off  Oregon;  2 hy- 
poleuca  were  129  km  off  Douglas  20  Jul  and  3 
scrippsi  were  225  km  off  Curry  22  Jul  (RN, 
TS),  marking  the  6th  consecutive  summer 
with  reports  of  this  species.  Hypoleuca,  once 
thought  to  be  the  less  likely  subspecies  in  our 
waters,  has  proven  regular,  particularly  90 
km+  offshore,  where  it  often  outnumbers 
scrippsi.  Less  expected  were  a single  Ancient 
Murrelet  80  km  off  Douglas  20  Jul  (RN,  TS) 
and  2 near  Lookout  Rock,  Curry  29  Jul  (MB); 
aside  from  regular  sightings  off  the  Olympic 
Pen.,  this  species  is  rare  in  the  Region  during 
summer.  Cassin’s  Auklets  are  very  rare  e.  of 


Cape  Flattery,  Clallam,  so  6 at  Ediz  Hook, 
Clallam  18  Jul  (BW)  were  noteworthy.  The 
season’s  lone  Horned  Puffin  was  80  km  off 
Lincoln  18  Jul  (RN,  TS);  this  species  is  now 
annual  in  the  Region  during  summer.  A Re- 
gional high  350  Tufted  Puffins  gathered  off 
Cape  Flattery  12  Jul  (BW,  SM). 

Eastside  reports  of  Band-tailed  Pigeons 
have  been  increasing  recently,  though  most 
involve  stray  singletons.  This  season,  Band- 
tailed Pigeons  were  conspicuous  about  White 
Salmon,  Klickitat,  with  flocks  of  34  and  44 
noted  6 Jun-r,  including  6 hatch-year  birds  22 
Jun  (CF);  these  are  among  e.  Washington’s 
highest-ever  counts.  A lone  Band-tailed  was 
also  eastside  at  Surveyor  Mt.,  Klamath  23  Jun 
(D.  Haupt);  there  are  no  Klamath  breeding 
records.  Washington’s  8th  White-winged 
Dove  visited  a Vancouver,  Clark  feeder  13  Jun 
(ph.  S.  Hagen)  and  one  at  Cove  20  Jun  (Mike 
McMains,  ph.  Trent  Bray)  was  the  2nd  for 
Union  and  Oregon’s  17th;  19  of  the  Region’s 
24  records  have  occurred  since  1997.  Provid- 
ing testament  to  the  adaptability  and  contin- 
ued expansion  of  Barred  Owls  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest,  87,  including  20  pairs,  were 
found  during  Jul  surveys  on  Bainbridge  1., 
Kitsap  0-  Acker).  Bainbridge  is  a 44-km2 
semi-rural  community  13  km  across  the  wa- 
ter from  Seattle,  with  a population  of  22,000. 
Barred  Owls  were  unknown  there  15  years 
ago!  A Long-eared  Owl  near  Rochester, 
Thurston  27  Jun  was  suggestive  of  local  nest- 
ing (bred  at  this  site  in  1998),  a very  rare 
event  in  w.  Washington  (S.  Wechsler).  The 


discovery  of  2 Long-eared  Owl  owlets  at 
Snagboat  Bend  N.W.R. , Linn  8 Jul  (J. 
Fontaine,  WDR  et  al.)  provided  only  the  6th 
nesting  record  for  the  W.V.  A Short-eared  Owl 
w.  of  Lebanon,  Linn  26  Jun  (].  Geier)  was  rare 
for  summer  in  the  W.V.  A pair  of  Boreal  Owls 
were  heard  dueling  e.  of  Tollgate,  Umatilla  9 
Jun  (R.  & G.  Shoemake);  they  have  been  re- 
ported regularly  from  this  area  over  the  past 
two  decades. 

Black  Swifts  moved  northward  along  the 
Oregon  coast  into  early  Jun;  76  streamed  by 
N.S.C.B.  4 Jun,  and  on  8 Jun,  145  flew  past 
New  R.,  Coos  8 Jun  (TR)  and  27  cruised  over 
Cascade  Head,  Tillamook  (PP).  Black  Swifts 
were  also  widely  reported  in  the  Columbia 
Basin  lowlands,  where  they  are  quite  rare  in 
summer.  These  included  36  near  Vantage  10 
Jun  (KA),  several  over  Potholes  Res.  14  Jun 
(D  Martin),  11  at  Central  Ferry  Canyon,  Dou- 
glas 7 Jul  (M.  Mathis),  and  3 near  Biscuit 
Ridge,  Walla  Walla  6 Jun  (EH).  Heavy  snows 
and  lingering  winter  conditions  at  higher  ele- 
vations may  have  forced  these  swifts  to  forage 
at  lower  elevations,  where  they  are  seldom 
seen  except  during  migration.  On  the  west- 
side,  the  unprecedented  spring  incursion  of 
Calliope  Hummingbirds  persisted  into  Jun, 
with  3 in  the  Portland  area  2-4  Jun  QW,  M. 
Gellerman)  and  a single  at  Cascade  Head  13 
Jun  (PP).  A single  Anna’s  Hummingbird  at 
Amazon  Creek  Marsh,  Stevens  5 Jul  (M.  Bar- 
tels, ph.  T.  Mansfield)  was  far  out  of  range  in 
ne.  Washington.  A male  Broad-tailed  Hum- 
mingbird brightened  Frenchglen,  Harney  6 
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Jun  (A.  Contreras  et  al.);  though  often  report- 
ed Jun-Jul,  this  species  is  rarely  well  docu- 
mented in  Oregon.  Oregon’s  3rd  Red-headed 
Woodpecker  brightened  Malheur  6 Jul  (ph. 
L.  Redmond);  Oregon’s  hrst  was  found  a few 
km  s.  of  this  site  21  Jun  1987.  A Yellow-shaft- 
ed Flicker  x Red-shafted  Flicker  intergrade 
inhabited  Admiralty  Cove,  Island  28  Jun 
(SM);  increased  observer  diligence  has 
demonstrated  that  such  birds  are  rare  but  reg- 
ular during  summer  in  the  P.T.,  where  they 
are  common  during  the  winter. 

PASSERINES 

Twelve  migrant  Olive-sided  Flycatchers  still 
at  Portland’s  Mt.  Tabor  8 Jun  (A&CH)  illus- 
trate the  protracted  nature  of  northbound  fly- 
catcher migrations;  all  were  gone  a week  lat- 
er. Fourteen  Least  Flycatchers  in  e.  Washing- 
ton equaled  last  summer’s  record  showing. 
The  southernmost  of  four  pairs  returned  to 
Waitsburg,  Walla  Walla  for  the  3rd  year  in  a 
row  (BW).  Five  additional  singing  males  ap- 
peared to  be  without  mates.  A migrant  visited 
Washtucna  2 Jun  (BF).  Oregon  had  just  2 
Leasts:  one  at  Fields  12  Jun  (EM,  A63:CH)  and 
another  near  Crescent  Junction,  Klamath  14 
Jun  (KS).  A singing  Alder  Flycatcher  near 
Clarkston,  Asotin  (TJ.  Trochet)  is  Washing- 
ton’s 4th.  An  Eastern  Phoebe  at  Malheur  1 1 
Jun  (ES,  A&CH)  adds  to  about  10  previous 
Oregon  records,  nearly  all  mid-May-mid-Jun. 
Western  Oregon  had  5 extralimital  Ash- 
throated  Flycatchers  1 Jun-18  Jul,  with  4 in 
the  WV  and  one  at  Brookings  17  Jun  (D. 
Munson).  A returning  male  near  Brownsville, 
Linn  1 Jun+  appeared  unmated  (BA).  A Re- 
gional record  44  Red-eyed  "Vireos  were  near 
Rockport,  Skagit  21  (SM,  R.  Shaw). 

Downslope  movements  of  Clark’s  Nut- 

Researchers  studying  rare  Streaked  Horned  Larks 
(£  a.  suigata)  in  the  W.V.  found  220  pairs  and 
200+  nests  (includes  many  re-nesting  attempts),  which 
represents  a sizeable  portion  of  this  "uncommonly  vulner- 
able" taxon's  reproductive  effort  (R.  P.  Moore).  Combined 
surveys  in  Oregon  and  Washington  suggest  that  the  entire 
population  of  this  subspecies  numbers  about  1300  birds 
(BA),  though  more  thorough  exploration  of  private  lands 
in  the  s.  W.V.  might  push  this  total  upwards.  Strigata  is 
probably  extirpated  in  s.  British  Columbia  and  Oregon's 
Rogue  River  Valley,  and  recent  analysis  suggests  that  it  is 
declining  rapidly  in  Washington.  Its  breeding  range  is 
now  mostly  confined  to  limited  portions  of  w.  Washing- 
ton, islands  along  the  lower  Columbia  R.,  and  the  s.  W.V. 
Human  encroachment  and  the  intensification  of  agricul- 
ture throughout  this  range  present  the  greatest  threats  to 
the  survival  of  this  subspecies. 
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crackers  into  Klickitat  and  Spokane  were  ap- 
parently localized  events.  In  Klickitat,  20  nut- 
crackers were  on  Burdoin  Mt.  1 Jul  (SJ),  and 
4 along  the  Columbia  R.  at  Bingen  19  Jul  (SJ) 
were  locally  unprecedented  during  summer. 
In  Spokane,  singles  visited  Quartz  Mt.  21  Jun 
(G  Sheridan)  and  L.  Philleo  26  Jul  Q-  Isacoff). 
Two-t-  nutcrackers  along  the  Coos/Curry  line 
sw.  of  Mt.  Bolivar  were  well  n.  of  their  known 
range  in  the  Siskiyou  Mts. 

Two  Bank  Swallows  at  Finley  22  Jun  sug- 
gested local  nesting  (WDR).  On  3 Jun,  a Ju- 
niper Titmouse  was  at  Frenchglen,  Harney 
(JC,  BTh),  where  they  are  unknown  as  breed- 
ers. Reports  of  single  Rock  Wrens  at  sites 
above  600  m elevation  in  se.  Coos  19  & 22 
Jun  suggest  that  this  species  may  nest  in  that 
county  (TR).  The  continuing  expansion  of 
Bewick’s  Wrens  across  e.  Washington  was  ev- 
idenced by  a singleton  n.  of  Davenport,  Lin- 
coln 1 Jul  (C&JC).  Though  Mountain  Blue- 
birds are  rare  but  annual  along  the  outer 
coast  during  migration,  one  at  Cape  Blanco 
21  Jun  (TJW)  was,  perhaps,  unprecedented 
for  summer.  Equally  odd  was  a singing  male 
Mountain  in  the  Siskiyou  N.E  near  the  Cur- 
ry/Josephine line  22  Jun  (J.  Fontaine);  this 
species  is  not  known  to  breed  in  either  coun- 
ty. Two  singing  'Veeries  enlivened  Steptoe 
Butte,  Whitman  9 Jun  (T.  Gray),  and  a pair 
was  there  24  Jun  (GS,  J.  IsacofO.  This  islet  of 
deciduous  growth  amidst  a sea  of  dryland 
wheat  monoculture  would  seem  unlikely 
breeding  habitat  for  this  woodland  specialist. 
After  a two-year  absence,  a "Veery  returned 
the  species’  only  westside  colony:  County 
Line  Ponds,  Whatcom/Skagit  28  Jun  (RK, 
KKe).  A Varied  Thrush  at  Windust  Park, 
Franklin  6 Jun  (D.  Rockwell,  MH)  was  five  to 
six  weeks  tardy. 

All  but  2 of  the  season’s  10  Northern  Mock- 
ingbirds were  in  Oregon.  Of  interest  was  an 
imm.  at  Yachats,  Lmcoln  26  Jun  (DPy)  and  a 
juv.  at  Fort  Rock  S.P.,  Lake  (DSc);  this  species 
is  a very  rare  breeder  in  the  Region.  Brown 
Thrashers  graced  both  states;  one  at  Brothers, 
Deschutes  5 Jun  QC,  BTh)  was  Oregon’s  27th, 
and  Washington’s  10th  inhabited  Fort  Walla 
Walla  Natural  Area,  Walla  Walla  12-14  Jun 
(tMMLD).  , 

Lone  male  Nashville  Warblers  sang  persist- 
ently at  Corvallis  9-12  Jun  (R.  Comeleo)  and 
Marys  Peak,  Benton  27  Jun  (WDR);  both  sites 
are  more  than  50  km  n.  of  the  northernmost 
known  breeding  sites  in  Oregon’s  Coast 
Range.  A Northern  Parula  on  N.S.C.B.  2 Jun 
was  Coos’s  2nd;  the  majority  of  the  Region’s 
records  occur  late  Apr-early  Jul.  Yellow  War- 
blers were  still  passing  northward  through  w. 
Oregon  into  mid-Jun,  as  evidenced  by  fallouts 
of  30  (all  females)  and  25  at  Cascade  Head  on 


A Swainson's  Thrush  that  appeared  to  be  of  the 
Olive-backed  subspecies  group  (swainsoni  group) 
was  well  observed  at  Rainy  Pass,  Skagit  8 M (TA,  RM),  and 
the  observers  thought  that  others  of  this  subspecies 
group  might  be  present.  The  breeding  range  of  Olive- 
backed  Thrush  in  Washington  was  thought  limited  to  ne. 
highlands  plus  the  Blue  Mts.  in  the  se.,  with  al!  breeders 
on  both  slopes  of  the  Cascade  Mts.  considered  to  be  of  the 
Russet-backed  subspecies  group  (ustulatus  group;  Birds  of 
Washington,  2005).  However,  Ruegg  (2008;  Evolution  62: 
452-466)  detected  swainsoni  by  mtDNA  techniques  as  far 
w.  as  British  Columbia's  Sunshine  Coast,  and  over  50%  of 
the  Swainson's  Thrushes  sampled  only  50  km  inland  at 
Whistler  were  swainsoni.  On  the  w.  slope  of  Washington's 
Cascades,  limited  sampling  found  only  ustulatus,  but  on 
the  e.  slope,  4 of  9 birds  sampled  by  Ruegg  in  Wenatchee 
N.F.  had  swainsoni  mtDNA.  Therefore,  it  is  quite  possible 
that  swainsoni  or  irrtergrade  swainsoni/ ustulatus  breed 
extensively  on  the  e.  slope  of  Washington's  Cascades  and 
possibly  in  small  numbers  on  the  w.  slope  as  well. 

8 & 13  Jun,  respectively  (PP).  Washington’s 
14th  Magnolia  Warbler,  at  Nahcotta,  Pacific 
27  Jun  (TJG)  was  just  the  3rci  for  summer; 
most  have  been  early  Sep-early  Oct.  A Myrtle 
Warbler  visited  Bainbridge  L,  Kitsap  4 Jun 
(BW);  Washington  has  10  previous  summer 
records,  all  but  two  since  2000.  A female 
Blackburnian  Warbler  near  Fields  12  Jun 
(tA&CH)  was  Oregon’s  14th;  northbound  va- 
grants have  all  been  29  May-17  Jun.  The  sea- 
son’s Black-and-white  Warbler  was  e.  of 
Springfield,  Lane  9 Jun  (TD.  Westerfield);  the 
Region  has  averaged  2+  per  summer  in  recent 
years.  The  isolated  westside  colony  of  Ameri- 
can Redstarts  at  County  Line  Ponds,  Whatcom 
held  6 ads.  this  season  (TA,  RM).  Four  west- 
side  vagrants  were  reported  6-24  Jun.  A single 
redstart  at  Malheur  6 Jun  was  the  only  east- 
side  stray;  American  Redstarts  are  fairly  com- 
mon breeders  in  ne.  Washington.  Single 
Ovenbirds  brightened  Malheur  2 Jun  (DSc, 
PS)  and  Bend  3 Jun  (S.  Hurd  et  al.);  they  are 
nearly  annual  at  Harney  oases  May-Jun.  Yel- 
low-breasted Chats  continued  expanding  into 
w.  Washington,  with  10+  reported  this  sum- 
mer; most  interesting  among  these  were  a 
very  rare  coastal  bird  singing  near  Frances, 
Pacific  14-17  Jun  (BT,  W.  Johnson)  and  the 
most  northerly  at  Rockport,  Skagit  28  Jun  and 
5 Jul  (KKe,  RK,  TA,  RM). 

A male  Summer  Tanager  initially  detected 
at  Camp  Sherman,  Jefferson  in  late  May  re- 
mained through  7 Jun  {fide  CG,  ph.  D. 
Kook);  two-thirds  of  Oregon’s  antecedent 
records  are  during  May-Jun.  Oregon’s  first 
photographically  documented  Eastern 
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Towhee  was  a male  at  Malheur  1 Jun  (ph.  J. 
Carlson,  Becky  Carlson);  the  only  other  ac- 
cepted record  involved  a female  at  West 
Linn,  Clackamas  3 Apr  2001  (O.B.R.C.)-  A 
Chipping  Sparrow  x Clay-colored  Sparrow 
hybrid  at  Liberty  L,  Spokane  7 Jun  (ph.  CC) 
provides  the  2nd  record  of  this  somewhat 
cryptic  cross  in  the  Region;  the  other  such 
hybrid  wintered  at  Eugene  1979-1980. 
Sauvie  I.  hosted  a singing  Clay-colored  Spar- 
row 5 jun  (ph.  Shawneen  Finnegan  et  al); 
there  are  fewer  than  five  Jun-Jul  records  for 
Oregon,  even  though  northbound  birds  have 
been  nearly  annual  during  May  of  late.  Brew- 
er’s Sparrows  did  not  duplicate  their  irrup- 
tion of  2007,  yet  there  was  a minor  incursion 
in  the  W.V.;  one  returned  near  Brownsville, 
Linn  (BA),  and  another  was  singing  s.  of  Cor- 
vallis 24  Jun  (WDR).  Western  Washington’s 
lone  Brewer’s  was  at  Windy  Gap,  King  22  Jun 
(EH);  during  summer  2007,  8 were  at  this 
site.  An  ad.  Brewer’s  feeding  2 juvs.  at  Thorn- 
ton Creek,  Lincoln  25  jul  (D.  Faxon)  is  ut- 
terly unprecedented  in  Oregon’s  Coast 
Range.  A Lark  Sparrow  se.  of  Springfield  15 
Jun  (J.  Hayes)  was  well  outside  the  Apr-mid- 
May  window  for  W.V.  overshoots.  A pair  of 
Black-throated  Sparrows  at  Steptoe  Butte, 
Whitman  24  Jun-4  Jul  (GS,  XL)  marked  the 
3rd  straight  year  for  the  species  at  this  locale. 
A totally  out-of-range  Black-throated  was 
discovered  along  the  U.S./Canada  border 
near  L.  Osoyoos,  Okanogan  17  Jul  (B.  McK- 
ay, D.  Brown).  For  the  2nd  time  in  three 
years.  Golden-crowned  Sparrows  appeared 
in  the  Region  during  mid-summer;  singles 
were  at  Vantage,  Kittitas  30  jun  (RHi)  and 
Portland  2 Jul  (WG). 

A male  Northern  Cardinal  that  visited  a 
Portland  feeder  7 Jun  (fide  HN)  continued  a 
recent  spate  of  westside  sightings;  these  sight- 
ings are  not  believed  to  involve  naturally  oc- 
curring vagrants.  Among  9 Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks  4 Jun-16  Jul,  a molting  male  at 
Prineville,  Crook  16  Jul  (CG)  was  the  lone 
eastside  bird.  A pair  of  ad.  Lazuli  Buntings 
feeding  nestlings  at  Seaside,  Clatsop  12  Jul 
(ph.  E.  Cain,  MR  S.  Warner)  constitutes  an 
extremely  rare  outer  coastal  breeding  record. 
Six  Indigo  Buntings  were  evenly  split  e.  and 
w.  of  the  Cascades;  all  but  one  occurred  4-11 
Jun,  with  a male  at  Lebanon,  Linn  26  jun+  (R. 
Krabbe)  providing  the  outlier.  Images  of  a 
male  Indigo  Bunting  x Lazuli  Bunting  hybrid 
at  Eugene’s  Bloomburg  Park  (ph.  S.  Mauiding, 
DSc,  PS)  suggest  that  it  was  not  the  same  bird 
photographed  there  in  2007.  Hybrids  have 
periodically  appeared  at  this  site  since  a 
mixed  pair  was  discovered  in  1994. 

Though  Bobolinks  occur  somewhat  regu- 
larly in  neighboring  Crook,  one  at  Black  Butte 


Ranch  5 jun  (fide  PS)  was  apparently  a De- 
schutes first.  The  Common  Crackle  found  at 
Frenchglen  in  May  remained  through  4 Jun 
(WG  et  al).  Five  Great-tailed  Crackles  9-24 
Jun  included  3 at  FR.R.  11-13  Jun  (I.  Barnes, 
m.ob.).  A single  was  e.  of  Klamath  Falls  9 Jun 
(DH),  and  one  at  Liberty  L.,  Spokane  24  Jun 
(R.  Dexter)  was  a returnee;  this  species  re- 
mains far  rarer  in  Washington  than  it  is  in 
Oregon.  A male  Baltimore  Oriole  was  e.  of 
Ashland  14  Jun  (WG);  this  species  is  nearly 
annual  in  Oregon  late  May-Jun.  Remnants  of 
this  spring’s  irruption  of  White-winged  Cross- 
bills into  Washington  included  singles  at 
Harts  Pass/Slate  Park  30  Jun-22  Jul  (KT,  TA, 
S.  Schlick)  and  10  at  Salmo  Mt.,  Pend  Oreille 
18  Jul  (XL).  A Lesser  Goldfinch  at  P.S.B.  5 jul 
(SM)  continued  a recent  pattern  of  northerly 
vagrancy  in  w.  Washington.  Additional  sin- 
gles at  Biscuit  Ridge,  Walla  Walla  7 Jun  (BW) 
and  Asotin,  Asotin  10  Jun  provide  further  ev- 
idence of  eastward  expansion. 

Initialed  observers  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Kevin  Aanerud,  Bob  Altman,  Tom 
Aversa  (Washington),  Range  Bayer  (Lincoln), 
Matt  Brady,  Kathy  Castelein,  Craig  & Judy 
Corder  (Spokane),  John  Crowell,  Dennis 
Duffy,  Daniel  Farrar,  Catherine  Flick,  Bob 
Flores,  John  Gatchet,  Chuck  Gates  (Crook), 
George  Gerdts,  Jeff  Gilligan,  Greg  Gillson 
(Washington) , Denny  Granstrand  (Yakima), 
Wink  Gross,  Dave  Haupt,  Randy  Hill,  Adrian 
& Christopher  Hinkle,  Michael  Hobbs,  Eu- 
gene Hunn,  Stuart  Johnston  (s.-cen.  Wash- 
ington, Hood  River),  Kraig  Kemper,  Robert 
Kundtz,  Bill  & Nancy  LaFramboise  (Lower 
Columbia  Basin),  Dave  Lauten,  Terry  Little, 
Ryan  Merrill,  Tom  Mickel  (Lane),  Craig  & 
Marilyn  Miller  (Deschutes,  Jefferson),  Steven 
G.  Mlodinow,  Russ  Namitz,  Harry  Nehls 
(Oregon),  Vic  Nelson,  Bob  Norton  (Clallam), 
Mike  Patterson  (Clatsop),  Diane  Pettey,  Phil 
Pickering,  Steve  Pink,  Roger  Robb,  Tim  Ro- 
denkirk  (Coos,  Cuny),  W.  Douglas  Robinson 
(Benton,  Marion,  Polk),  Em  Scattaregia,  Don 
Schrouder,  Ryan  Shaw,  Tim  Shelmerdine, 
Gina  Sheridan,  Paul  Sherrell,  Kevin  Spencer 
(Klamath),  Ryan  Terrill,  Bill  Thackaberry, 
Khanh  Tran,  Terry  J.  Wahl,  Jay  Withgott, 
Roger  Windemuth.  O 
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The  dry  spring  continued  into  summer, 
and  on  21  June,  8000  dry  lightning 
strikes  ignited  over  2000  hres  that 
burned  over  a million  acres  across  the  Region 
over  the  ensuing  month.  About  one  seventh 
of  this  area  was  burned  by  the  Basin  Complex 
fire  in  Big  Sur,  which  torched  much  of  the 
rugged  backcountry  where  reintroduced  Cal- 
ifornia Condors  had  three  active  nests. 

Abbreviations:  B.S.O.L.  (Big  Sur  Ornithology 
Laboratory);  C.B.R.C.  (California  B.R.C.); 
C.R.P  (Cosumnes  River  Preserve,  Sacramen- 
to); C.V.  (Central  Valley);  El.  (Southeast  Far- 
allon  I.,  San  Francisco);  H.R.S.  (Hayward  R.S., 
Alameda);  PRBO  (PRBO  Conservation  Sci- 
ence); S.E  (San  Francisco,  not  State  Forest); 
S.FB.B.O.  (San  Francisco  Bay  B.O.);  V.W.S. 
(Ventana  Wildlife  Society).  Reports  of  excep- 
tional vagrants  submitted  without  documen- 
tation are  not  published.  Documentation  of 
C.B.R.C.  review  species  will  be  forwarded  to 
Guy  McCaskie,  Secretary,  P.  0.  Box  275,  Im- 
perial Beach,  California  91933.  Birds  banded 
on  FI.  should  be  credited  to  PRBO  and  those 
banded  at  Big  Sur  R.  mouth  to  the  Big  Sur  Or- 
nithology Lab  of  the  VW.S. 

WATERFOWL 

An  unexpected  summer  Greater  White-front- 
ed Goose  was  at  the  Carmel  R.  mouth,  Mon- 
terey 2 Jun  (BJW).  A Brant  at  Redwood  Shores 
26-27  Jul  (RSTh,  AME)  provided  the  first 
summer  record  for  bayside  Snn  Mateo;  others 
away  from  the  coast  included  one  at  Shollen- 
berger  Park,  Sonoma  9-14  jul  (RS,  BDR  Bob 
Dyer)  and  4 at  Brooks  L,  Contra  Costa  13  Jul 
(DSW).  Cackling  Geese  were  also  well  report- 


ed this  season,  with  first  summer  records  for 
Contra  Costa  at  Miller/Knox  R.S.  28  Jun-4  Jul 
(minima;  DSW,  ph.  SAG)  and  for  Alameda  at 
Middle  Harbor  R.R  in  Oakland  26Jul-l  Aug 
(leucopareia;  ph.  Pat  Bacchetti,  Judith  Dun- 
ham et  ah),  and  the  3rd  summer  record  for 
San  Mateo  at  Redwood  Shores  and  nearby 
Foster  City  27-31  Jul  (minima;  Sonny 
Mencher,  ph.  Chuq  von  Rospach,  RSTh). 

American  Wigeon  bred  again  at  Crowley  L., 
Mono,  where  a female  with  6 ducklings  was 
found  27  Jul  QLD,  Andy  Zdon).  Mendocino's 
first  summer  Green-winged  Teal  were  at  the 
Ukiah  W.T.P.  1-6  Jun  (ad.  male;  CEV)  and  13- 
31  Jul  (female;  CEV,  RJK,  m.ob.).  Three  pairs 
of  Redheads  at  H.R.S.  managed  to  produce  a 
single  duckling,  presumably  by  egg-dumping, 
as  it  was  seen  with  a Lesser  Scaup  brood  29  Jul 
(RJR,  PDr).  A pair  of  Ring-necked  Ducks  at 
2550  m elevation  at  Cora  Lakes,  Madera  23 
Jun  (ph.  JTz)  was  just  n.  of  where  a pair  was 
found  24Jun  2006,  suggesting 
possible  breeding;  two  pairs  at 
2535  m elevation  at  Meiss  L., 

Alpine  22-23  Jul  were  at  a lo- 
cation where  breeding  was 
confirmed  in  2006  (EP).  Also 
notable  was  a male  that  spent 
the  season  at  the  Ukiah  W.T.P, 

Mendocino  (CEV,  m.ob.).  Fifty 
at  Crowley  L.,  Mono  on  the 
late  date  of  14  Jun  were  most- 
ly mated  pairs,  but  had  all  de- 
parted by  27  Jul  OLD,  DHo). 

A surprisingly  large  summer- 
ing flock  of  healthy  Greater 
Scaup  on  the  Alviso  salt 
ponds,  Santa  Clara  had  35 
birds  26  Jul  (MMR,  RGJ).  The 
only  report  of  breeding  Lesser 
Scaup  was  once  again  from 
H.R.S.,  where  four  broods 
were  found  22  Jun+  (RJR). 

Summering  Harlequin  Ducks 
included  males  inside  S.F  Bay 
at  Brooks  1.,  Contra  Costa 
(Robin  May,  SAG,  DSW)  and  at  Coyote  Pt., 
San  Mateo  (RSTh  et  ah);  the  latter  was  joined 
by  a 2nd  male  25  Jul  (RSTh).  Unseasonable 
Black  Scoters  included  a female  flying  north- 
ward past  Pigeon  Pt.,  San  Mateo  6 Jun  (RSTh), 
a first-summer  male  at  Pebble  Beach  14-28 
Jun  (first  summer  record  for  Monterey  since 
1966;  BTM,  tDR),  and  a female  at  Crescent 
City,  Del  Norte  19-20  Jul  (MtB).  Reports  of 
Long-tailed  Ducks  included  one  at  Crescent 
City,  Del  Norte  2 Jun  (ADB),  2 at  Brooks  L, 
Contra  Costa  7 Jun  and  4 Jul  (Robin  May,  SAG, 
DSW),  a male  at  Coyote  Pt.,  San  Mateo  29 
Jun+  (RSTh  et  ah),  and  a male  in  Monterey 
Harbor,  Monterey  into  Aug  (ph.  DR  et  ah).  A 


Hooded  Merganser  at  Shasta  Valley  W.A.  was 
the  first  to  summer  in  Siskiyou  (RE);  one  at 
the  Ukiah  W.T.P.  15  Jun  provided  only  the  2nd 
summer  record  for  Mendocino  (CEV,  Cheryl 
Watson,  Geoff  Heinecken).  Multiple  broods  of 
Common  Mergansers  were  found  on  L. 
Solano,  Solano  14  Jun  and  26  Jul  (MFRi, 
RLCL,  MBe)  but  may  have  bred  in  nearby 
Yolo.  A Red-breasted  Merganser  at  the  Rush 
Cr.  delta.  Mono  3 Jul+  QuH)  was  especially 
unexpected  in  summer  this  far  inland. 

LOONS  THROUGH  CORIViORANTS 

A basic-plumaged  Arctic  Loon  was  at  Bodega 
Bay,  Sonoma,  the  site  of  three  of  the  Region’s 
five  records,  12-23  Jun  (SNGH,  ph.  LHg,  ph. 
Rhio  Reigh).  A Common  Loon  at  Thermalito 
Afterbay  17Jun-22Jul  QHS)  provided  the  3rd 
summer  record  for  Butte;  in  Mono,  one  was  at 
Lundy  L.  2 Jun  (Brek  Tyler),  and  2 were  on 
Crowley  L.  14  Jun  QLD,  DHo).  An  alternate- 


plumaged  Yellow-billed  Loon  flying  south- 
ward past  Pt.  Pinos,  Monterey  21  Jun  (tBTM)  ' 
provided  the  5 th  summer  record  for  the  Re- 
gion. A few  Red-necked  Grebes  usually  occur 
along  the  coast  in  summer,  so  3 on  s.  Hum-  ,, 
boldt  Bay,  Humboldt  25  Jul  (KGR)  and  one  at 
Clam  Beach,  Humboldt  5 Jun  (MtB)  comprised  J 
a typical  showing.  One  inland  at  Shasta  Valley 
W.A.,  Siskiyou  late  May  to  27  Jun  was  more 
unusual,  although  it  was  relatively  close  to  i 
previous  breeding  sites  in  southern  Oregon. 

Two  Horned  Grebes  at  Ano  Nuevo  S.R.,  San 
Mateo  26  Jul  (PJM)  were  the  only  ones  report- 
ed. Eared  Grebes  nested  at  H.R.S.  for  the  10th 
consecutive  year  (RJR,  PDr). 


Long-tailed  Ducks  have  a varying  array  of  plumages,  and  sexing  young  birds  can 
be  difficult.  This  bird  in  Monterey  Harbor,  Monterey  County,  California  was 
thought  to  be  a female  until  found  molting  into  male  plumage  on  17  july  2008. 

Photograph  by  Don  Roberson. 
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An  apparent  ad.  Masked/Nazca  Booby  fly- 
ing past  Pt.  Pinos,  Monterey  22  Jul  (tGreg 
Farley)  could  not  be  scrutinized  well  enough 
for  definitive  identification.  A Brown  Booby 
was  recorded  on  several  occasions  on  El.  1 
Jun-13  Jul  (Pete  Warzybok,  ph.  M¥/E).  An- 
other off  Ten  Mile  Beach  12  Jul  (ph.  CSg, 
Brendan  O’Connor)  provided  a 4th  Mendocino 
record.  American  White  Pelicans  throughout 
the  period  in  Tulare,  with  a peak  of  50  in  Al- 
paugh  25  Jul  (SDS),  were  considered  note- 
worthy; up  to  115  at  the  Salinas  R.  mouth, 
Monterey  13  Jun  (BLS)  and  120  at  Watsonville 
Slough,  Santa  Cruz  (SGe  et  al.)  attested  to 
above-average  numbers  at  these  coastal  loca- 
tions as  well.  Brown  Pelicans  in  the  C.V., 
where  always  unusual,  included  a moribund 
bird  at  Woodward  Res.,  Stanislaus  19-20  Jul 
(JHG,  JSL,  Joe  & Deb  Devine;  *UC  Davis) 
and  Madera’s  first  record  at  the  Chowchilla 
W.T.E  29  Jul-5  Aug  (ph.  GaW).  Numbers  on 
El.  increased  dramatically  in  mid-Jul,  produc- 
ing the  island’s  highest-ever  count  of  5836  on 
15  Jul  (Pete  Warzybok).  After  large-scale 
abandonment  of  Brandt’s  Cormorant  breeding 
attempts  on  El.  in  May,  breeding  activity  was 
reinitiated  in  Jun  by  approximately  3600 
birds.  For  comparison,  El.  supported  about 
100  pairs  of  Double-crested  and  125  pairs  of 
Pelagic  Cormorants  this  summer  (Pete 
Warzybok,  Russ  Bradley).  Single  Brandt’s 
Cormorants  at  the  Richmond  Marina,  Contra 
Costa  4 Jul  (SAG,  DSW)  and  at  Redwood 
Shores,  San  Mateo  31  Jul  (RSTh)  were  unusu- 
al so  far  inside  S.E  Bay.  For  the  2nd  consecu- 
tive year,  a pair  of  Pelagic  Cormorants  nested 
at  the  Berkeley  Marina,  Alameda  (RJR  et  al). 

HERONS THROUGH  CRANES 

Among  the  American  Bitterns  reported  was 
one  flying  over  Blue  Ridge,  Santa  Clara  at  550 
m elevation  14  Jun,  the  first  ever  for  Henry 
Coe  S.P.  and  at  an  unexpected  time  of  year 
(RGJ).  Five  Great  Blue  Heron  nests  at  Bass  L. 
10  Jun  QND)  were  at  a new  breeding  locality, 
the  highest  for  Madera  at  1040  m elevation.  An 
ad.  Little  Blue  Heron  along  Alameda  Cr.  in  Fre- 
mont, Alameda  22  Jul+  (KRb  et  al.)  provided 
the  only  summer  report  in  the  Region  since 
2006.  A Cattle  Egret  continuing  at  Redwood 
Shores  11  Jun-13  Jul  constituted  the  first  sum- 
mer record  for  San  Mateo  (RSTh  et  al.);  one  in 
Alviso,  Santa  Clara  19  Jun  (MJM)  was  near  the 
abandoned  heronry  where  the  species  once 
bred  but  was  not  seen  again.  Up  to  2 White- 
faced Ibis  near  Watsonville  Slough  7 Jun-27 
Jul  were  the  first  to  summer  in  Santa  Cruz,  al- 
though this  was  perhaps  not  unexpected  given 
their  increasing  presence  in  that  county  in  re- 
cent years.  Another  near  the  heronry  at  Al- 
maden  L.,  Santa  Clara  7-8  Jul  Q?a,  AV,  ph. 


PLaT)  did  not  linger.  The  count  of  White-faced 
Ibis  at  Bridgeport  L.  peaked  on  12  Jul  at  78 
(ES),  a high  count  for  Mono. 

Three  California  Condor  nests  successfully 
hatched  chicks  in  the  Big  Sur,  Monterey  area. 
Remarkably,  all  three  survived  the  late  Jun 
fires  that  burned  the  entire  area,  charring  the 
lower  half  of  a 60  m nest  tree  and  destroying 
both  condor  enclosure  facilities.  Single  ads. 
did  succumb  to  the  flames  in  Monterey  and 
San  Benito,  however  (fide  YW.S.).  Ospreys 
have  adapted  to  new  nesting  structures  on  Su- 
isun  Bay,  Solano,  with  pairs  nesting  annually 
on  up  to  three  mothballed  naval  ships  since 
2006  (Joe  Pecoraro,  Dennis  Miles,  Pamela 
Llewellyn).  Bald  Eagles  at  Kent  L.  took  over 
an  Osprey  nest  in  a live  Coast  Redwood  and 
successfully  hatched  at  least  one  chick  by  11 
Jun  OGE),  marking  the  first  confirmed  nest- 
ing for  Marin.  The  Sonoma  Common  Black- 
Hawk  remained  through  the  summer  at  Lagu- 
na de  Santa  Rosa  (LLu,  CLu,  LHg,  Stan 
Moore).  Swainson’s  Hawks  at  unexpected  lo- 
cations included  San  Mateo’s  first  Jun  record  at 
El  Granada  7 Jun  (light-morph  ad.;  Mike  Ri- 
ley), one  in  the  Areata  Bottoms  11  Jun  (about 
the  8th  Humboldt  record;  ph.  SCa),  and  one 
near  the  Salinas  R.  mouth,  Monterey  18  Jun 
(MiT).  The  Crested  Caracara  near  Ft.  Dick, 
Del  Norte  continued  through  the  season  (ph. 
ADB,  IMtB,  m.ob.);  another  n.  of  Marina  4 & 
23  Jul  (ad.;  tBTM,  DLSh)  was  at  the  same  lo- 
cation where  Monterey’s  first  was  found  11-13 
Aug  2002.  Only  two  successful  American 
Kestrel  breeding  confirmations  were  noted  in 
Santa  Cruz,  where  this  species  is  in  decline  as 
a breeding  bird  (DLSu);  reduced  numbers  in 
nearby  San  Mateo  have  also  drawn  comment 
recently  (PJM).  Two  Jul  Merlins  were  found 
this  year:  first  summer  records  for  Mendocino 
at  MacKerricher  S.E  1 Jul  (tKHv)  and  for  San- 
ta Cmz  at  Pajaro  Dunes  27  Jul  (tEFe,  tJHW, 
Jim  Williams,  KiK).  A Peregrine  Falcon  nest 
on  an  electrical  tower  that  fledged  2 young 
near  Fremont  by  3 Jun  (MJM)  was  the  first 
bayside  nest  in  Alameda.  Two  Sandhill  Cranes 
at  Wilson  L.,  Tehama  20  Jul  (RoS)  marked  the 
3rd  summer  record  at  this  location,  but  breed- 
ing has  yet  to  be  confirmed  there.  In  contrast, 
the  pair  at  Bridgeport  Res.  had  a nest  with  eggs 
21  Jun  (1970  m elevation;  PJM),  the  first  con- 
firmed breeding  for  Mono. 

SHOREBIRDS 

An  unseasonable  Pacific  Golden-Plover  was  at 
the  Lower  Klamath  N.W.R.,  Siskiyou  29  Jun 
(alternate-plumaged  ad.  male;  KW);  also  no- 
table was  Madera’s  first  summer  record  at  the 
Madera  W.T.P.  22  Jul  (alternate-plumaged  ad.; 
ph.  GaW).  Three  other  ads.  were  reported  in 
Santa  Clara,  Sacramento,  and  Mendocino  19-29 
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Jul.  Snowy  Plovers  bred  again  at  the  Montezu- 
ma Wetlands,  Solafto,  with  at  least  3 young 
found  22  Jul  (Anna  Wallace).  A Mountain 
Plover  near  Kettleman  City,  Kings  2 Jul  (ph. 
JSy)  provided  the  first  well-documented  sum- 
mer record  for  the  Region.  The  only  Solitary 
Sandpiper  reported  was  at  C.R.P.  27  Jul  OTr, 
CCo,  Terry  Ronneberg).  Unexpected  in  Jun,  a 
Wandering  Tattler  was  at  Pillar  Pt.  Harbor,  San 
Mateo  27-29  Jun  (Barbara  Kossy  KrO);  the 
next  tattler  wasn’t  found  until  17  Jul.  Inland 
Willets  included  an  ad.  at  the  Tulare  W.T.P.  5 
Jul  (]Lt),  one  of  few  found  in  Tulare.  Unsea- 
sonable Lesser  Yellowlegs  included  ads.  at 
Redwood  Shores,  San  Mateo  9 Jun  (RSTh)  and 
at  the  Madera  W.T.P,  Madera  19  Jun  (ph. 
GaW).  A Whimbrel  at  the  Shasta  Valley  W.A. 
1 Jul  (RE)  provided  a rare  summer  record  for 
Siskiyou.  Long-billed  Curlews  were  confirmed 
breeding  for  a 2nd  time  n.  of  McArthur,  Shas- 
ta, with  a recently  fledged  chick  photographed 


This  recently  hatched  Long-billed  Ctiriew,  photographed  7 
June  2008  along  Rat  Farm  Road  north  of  McArthur,  pro- 
vided only  the  second  confirmed  breeding  record  for  Shasta 
County,  California.  Photograph  by  Mike  Damoth. 

7 Jun  (ph.  Mike  Damoth).  Territorial  summer 
birds  have  been  there  at  least  as  far  back  as 
1996,  and  breeding  was  previously  confirmed 
in  2004.  At  least  10  Long-billed  Curlews  al  In- 
dian Creek  Res.  24-27  Jun  (ER  KPa)  consti- 
tuted only  the  4th  record  for  Alpine,  even 
though  the  species  breeds  regularly  just  across 
the  state  line  in  Carson  Valley  Nevada.  Twen- 
ty-three Marbled  Godwits  at  the  Thermalito 
Afterbay  Butte  17  Jun  (JHS)  was  a large  count 
for  the  C.V.,  especially  in  Jun.  Inland  Ruddy 
Turnstones  included  singles  n.  of  Stratford, 
Kings  25  Jul  OSy)  attd  at  the  Rush  Cr.  delta, 
Mono  29-31  Jul  QuH)-  A Surfbird  at  Albany 
Alameda  24  Jim  (tBFi)  was  very  early  for  a fall 
migrant;  there  are  only  three  previous  Jun 
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records  in  our  notebooks. 

Adult  Sanderlings  at  Goose  L.,  Modoc  18  Jul 
(SCR)  and  at  Lake  Forest,  Placer  27  Jul  (2 
birds;  TEa,  DeR,  DCa)  were  far  inland,  where 
rare.  Above-average  numbers  of  Semipalmated 
Sandpipers  were  detected,  with  27  found  in 
nine  counties  2 jul+,  the  first  juv.  being  noted 
17  Jul.  Unseasonable  Western  Sandpipers  were 
found  at  the  Salinas  W.T.P.,  Monterey  7 Jun 
(BTM)  and  Alviso,  Santa  Clara  12  Jun  (2  birds; 
MJM);  out-of-season  Least  Sandpipers  includ- 
ed at  least  one  at  the  San  Francisquito  Cr. 
delta,  San  Mateo  1 Jun  (MMR).  Baird’s  Sand- 
pipers included  an  ad.  near  Moss  Landing, 
Monterey  4 Jul  (BTM)  and  juvs.  at  Bodega  Bay, 
Sonoma  19  Jul  (Bill  Doyle)  and  H.R.S.  27-29 
Jul  (RSa,  Joanne  Wallin,  RJR).  Four  ad.  Pec- 
toral Sandpipers  in  four  counties  17  Jul+  in- 
cluded Mendocino's  first  Jul  record  at  the  Ukiah 
W.T.P  24  Jul  (CEV,  RJK,  GEC).  At  least  one 
Dunlin  was  at  H.R.S.  16Jun-14Jul  (RJR),  with 
5 there  2 Jul  (Bob  Power).  Other  summer  Dun- 
lin reports  included  one  at  the  San  Francisqui- 
to Cr.  delta,  San  Mateo  1 Jun  (MMR)  and  a 
mostly  alternate-plumaged  bird  in  Alviso,  San- 
ta Clara  18  Jul  (MMR,  DMa).  Solitary  Sand- 
pipers (all  ads.)  were  found  at  the  Ceres  W.T.P, 
Stanislaus  22  Jul  (ERC)  and  the  Davis  Wet- 
lands, Yolo  31  Jul-2  Aug  (2  birds;  TEa,  RAd). 
Ruffs  included  a molting  ad.  male  at  the  Yolo 
Bypass  W.A.,  Yolo  15  Jul  (GEw)  and  a molting 
ad.  female  in  Alviso,  Santa  Clara  16  Jul+  (Mary 
Ann  Allen,  ADeM,  m.ob.).  A Red  Phalarope  at 
H.R.S.  26  Jun  (RJR)  was  unexpected,  as  we 
have  few  late  Jun  records  for  the  Region,  par- 
ticularly away  from  the  immediate  coast. 

GULLS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Franklin’s  Gull  reports  continue  to  increase.  A 
group  of  85  e.  of  Ft.  Bidwell  3 Jul  (SCR)  was 
the  highest-ever  count  for  Modoc.  An  ad.  in 
McArthur  23  Jul  (ph.  BY,  BED)  provided  a long 
overdue  first  record  for  Shasta,  and  one  at  the 
Madera  W.T.P  6 Jun  (BBr,  LyH)  was  Madera’s 
2nd.  In  Mono,  2 were  at  Bridgeport  Res.  21  Jun 
(PJM)  and  one  was  at  Crowley  L.  27  Jul  OLD, 
Andy  Zdon).  Unseasonable  gulls  included  a 
Mew  in  Alviso,  Santa  Clara  8-29  Jul  (WGB, 
m.ob.),  a Herring  in  Palo  Alto,  Santa  Clara  7 
Jun  (MJM),  and  a Glaucous  at  the  s.  spit  of 
Humboldt  Bay,  Humboldt  27  Jun  (KGR).  The 
new  California  Gull  colonies  on  FI.  peaked  at 
484  birds  and  281  nests  on  5 Jun,  but  numbers 
began  to  decline  mid-month  when  large  num- 
bers of  Western  Gulls  began  roosting  within 
the  colonies  and  preying  on  eggs  and  chicks. 
By  late  Jun,  Brown  Pelicans  further  disturbed 
nesting  gulls  and  trampled  nests,  and  fewer 
than  20  nests  were  observed  throughout  Jul 
(Pete  Warzybok,  Russ  Bradley). 

Least  Terns  continued  their  Regional  expan- 


sion beyond  the  main  colony  at  the  Alameda 
N.W.R.,  Alameda.  They  nested  again  at  the 
Montezuma  Wetlands,  Solano,  with  high 
counts  of  34  nests  and  24  chicks  during  the  pe- 
riod; at  least  11  fledglings  were  seen  22  Jul 
(Anne  Wallace).  Nesting  was  also  reported  at 
Green  1.  in  Napa:  4 were  observed  carrying 
food  to  the  colony  on  20  Jun,  and  1 1 were  near- 
by at  Huichica  Creek  W.A.,  Napa  26  Jul  (MBe). 
Much  more  exciting  in  the  C.V,  Sacramento’s 
first  record  was  provided  by  a pair  at  the  Sacra- 
mento Regional  W.T.P.  27  Jun-5  Aug.  They  had 
a two-egg  nest  on  3 Jul,  but  nesting  was  not 
successful  (ph.  CCo,  m.ob.).  This  location  is 
nearly  65  km  up  the  Sacramento  R.  from  the 
closest  colony  at  the  Montezuma  Wetlands  in 
the  S.E  Bay  area.  Even  farther  inland,  at  the 
now-traditional  C.V.  location  near  Kettleman 
City,  Kings,  a pair  copulating  28  May  had  2 
fledglings  by  9 Jul,  with  an  ad.  last  seen  25  Jul 
QSy).  A Least  Tern  at  the  Rush  Cr.  delta  at 
Mono  L.  provided  a 2nd  record  for  Mono  17-21 
Jun  (ph.  Mike  Rourke,  George  Appel,  JuH).  A 
large  influx  of  post-breeding  Elegant  Terns,  in- 
cluding many  begging  juvs.,  was  noted  24  Jul, 
when  3000  were  at  the  Carmel  R.  mouth,  Mon- 
terey (BHl).  Elegants  inland  in  Santa  Cruz,  pre- 
sumably flying  between  S.E  Bay  and  Monterey 
Bay,  were  heard  calling  over  Big  Basin  Red- 
woods S.R  15  Jul  (DLSu)  and  Quail  Hollow  C.P 
27  Jul  (Alex  Rinkert).  Nesting  Black  Skimmers 
included  at  least  three  pairs  in  Mountain  View 
and  Alviso,  Santa  Clara  (MJM,  WGB)  and  two 
pairs  at  H.R.S.  (RJR);  two  pairs  at  Redwood 
Shores,  San  Mateo  2 Jul  were  suspected  of  nest- 
ing nearby,  perhaps  on  Bair  1.  (KrO). 

At  least  2 Long-billed  Murrelets  were  in 
Humboldt,  providing  the  7th  and  8th  county 
records.  One  was  on  the  ocean  2-3  km  s.  of  the 
s.  jetty  of  Humboldt  Bay  15  Jul  (ph.  Jeff  Ja- 
cobsen, EE),  and  2 were  near  the  Eel  R.  mouth 
7 Aug  (ph.  KGR),  with  one  seen  there  the  next 
day  from  a kayak  (KBu).  Marbled  Murrelet 
surveys  at  Big  Basin  S.R,  Santa  Cruz  docu- 
mented continued  declines;  24  detections 
(with  no  below-canopy  flights)  were  recorded 
15-20  Jul,  as  compared  with  525  detections 
(and  198  below-canopy  flights)  on  similarly 
timed  surveys  at  the  same  stations  in  1995 
(DLSu).  In  contrast.  Marbled  Murrelet  activity 
along  upper  Pilarcitos  Cr.,  San  Mateo  was  the 
highest  in  four  years  of  surveys;  individuals 
were  detected  on  each  of  nine  weekly  surveys 
2 Jun-4  Aug,  with  a peak  of  30  detections  13 
Jul  (Seth  Bunnell,  JGE,  Tim  Sullivan).  Seven 
Ancient  Murrelets  were  noted  along  the  coast 
1-25  Jul.  Common  Murres  were  unusually  nu- 
merous and  widespread  in  S.E  Bay;  15  seen  in 
flight  during  a five-minute  period  at  Brooks  1. 
4 Jul  provided  the  highest  Contra  Costa  total 
on  record  (SAG,  DSW).  Up  to  3 Rhinoceros 


Auklets  at  H.R.S.  31  Jul-4  Aug  (RJR,  JSL,  Bob 
Power,  ADeM)  were  even  more  unexpected  so 
far  inside  S.E  Bay.  Two  Tufted  Puffins  entering 
a burrow  in  the  seabird  colony  at  Mendocino 
Headlands  S.R,  Mendocino  15  Jun-2Jul  (DAJ, 
Cheryl  Watson,  Geoff  Heinecken,  DT)  provid- 
ed noteworthy  evidence  of  breeding  there.  Up 
to  9 Horned  Ruffins  were  along  the  coast  in 
Monterey,  Santa  Cruz,  San  Mateo,  and  Sonoma; 
the  only  offshore  report  was  of  one  near  EL  29 
Jun  (ph.  MWE,  ASH,  m.ob.). 

DOVES  THROUGH  KINGLETS 

Band-tailed  Rigeons,  virtually  unknown  in 
the  C.V  during  the  summer  months,  were 
near  Galt,  Sacramento  8 Jun  (imm.;  DGY)  and 
River  Bend  Park,  Sacramento  2 Jul  (CLZ). 
Equally  unexpected  was  a single  individual 
over  the  s.  shore  of  Mono  L.,  Mono  12  Jul 
(|uH).  The  march  of  the  Eurasian  Collared- 
Dove  has  apparently  become  old  hat,  with  far 
fewer  reports  received  than  has  become  typi- 
cal. Noteworthy  records  included  Yolo’s  first 
confirmed  breeding  at  Winters  17  Jun  (AEn) 
and  an  overdue  first  sighting  for  Trinity  at 
Lewiston  24  Jun  (LTo).  A White-winged  Dove 
was  at  Pescadero,  San  Mateo  6 Jun  (RSTh). 
After  several  summers  of  suspected  nesting. 
Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  were  finally  confirmed 
breeding  at  Cock  Robin  L,  Humboldt  when  a 
juv.  in  the  company  of  a pair  of  ads.  was 
found  11-19  Jul  (DCo,  KGR,  SMcA).  Cuckoos 
breed  nowhere  else  in  the  Region  away  from 
the  C.V  Always  rare  in  Mono,  Greater  Road- 
runners  were  at  Hammil  Valley  23  Jul  and  Red 
Rock  Canyon  24  Jul  (Don  Lewis). 

The  status  of  Long-eared  Owls  in  the  Region 
is  poorly  understood,  with  breeding  confirma- 
tions few  and  far  between.  Separate  family 
groups  at  U.C.  Hopland  Research  and  Exten- 
sion Center  21  Jun-1  Jul  (Emily  Heaton,  Mike 
Holley,  RJK,  CEV,  m.ob.)  and  4-23  Jul  (Emily 
Heaton,  RJK,  m.ob.)  provided  rare  confirma- 
tions for  Mendocino.  Short-eared  Owls  are  al- 
most unknown  in  the  n.  C.V  in  summer,  so  one 
at  the  Sutter  N.W.R.,  Sutter  4 Jul  Qim  Laughlin) 
was  more  than  noteworthy.  The  Whip-poor- 
will  at  Willow  Creek,  Humboldt  was  noted 
through  at  least  15  Aug  (DEQ).  Two  or  3 Black 
Swifts  at  Henry  Coe  S.E,  Santa  Clara  14  & 29 
Jun  (RGJ)  could  represent  either  early  or  late 
migrants  or  possibly  wanderers  from  belea- 
guered coastal  populations.  A Black-chinned 
Hummingbird  at  Ft.  Bidwell  3 Jul  (SCR)  was  a 
first  for  the  Surprise  Valley  and  one  of  few  ever 
found  in  Modoc.  An  Anna’s  Hummingbird  at 
the  same  time  and  place  (SCR)  was  a first  for 
Modoc  away  from  the  w.  side  of  the  county. 

A Williamson’s  Sapsucker  near  Humbug 
Summit  29  Jul  QSL)  was  the  first  ever  found  in 
Butte  during  the  summer.  A well-described 


614 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 


singing  Least  Flycatcher  was  at  Sugar  Pine 
Point  S.E,  El  Dorado  3 Jul  (tKevin  Spencer). 
The  out-of-place  territorial  Dusky  Flycatcher 
continued  at  Big  Basin  Redwoods  S.P.,  Santa 
Cruz  through  at  least  30  Jul  (DLSu  et  al). 
Fledgling  Black  Phoebes  at  Little  Valley  15  Jun 
(KAb)  furnished  the  first  breeding  record  for 
Lassen.  Although  this  species  has  become  more 
common  in  recent  years  in  the  ne.  portion  of 
the  Region,  it  remains  very  scarce  and  local. 
Eastern  Phoebes  were  at  Natural  Bridges  S.B., 
Santa  Cruz  6 Jun  (Adam  Searcy,  RyT,  SGe  et  al.) 
and  Mt.  Davidson,  S.E  13  Jun  (tPSar,  DvA). 
Unseasonable  Say’s  Phoebes  were  along  Marble 
Hot  Springs  Rd.,  Plumas  5 Jul  (tMWE)  and  at 
H.R.S.  8-9  Jul  (PDr,  RJR).  In  recent  years, 
Cassin’s  Kingbirds  have  shown  signs  of  ex- 
panding their  breeding  range  northward  from 
their  traditional  boundary  around  se.  Alameda 
and  sw.  San  Joaquin.  An  ad.  carrying  food  at 
Sherman  I.  26  Jun  (Dan  Williams)  provided  the 
first  confirmed  breeding  for  Sacramento;  anoth- 
er ad.  at  Buchli  Station  8 Jul  (tMBe)  was  the 
first  to  be  documented  for  Napa  and  hinted  at 
possible  nesting.  Eastern  Kingbirds  were  at  Sat- 
tley,  Sierra  1 Jun  (ph.  Chuck  Brittain),  Menlo 
Park,  San  Mateo  7 Jun  (Laurie  Graham,  AME, 
PJM),  and  Redwood  Shores,  San  Mateo  20  Jul 
(RSTh).  A rare  breeding  confirmation  of  East- 
ern Kingbirds  was  obtained  in  late  Jul  when  3 
dependent  fledglings  were  noted  at  Salt  L., 
Sisfeiyou  (RE).  A Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  at 
Beale  A.EB.  16  Jun  was  a good  find,  particular- 
ly for  the  interior,  and  provided  a first  record 
for  Yuba  (ph.  Jim  Laughlin). 

A White-eyed  Vireo  made  a rare  Regional 
appearance  at  Paradise,  Mono  14  jun  (ph. 
DHo,  tJLD).  The  lone  Red-eyed  Vireo  was  at 
the  Ferndale  Bottoms,  Humboldt  3 Jul  (male; 
TWL,  MWa).  Wholly  unexpected  was  a 
Clark’s  Nutcracker  in  the  Presidio,  S.E  16-18 
Jun  (ph.  CLo,  m.ob.).  An  apparent  pair  of  Pur- 
ple Martins  at  Upper  San  Leandro  Res.  6 Jul 
(Bob  Lewis)  provided  a rare  record  for  Contra 
Costa.  Martins  have  never  been  suspected  of 
nesting  in  the  county,  and  the  last  nesting  in 
the  East  Bay  was  nearly  70  years  ago.  A new 
Bank  Swallow  colony  numbering  six  to  eight 
pairs  at  Ft.  Ord  S.B.,  Monterey  was  independ- 
ently discovered  13  (David  Styer)  & 16  Jun 
(Mary  Paul).  Eighty-three  Bank  Swallows  at 
Yolo  Bypass  W.A.,  Yolo  31  Jul  (TEa)  was  a high 
count  away  from  the  Region’s  beleaguered  nest 
colonies.  A singing  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  in 
Sequoia  N.E,  Tulare  29  Jun  (SDS,  JLD)  must 
have  been  near  the  s.  limit  of  this  species’ 
breeding  range  in  California. 

THRASHERS  THROUGH  MNAGEiS 

Gray  Catbirds  were  on  EL  15-20  Jun  (PRBO), 
along  Moore  Cr.,  Santa  Cruz  21  Jun-21  Aug 


(SGe,  m.ob.),  at  Camp  Roberts,  Monterey  26 
jun  (ph.  josh  Scollen,  b.  V.W.S.),  and  near 
Lower  Rush  Cr.,  Mono  17-21  Jul  (CMc).  A 
Brown  Thrasher  was  banded  at  Stone  Lakes 
N.W.R.,  Sacramento  10  Jul  and  heard  singing 
in  the  same  area  the  next  day  (Stan  Wright, 
ph.  CCo,  m.ob.).  A male  and  possible  female 
Phainopepla  near  Laytonvilie  28  Jun  (John 
Lace)  provided  the  first  summer  occurrence 
for  Mendocino.  Of  our  15  Northern  Paralas,  7 
were  noted  as  singing  males.  Fourteen  were 
from  coastal  counties,  with  a male  at  C.R.E 
26  Jul-24  Aug  (JTr)  being  the  single  excep- 
tion. Chestnut-sided  Warblers  were  on  EL 
14-18  Jun  (PRBO),  in  Lundy  Canyon,  Mono 
20-21  jun  (PJM),  and  s.  of  Redwood  Cr., 
Humboldt  9 Jul  (KI).  A Magnolia  Warbler  was 
on  EL  15-17  Jun  (PRBO),  and  another  was  at 
the  mouth  of  Redwood  Cr.,  Humboldt  1 Jul 
(KI).  A singing  male  Blackburnian  Warbler  at 
Patrick  Point  S.E  11  Jun  (KI)  was  the  2nd 
summer  record  for  Humboldt  and  only  the 
3rd  in  summer  for  nw.  California  (fide  RbF). 
A singing  Black-and-white  Warbler  in 
Lemoore  11  Jun  (tMark  Stacy)  was  King's 
2nd  and  a rare  find  for  the  C.V.  Other  Black- 
and-whites  were  at  the  Big  Sur  R.  mouth, 
Monterey  1 Jun  (Mil),  Redwood  Cr.  mouth, 
Humboldt  12  Jun  (KI),  the  Presidio,  S.E  15 
Jun  (HuC),  Eureka,  Humboldt  30  Jun  (David 
Juliano),  Humboldt  Bay  N.W.R.,  Humboldt  1 
Jul  OWo),  and  Rush  Cr.,  Mono  8 Jul  (CMc). 
Humboldt  was  visited  by  as  many  as  7 Ameri- 
can Redstarts,  Mono  had  2,  and  Monterey  and 
S.E  one  each.  Ovenbirds  were  at  Camp 
Roberts,  Monterey  3 Jun  (ph.  Josh  Scollen,  b. 
VW.S.)  and  EL  30  Jun-1  Jul  (PRBO).  Two 
singing  Hooded  Warblers  were  in  Monterey: 
one  in  upper  Carmel  Valley  7 jun  (CHo,  CT) 
and  another  at  Big  Sur  R.  mouth  15  Jun 
(RyT).  A female  with  a brood  patch  1 Jul  at 
Ft.  Hunter-Liggett  (b.,  ph.  Darlene  Wood- 
bury) provided  the  2nd  confirmed  breeding 
attempt  in  Monterey.  Other  Hooded  Warblers 
were  along  Rush  Cr.,  Mono  16  Jun  (CMc), 
Trinidad  Head,  Humboldt  25  Jun-7Jul  (KGR, 
RbF,  Jennifer  Curtis),  and  Redwood  Cr. 
mouth,  Humboldt  8 Jul  (KI).  The  Big  Sur  R. 
mouth,  Monterey  produced  both  our  Canada 
Warblers:  one  7 Jun  (B.S.O.L.)  and  a different 
individual  18  Jun  (RyT).  A Yellow-breasted 
Chat  in  New  Pine  Creek,  Modoc  carrying 
food  2 Jul  (SCR)  was  at  the  same  location 
where  a chat  was  singing  18  May.  This  is  ap- 
parently the  first  breeding  record  for  Modoc. 

A male  Summer  Tanager  was  singing  at 
Simis  Ranch,  Mono  20-21  Jun  (JsC,  Joel  Ellis, 
KNN),  a female  and  an  imm.  male  were  in 
Pacific  Grove,  Monterey  21  jun  (RC),  and  a 
male  was  at  the  Presidio,  S.E  25  Jun  (Richard 
Bradus).  A Summer  Tanager  at  Galeppi 


Ranch,  near  Quincy  12  Jul  (Tony  Hall)  was  a 
first  for  Plumas.  The  Summer  Tanager  in  Col- 
fax, Placer  reported  in  spring  (here  for  its  3rd 
consecutive  year)  continued  until  13  Jul 
(Larry  & Pam  Risser).  Two  Summer  Tanagers 
apparently  spent  the  summer  at  Natural 
Bridges  S.B.,  Santa  Cruz  25  jul-21  Aug 
(David  Sidle,  m.ob.).  A Scarlet  Tanager  at  Big 
Basin  Redwoods  S.P.  5 Jun  (DLSu)  was  Santa 
Cruz’s  3rd,  and  one  at  Fortuna  17  Jun  (Bar- 
bara Caman,  ph.  SMcA,  DFx,  MWa,  JCP)  was 
Humboldt’s  3rd. 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  GRACKLES 

A California  Towhee  at  Ocean  Meadows  1 
Jun-2  Jul  (KHv)  was  a very  rare  find  for 
coastal  Mendocino.  A Clay-colored  Sparrow 
was  singing  18  Jim  w.  of  Bear  River  Ridge, 
Humboldt  (SMcA,  COg).  A Black-throated 
Sparrow  in  Martis  Valley,  Placer  2 Jul  (Ron 
Pozzi)  was  presumably  moving  through,  as 
this  species  is  not  known  to  breed  at  this  loca- 
tion and  the  bird  could  not  be  re-found  on 
subsequent  days.  Four  summering  White- 
throated  Sparrows  may  be  an  unprecedented 
total  for  the  Region.  These  included  one  in 
Hopland,  Mendocino  28  jun  (RJK),  2 along 
Larkin  Valley  Rd.,  Santa  Cruz  early-26  Jul 
(ph.  Cathy  & Jack  Bradley),  and  one  in  Ben 
Lomond,  Santa  Cruz  18  Jul-4  Aug  (ph.  Ann  & 
Jim  Williams).  Continuing  the  theme  of  sum- 
mering Zonotrichia:  a White-crowned  Sparrow 
was  at  Coyote  Creek  Field  Station,  Santa  Clara 
18  Jun  (pugetensis;  b.  S.EB.B.O.),  another  was 
in  Alviso,  Santa  Clara  28  Jul  (Laurie  Graham, 
Anne  Kelly),  and  a Golden-crowned  Sparrow 
was  at  Camp  Roberts,  Monterey  27  jun-3  Jul 
(ph.  Josh  Scollen,  b.  VW.S.). 

Our  15  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  reports  was 
the  lowest  total  in  at  least  the  past  two  decades, 
while  the  14  Indigo  Buntings  was  the  highest 
total  for  that  same  period.  Trinity  reported  its 
first  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  in  Weaverville  2-4 
Jun  (Anne  Houle,  JLx).  The  presence  of  2 in 
Tuolumne,  with  one  in  Groveland  10-11  Jun 
(ph.  William  Zachman)  and  another  in  Belle- 
view  Oaks  30  Jun  (tRandi  Nedom),  was  re- 
markable. Indigo  Buntings  away  from  the  coast 
included  one  at  C.R.E  22  Jun  (Dan  Williams), 
an  imm.  male  at  Markwood  Meadow,  Fresno 
26-27  Jun  (Alisa  Fogg,  Rebecca  Tietz,  JTz),  and 
Siskiyou’s  first  or  2nd  along  Mathews  Cr.  26-27 
Jun  (RbF).  A flyover  Bobolink  at  Granite  R.R  1 
Jun  (TCo)  was  Sacramento’s  2nd.  Another 
Bobolink  was  in  lower  Carmel  Valley,  Monterey 
11-13  Jul  (Dan  & Inga  Lebeaune,  BHl  et  al). 
Sierra’s  first  Common  Crackle,  pending  accept- 
ance by  the  C.B.R.C.,  was  at  Bassett’s  Station  26 
Jun  (Terry  Coddington,  Karen  DeMello,  Jan 
Hintermeister,  ph.  JMMc).  Trinity,  which  this 
spring  became  the  last  California  county  to 
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record  Great-tailed  Grackle,  followed  up  quick- 
ly with  its  first  grackle  breeding  record  at  Ruth 
L.  9-19  Jun  (ph.  TWLJSL). 

Corrigendum:  In  North  American  Birds  62:  148 
the  date  span  for  San  Benito’s  Palm  Warbler 
should  be  25-26  Aug,  not  25-26  Oct.  This  is  the 
earliest  fall  record  for  California  by  six  days. 

Cited  observers  (county  coordinators  in 
boldace):  Ken  Able,  Roger  Adamson  (Yolo), 
David  Armstrong,  Alan  D.  Barron  (Del  Norte), 
Murray  Berner  (Napa),  William  G.  Bousman 
(Santa  Clara),  Matthew  Brady,  Beverly  Brock, 
Ken  Burton,  Eric  R.  Caine,  Scott  Carey,  Rita 
Carratello,  Dennis  Cavallo,  George  E.  Chaniot, 
Josiah  Clark,  Terry  Colborn,  DaryT  Coldren, 
Luke  W.  Cole  (Kings),  Chris  Conard  (Sacra- 
mento), Hugh  Cotter,  Rudy  Darling  (Nevada), 
Jeff  N.  Davis  (Madera),  A1  DeMartini,  Bruce  E. 
Deuel  (n.  C.V  counties),  Peter  Drainer,  Jon  L. 
Dunn,  Todd  Easterla,  Mark  W.  Eaton  (San 
Francisco),  Alan  M.  Eisner,  Ray  Ekstrom 
(Siskiyou),  Elias  Elias,  Andrew  Engilis,  Jules  G. 
Evens,  Gil  C.  Ewing,  Eric  Feuss,  Brian  Fitch, 
David  Fix,  Rob  Fowler  (RbF;  Humboldt),  James 
H.  Gain,  Steve  Gerow  (Santa  Cruz),  Steve  A. 
Glover  (Contra  Costa),  Karen  A.  Havlena,  Lynn 
Hemink,  Bill  Hill,  Bob  Hirt,  Justin  Hite,  Craig 


Hohenberger,  Alan  S.  Hopkins,  Debbie  House, 
Steven  N.  G.  Howell,  Lisa  Hug,  John  E.  Hunter 
(Trinity),  Ken  Irwin,  Richard  G.  Jeffers,  David 
A.  Jensen,  Robert  J.  Keiffer  (Mendocino),  Kim 
Kuska,  Peter  LaTourrette,  Cathy  LaZier,  Robin 
L.  C.  Leong  (Solano),  Tom  W.  Leskiw,  Bob 
Lewis,  Cindy  Lieurance,  Leslie  Lieurance,  John 
Lockhart,  Calvin  Lou,  John  S.  Luther,  Michael 
J.  Mammoser,  Dean  Manley,  Blake  T.  Mathe- 
son,  Sean  McAllister,  J.  Mac  McCormick 
(Plumas  and  Sierra),  Chris  McCreedy,  Peter  J. 
Metropulos  (San  Mateo),  Kristie  N.  Nelson 
(Mono),  Chet  Ogan,  Frances  Oliver  (San 
Joaquin),  Kris  Olson,  Ed  Pandolfino  (Placer), 
Kathy  Parker,  Benjamin  D.  Parmeter,  Janna 
Pauser,  Gary  W.  Potter  (Fresno),  Jude  C.  Pow- 
er, David  E.  Quady,  Robert  J.  Richmond 
(Alameda),  Michael  E Rippey,  Don  Roberson 
(Monterey),  Kathy  Robertson,  Michael  M. 
Rogers,  Deren  Ross,  Kerry  G.  Ross,  Stephen  C. 
Rottenborn,  Ruth  A.  Rudesill  (Sonoma),  Rob 
Santry,  Paul  Saraceni,  Rusty  Scalf,  Jeff  Seay,  De- 
bra L.  Shearwater,  Jim  H.  Snowden,  Rich  Stall- 
cup,  John  C.  Sterling  (Modoc,  Alpine,  and 
Calaveras),  Tim  Steurer  (Amador  and  El  Dora- 
do), Brad  Stovall  (Lassen),  Emilie  Strauss, 
Craig  Strong,  David  L.  Suddjian  (Santa  Cniz), 
Brian  L.  Sullivan,  Steven  D.  Summers  (Tulare), 
Chris  Tenney,  Ryan  Terrill  (Marin),  Ronald  S. 


Thorn,  James  R.  Tietz  (EL),  Dorothy  Tobkin, 
John  Trochet,  Mike  Tyner,  Steve  Umland 
(Tuolumne),  Chuck  E.  Vaughn,  Ann  Verdi, 
Kent  Van  Vuren  (Merced  and  San  Benito), 
David  Vander  Pluym  (Mariposa),  Matt  Wachs, 
Jeff  H.  Wall,  Brian  J.  Weed,  Jerry  R.  White 
(Lake),  Denise  S.  Wight,  Brian  D.  C.  Williams, 
Jared  Wolfe,  Gary  Woods,  David  G.  Yee,  Bob  & 
Carol  Yutzy  (Shasta).  Many  more  observers  are 
not  specifically  cited;  all  are  appreciated.  tQ 


Michael  M.  Rogers 

(Waterfowl  to  Quail,  Herons  to  Shorebirds) 

499  Novato  Avenue,  Sunnyvale,  California  94086 
(m.m.rogers@comcast.net) 

Steven  A.  Glover 
(Doves  to  Wrentit) 

6526  Conestoga  Lane,  Dublin,  California  94568 
(countylines@sbcglobaLnet) 

Ed  Pandolfino 
(Thrashers  to  Finches) 

5530  Deirose  Court 
Carmichael,  California  95608 
(erpfromca@aoLcom) 

Stephen  C.  Rottenborn 

(Loons  to  Frigatebirds,  Larids  to  Alcids) 

983  University  Avenue,  Building  0 
Los  Gatos,  California  95032 
(srottenborn@harveyecology.com) 
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This  summer  saw  few  highlights  in  the 
Region,  although  a long-staying  Red- 
necked Stint  and  two  different  Bridled 
Terns  were  certainly  noteworthy.  It  appears  to 
have  been  a moderately  successful  nesting 
season  for  landbirds  in  most  areas,  a refresh- 
ing change  from  last  summer’s  dismal 
drought-impacted  season.  Colonial  water- 
birds  continued  to  exhibit  considerable  dy- 
namism in  their  colony  locations  and  success 
rates.  Weather  patterns  were  generally  typi- 
cal, although  many  desert  areas  received  far 
more  monsoonal  precipitation  than  normal. 

Abbreviations:  B.S.  (Butterbredt  Spring  at  the 
s.  end  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  above  Cantil,  e. 
Kern);  C.L.  (China  Lake  Naval  Air  Weapons 
Station,  extreme  ne.  Kern);  G.H.P.  (Galileo  Hill 
Park  in  extreme  e.  Kem);  N.E.S.S.  (n.  end  of  the 
Salton  Sea,  Riverside);  PM.N.A.S.  (Point  Mugu 
Naval  Air  Station,  Ventura);  PP.  (Piute  Ponds  on 
Edwards  A.EB.,  n.e.  Los  Angeles);  S.C.R.E. 
(Santa  Clara  River  Estuary  near  Ventura,  Ventu- 
ra); S.E.S.S.  (s.  end  of  the  Salton  Sea,  Imperial); 
SDNHM  (San  Diego  Natural  History  Museum). 
Because  most  rarities  in  s.  California  are  seen 
by  multiple  observers,  only  the  observer(s)  ini- 
tially finding  and/or  identifying  the  bird  are  in- 
cluded. Documentation  for  species  on  the  Cal- 
ifornia Bird  Records  Committee  (C.B.R.C.)  re- 
view list  (see  <www.californiabirds.org>)  is  for- 
warded to  the  C.B.R.C.  Secretary  and  archived 
at  the  Western  Eoundation  of  Vertebrate  Zool- 
ogy in  Camarillo. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  BOOBIES 

Up  to  3 Eulvous  Whistling-Ducks  at  S.E.S.S. 
5-19  Jun,  with  one  remaining  through  8 Aug 
(GMcC),  were  probably  the  same  birds  found 
there  24  May.  Every  year,  a few  wild  geese  join 
domestic  waterfowl  at  parks  and  golf  courses 
within  this  Region,  with  some  remaining 
through  the  summer;  however,  a Greater 
White-fronted  Goose  on  Santa  Rosa  1.  1 Jul 


(KL)  was  unexpected,  and  a Greater  White- 
fronted  and  a Cackling  Goose  together  at  Sun- 
beam L.  near  Seeley,  Imperial  1 Nov-31  Jul+ 
(GMcC)  are  the  first  of  each  to  successfully 
summer  at  the  Salton  Sink.  The  Tundra  Swan 
that  arrived  in  California  City,  Kern  during  the 
fall  of  2004  remained  into  its  4th  summer 
(AEK).  A worn  and  faded  male  Eurasian 
Wigeon  at  S.E.S.S.  12  Jul  (GMcC)  was  un- 
doubtedly summering  locally.  Single  Canvas- 
backs,  rare  in  summer,  were  at  N.E.S.S.  3 Jul 
(RMcK)  and  S.E.S.S.  26Jun-31  Jul+  (GMcC). 
Single  Harlequin  Ducks  at  Morro  Bay,  Snn  Luis 
Obispo  1 Jun-21  Jul  (TME)  and  near  Cayucos, 
San  Luis  Obispo  21  Jun-26  Jul  (TME)  were 
both  obviously  summering  locally.  Eour  Surf 
Scoters  at  S.E.S.S.  16  May-3  Jul,  with  one  still 
present  28  Jul  (GMcC),  were  inland.  A Long- 
tailed Duck  at  Port  San  Luis,  San  Luis  Obispo 
25  May-16  Jun  (MLS),  and  another  in  Santa 
Barbara  2 Jul  QH)  were  probably  attempting 
to  summer  locally.  Summering  Common 
Goldeneye  included  single  birds  at  Tecopa, 
Inyo  4 Jun  (L&CL),  Baker,  Scin  Bernardino  1 
Jun  (TB),  s.  San  Diego  Bay  20  Jun-6  Aug 
(RTP)  and  at  S.E.S.S.  28  Jul  (GMcC). 

A Common  Loon  at  S.E.S.S.  9-11  Jul 
(HBK)  is  one  of  a very  few  found  on  the 


Salton  Sea  in  summer.  The  Yellow-billed 
Loon  found  on  L.  Havasu,  San  Bernardino  11 
Jan  was  still  present  12  Jul  (PEL),  so  clearly 
summering  locally.  A Horned  Grebe  at 
PM.N.A.S.  28Jun-ll  Jul  (AS)  provides  one  of 
a very  few  records  for  summer  in  s.  Califor- 
nia. A Red-necked  Grebe  at  Morro  Bay  20-21 
Jul  (TK)  is  the  first  to  be  found  in  s.  Califor- 
nia at  this  time  of  the  year.  Three  Laysan  Al- 
batross seen  during  a 2-5  Jun  pelagic  trip  into 


deep  water  off  s.  California  (JSE,  TH)  were  in 
areas  where  probably  regular.  An  out-of-sea- 
son and  nearshore  Buller’s  Shearwater  was  at 
Pt.  Dume,  Los  Angeles  14  Jun  (KLG).  Pour 
Red-billed  Tropiebirds  sw.  of  San  Clemente  1. 
20  Jul  QSF,  TH)  were  over  waters  where  un- 
doubtedly regular  at  this  time  of  the  year.  Sin- 
gle Brown  Boobies  were  at  La  Jolla,  San  Diego 
26  Jun  (SES)  and  22.4  km  w.  of  Mission  Bay, 
Sun  Diego  26  Jul  (TH). 

HERONS  THROUGH  RAILS 

The  Little  Blue  Heron  found  at  Playa  del  Rey 
Los  Angeles  remained  through  21  Jul  (KGL). 
A Tricolored  Heron,  a rare  vagrant  to  the 
Salton  Sink,  was  at  S.E.S.S.  25  Jul-1  Aug 
(GMcC).  Reddish  Egrets  at  PM.N.A.S.  11-28 
Jul  (DP),  in  Goleta,  Santa  Barbara  16  Jul-15 
Sep  (RM),  and  at  the  Santa  Ynez  R.  mouth, 
Santa  Barbara  24  Jul-19  Sep  (LoL)  were  the 
only  ones  n.  of  Sun  Diego  and  Orange,  where 
now  considered  rare  but  regular.  The  pair  of 
Yellow-crowned  Night-Herons  in  Imperial 
Beach,  San  Diego  since  2005,  successfully 
fledged  3 young  in  early  Jul  (GMcC);  in  addi- 
tion a subad.  was  in  Imperial  Beach  5-7  Jul 
(PEL),  and  an  ad.  was  near  the  San  Diego  R. 
mouth  8-15  Jul  (BM).  The  earliest  of  the  post- 


breeding Wood  Storks  to  reach  S.E.S.S.  were  6 
on  17  Jun  (RC),  increasing  to  a high  count  of 
22  on  28  Jun  (KR,  SB). 

A Harris’s  Hawk  near  Aguanga,  Riverside  30 
Jun-13  Jul  (FB,  DWA),  which  may  have  been 
the  same  bird  present  Sep  2006-Feb  2007, 
and  another  near  Bonita,  San  Diego  27  Jun-1 
Jul  (RG),  were  both  on  the  coastal  slope  out- 
side this  species’  historic  range.  A Red-shoul- 
dered Hawk  at  Bluff  L.  in  the  San  Bernardino 


This  juvenile  Reddish  Egret,  photographed  on  21  July  2008,  was  discovered  in  Goleta,  Santa  Barbara  County,  California  five 
days  earlier  and  remained  into  August.  Photograph  by  Hugh  Ranson. 
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Black  Turnstones  are  rarely  found  inland,  so  this  adult  at  Obsidian  Butte  at  the  south  end  of  the  Salton  Sea,  Imperial  County 
on  28  luly  2008  was  of  note.  Photograph  by  Don  Roberson. 


Mts.  21  Jun  QEP)  was  at  an  unusually  high  el- 
evation (2100  m).  A Swainsons  Hawk  near 
Bard,  Imperial  2 Jul  (DRW)  was  unexpected, 
considering  the  date.  A Crested  Caracara  in 
the  Tijuana  R.  valley,  San  Diego  15-31  Jul-t- 
(TME,  GMcC)  was  no  doubt  the  same  bird 
present  off  and  on  since  Sep  2006.  Single  call- 
ing Black  Rails  at  a “wetland  mitigation  site” 
30  km  e.  of  Calexico,  Imperial  10  Jun-2  Jul 
(DRW)  and  at  S.E.S.S.  10  Jul  (KR,  SB)  suggest 
that  this  secretive  species  is  breeding  in  the 
marshes  developing  at  these  sites. 

SHOREBIRDS 

Black-and-white  oystercatchers  of  uncertain 
parentage  were  at  Anacapa  1.  7 Jun  (FSF)  and 
Santa  Cruz  I.  4 Jul  (NG).  A male  American 
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Golden-Plover  in  alternate  plumage  at 
RM.N.A.S.  7 Jul  (AS)  was  exceptional,  as  ads. 
of  this  species  are  virtually  unknown  on  the 
coast  of  s.  California  in  fall.  A Pacific  Golden- 
Plover  at  Owens  L.  20  Jul  (SLS)  was  only  the 
3rd  ever  to  be  found  in  Inyo.  Due  to  late-stay- 
ing snow  in  the  Arctic,  the  start  of  shorebird 
nesting  was  one  or  two  weeks  later  than  aver- 
age in  western  Alaska  (T.  G.  Tobish,  pers. 
com.),  resulting  in  most  of  the  Arctic  breeding 
species  arriving  in  s.  California  later  than  nor- 
mal. However,  it  also  appears  some  may  have 
failed  to  nest,  resulting  in  earlier-than-expect- 
ed  arrival  of  a few  individuals,  such  as  single 
Greater  Yellowlegs  in  San  Diego  15  Jun  (PEL) 
and  at  S.E.S.S.  19  Jun  (GMcC),  a Red  Knot 
and  a Pectoral  Sandpiper  at  S.E.S.S.  on  19  and 


26  Jun,  respectively  (GMcC),  and  2 Short- 
billed Dowitchers  there  19  Jun  (GMcC). 

An  exceptionally  early  Solitary  Sandpiper 
at  N.E.S.S.  3 Jul  (RMcK)  was  followed  by  4 
more  scattered  throughout  the  Region  24-28 
Jul.  A Wandering  Tattler,  rare  to  casual  in- 
land, was  at  S.E.S.S.  25  Jul  (KLG);  one  on  San 
Clemente  1.  23  Jun  QTS)  and  2 in  Laguna 
Beach,  Orange  7 Jul  (RS)  appeared  to  be  sum- 
mering locally.  The  earliest  fall  migrant  Rud- 
dy Turnstone  at  the  Salton  Sea  was  one  at 
S.E.S.S.  13  Jul  (TMcG)  followed  by  at  least  6 
by  the  end  of  the  period.  A Black  Turnstone, 
very  rare  inland,  was  at  S.E.S.S.  28  Jul 
(GMcC).  Up  to  19  Surfbirds  on  s.  San  Diego 
Bay  26-28  Jul  (MS)  were  early  fall  migrants 
away  from  the  expected  rocky  coast  habitat. 
Reports  of  ad.  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  in- 
cluded single  birds  at  RM.N.A.S.  20  Jul  (AS), 
Owens  L.  20  Jul  (SES),  and  at  S.E.S.S.  25  Jul 
(GMcC),  and  the  earliest  of  the  5 juvs.  was 
one  at  Owens  L.  27  Jul  (SES).  An  ad.  Red- 
necked Stint  on  s.  San  Diego  Bay  23  Jul-27 
Aug  (MS)  was  the  7th  found  in  s.  California 
and  the  first  ever  in  San  Diego.  Ad.  Baird’s 
Sandpipers  were  in  Blythe,  Riverside  12  Jul 
(RH),  and  Santa  Maria  21  Jul  (MPB),  and  the 
earliest  of  the  juvs.  was  one  near  Lancaster, 
Los  Angeles  29  Jul  (MSanM).  Up  to  2 Stilt 
Sandpipers  at  RM.N.A.S.  17-24  Jul  (AS)  and 
single  birds  in  Long  Beach,  Los  Angeles  12 
(KSG)  & 26-27  Jul  (TEW)  were  on  the  coast, 
where  rare. 

GULLS  THROUGH  MURRELETS 

A late  migrant  Franklin’s  Gull  was  at  Baker  7 
Jun  (TB),  but  one  at  Owen’s  L.  1 Jul  QLD)  was 
probably  summering  locally.  A Laughing  Gull 
at  Blythe  6 Jul  (RH)  coincided  with  a major 
influx  into  the  Salton  Sink.  As  many  as  4 ad. 
Heermann’s  Gulls  remained  inland  around 
S.E.S.S.  through  the  period,  and  up  to  2 
hatch-year  birds  that  had  undoubtedly  moved 
northward  from  the  Gulf  of  California  were 
there  16-31  Jul-r  (GMcC).  A Mew  Gull  at 
Chula  Vista,  San  Diego  4 May-13  Jul  (PEL) 
was  evidently  summering  locally.  Over  fifty 
pairs  of  California  Gulls  nested  with  good 
success  at  S.E.S.S.  (KCM).  Herring  Gulls  are 
surprisingly  rare  in  s.  California  in  summer, 
so  an  ad.  near  Pt.  Piedras  Blancas,  San  Luis 
Obispo  20  Jun  (TME)  was  noteworthy. 

The  Bridled  Tern  at  the  Santa  Margarita  R. 
mouth,  San  Diego  remained  through  17  Jun 
(BF),  but  even  more  remarkable  was  another 
inland  at  S.E.S.S.  7 Jul-24  Aug  (KCM).  Up  to 
6 Least  Terns  were  around  S.E.S.S.  through  11 
Jul  (GMcC),  with  an  ad.  and  a hatch-year  bird 
together  on  the  last  date  suggestive  of  local 
nesting;  elsewhere  inland,  single  birds  were  at 
Klondike  L.,  Inyo  8 Jul  (T&JH),  RE  9 Jun 


This  photograph  of  a Craveri's  Murrelet  at  32.48°  N,  1 18.86°  W,  southwest  of  San  Clemente  Island,  California  on  20  July  2008 
shows  the  black  on  the  head  extending  down  to  the  base  of  the  lower  mandible,  a character  that  differentiates  it  from  the 
more  commonly  occurring  Xantus's  Murrelet.  Photograph  by  Thomas  A.  Blackman. 
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This  lost  male  Blackpoll  Warbler  was  on  Santa  Barbara  Island  on  the  unexpected  date  of  12  July  2008.  Photograph  by 

Laurie  Harvey. 


(MSanM),  and  Blythe  21  Jun  (RH).  Fewer  than 
150  pairs  of  Gull-billed  Terns  nested  at 
S.E.S.S.,  with  moderate  overall  success  (KCM); 
2 or  3 remained  in  Orange  through  Jul  (DRW). 
Caspian  Terns  were  highly  successful  at 
S.E.S.S.,  with  over  1500  nesting  pairs  (KCM). 
Elegant  Terns  nesting  in  s.  San  Diego  Bay  aban- 
doned over  3100  eggs  and  left  the  county  be- 
tween 23  and  26  Apr  (RTF);  the  reasons  for  the 
abandonment  are  unclear  but  probably  includ- 
ed the  presence  of  predators  at  the  nesting 
area.  Many  of  these  same  birds  re-nested  at 
Bolsa  Chica,  Orange  and  in  Los  Angeles  Har- 
bor, Los  Angeles  later  in  the  season.  Inland,  sin- 
gle Elegants  were  at  S.E.S.S.  12  (KCM)  & 26 
Jun  (GMcC).  A first-summer  Common  Tern  at 
Rosamond,  Kent  22  Jun  (MSanM)  may  have 
been  summering  locally,  but  2 at  S.E.S.S.  19  Jul 
(SNGH,  BED)  were  early  fall  migrants.  Some 
250  pairs  of  Black  Skimmers  at  S.E.S.S.  had 
only  limited  nesting  success  (KCM). 

The  sighting  of  11  South  Polar  Skuas  dur- 
ing a 2-5  Jun  pelagic  trip  off  s.  California 
(TH)  suggests  how  many  may  be  off  our  coast 
each  spring.  A Common  Murre  at  La  Jolla  16 
Jul  (PEL)  was  quite  far  south  for  this  time  of 
the  year.  An  ad.  Marbled  Murrelet  near  Pt. 
Piedras  Blancas  7 Jul  (RHZ)  was  early  for  this 
far  south.  A Craveri’s  Murrelet  at  32.48°  N, 
118.86°  W,  sw.  of  San  Clemente  1.  20  Jul  QSF, 
TH),  is  one  of  only  a few  reported  in  s.  Cali- 
fornia waters  in  recent  years. 

PIGEOr^S  THROUGH  FLYCATCHERS 

A Band-tailed  Pigeon  on  San  Clemente  1.  27 
Jun  (JTS)  had  wandered  far  from  the  moun- 
tains. A Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  that  hit  a win- 
dow near  Summerland,  Santa  Barbara  22  Jun 
(LW)  and  another  caught  in  Newport  Beach, 
Orange  28  Jun  (DMcG)  were  confused  mi- 
grants, but  one  at  Amargosa  Canyon,  Inyo  4 Jul 
(BA)  and  another  in  the  San  Felipe  Valley,  San 
Diego  17  Jun  (TAB)  were  in  suitable  breeding 
habitat.  A Lesser  Nighthawk  at  RM.N.A.S.  28 
Jul  (AS)  was  a fall  migrant  far  from  any  breed- 
ing areas.  Noteworthy  were  2-3  calling  Whip- 
poor-wills  at  Green  Canyon  in  the  San 
Bernardino  Mts.  9 Jul  (BD);  one  or  2 are  re- 
ported in  the  mountains  of  s.  California  most 
summers,  but  breeding  has  yet  to  be  confirmed. 
The  only  Chimney  Swift  was  one  at  Long  Beach 
17  Jul-5  Aug  (KSG),  but  a dark  Chaetura  at 
Atascadero  L.,  San  Luis  Obispo  1 Jul  QSR)  may 
have  been  a Chimney,  though  Vaux’s  Swifts 
were  photographed  here  last  summer. 

The  comings  and  goings  of  Willow  Fly- 
catchers in  the  Region  can  be  difficult  to  in- 
terpret. Local  breeding  populations  of  the  sub- 
species extimus  are  highly  endangered;  for  ex- 
ample, only  one  nesting  pair  was  present  this 
year  in  the  Prado  Basin,  San  Bernardi- 


no/Riverside OEP).  and  3 singing  birds  along 
the  Owens  R.  near  Bishop  28  Jun-16  Jul 
(J&DP)  were  in  an  area  where  few  breed. 
Spring  migrants,  most  representing  the  more 
common  w.  subspecies  brewsteri,  are  routinely 
found  through  the  3rd  week  of  Jun,  exempli- 
fied by  3 at  S.E.S.S.  19  Jun  (GMcC).  But  what 
do  we  make  of  one  at  P.R  5 Jul  (MSanM)?  Fi- 
nally, birds  presumed  to  be  early  fall  migrants 
were  at  Lake  Forest,  Orange  26  Jul  (LuL)  and 
at  Salton  Sea  N.W.R.  28  Jul  (GMcC).  A re- 
turning wintering  Gray  Flycatcher  was  in 
Brawley,  Imperial  on  the  early  date  of  26  Jul 
(CMcF).  Late  spring  migrant  Pacific-slope 
Flycatchers  were  at  G.H.P.  25  Jun  (K&BK) 
and  near  El  Centro  20-26  Jun  (KZK).  Ash- 
throated  Flycatchers  possibly  nested  near 
Brawley,  with  a pair  present  19  Jun-16  Jul 
(GMcC).  Brown-crested  Flycatcher  pairs  were 
recorded  at  two  areas  ne.  of  Bard,  Imperial 
(DRW);  this  species  has  greatly  declined  on 
the  Lower  Colorado  River.  A Cassin’s  Kingbird 
at  EC.R.  5 Jun  (L&CL)  was  unexpected  at  that 
locality.  The  returning  female  Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher  remained  in  Twentynine  Palms, 
San  Bernardino  through  12  Jul  (TM). 

ViREOS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Casual  in  spring,  a White-eyed  Vireo  was 
singing  at  2460  m in  the  Buttermilk  Hills  w.  of 
Bishop  15  Jun  O&DP)-  The  Bell’s  Vireos  in 
Big  Pine  noted  in  the  Spring  report  (Inyo’s  first 
nesting  since  1891)  continued,  with  an  ad. 
feeding  a fledgling  vireo  and  a young  cowbird 
12  Jun  (DJH)  and  a 2nd  nesting  attempt  in 
the  area  in  Jul.  Night  roosts  of  several  hun- 
dred Common  Ravens  at  Irvine  Regional 
Park,  Orange  have  long  been  known  in  win- 
ter, but  counts  by  NAG  of  235  on  7 Jun  and 


250  on  7 Jul  seemed  high  for  midsummer.  En- 
couraging was  the  continued  presence  of 
small  colonies  of  nesting  Purple  Martins  in 
the  Cajon  Pass  area  of  San  Benmrdino:  12  (in- 
cluding juvs.)  were  at  Lost  L.  23  Jul  (TB), 
these  presumably  from  two  nearby  colonies 
harboring  up  to  eight  pairs  (DG).  A Red- 
breasted Nuthatch  in  Ridgecrest  17  Jul  (LLa) 
was  at  an  odd  time  of  year  for  the  desert  low- 
lands. A Golden-crowned  Kinglet  at  G.H.P  6 
Jun  (K&BK)  was  the  latest  ever  recorded  for 
e.  Kem.  Two  California  Gnatcatchers,  includ- 
ing a hatch-year  bird,  were  along  lower  Cajon 
Cr.,  San  Bernardino  13  Jul  (DG).  An  American 
Robin  near  El  Centro  16  Jun-8  Jul  (KZK)  was 
unexpected  there  in  midsummer. 

The  six  May  Northern  Parulas  were  fol- 
lowed by  birds  in  Santa  Barbara  at  Montecito 
12  Jun  OEL)  and  Santa  Barbara  23  Jun  (RFC), 
in  Los  Angeles  14  Jun  (DS),  and  on  the  n. 
deserts  at  B.S.  1 Jun  (TEM),  C.L.  7 Jun  (SLS), 
and  in  Inyo  at  Amargosa  16  Jun  (SF),  w.  of 
Bishop  20  Jun  (AMS),  and  Birchim  Canyon  n. 
of  Bishop  5 Jul  O&DP).  Late  spring  Dcndroica 
vagrants  from  e.  North  America  included  a fe- 
male Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  on  Pt. 
Loma  6 Jun  (TE),  a Magnolia  Warbler  at 
G.H.P  12  Jun  (K&BK),  a Blackburnian  War- 
bler at  B.S.  7-8  Jun  (AH),  and  a Yellow-throat- 
ed Warbler  on  the  San  Diego  Zoo  grounds  13 
Jun  (TRS).  A Yellow-rumped  Warbler  in 
Brawley  19  Jun  (GMcC)  was  the  first  in  Jun 
for  the  Salton  Sink.  A very  late  Townsend’s 
Warbler  was  in  Griffith  Park,  Los  Angeles  11 
Jun  (DSC).  Nesting  Hermit  Warblers  were 
documented  in  the  San  Jacinto  Mts.,  on  the 
Devil’s  Slide  Trail  21  Jun  (NAG)  and  near 
Black  Mountain  Campground  9 Jul  (PU).  A 
male  Blackpoll  Warbler,  casual  in  spring,  was 
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at  Cayucos,  San  Luis  Obispo  8 Jun  (TME),  and 
another  male  was  on  Santa  Barbara  I.  on  the 
exceptional  date  of  12  Jul  (LH).  Black-and- 
white  Warblers  were  at  Old  Mission  Dam, 
near  Santee,  Scin  Diego  18  Jun  (BC)  and  at 
G.H.P.  12-13  Jun  (K&BK).  Late  American 
Redstarts  were  near  Cantil,  Kern  8 Jun 
(MSanM),  G.H.P.  12  Jun  (K&BK),  and  in 
Amargosa  Canyon  23  Jun  (SF).  A Northern 
Waterthrush  was  on  Santa  Cruz  I.  12  Jun 
(OJ).  A singing  MacGillivray’s  Warbler  s.  of 
Westmoreland,  Imperial  23  Jun  (TC)  was  the 
first  to  be  found  in  Jun  in  the  Salton  Sink.  A 
Common  Yellowthroat  with  juvs.  29  Jul  at 
C.L.  (SLS)  established  a new  nesting  location 
for  Kern.  A Hooded  Warbler  was  at  G.H.P  1 
Jun  (L&CL),  and  a Canada  Warbler — casual 
in  California  in  spring — was  at  California 
City  1 Jun  (MSanM).  A Wilson’s  Warbler  at 
Castaic  Lagoon,  Los  Angeles  2 Jul  (BED)  was 
away  from  any  known  breeding  sites.  The 
summering  Painted  Redstart  at  Agua  Duke 
Campground  in  the  Laguna  Mts.,  San  Diego 
remained  through  at  least  29  Jun  (RG). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Summer  Tanagers  nested  at  the  Rancho  Santa 
Ana  Botanic  Garden  in  Claremont,  Los  Angeles, 
with  young  observed  being  fed  on  27  Jul 
(W&LF,  TM);  wandering  birds  were  at  Del 
Mar,  San  Diego  3 Jun  (DH),  G.H.P.  13  Jun 
(K&BK),  Inyokern,  Kern  1 Jul  (BBa),  and 
Thurman  Flats  n.  of  Yucaipa,  San  Bernardino 
19  Jul  (HBK).  A singing  Clay-colored  Sparrow 
on  San  Clemente  1.  18  Jun  was  a remarkably 
late  spring  vagrant  (JPG,  JTS).  Eleven  Savan- 
nah Sparrows,  apparently  breeding,  were 
found  at  L.  Hemet  in  the  San  Jacinto  Mts., 
Riverside  20  Jun  (PU)  as  part  of  the  SDNHM’s 
survey  of  these  mountains,  marking  the  cen- 
tennial of  Joseph  Grinnell  and  the  Museum  of 
Vertebrate  Zoology’s  survey  work  early  last 
century.  Forty  Large-billed  Savannah  Sparrows 
at  S.E.S.S.  26  Jun  (GMcC)  was  a large  number 
for  so  early  in  the  post-breeding  dispersal  peri- 
od. A Dark-eyed  (Oregon)  Junco  singing  in 
planted  pines  in  Irvine,  Orange  1 Jun  (LJ)  sug- 


gests breeding  at  that  coastal  lowland  locality; 
one  on  San  Clemente  I.  2 Jun  (MGH);  estab- 
lished the  latest  spring  record  for  the  island. 

Scattered  summer  records  of  Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks  in  the  Region  are  the  norm;  this 
year,  6 were  found  at  coastal  localities  2-16 
Jun,  and  5 were  on  the  n.  deserts  7-23  Jun; 
others  were  in  Bakersfield  2 Jim  QB),  near  El 
Centro  18Jun  (KZK),  and  in  the  San  Bernardi- 
no Mts.  at  L.  Arrowhead  8 Jul  (MSt).  A Black- 
headed Grosbeak  at  G.H.P  27  Jun  was  the  lat- 
est ever  in  spring  in  e.  Kern;  a singing  male 
near  Niland,  Imperial  10  Jun  (GMcC)  was  un- 
usual in  summer  there,  and  one  near  El  Cen- 
tro 10  Jul  (KZK)  was  likely  a fall  migrant.  An 
expected  scattering  of  Indigo  Buntings  oc- 
curred in  the  Region,  with  Inyo  being  the  epi- 
center: a total  of  5 males  and  a female  at  four 
sites  in  or  near  Owens  Valley,  plus  3 males  and 
nest-building  female  in  Amargosa  Canyon 
(SF).  A striking  male  Dickcissel  was  in 
Birchim  Canyon  n.  of  Bishop  7 Jun  (J&DP). 

Bronzed  Cowbirds  at  the  periphery  of  their 
range  included  a male  in  Borrego  Springs  28- 
29  Jul  (PRJ)  and  a male  and  female  in  Twenty- 
nine  Palms  24  Jul  (BBo).  Three  Pine  Siskins  in 
Los  Osos,  San  Luis  Obispo  7 Jul  (GPS)  were 
suggestive  of  local  nesting.  Six  Lesser 
Goldfinches  near  Niland  26  Jun  (GMcC)  pos- 
sibly represented  a family  group;  this  species 
nests  only  sporadically  in  the  Salton  Sink.  Red 
Crossbills  were  felt  to  have  been  relatively 
common  and  widespread  in  San  Gabriel  Mts. 
this  summer  (JSF,  KLG),  and  birds  were  found 
yet  again  this  summer  in  planted  pines  in  the 
Antelope  and  Mojave  R.  valleys  of  Los  Ange- 
les/San Bernardino.  The  Cassin’s  Finch  inva- 
sion of  the  previous  winter  and  spring  on  the 
e.  Kern  deserts  wrapped  up  with  the  last  sight- 
ing of  a single  bird  at  Inyokern  11  Jul  (PG). 
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Debbie  McGuire,  Robert  McKernan,  Thomas 
Miko,  Betsy  Miller,  Roger  Millikan,  Kathy  C. 
Molina,  Jim  and  Debby  Parker  Q&DP), 
Robert  T.  Patton,  Dave  Pereksta,  James  E. 
Pike,  Keegan  Raney,  Jim  S.  Royer,  Matt  Sad- 
owski,  Mike  San  Miguel,  Adam  Searcy,  Rick 
Shearer,  Aaron  M.  Simon,  Gregory  P.  Smith, 
Maggie  L.  Smith,  Susan  E.  Smith,  Justyn  T. 
Stahl  (San  Clemente  I.),  Trent  R.  Stanley,  Su- 
san L.  Steele,  Marilyn  Stephens  (MSt),  Don 
Sterba,  Phil  Unitt,  Eric  Waian,  Lawrence 
Wallin,  Douglas  R.  Willick  (Orange),  John  C. 
Wilson  (Kern),  Thomas  E.  Wurster,  Roger  H. 
Zachary.  An  additional  25±  observers  who 
could  not  be  individually  acknowledged  sub- 
mitted reports;  all  have  our  thanks. 


Guy  McCaskie,  954  Grove  Avenue 
Imperial  Beach,  California  91932 
(guymcc@pacbell.net) 

Kimball  L.  Garrett 

Natural  History  Museum  of  Los  Angeles  County 

900  Exposition  Boulevard,  Los  Angeles,  California  90007 

(kgarrett@nhm.org) 


The  Friends  of  North  Americon 

Since  its  inception,  the  fund  has  allowed  for  rhany  improvenients  such 

Mailing  in  a protective  wrapper^  insure  its  delivery  in  one  piece.  ^ 

.Increase  In  page  count,  allowing  the  'Addition  of  arti^es  and  special  sections. ' 

IV^ore  color  pages,  allowing  the  addition  or^hoto  Salons. 

All  of  this  has  been  macfe  possible  with  your  geilerous  contributions.  ^ " " 
There  are  fnore  plans  in  the  works  for^futu reissues  but  the  fund  does  need  your  continued  support. 

Donatib^ns  tb^the  "friends  of  fund  can  be  mailed  toi 

The  Friends  of  NAB,  4045  IM.  30tf|  Street,  Suite  200,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80919-3151 
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July  again  proved  to  be  interesting  in  the 
Cape  District,  with  Gulf  of  California 
seabirds,  Mississippi  Kite,  Ruff,  nesting 
Whip-poor-wills  and  Tropical  Kingbirds,  and 
a Dusky-capped  Flycatcher.  In  Baja  California 
this  season.  White-faced  Ibis  was  confirmed 
as  a Regional  nesting  species,  in  the  Sierra  San 
Pedro  Martir,  California  Condors  again  at- 
tempted nesting  and  a Greater  Pewee  was 
found,  and  the  state’s  first  Mangrove  Yellow 
Warblers  were  at  Bahia  de  Los  Angeles. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  JAEGERS 

Tijuana’s  long-staying  Greater  White-fronted 
and  Ross’s  Geese  remained  through  the  sum- 
mer again;  both  were  seen  through  14  Sep 
(MJB,  RAE  et  al.).  A Brant  at  the  Cerro  Prieto 
geothermal  ponds  29  Aug  (ph.  ESM,  MMGS) 
also  probably  summered,  as  Patten  et  al. 
(2003,  Birds  of  the  Salton  Sea)  reported  only 
two  apparent  fall  records  for  the  Salton  Sink, 
both  from  Nov.  There  were  few  reports  of  nest- 
ing waterfowl  this  year,  most  notable  among 
them  being  a female  Cinnamon  Teal  with  10 
ducklings  in  Mexicali  13  May  and  at  least  four 
broods  among  40  Redheads  at  Estero  San  Jose 
21  Jul  (both  RAE).  Unseasonable  waterbirds 
included  a male  Blue-winged  Teal  at  Estero 
Punta  Banda  6 Jun  (RAE),  Red-breasted  Mer- 
gansers at  Estero  Punta  Banda  (female  13  Jul, 
MJB)  and  the  Guerrero  Negro  saltworks  (3  fe- 
males 23  Jun;  RC,  VA),  and  an  Eared  Grebe  at 
Estero  Punta  Banda  5 Jun-13  Jul  (RAE,  MJB). 
Least  Grebes  with  chicks  were  at  Lagunas  de 
Chametla  and  El  Rosario  9-22  Jul  (RAE,  DGE). 

In  the  s.  Gulf  of  California,  evening  sea- 
watching from  Pta.  Arena  was  again  productive 


20-21  Jul  (RAE).  Southbound  (almost  entirely) 
tubenose  counts  included  50/77  Pink-footed, 
2/2  Wedge-tailed,  18/62  Sooty,  13/20 
Townsend’s,  6/4  Black-vented,  and  16/40  small 
dark-and-light  shearwaters;  and  5/2  Wedge- 
rumped,  12/2  Black,  and  140/2  Least  Storm-Pe- 
trels (also  see  stercorariids  below).  The  high- 
light was  a Buller’s  Shearwater  (t)  on  20  Jul,  as 
there  appear  to  be  only  two  previous  state 
records:  one  from  the  Pacific  Ocean  off  the  Viz- 
caino Pen.  in  Jun  1996  and  one  from  the  gulf 
near  Isla  Espiritu  Santo  in  Jul  1979  (Mono- 
graphs in  Field  Ornithology  3:  177,  205).  Far- 
ther n.  in  the  gulf,  however,  Tershy  et  al.  (Con- 
dor 95:  458-464)  reported  birds  at  Canal  de 
Ballenas  in  1983,  1984,  and  1985.  In  1985,  sin- 
gle birds  were  seen  in  Jul,  Aug,  and  Sep.  There 
is  also  an  Aug  1966  specimen  from  the  Salton 
Sea.  Just  n.  of  Pta.  Arena,  tubenoses  were  also 
seen  off  Pta.  Colorada,  from  shore  and  at  sea, 
including  2 Cook’s  Petrels  24  Jul  and  up  to  5 
Wedge-rumped  Storm-Petrels  22-24  Jul  (CKS). 

Three  Pelagic  Cormorants  were  seen  again 
at  Pta.  Cabra,  near  Erendira,  30  Mar,  where 
one  bird  was  seen  gathering  kelp  in  Apr  2005 
(KLW).  Reddish  Egret  surveys  conducted  by 


This  Greater  Pewee  was  at  Parque  National  San  Pedro  Mar- 
tir 1 June  2008,  providing  a first  summer  record  and  second 
regional  record  for  the  Baja  California  Peninsula.  Although 
shape  is  misleading  here,  the  bird's  solid  gray  breast  and 
entirely  orange  mandible  appear  to  clinch  the  identifica- 
tion. Photograph  by  Jorge  Montejo. 


Palacios  et  al.  throughout  w.  Mexico  this  year 
revealed  24  active  nesting  colonies  in  our  Re- 
gion, the  largest  containing  248  pairs  at  I. 
Piedra  in  Laguna  Ojo  de  Liebre.  Four  ads.  at 
I.  San  Martin  19  Apr  were  also  suspected  of 
nesting.  With  the  egrets  at  1.  Piedra  on  20  Jun 
were  4 White  Ibis  believed  to  be  nesting,  n.  of 
their  usual  haunts  (EPa).  Confirmation  of 
nesting  White-faced  Ibis  was  long  overdue  in 
the  Region,  as  thousands  of  birds  are  present 
through  most  of  the  year.  In  an  urban  setting, 
20-r  birds  courting  and  “nest  building”  in  the 
small  marsh  at  Tijuana’s  Parque  de  la  Amistad 
13  May  were  followed  by  15-20  ads.  tending 
five  or  six  broods  of  3 young  each  on  5 Jun 
(ph.  RAE). 

For  the  2nd  consecutive  year,  a pair  of  Cali- 
fornia Condors  made  a failed  nesting  attempt 
in  the  Sierra  San  Pedro  Martir  (fide  HdlC). 
Three  previous  Regional  records  (10  individu- 
als, all  in  the  Cape  District)  spanned  the  period 
1 Oct-24  Mar,  so  an  ad.  Mississippi  Kite  at  Mi- 
raflores  20-21  Jul  (ph.  RAE)  was  most  unex- 
pected. The  species  is  not  known  to  nest  in  the 
tropics,  but  conditions  here  seem  conducive. 
Several  species  of  rare  known-nesting  raptors 
in  the  Region  were  also  observed.  Northern 
Harriers  on  Arroyo  San  Telmo  (male  2 Jun, 
AM)  and  on  the  rapidly  developing  n.  coast  at 
La  Salina  (pair  5 Jun,  RAE)  were  at  traditional 
locations,  as  was  a pair  of  Red-shouldered 
Hawks  that  fledged  3 young  at  Rancho  la  Puer- 
ta,  w.  of  Tecate,  in  Jun  (JS).  Grinnell  (1928,  A 
Distributional  Summation  of  the  Oniithology  of 
Lower  California)  reported  two  instances  of 
Prairie  Falcon  nesting,  one  in  each  state,  and 
we  are  aware  of  none  since.  Two  birds  (a  pair?) 
were  at  Valle  Ojos  Negros  5 May  (RAE). 

Another  of  the  Region’s  rarest  breeding 
species  is  the  Black  Rail.  Eight  singing  males 
were  found  at  Bahia  San  Quintin  in  Mar/Apr 
(MAGB),  but  drought-ravaged  freshwater 
sites  such  as  Arroyo  San  Telmo  were  com- 
pletely dry.  A Wilson’s  Plover  at  Estero  Punta 
Banda  29  Jun  (EDZH)  was  well  n.  of  usual  ar- 
eas on  the  Pacific  coast,  but  there  are  at  least 
three  previous  records  for  the  area  (spanning 
23  May-15  Aug).  The  more  notable  reports  of 
unseasonable  shorebirds  included  350  Black- 
bellied  Plovers  at  Laguna  Guerrero  Negro  26 


C A The  status  of  Baja  California  Sur's  endemic  Belding's  Yeilowthroat  was  recently  summarized  (Bird  Conservation  In- 
^fiternationalK:  219-228, 2008).  Up  to  3 at  El  Oro,  near  El  Rosario,  3 Mar  (RH)  and  9 Jul  (DGE)  were  at  a locality  where 
the  species  was  collected  on  30  Jan  1924  (Field  Museum  of  Natural  History  176557),  but  that  was  inadvertently  omitted 
from  BQ.  This  might  also  be  the  Belding's  Yeilowthroat  location  referred  to  as  El  Triunfo  100  years  ago  and  repeated  in  BO. 
Adults  feeding  young  at  Las  Cuevas  20-21  Jul  (RAE)  were  at  a location  where  birds  had  been  found  only  Oct-Mar  but  were 
not  far  from  "Eureka,"  where  a bird  was  collected  22  Aug  1929  (Museum  of  Vertebrate  Zoology  55902).  Palacios  and  Galin- 
do Espinosa  have  begun  more  thorough  investigations  and  Advocacy  for  the  species.  Most  encouraging  among  their  initial 
findings  is  a population  estimate  of  310  birds  at  Santiago. 
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Among  the  highlights  of  a week-long  expedition  to  the  area,  this  Dusky-capped  Flycatcher  was  photographed  at  La  Laguna, 
Baja  California  Sur  on  1 7 July  2008.  The  only  other  state  records  are  from  the  same  location  in  June  1 896  and  July  2006. 
Photograph  by  David  Krueper. 


Jun  (RC,  VA);  a Greater  Yellowlegs  at  the  Rio 
Guadalupe  estuary  6 Jun  (RAE);  Red  Knots  at 
Laguna  Guerrero  Negro  (195  on  26  May,  150 
on  26  Jun;  VA,  RC,  DV)  and  Laguna  Ojo  de 
Liebre  (256  on  26  May,  NA);  and  Sanderlings 
at  Laguna  Guerrero  Negro  (55  on  26  May;  VA, 
DV)  and  the  Guerrero  Negro  saltworks  (23  on 
23  Jun;  RC,  VA).  An  ad.  male  Ruff,  still  in  par- 
tial alternate  plumage,  at  Lagunas  de  Chamet- 
la  22  Jul  (RAE)  was  presumably  the  same  bird 
that  wintered  there  the  two  previous  years. 

Laughing  Gulls  nested  at  the  Guerrero  Ne- 
gro saltworks  and  1.  Piedra  (EPa,  RC,  PA). 
They  have  nested  at  the  latter  site  since  1992, 
and  nesting  is  now  anticipated  near  La  Paz  at 
Islote  Afegua,  where  Wilson’s  Plovers,  Ameri- 
can Oystercatchers,  Least  and  Caspian  Terns, 
and  Black  Skimmers  have  nested  since  2006 
(EPa).  The  only  stercorariids  reported  were  at 
Pta.  Arena  20  Jul;  one  South  Polar  Skua  and 
one  Pomarine  Jaeger  (RAE). 

PARAKEETS  THROUGH  BLACKBIRDS 

A new  exotic  species  for  the  Region  is  Monk 
Parakeet,  a number  of  which  apparently  es- 
caped in  Guerrero  Negro  in  the  spring.  Fifteen 
to  20  were  observed  through  the  period,  in- 
cluding 8-10  using  a large  communal  nest 


(AGA,  ph.  RC,  VA).  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  re- 
ports were  limited  to  established  Cape  District 
locations  19-21  Jul:  7 at  Miraflores  and  one  at 
La  Burrera  (RAE).  Burrowing  Owl  populations 
have  suffered  in  much  of  the  Region,  but  Isla 
Guadalupe’s  appears  to  be  thriving;  16  were 
seen  there  18  Jul  (EPr).  A Greater  Pewee  in  the 
Sierra  San  Pedro  Martir,  at  the  entrance  to  the 
national  park,  1 Jun  (JAM,  ph.  JM)  was  most 
unexpected,  as  there  is  but  one  summer  record 
for  California.  The  only  other  Regional  record 
is  from  Mexicali  27  Jan  2004.  Pioneering  king- 
birds in  the  Cape  District  included  a family 

Following  a better  rainfall  season,  surveys  for 
nesting  Tricolored  Blackbirds  were  more  positive 
than  last  year's  (RAE).  Birds  were  observed  at  seven  lo- 
cations from  Mar  through  Jun.  Nesting  occurred  again  at 
Presa  Abelardo  Rodriguez  and  Heroes  de  la  Independen- 
cia,  but  the  largest  colonies  were  newly  discovered: 
about  100  pairs  on  5 May  near  El  Rosario,  at  the  edge  of 
the  Vizcaino  Desert,  and  about  80  pairs  on  13  May  in  the 
n.  Sierra  Juarez  at  Rancho  Japi  A few  nonbreeding  birds 
frequented  Tijuana's  Parque  de  la  Amistad  in  May  and 
Jun;  100  were  there  on  12Jul(MJB). 


group  of  Tropicals  at  Lagunas  de  Chametla  13- 
22  Jul  (RAE,  GPN)  and  multiple  family  groups 
of  Thick-billeds  at  Miraflores  20-21  Jul  (RAE). 
Early  birds  back  on  their  wintering  grounds  in 
the  Cape  District  included  a Say’s  Phoebe  at 
Pta.  Colorada  25  Jul  (CKS),  7 Cassin’s  King- 
birds at  five  locations  17  Jul+,  a Bell’s  Vireo  at 
Las  Cuevas  20-21  Jul  (RAE),  and  100  Northern 
Rough-winged  Swallows  at  La  Ribera  20  Jul 
(RAE)  (and  a Red-winged  Blackbird  at  Lagunas 
de  Chametla  19  Jul,  also  RAE). 

The  endemic  Guadalupe  Rock  Wren  (S.  o. 
gmdeloupensis)  is  one  of  the  island’s  most 
common  birds,  as  shown  by  a one-day  tally  of 
53  on  28  Jul  (EPr).  A female  and  2 singing 
male  Mangrove  Yellow  Warblers  (D.  p.  eritha- 
chorides  subspecies  group)  at  Bahia  de  Los 
Angeles  1 Jun  (ph.  MAGB)  were  the  first  to  be 
found  in  Baja  California.  Stunted  mangroves 
grow  nearby,  but  these  birds  were  in  eucalyp- 
tus trees  in  town.  The  endemic  subspecies  cas- 
taneiceps  is  resident  on  both  coasts  of  Baja 
California  Sur  n.  to  about  27°  N and  is  pre- 
sumably responsible  for  vagrant  records  from 
Guerrero  Negro  Oan  1995,  Oct  2000).  How- 
ever, Mangrove  Warbler  populations  closest 
to  Bahia  de  Los  Angeles  are  of  the  w.  Mexican 
subspecies  rhizophome  and  are  just  across  this 
narrowest  part  of  the  Gulf  of  California  on  the 
cen.  coast  of  Sonora. 

A Green-tailed  Towhee  and  a Fox  Sparrow 
were  seen  in  the  Sierra  San  Pedro  Martir  2 Jun 
(AM,  JM).  Both  are  rare  breeding  species  in 
those  mountains  and  have  not  been  found  nest- 
ing anywhere  else  in  Mexico  (Wilson  Bulletin 
110:  118-120).  A singing  Song  Sparrow  on  Ar- 

^ A A 14-19  Jul  expedition  to  remote  La  Laguna  was 
-J/iorganized  jointly  by  the  Sonora  Joint  Venture 
and  Western  Field  Ornithologists  and  supported  by  Sier- 
ra de  La  Laguna  Biosphere  Reserve  personnel.  The  trip 
was  scheduled  to  correspond  with  the  monsoon  nesting 
season,  and  participants  (VAn,  CJB,  RAE,  DK,  GPN,  EPa, 

NP)  confirmed  nesting  for  21  of  the  36  known  or  sus- 
pected— and  largely  endemic — local  breeders.  The 
highlight  was  a nest  with  2 young  Whip-poor-wills 
found  15  Jul.  Although  long  assumed  to  breed  there, 
confirmation  was  heretofore  lacking.  (Note  that  Califor- 
nia still  awaits  confirmation  of  nesting  VKhip-poor- 
wills.)  Feathers  and  egg-shell  fragments  were  obtained 
and  represent  the  first  Regional  "specimen."  Other  trip 
highlights  included  a Dusky-capped  Flycatcher  15-19 
Jul  and  a small  dark  swift  (cf.  Chaetm)  14  Jul  (DK).  A 
Black  Swift  was  reported  there  in  Jul  2004  (this  year's 
waterfall  search  was  unsuccessful),  and  several  other 
Mexican  species  may  have  the  potential  of  reaching 
these  mountains. 
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royo  Rosarito  in  sw.  Baja  California  29  Mar  was 
identified  as  the  pale  “Baja  California  Sur”  en- 
demic M.  m.  rivularis  (KLW).  More  study  is 
needed  of  birds  at  this  location  and  others  in 
the  Vizcaino  Desert  (cf.  Monographs  in  Field 
Ornithology  3: 147).  A male  Great-tailed  Crack- 
le at  Rancho  Japa  13  May  (RAE)  was  the  first  to 
be  reported  from  the  Region’s  mountains. 

Contributors:  Victor  Anguiano  (VAn),  Nalie- 
ly  Arce,  Patricia  Arjona,  Victor  Ayala,  Carol]. 
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Antonio  Gonzalez  Bernal,  Antonio  Gutierrez- 
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Marshal  J.  Iliff,  David  Krueper,  Guadalupe 
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Ruiz-Campos,  Matt  Sadowski,  Ariadna 
Sanchez,  Christopher  K.  Smith,  Eduardo  Soto 
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Mexico 


Hector  Gomez  de  Silva  perched  in  a mesquite  48  km  n.  of  Gomez 

Palado,  Dgo.,  just  outside  the  village  of  El  Si- 

NORTHERN  MEXICO  ete  (MRLL,  WB,  FVP);  previous  sightings  in 


DUCKS  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

The  season  was  remarkable  for  the  diversity 
of  nonbreeders  that  summered.  These  includ- 
ed several  species  of  ducks,  among  them  a fe- 
male Wood  Duck  in  Anahuac,  Chih.  18  Jul, 
single  female  Northern  Pintails  at  Anahuac  18 
Jul  and  at  Gomez  Farias,  Chih.  20  Jul  and  a 
male  Redhead  at  Gomez  Fan'as  20  Jul  (MC). 
A pair  of  Montezuma  Quail  was  at  San  Andres 
de  las  Alazanas,  Coah.  13  Jul,  and  two  pairs 
were  at  Cuarenta  Casas,  Chih.  20  Jul  (MC).  A 
pair  of  Singing  Quails  was  taped  into  view  at 
El  Cuarenteno,  Nay.  24  Jul  (MC).  An  imm. 
Double-toothed  Kite  was  at  El  Cuarenteno  28 
Jul  (CO,  ph.  RB,  MC).  An  ad.  White-tailed 
Kite  was  at  Madera,  Chih.  20  Jul  (CO).  On  6 
Jul,  an  imm.  Swainson’s  Hawk  was  seen 


the  subregion  are  few  (seven  in  25  years)  and 
all  of  them  from  the  months  of  Mar,  Apr,  Sep, 
and  Oct  during  migration.  An  ad.  Peregrine 
Falcon  was  hunting  from  a radio  tower  in  ur- 
ban Tepic,  Nay.  27  Jui  (MC).  Two  pairs  of 
Ruddy  Crakes  were  reported  from  Altamira, 
Tamps.  14-15  Jul  (MC).  A flock  of  18  Ameri- 
can White  Pelicans  was  seen  20  km  s.  of  Es- 
cuinapa,  Sin.  27  Jul  (MC).  Only  6 Maroon- 
fronted  Parrots  were  seen  or  heard  at  the 
Highrise,  NL  12  Jul  (MC). 

A pair  of  Vermiculated  Screech-Owls  was  3 
km  n.  of  Copala,  Sin.  27  Jul  (MC).  Two  Eared 
Poorwills  were  seen  between  km  6 and  9 on 
the  road  to  El  Cuarenteno  28  Jul  (MC).  At 
least  6 Common  Nighthawks  were  heard  in 
the  early  morning  13  Jul  30  km  s.  of  Saltillo, 


Coah.  (MC),  where  the  status  of  this  species 
has  been  unclear.  An  ad.  male  Tawny-collared 
Nightjar  was  seen  20  km  e.  of  Linares,  NL  13 
Jul  (MC).  Birds  seen  in  Mesa  de  Tablas,  Coah. 
13  jul  included  a Buff-breasted  Flycatcher,  a 
Gray  Vireo,  and  a Hooded  Yellowthroat  (MC). 
Only  10  Tamaulipas  Crows  were  seen  during 
three  days  in  mid-Jul  within  in  a triangle 
bounded  by  Cuidad  Victoria,  Tamps.,  Tampi- 
co, and  El  Naranjo,  SLP  (MC).  A Cassin’s 
Kingbird  was  at  Rancho  La  Noria,  Nay.  24  Jul 
(MC).  Two  pairs  of  Sinaloa  Martins  were  at- 
tending young  10  km  w.  of  El  Palmito,  Sin.  26 
Jul  (MC).  A Hermit  Thrush  was  reported  high 
on  Cerro  Potosi,  NL  6 jun  (AGS,  RS). 

Contributors  (area  compilers  in  boldface): 
William  Beaty,  Robert  Bergad,  Michael  Car- 
mody,  Adrian  Ganem  Sada,  Marla  del  Refugio 
Loya  Loya,  Connie  Osbeck,  Rene  Sada,  Fran- 
cisco Valdes  Peresgasga. 

CENTRAL  MEXICO  & GUERRERO 

QUAIL  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

A pair  of  Northern  Bobwhites  was  at  Lago 
Tuxpan  in  Iguala,  Gro.  18  Jun  (MC).  At  least 
15  Least  Grebes  were  at  Lago  Tuxpan  18  Jim 
(MC).  An  ad.  male  Cooper’s  Hawk  was  seen 
at  1675  m on  the  Atoyac  Rd.,  Gro.  14  Jim 
(MC).  A territorial  ad.  female  Cooper’s  Hawk 
was  observed  within  a few  m of  a nest  con- 
taining a downy  nestling  14  Jun  just  n.  of  Las 
Minas,  Ver.  (AM,  ph.  JM),  and  another  was 
seen  over  San  Juan  Nuevo,  Mich.  14  Jun 
(HGdS).  An  ad.  female  Swainson’s  Hawk  was 
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Jun  (MC).  Buff-collared  Nightjars  were  not 
present  or  not  vocal  near  Iguala  19  Jun,  where 
usually  4-10  are  heard  during  Mar-May  visits 
(MC).  At  least  3 White-fronted  Swifts  were 
with  larger  numbers  of  Vaux’s,  Chestnut-col- 
lared, and  White-naped  Swifts,  plus  3 Black 
Swifts,  above  Rio  Santiago  at  1200  m in  the 
Sierra  de  Atoyac  14  jun  (MC).  A male  Short- 
crested  Coquette  was  seen  feeding  on  Cecropia 
flowers  at  1585  m elevation  above  the  Paral- 
so/Rio  Grande,  Gro.  turn-off  14  Jun  (SK,  MC). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  ORIOLES 


in  the  Perote  Valley,  Ver.  10  Jul  (ph.  LT).  A 
Northern  Harrier  was  reported  26  Jun  at  L. 
Patzcuaro,  Mich.  (GC).  Two  American 
Kestrels  were  seen  just  outside  the  town  of 


One  of  Mexico  Region's  most  exciting  events  of  the  summer 
was  the  discovery  of  this  immature  Double-toothed  Kite  at 
El  Cuarenteno,  Nayarit  on  28  July  2008  by  Connie  Osbeck 
and  subsequently  seen  by  a tour  group  led  by  Michael  Car- 
mody.  Digiscoped  photograph  by  Robert  Bergad. 


Alchichica,  Pue.  15  Jul,  outside  of  known 
summer  range.  A pair  of  Barred  Forest-Fal- 
cons was  seen  at  1725  m on  the  Atoyac  Rd., 
Gro.  14  Jun,  and  a second  pair  from  the  sum- 
mit of  the  same  range  at  2625  m elevation  on 
the  Filo  de  Caballo  Rd.  (MC).  An  ad.  Crested 
Caracara  was  on  the  Gro.  coast  at  Carrizal 
near  Coyuca  15  Jun  (MC). 

A Ruddy  Crake  was  again  heard  in  the 
marsh  at  Carrizal  12  Jun  (MC).  A Gray- 
necked Wood-Rail  observed  9 Jim  at  Parque  El 
Haya,  Ver.  was  above  its  usual  elevation  QM)- 
A group  of  4 Collared  Plovers  were  at  Lago 
Tuxpan  18  Jun  (MC).  Large  numbers  of  ap- 
parently summering  Black  Terns  were  on  the 
Gro.  coast,  with  20+  at  Laguna  Tres  Palos, 
Acapulco  12  Jun,  40+  at  Playa  Paraiso,  Atoyac 
15  Jun,  and  10+  with  Common  and  Bridled 
Terns  in  the  surf  at  Carrizal  15  Jun  (MC).  Sin- 
gle Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  were  on  the  lower 
section  of  the  Filo  de  Caballo  Rd.  and  near 
Iguala  18  Jun  (MC).  A Mangrove  Cuckoo  was 
seen  near  Iguala  on  the  San  Juan  Union  Rd.  19 
Jun  and  2 there  20  Jun  (MC).  Two  Western 
Screech-Owls  were  seen  in  San  Fernando,  w. 
D.F  10  Jun  (ph.  MG).  A Stygian  Owl  was 
again  seen  in  the  upper  Sierra  de  Atoyac  16 


A White-throated  Flycatcher  was  in  a wet 
meadow  on  the  Chichihualco  Rd.  w.  of 
Chilpancingo,  Gro.  15  Jun,  and  a pair  was  at 
Almaloya  de  Rio,  Mex.  21  Jun  (MC).  An  ad. 
White-eyed  Vireo  was  at  the  UNAM  botanical 
garden,  D.F  22  Jun  (HP,  MC).  A pair  of  San  Bias 
Jays  attended  an  active  nest  at  Playa  Paraiso  14 
Jun  (MC).  Two  Sinaloa  Martins  were  coming 
to  water  with  4 Northern  Rough- winged  and 
10+  Barn  Swallows  at  a small  reservoir  at  2200 
m above  Taxco,  Gro.  on  the  Tetipac  Rd.  19  Jun 
(MC).  At  least  3 Aztec  Thrashes  responded  vo- 
cally to  playback  at  Huitzilac,  Mor.  (RW,  JK, 
AMe).  A male  Yellow  Warbler  and  a Yellow- 
breasted Chat  were  pished  from  the  man- 
grove/brash edges  of  the  marsh  at  Carrizal  12 
Jun  (MC).  Single  Orange-crowned  Warblers 
were  at  Patzcuaro  20  Jul  (GC)  and  at  Los 
Humeros,  Ver.  22  Jul  (RS).  A male  Red-breast- 
ed Chat  was  inland  near  Chilpancingo  at  1300 
m on  the  road  to  Chichihualco,  Gro.  17  Jun 
(MC).  At  least  8 and  15  Red-headed  Tanagers 
were  at  various  locations  along  the  upper  Teti- 
pac Rd.  above  Taxco  19  & 20  Jun,  respectively 
(MC).  A Slate-blue  Seedeater  was  near  Iguala 
18  Jun  (MC).  A pair  of  probable  Blue 
Seedeaters  was  at  a bamboo  patch  in  coffee 
plantation  at  Rancho  Mi- 
rador,  Huatusco,  Ver.  28  Jun 
(RS).  A male  Black-backed 
Oriole  was  near  Avenida  Tal- 
isman and  Jade,  D.F  22  Jun 
(MPy  HGdS). 


This  territorial  female  Cooper's  Hawk  was  observed  14  June  2008  near  Las  Minas,  Veracruz,  within  meters  of  this  nest,  which  contained  a downy 
nestling.  It  is  only  recently  that  this  species  has  been  documented  breeding  in  central  Mexico.  Photographs  by  Jorge  Montejo. 


Contributors  (area  compilers 
in  boldface):  Michael  D.  Car- 
mody,  Georgia  Conti,  Hector 
Gomez  de  Silva,  Manuel 
Grosselet,  Joe  Keenan,  Steve 
Kornfeld,  Amy  McAndrews, 
Alejandro  Melendez,  Jorge 
Montejo,  Helen  Patton, 
Monica  Perez  Villafana, 
Robert  Straub,  Lorenia  Tam- 
borrel,  Richard  Wilson.  Un- 
credited observations  are  by 
Jorge  Montejo  and  Amy 
McAndrews. 
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SOUTHERN  MEXICO  AND 
YUCATAN  PENINSULA 


More  and  more  northern-breeding  species  are 
summering  in  the  subregion,  such  as  Ameri- 
can White  Pelican,  American  Coot,  and  a 
number  of  sandpiper  species.  Migration  of 
most  Neotropical  passerines  was  typical,  with 
the  first  wave  of  migrants,  all  warblers,  re- 
ported from  Celestun  to  Banco  Chinchorro 
between  27-29  July.  It  appears  that  Hurricane 
Dean  wiped  out  the  populations  of  Yucatan 
Vireo  and  Bananaquit  on  Banco  Chinchorro 
in  August  2007,  as  not  one  of  these  two  resi- 
dent species  were  noted  on  the  Bank  during  a 
visit  24-28  July. 


This  adult  female  Swainson’s  Hawk  in  the  PeroteValley  10 
July  2008  documented  a rare  summer  record  from  Veracruz. 
Photograph  by  Lorenia  Tambsml. 


DUCKS  THROUGH  TERNS 

A female  Northern  Shoveler  was  still  in  the 
estuary  of  Celestun,  Yuc.  5 Jul  (JB,  HD,  BM, 
SM,  RM,  AM).  A single  ad.  Brown  Booby  seen 
perched  on  an  exposed  coral  reef  near  Cayo 
Lobos,  Banco  Chinchorro  25  Jul  was  a new 
species  for  the  reserve  (BM).  About  70  Amer- 
ican White  Pelicans  lifted  up  from  behind 
Chuburna  Harbor  w.  of  Progreso,  Yuc.  4 Jul 
and  flew  out  over  the  beach,  moving  west- 
ward over  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  in  the  direction 
of  Celestun  (jB,  BM,  SM,  AM,  CR),  where  200 
were  reported  flying  over  the  Visitor’s  Center 
at  the  estuary  16  jul  (HD).  Another  6 were  at 
Punta  Mecoh,  Ria  Lagartos  Biosphere  Re- 
serve, Yuc.  25  Jul  (MT. 

A Pinnated  Bittern  was  seen  at  the  w.  edge 
of  L.  Coba,  Q.  Roo  7 Jul  QB,  BM,  SM,  CR). 
American  Flamingo  numbers  were  notably 
lower  this  season  at  their  usual  locations  at 
Celestun  and  Rio  Lagartos,  Yuc.  The  birds 
were  unable  to  nest  this  year  due  to  drought 
conditions  at  their  nesting  island  at  El  Mecoh 
near  El  Cuyo  in  the  Ria  Lagartos  Biosphere 
Reserve.  However,  it  may  be  that  these 
flamingos  went  to  Cuba  for  the  season:  the  re- 
production of  flamingos  at  El  Refugio  de  Fau- 
na de  Rio  Maximo  was  above  normal  in  that 
there  were  five  nesting  colonies  in  the  area, 
according  to  biologists  there  (fide  BM).  Sever- 
al years  ago,  when  the  Cuban  site  suffered  a 
drought,  the  Yucatan  colony  produced  an  in- 
credible number  of  chicks  (20,000)  for  the 
season,  perhaps  indicative  of  an  influx  of 
breeders  from  Cuba  that  year. 


A Peregrine  Falcon  showed  up  at  Celestun 
30  Jul — well  over  a month  early  for  a migrant 
(HD).  The  Celestun  estuary  hosted  a flock  of 
American  Coots  this  summer,  with  100  re- 
ported feeding  there  4-5  Jul  QB,  HD,  BM,  SM, 
RM,  AM,  CR),  70-100  onl6  Jul  (HD),  and  60 
on  29  Jul  (HD).  A Black-bellied  Plover  ob- 
served at  El  Cuyo  17  Jul  may  have  spent  the 
summer  in  the  area  (MT).  Several  Willets 
were  also  reported  spending  the  summer 
along  the  coast,  including  2 behind  Chuburna 
Harbor  4 Jul  OB,  BM,  SM,  CR);  another  2 
were  at  the  beach  in  Celestun  10  jul  (DB);  2 
more  were  on  the  beach  at  Chixchulub,  Yuc. 
12  Jul  (BM);  and  3 were  present  in  the  same 
area  18  Jul  (BM).  One  on  Cayo  Centro  25  Jul 
most  likely  was  a fall  migrant  (BM).  A Spotted 
Sandpiper  was  at  Celestun  10  Jun  (DB),  a date 
that  suggests  the  bird  did  not  migrate,  while 
one  seen  on  Cayo  Norte,  Banco  Chinchorro, 
Q.  Roo  27  Jul  (BM)  and  5 at  Celestun  30  Jul 
(HD)  fall  within  the  expected  fall  migration 
dates  for  this  species.  Another  species  that 
was  reported  for  the  first  time  during  the 
summer  in  the  subregion  is  Whimbrel:  singles 
were  feeding  behind  Chuburna  Harbor  4 Jul 
OB,  BM,  SM,  AM,  CR)  and  at  Celestun  10  Jul 
(DB).  Three  Least  Sandpipers  were  on  Cayo 
Lobos,  Banco  Chinchorro,  Q.  Roo  25  Jul 
(BM),  an  early  date  for  this  migrant,  and  2 
were  seen  at  Celestun  30  Jul  (HD). 

A summering  Forster’s  Tern  was  at  Celestun 
30  Jul  (HD).  A Caspian  Tern  was  early  at  Ce- 
lestun 30  Jul  (HD).  Six  hundred  Sandwich 
Terns  were  on  Cayo  Lobos  25  Jul,  with  at  least 


This  beaytifuliy  documented  Western  Screech-Owl  was  one 
af  two  in  San  Fernando,  on  the  western  edge  of  the  Distrito 
Federal  10  June  2008.  After  a 1972  specimen,  there  had 
been  no  records  of  this  species  from  the  D.F.  until  the  past 
few  years — probably,  hovrever,  owing  to  lack  of  nocturnal 
birding.  Photograph  by  Manuel  Grosskt. 
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one  chick  noted  among  them,  thus  making 
this  a confirmed  nesting  site  for  the  species  on 
the  peninsula.  Cayo  Lobos  also  had  400  Bri- 
dled and  600  Sooty  Terns,  both  species  with 
chicks,  plus  50  nonbreeding  Brown  Noddies 
25  Jul  (BM).  A few  Brown  Noddies  were  found 
still  nesting,  with  single  chicks,  on  Cayo  Cen- 
tro 26  jul  (BM),  amid  the  heavily  damaged 
mangroves  caused  by  the  passage  of  Hurricane 
Deaf!  in  Aug  2007.  A Black  Tern  in  basic 
plumage  was  feeding  on  tadpoles  in  freshwa- 
ter ponds  w.  of  La  Ventosa,  Oax.  19-21  Jul 
(AM,  ph.  JM);  a single  Black  was  at  Chuburna 
Harbor  4 jul  QB,  BM,  SM,  AM) 

PIGEONS  THROUGH  GROSBEAKS 

Several  hundred  White-crowned  Pigeons 
were  nesting  at  scattered  sites  on  Cayo  Cen- 
tro, Banco  Chinchorro,  Q.  Roo  26  Jul,  and  a 
nest  with  two  chicks  (one  just  out  of  the  egg) 
was  found  on  Cayo  Norte,  Banco  Chinchorro 
27  Jul  (BM).  An  elusive  Pheasant  Cuckoo 
flew  up  to  a tree  branch  along  a trail  at  Chum- 
bec,  Yuc.  before  joining  others  in  the  dense 
undergrowth  8 Jun  (BM).  This  species  can  be 
heard  calling  at  multiple  locations  throughout 

I Central  America 


H.  Lee  Jones 
Oiiwer  Komar 


As  our  knowledge  of  the  core  distribu- 
tions of  most  resident  species  in  Central 
America  continues  to  increase,  the  em- 
phasis in  ornithological  exploration  in  six  of 
the  region’s  seven  countries,  and  to  a lesser  ex- 
tent in  Nicaragua,  is  shifting  more  and  more 
toward  documenting  range  expansions  and 
contractions  largely  brought  about  by  such  fac- 
tors as  deforestation  (and,  in  too  few  instances, 
reforestation),  wetlands  degradation,  urban 
development,  short-  and  long-term  climate 
change,  and  secondarily,  the  changing  dynam- 
ics of  interspecific  competition.  In  some  cases, 
of  course,  the  causes  of  shifting  populations 
are  and  may  always  remain  largely  unknown. 


the  state,  but  it  is  very  infrequently  seen. 

A pair  of  Piratic  Flycatchers  was  feeding 
fruits  to  young  in  a nest  built  by  Altamira  Ori- 
oles at  Coba  7 Jul  (JB,  BM,  SM).  A Gray  King- 
bird was  on  Cayo  Centro,  Banco  Chinchorro, 
Q.  Roo  25  jul  (BM);  it  was  reported  to  have 
been  there  for  “a  while”  (FF);  2 more  were  on 
Cayo  Norte  27  Jul  (BM),  unusual  dates  for  this 
species  here.  Were  these  birds  migrants,  or  col- 
onizers, perhaps  blown  over  from  Cuba  as  a re- 
sult of  a tropical  storm?  An  ad.  Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher  seen  21  Jul  w.  of  La  Ventosa,  Oax. 
may  have  been  an  early  arriving  migrant  (AM, 
JM);  an  ad.  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  discovered 
20  Jul  w.  of  La  Ventosa  was  out  of  knovra  range 
(AM).  Four  Cliff  Swallows  were  flying  west- 
ward 19  Jul  just  w.  of  La  Ventosa  (AM). 

A pair  of  Yucatan  Wrens  was  collecting 
nesting  material  along  the  road  leading  to  the 
Chuburna  Harbor  4 Jul  (jB,  BM,  SM,  AM). 
Typically  among  the  first  of  the  “fall”  mi- 
grants, a female  Yellow  Warbler  entered  the  s. 
end  of  Cayo  Norte  in  the  mid-morning  of  27 
Jul  (BM),  and  a male  was  reported  in  Celestiin 
29  Jul  (HD).  Also  on  Banco  Chinchorro  27  Jul 
was  a Yellow-throated  Warbler  and  2 Black- 


Many  of  the  resident  or  near-resident 
species  reported  in  the  Region  this  summer, 
as  well  as  at  other  seasons,  are  of  individuals 
or  small  groups  found  at  locations  where  they 
had  not  previously  been  reported.  In  some 
cases,  these  are  areas  that  are  still  poorly 
known  ornithologically,  but  other  areas  are 
well  studied,  and  these  records  probably  rep- 
resent vagrancy  or  incremental  range  expan- 
sions as  opposed  to  previously  unknown  res- 
ident populations.  This  summer,  at  least 
twelve  species  were  documented  in  localities 
where  they  were  not  previously  knovra  to  oc- 
cur, and  nesting  was  documented  for  some 
species  long  known  to  be  locally  resident  but 
lacking  confirmation  of  breeding.  By  far,  the 
outstanding  vagrant  of  the  season  was  a Gray- 
bellied  Hawk  (Accipiter  poliogaster)  pho- 
tographed during  just  one  day  in  June,  at 
well-birded  La  Selva  Biological  Station  in  Cos- 
ta Rica.  This  species  had  never  before  been 
documented  in  North  America  and  may  be  an 
overshooting  austral  migrant  from  southern 
South  America.  El  Salvador’s  first  nests  were 
documented  for  Collared  Plover  and  Vaux’s 
Swift,  and  the  nest  of  Sharpbill  was  finally  dis- 
covered in  Costa  Rica.  All  three  species  were 


and- white  Warblers  (BM),  while  another  of 
the  latter  was  in  Celestun  29  Jul  (HD).  A fe- 
male American  Redstart  and  a male  Pro- 
thonotary  Warbler  were  also  at  Cayo  Norte 
with  the  above-mentioned  warblers  27  Jul 
(BM),  and  2 male  Prothonotary  Warblers 
were  in  the  woods  at  Santa  Teresa,  Sian  Ka’an 
Biosphere  Reserve,  Q.  Roo  30-31  Jul  (WS). 
The  very  first  Neotropical  migrant  to  arrive 
from  the  north  was  a Louisiana  Waterthrash 
19  Jul  on  the  road  to  the  Muyil  Archeological 
site  in  Sian  Ka’an  Biosphere  Reserve  (DB).  An 
ad.  male  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  at  Uxmal  25 
jun  (DB)  was  extremely  early  for  a migrant 
and  was  perhaps  summering. 

Contributors  (area  compiler  in  boldface): 
David  Bacab,  John  Bryant,  Henry  Dzib,  Felipe 
Fonseca,  Barbara  MacKinnon,  Stennie  Mead- 
ours,  Amy  McAndrews,  Rodrigo  Migoya, 
Jorge  Montejo,  Ana  Morales,  Cooper  Ra- 
terink,  Melgar  Tabasco.  © 


Hector  Somez  de  Silva,  Xoia  314-E 
03100  Mexico,  D.F.,  Mexico 
{hector.gomezclesil'«@gmail.com) 


Black  Terns  were  reported  from  several  localities  along  the 
coast  of  Belize  this  summer,  establishing  rare  summer 
records  for  the  country.  This  aiternate-plumaged  bird  was 
found  among  35-40  Least  Terns  at  Belize  City  on  1 July 
2008.  PhotagmphbyDirkhmdsm. 

known  to  be  resident  in  these  areas,  and 
breeding  had  been  suspected. 

Pelagic  observations  continue  to  dominate 
the  news  in  Central  America,  as  more  and 
more  people  are  venturing  to  sea.  Many  of  the 
species  reported  in  these  pages  in  the  past  few 
years  may  prove  to  be  fairly  regular,  even  sea- 
sonally common,  in  the  Region,  but  until  we 
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have  a better  grasp  on  pelagic  bird  popula- 
tions, we  vnll  continue  to  over-report  rather 
than  risk  under-reporting  seasonal  and  distrib- 
utional notes  on  this  intriguing  group  of  birds. 

WOOD^QUAIL  THROUGH  SlUA 

In  Panama,  several  Black-eared  Wood-Quail 
were  heard  in  Omar  Torrijos  N.E  7 & 8 Jul 
(KA),  providing  the  first  record  for  Code.  In 
Guatemala,  a male  Ocellated  Quail  was  pho- 
tographed 14  Jun  in  Fraijanes,  19  km  se.  of 
Guatemala  City  (ph.  RF).  On  pelagic  trips  off 
the  Pacific  coast  of  Santa  Rosa,  Guatemala  in 
Jun,  PV  and  VD  observed  approximately  275 
Audubon’s  Shearwaters  18-19  km  offshore  on 
the  12th  and  approximately  325  Wedge- 
ramped  Storm-Petrels  and  25  Black  Storm- 
Petrels  48  km  offshore  on  the  19th.  On  other 
pelagic  trips  taken  by  these  same  observers  in 
Mar  2007  and  Jun  2008,  substantially  fewer 
Audubon’s  Shearwaters  and  maximally  only 
about  5 Wedge-ramped  and  3 Black  Storm- 
Petrels  were  recorded.  On  27  Jul,  3 Blue-foot- 
ed Boobies  were  observed  flying  along  the 
shore  at  Barra  de  Santiago  (JT).  Prior  to  this 
year,  there  were  only  four  records  for  El  Sal- 
vador, but  the  species  was  seen  on  three  sep- 
arate occasions  in  Apr  and  May,  making  this 
threesome  the  8th  recorded  occurrence  for 
the  country  and  the  2nd  for  Ahuachapdn. 

Two  Brown  Pelicans  on  L.  Atitlan,  SoMd  10 
Jul  (CAn)  and  an  imm.  on  Cerron  Grande 
Res.,  Cuscatldn/Chalatenango  18  Jul  (RI,  IV) 
were  at  inland  localities  in  Guatemala  and  El 
Salvador,  respectively,  where  they  are  rare.  A 
male  Snail  Kite  on  a nest  and  12  other  indi- 
viduals observed  at  Cerron  Grande  on  18  Jul 
(RI,  IV)  established  Cerron  Grande  as  only 
the  2nd  breeding  site  for  this  species  in  El  Sal- 
vador. The  other  breeding  site,  discovered 
only  in  fall  2007,  is  at  L.  Guija,  Santa  Ana. 
Very  rare  on  the  Pacific  slope  of  the  Canal 
Area,  a Tiny  Hawk  was  seen  in  Panama  City 
Metropolitan  Park  15  Jun  (ph.  OQ,  IF).  Rare 
anywhere  in  Panama,  a Plumbeous  Hawk 
seen  along  the  Rana  Trail  in  Omar  Torrijos 
N.E  7 Jul  (KA)  was  the  first  recorded  in  that 
locality.  A Peregrine  Falcon  in  Guatemala  City 
9 and  16  Jun  (KD)  provided  a rare  summer 
record  for  Guatemala;  however,  no  breeding 
behavior  was  observed.  Two  Rufous-necked 
Wood-Rails  found  at  870  m in  Montecristo 
N.E,  Santa  Ana  24  Jul  (NH)  established  a new 
locality  record  and  a 2nd  record  for  Santa 
Ana.  Rarely  reported  anywhere  in  Panama,  a 
Uniform  Crake  was  recorded  at  El  Valle,  Code 
for  the  first  time  on  3 Jul  (KA). 

Four  Black  Terns  observed  at  L.  Giiija  27 
Jul  (LP,  GG,  EQ,  AZ)  established  only  the  6th 
summer  season  record  for  El  Salvador  and  the 
first  for  Santa  Ana\  however,  late  Jul  is  within 


Many  birders  dream  about  finding  a bird  so  rare 
and  bizarre  that  nobody  even  recognizes  it  from  a 
field  guide.  That  is  what  happened  on  26  Jun  at  Finca  La 
Selva,  the  biological  field  station  run  by  the  Organization 
forlropical  Studies  on  the  Caribbean  slope  of  e.  Costa  Rica, 
in  Heredia.  Octavio  Ruiz  spotted  such  a bird,  and  Cristlan 
Ga.mboa  photographed  it  at  dose  range.  Neither  ORu  or 
CG,  or  their  companions  KAif  and  YR,  recognized  the  bird, 
but  the  photograph  clearly  documents  a striking  imm. 

Graf-bellitd  Hawk  (Acdpiterpoliogasterl.  There  were  no 
further  sightings,  even  by  others  who  went  out  that  same 
day  looking  for  it.  The  imm.-plumaged  bird  appeared  like 
a half-sized  Orrrate  Hawk-Eagle  (the  ad.  Gray-bellied 
Hawk  is  much  less  striking  in  plumage). 

Gray-bellied  Hawk  is  one  of  the  rarest  and  least  known 
raptors  of  South  America,  found  throughout  much  of  the 
Amazonian  basin  and  surrounding  lowlands.  It  is  proba- 
bly a non-migratory  resident  throughout  its  range,  but 
more  frequent  observations  between  Mar  and  Nov  in 
Colombia,  Venezuela,  and  Peru  have  prompted  specula- 
tion in  the  literature  that  the  species  may  be  an  austral 
migrant.  Perhaps  the  species,  or  its  young,  are  simply 
prone  to  wandering. 

Although  never  documented  before  in  North  America,  this  species  has  apparently  wandered  into  Central  America  before 
and  certainly  might  again.  During  the  search  for  confirmation  of  the  identification  of  the  bird  in  the  Costa  Rica  photograph, 
raptor  expert  Sergio  Seipke  reported  in  an  email  that  he  had  seen  an  older  imm.  in  Darien,  Panama  on  3 Nov  2004  but  did 
not  photograph  the  bird.  That  bird  appeared  much  like  an  ad.  but  with  barred  thighs.  So,  Central  American  birders,  keep  up 
with  the  South  American  field  guides — arid  keep  the  cameras  handy. 

One  of  the  most  important  shorebird  breeding  areas  of  n.  Central  America  is  located  at  El  Salvador's  Xirihuai- 
tique-Jiquilisco  Biosphere  Reserve.  Most  of  the  breeding  is  along  several  km  of  extensive  sandy  beaches  on  Isla 
San  Sebastian,  with  a few  additional  nests  at  the  tiny  Isla  Pajarito  in  Jiquilisco  Bay.  Both  sites  are  in  the  San  Dionisio  mu- 
nicipality, Usulutdn.  Nesting  typically  begins  in  Apr  and  early  May,  with  a few  birds  nesting  as  late  as  early  Aug.  Through- 
out this  summer  season,  EM  and  MR  documented  nesting  success  of  seven  beach-nesting  species,  for  SalvaNATURA's  bird 
monitoring  program  (and  with  support  from  the  National  Audubon  Society  and  several  local  organizations).  They  docu- 
mented 164  nests,  as  follows: 

Collared  Plovers  laid  38  eggs  in  13  nests,  fledging  18  juvs.;  this  was  the  first  breeding  record  of  Collared  Plover  for  El  Sal- 
vador's coastal  region,  on  the  heels  of  the  country's  first  breeding  record  for  this  species  in  May  (see  the  spring  season  report). 
The  plover  may  be  increasing,  or  newly  colonizing  the  site,  as  previous  studies  here  never  found  nests.  Also  found  in  surpris- 
ingly high  numbers  were  Wilson's  Plovers,  which  laid  270  eggs  in  90  nests,  fledging  41  juvs.  American  Oystercatchers  laid  17 
eggs  in  eight  nests,  but  only  one  juv.  fledged  this  season.  The  culprit?  High  tides.  This  species  in  not  known  to  nest  anywhere 
else  in  n.  Central  America,  and  the  local  population  is  considered  critically  endangered.  On  the  other  hand,  an  apparently  in- 
creasing species  was  Black-necked  Stilt,  which  laid  92  eggs  in  23  nests  at  Isla  San  Sebastian,  producing  12  juvs. 

Much  less  successful  were  the  locally  critically  endangered  Least  Terns,  which  may  not  nest  anywhere  else  on  the  Pacific 
coast  of  Central  America.  They  laid  only  18  eggs  in  nine  nests  but  did  not  manage  to  produce  a single  juv.  this  year.  Several 
chicks  were  found  drowned  by  high  tides.  Unusually  high  tides  damaged  the  nesting  areas  at  least  four  times  during  the 
season  and  apparently  discouraged  six  courting  pairs  of  Black  Skimmers  from  nesting  at  all  this  year.  The  skimmers  have 
nested  in  past  years,  but  their  future  here  is  clearly  uncertain.  This  is  thought  to  be  the  southernmost  nesting  site  for  the 
North  American  population  of  Black  Skimmer  and  the  only  site  in  Central  America. 

The  seventh  species  documented  in  the  study  was  Lesser  Nighthawk,  which  has  previously  been  documented  nesting 
on  beaches  in  association  with  Wilson's  Plover  (Komar  and  Rodriguez,  1997,  Nesting  of  Lesser  Nighthawks  on  beaches  in  Ei 
Salvador,  Wiison  Bulletin  109: 167-168).  This  year,  21  nests  were  found  among  the  plover  nests,  containing  42  nighthawk 
eggs,  but  apparently  all  of  these  nests  were  destroyed  by  high  tides,  or  at  least  no  juvs.  were  ever  found.  Will  tides  contin- 
ue to  get  higher  as  climate  change  progresses?  Beach-nesting  birds  of  Central  America  are  threatened  by  both  the  ocean, 
and  by  omnipresent  humans  who  live  off  the  sea,  and  the  dogs,  cats,  rats,  and  cattle  that  always  seem  to  be  nearby. 
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Stygian  Owl  was  added  to  the  list  of  birds  from  Atitlan  Volcano  when  this 
bird  was  discovered  in  Guatemala's  Los  Andes  Reserve  16  July  2008.  Photo- 
graph by  Knut  Eisermann. 

the  period  of  fall  migration  for  this  species, 
and  these  were  likely  migrants.  Although 
non-breeding  Black  Terns  are  known  to  sum- 
mer, at  least  in  some  years,  in  the  w. 

Caribbean,  there  were  few  summer  records 
for  Belize  prior  to  this  year.  On  4 Jun,  2 Black 
Terns  in  basic  plumage  were  seen  in  Corozal 
Town,  Corozal  (ph.  GS).  On  17  Jun,  at  the  op- 
posite end  of  the  country,  PB  saw  2 about  0.4 
km  offshore  from  the  Sarstoon  R.  estuary,  an- 
other perched  on  a buoy  off  the  mouth  of  the 
Temash  R.,  and  3 flying  just  offshore  about 
1.5  km  n.  of  Cattle  Landing,  all  in  Toledo.  Fi- 
nally, one  or  more  in  alternate  plumage  were 
seen  along  the  shoreline  in  Belize  City  1 Jul 
(ph.  DF,  ph.  RB).  Several  unseasonable  Com- 
mon Terns  were  observed  in  a mixed-species 
tern  flock  in  Belize  City  1 jul  (ph.  RB,  ph. 

DF).  It  is  not  sure  how  many  were  present,  as 
the  species  was  only  identified  by  LJ  from 
photographs  at  a later  date.  A skua  seen  near 
Bocas  del  Toro  Town,  Isla  Colon  on  3,  21,  & 


OWLS  THROUGH  MUNIAS 

Rarely  recorded  in  Guatemala,  a 
Stygian  Owl  in  Los  Andes  Reserve, 
Siichitepequcz  16  Jul  Ql-Y,  ph.  KE, 
CA)  was  the  first  ever  recorded  for 
Atitlan  Volcano.  A Vaux’s  Swift  nest 
in  a hollow  tree,  with  2 attending 
ads.,  at  El  Picacho,  San  Salvador  8 
Jul  (ph.  GG)  appears  to  constitute 
the  first  confirmed  breeding  record 
for  El  Salvador,  although  the  species 
is  abundant  year-round.  A Great  Ja- 
camar  was  seen  on  the  Costa  Rica 
side  of  the  Costa  Rica-Nicaragua 
border  along  the  Rio  San  Juan  near 
Boca  San  Carlos,  Alajuela  27  Jul 
(ph.  OR).  There  are  historic  records 
for  this  species  from  the  San  Carlos 
lowland  plains,  but  this  was  the  first 
recently  documented  sighting  in 
this  area  of  Costa  Rica  (the  species 
was  reported  on  the  Nicaragua  side 
of  the  river  in  2003  and  2004:  see 
Martinez-Sanchez,  J.  C.  2007.  Lista 
Patron  de  las  Aves  de  Nicaragua, 
ALAS,  Managua,  Nicaragua).  The 
species  appears  to  have  disappeared 
from  many  areas  n.  of  Limbn  (as  at 
La  Selva)  where  it  was  regular  as  recently  as  15 
years  ago.  It  is  encouraging  to  receive  confir- 
mation that  the  species  is  still  hanging  on  far- 
ther north. 

A Stripe-cheeked  Woodpecker  seen  along 

^ 1 An  ad.  Sharpbill  and  nest  containing  2 
«J#lnestlings  were  observed  at  1400  m on  the 
Caribbean  slope  of  Tapantl  N.R,  Cartago  3 Jun  (ph.  RO, 
ph.  PE;  also  ph.  by  Walter  Goto,  Gustavo  Flores,  Eliecer 
Vargas).  This  was  one  of  the  few  Sharpbill  nests  ever 
found  and  the  first  in  Costa  Rica.  In  the  ensuing  days, 
many  observers  came  to  observe  and  photograph  activ- 
ity at  the  nest,  which  was  located  in  a tree  next  to  the 
service  road  that  traverses  the  park  and  only  a short  dis- 
tance from  the  ranger  station.  The  nest  was  attended  by 
one  ad.,  presumably  the  female,  and  the  2 nestlings, 
last  seen  29  Jun,  were  gone  on  30  Jun.  It  is  unkown  if  the 
birds  successfully  fledged. 


24  Jun  (ph.  AK)  and  14  Jul  (ph. 
PW)  was  first  thought  by  AK  to  be 
a South  Polar  Skua,  but  experts 
who  examined  the  photographs 
concluded  that  identification  to 
species  may  not  be  possible  based 
on  current  knowledge.  Regardless 
of  which  species  was  involved,  this 
was  the  first  skua  record  for  the  sw. 
Caribbean  region  of  Panama. 


the  Las  Minas  Trail  near  El  Valle  22  Jun  (DR), 
and  a pair  seen  nearby  n.  of  La  Mesa  on  22  Jul 
(DR;  v.r.  and  vt.  KA)  provided  the  first  records 
for  Code.  A Prothonotary  Warbler  on  Caye 
Caulker  28  Jul  Q&DB)  was  an  early  fall  date 
for  this  species  in  Belize  and  perhaps  in  the 
Region.  A Baltimore  Oriole  observed  in  Meji- 
canos,  San  Salvador  6 Jul  (OK)  was  an  excep- 
tionally early  fall  migrant,  if  it  was  not  sum- 
mering locally.  This  species  does  not  typically 
appear  in  the  Region  until  early  Sep,  and  all 
but  the  latest  spring  migrants  are  gone  by  the 
end  of  Apr. 

Three  Red  Crossbills  in  female-type  plumage 
in  Guatemala  City  31  Jul  (AKl)  were  at  an  un- 
expected location  and  time  of  year  even  for  this 
nomadic  and  unpredictable  species.  Another 
first  for  Atitlan  Volcano  was  established  when  6 
Black-capped  Siskins  were  recorded  there  (in 
Suchitepequez)  on  7 Jun  (KE).  Three  ad.  Tricol- 
ored Munias  were  seen  in  a weedy  field  about 
half  way  between  the  Pan-American  Hwy.  and 
Ensenada  Lodge  on  the  n.  shore  of  Gulf  of 
Nicoya,  Puntarenas  21  Jul  (CB,  JB).  This  repre- 
sents one  of  very  few  reports  in  Costa  Rica  out- 
side of  Guanacaste  and  at  least  40  km  farther  e. 
than  most  previous  reports;  however,  LS  had 
seen  upwards  of  500  munias  as  far  back  as 
2005  in  rice  and  sugar  cane  fields  in  the  Mira- 
mar and  Esparza  areas  of  Puntarenas,  32  km 
farther  e.  than  Ensenada  Lodge. 

Contributors  (country  coordinators  in  bold- 
face): Kenneth  Alfaro  (KAIO,  Ken  Allaire, 
Carol  Anderson  (CAn),  David  L.  Anderson 
(Honduras),  George  Angehr  (Panama), 
Claudia  Avendaho,  Philip  Balderamos,  Cindy 
Beckman,  Jim  Beckman,  Rudi  Burgos,  Vanes- 
sa Davila,  Kurt  Duchez,  Knut  Eisermann 
(Guatemala),  Pablo  Elizondo,  Jesse  Fagan 
(El  Salvador),  Renato  Fernandez,  Itzel  Fong, 
Dirk  Francisco,  Robert  Gallardo,  Cristian 
Gamboa,  Geovanni  Garcia,  Nestor  Herrera, 
Ricardo  Ibarra,  Lee  Jones  (Belize),  Anders 
Kling  (AKl),  Oliver  Komar,  Andrew  Kratter, 
Esmeralda  Martinez,  Jeffrey  McCrary 
(Nicaragua),  Darien  Montanez,  Randall  Orte- 
ga, Luis  Pineda,  Esperanza  Quijada,  Osvaldo 
Quintero,  Oscar  Ramirez,  Marvin  Rivas, 
Danilo  Rodriguez,  Yahaira  Rojas,  Octavio 
Ruiz  (ORu),  Graham  Sampson,  Luis  San- 
doval, Joe  Taylor,  Iselda  Vega,  Pilar 
Velasquez,  Pat  Wade,  Jesus  Lucas  Yuxbn,  An- 
dres Zepeda,  Jim  Zook  (Costa  Rica).  1^ 


H.  Lee  Jones,  901  East  Washington  Street,  Apt.  126 
Colton,  California  92324,  (leeJones@att.net) 

Oliver  Komar 

SalvaNATURA  Conservation  Science  Program 
33  Avenida  Sur  #640,  San  Salvador,  El  Salvador 
(okomar@saivanatura.org) 
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The  season  was  peppered  with  three 
named  tropical  storms  of  little  conse- 
quence in  the  Region,  though  Bertha 
brought  rain  and  tropical-storm-force  winds 
to  Bermuda  14  July.  Cristobal  began  as  a trop- 
ical depression  18  July  off  the  Florida  coast, 
north  of  the  Bahamas,  but  caused  no  trouble 
in  the  West  Indies.  A strong  tropical  wave 
tracked  across  the  southern  Caribbean  Sea 
without  making  landfall  in  the  Region 
brought  heavy  flooding  to  some  islands  in  the 
western  Caribbean  21  July.  The  day  before, 
Dolly  was  named  as  a tropical  storm — the  ear- 
liest date  for  a named  storm  in  the  Atlantic 
since  2005,  the  year  that  holds  the  record. 

Although  this  season’s  avian  highlights 
were  sparse,  there  were  several  notable  breed- 
ing records  as  well  as  records  of  early  and  un- 
seasonable birds.  In  the  Bahamas,  diligent 
searching  for  breeding  seabirds  yielded  divi- 
dends and  portends  increases  for  the  Region’s 
seabird  inventory  if  such  efforts  are  made  in 
the  Greater  and  Lesser  Antilles  as  well. 

DUCKS  THROUGH  TEraS 

A Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck  found  at 
Somerset  Long  Bay  Pond  30  Jun  (DBW)  fur- 
nished the  first  record  of  this  expanding 
species  for  Bermuda.  It  was  last  seen  at  Spittal 
Pond  5 Jul  (EA).  A male  Eurasian  Wigeon  at 
Spittal  Pond  and  male  Ring-necked  Duck  at 
Ship’s  Hill  Pond  both  summered  in  Bermuda 
(AD).  Six  Masked  Ducks  17  Jun  at  Port-Louis 
Swamp  provided  the  first  summer  record  for 
Guadeloupe  (AL).  Recovery  of  the  endangered 
Bermuda  Petrel  continues,  with  a record  85 
breeding  pairs  raising  a record  40  fledglings 
(JM).  Six  hours  of  seawatching  at  Petite-Terre 
Nature  Reserve,  Guadeloupe  in  Jun  produced: 
Cory’s  Shearwater  (33),  Greater  Shearwater 
(164),  large  shearwater  sp.  (11),  Manx  Shear- 
water (2),  Audubon’s  Shearwater  (6),  Wilson’s 


Storm-Petrel  (8),  Leach’s  Storm-Petrel  (1), 
storm-petrel  sp.  (5)  (AL).  A further  three 
hours  of  seawatching  at  Pointe  des  Chateaux, 
Guadeloupe  27  Jun  produced  Cory’s  Shearwa- 
ter (7),  Greater  Shearwater  (1281),  large 
shearwater  sp.  (145),  Manx  Shearwater  (2), 
Audubon’s  Shearwater  (5)  (jC,  AL). 

A Masked  Booby  was  at  Sally  Tuckers,  off 
the  w.  end  of  Bermuda,  7 Jul  (CB).  An  imm. 
Brown  Pelican  at  Warderick  Wells,  Exumas 
on  24  Jul  was  unusual  QT)-  Lynn  Gape  found 
2000  Neotropic  Cormorants  on  Great  Inagua 

I Jun.  Single  Magnificent  Frigatebirds  were 
observed  over  Paradise  1.,  Bahamas  23  Jul 
(WP)  and  Montagu  Foreshore,  New  Provi- 
dence, Bahamas  29  Jul  (LG).  A Magnificent 
Frigatebird  was  seen  at  various  locations  in 
Bermuda  2-7  Jun  (WF,  PH).  Five  Least  Bit- 
terns were  at  Port-Louis  Swamp,  Guadeloupe 

II  jul  (AL,  OT,  ONCFS).  On  2 Jun,  Gape  saw 
250  Reddish  Egrets,  100  Great  Egrets,  25 
Snowy  Egrets,  7 Great  Blue  Herons,  20  Green 
Herons,  20  Tricolored  Herons,  20  Roseate 
Spoonbills,  and  2000  American  Flamingos  on 


The  first  Black-betlied  Whistling-Duck  for  Bermuda  was 
found  at  Somerset  Long  Bay  Nature  Reserve  and  then 
moved  to  Spittal  Pond,  where  it  stayed  from  30  June  2008 
through  S July  (here).  Photograph  by  Andrew  Dobson. 

Great  Inagua.  White  Ibis  were  confirmed 
nesting  in  mid-Jun  on  Pigeon  Cay  in  Bimini 
Lagoon  OK,  CH),  their  only  known  nesting 
site  in  the  Bahamas.  Twenty  or  more  White 
Ibis  were  noted  regularly  at  AUTEC,  Andros 
I.,  Bahamas  26Jul-e  (DB),  and  2 juvs.  were  at 
the  egg  farm.  Grand  Bahama  29  Jul  (BP).  An 
imm.  Roseate  Spoonbill  in  the  wetlands  west 
of  Owl  Hole,  Grand  Bahama  15  jun  was  very 
unusual  (BP).  Summering  heron  species  in 
Bermuda  included  Great  Egret  (2)  and  Snowy 
Egret  (one),  while  an  ad.  Tricolored  Heron 
was  at  Spittal  Pond  11-12  Jul,  and  ad.  Cattle 
Egret  was  seen  at  Spittal  Pond  21  jun-11  Jul 
(DBW).  Two  Little  Egrets  were  with  280 
Snowy  Egrets  at  Port-Louis  Swamp,  Guade- 


loupe 11  Jun  (AL,  OT,  ONCFS).  Snowy 
Egrets  totaled  320  at  Saline  du  Cosier,  Guade- 
loupe 11  Jun  (AL).  A Tricolored  Egret  at  Port- 
Louis  Swamp  11  Jun  (AL,  OT,  ONCFS)  pro- 
vided the  first  summer  record  for  Guade- 
loupe. A Black-crowned  Night-Heron  at 
Gosier  18  Jun  made  a rare  summer  record  for 
Guadeloupe  (AL).  An  American  Flamingo  at 
Las  Salmas  de  Cabo  Rojo  21  Jun  (RR)  was  the 
first  seen  in  mainland  Puerto  Rico  for  about 
nine  years.  In  Bermuda,  fewer  than  20  nesting 
pairs  of  Common  Moorhen  survive  on  11 
ponds,  and  their  breeding  success  has  been 
poor  since  the  establishment  of  Red-eared 
Terrapin  as  an  invasive  species  in  the  1980s. 
Both  food  competition  and  predation  of  new 
hatched  chicks  may  be  involved  (DBW). 

Three  subad.  Semipalmated  Plovers  sum- 
mered at  Spanish  Pt.,  Bermuda  (DBW).  An 
American  Oystercatcher  was  at  Port-Louis, 
Guadeloupe  13-19  Jul  (ED,  FD).  A Whimbrel 
was  present  at  Las  Salinas  de  Cabo  Rojo,  Puer- 
to Rico  through  15  Jun  (RR).  Seven  species  of 
shorebirds  at  Green  Turtle  Cay  26  Jul  (EB), 
and  eight  species  at  the  egg  farm,  Grand  Ba- 
hama 29  Jul  (BP),  indicated  that  the  shorebird 
migration  was  well  underway.  On  20  Jul,  an 
early  Solitary  Sandpiper,  2 Lesser  Yellowlegs, 
and  a Semipalmated  Plover  at  were  along  the 
Constitution  R.,  Bridgetown,  Barbados.  Also 
at  the  turf  farm  in  St.  Lucy,  Barbados  20  Jul 
were  50  Least  Sandpipers,  5 Semipalmated 
Sandpipers,  and  a Lesser  Yellowlegs,  with  2 
Spotted  Sandpipers  nearby  (ME  EM).  Early 
shorebirds  in  Bermuda  included  an  ad.  male 
Wilson’s  Phalarope  at  Warwick  Pond  11-23 
Jul  (DBW),  2 Lesser  Yellowlegs  17  Jul  at  Spit- 
tal Pond,  and  8 Least  Sandpipers  and  a Stilt 
Sandpiper  at  North  Pond  24  Jul  (EA).  A first- 
cycle  Black-headed  Gull  was  discovered  at 
Bethesda,  Antigua  29-30  Jun  (ph.  AL).  Unsea- 
sonable gulls  in  the  Bahamas  included  a Ring- 
billed Gull  12  Jul  on  Paradise  I.  (WP),  one  at 
AUTEC,  Andros  I.  30  Jul  (DB),  and  a first-cy- 
cle Herring  Gull  at  Cable  Beach  G.C.,  New 
Providence  28  Jul  (TH). 

Twenty  pairs  of  Gull-billed  Terns  were  doc- 
umented nesting  on  New  Providence  in  mid- 
Jun  (ph.  PD,  LL).  A Gull-billed  at  Port-Louis 
Swamp  17  Jun  provided  the  first  summer 
record  for  Guadeloupe  (AL),  and  another  was 
at  Spittal  Pond,  Bermuda  23-25  Jul  (DBW). 
Single  Sandwich  Terns  were  seen  in  Bermuda 
15  Jun  at  Ferry  Pt.  (PW)  and  3 Jul  in  Har- 
rington Sound  (DBW).  An  inventory  of  nest- 
ing waterbirds  was  conducted  by  JK  and  CH 
on  cays  near  Grand  Bahama  and  Bimini  10-15 
Jun.  They  found  new  Roseate  Tern  colonies 
on  Victory  Cay  near  Bimini  (20  nests)  and 
Holm  Rock  near  Grand  Bahama  (10  nests), 
and  new  Least  Tern  colonies  on  Gun  Cay  near 
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This  American  Redstart  at  Pointe  des  Chateaux  8 July  2008 
furnished  a first  summer  record  for  Guadeloupe.  Photo- 
graph by  Olivier  Dian. 

Bimini  (15  nests)  and  Holm  Rock  (14  nests). 
On  Great  Isaac,  n.  of  Bimini,  they  counted  62 
Brown  Noddy  nests,  597  Bridled  Tern  nests, 
81  Laughing  Gull  nests,  1498  Sooty  Tern 
nests,  six  Roseate  Tern  nests.  This  Bridled 
Tern  colony  is  the  2nd  largest  in  the  West  In- 
dies; the  only  larger  one  is  on  Penniston  Cay 
in  the  Turks  and  Caicos  Is.  (WM).  On  5 Jul, 
CW  and  P&OS  checked  Goulding  Cay  off 
New  Providence  for  nesting  seabirds  and 
found  Sooty  Terns,  Bridled  Terns,  and  Brown 
Noddies  nesting  successfully.  The  vegetation 
had  recovered  from  hurricane  damage.  In  Bar- 
bados, single  Least  Terns  were  seen  off  the  s. 
coast  and  one  off  the  nw.  coast  on  13  65:  15 
Jul,  respectively  (EM,  ME).  The  Bermuda 
Common  Tern  population  continues  to  be 
very  marginal  since  Hurricane  Fabian  of 
2003.  Fourteen  ads.,  of  which  only  3 were 
males,  reared  only  three  broods  totaling  8 
fledged  young  this  summer  (DBW). 

COCKATOOS  THROUGH  BLACKBIRDS 

A mixed  pair  of  cockatoos — one  Sulphur- 
crested  and  one  Coffins — nested  in  Nassau’s 
Botanical  Gardens  in  Jun  (ph.  TH,  PD).  A 
White-crowned  Pigeon  was  observed  at 
Moule,  Guadeloupe  23  Jul  (YS).  Three  White- 
winged Doves  were  seen  at  Moulel2  Jun 
(AL),  with  another  3 at  Petite-Terre  Nature 
Reserve,  Guadeloupe  14Jun  (AL,  HM).  Up  to 
100  White-winged  Doves  were  seen  on  Great 
Inagua  1 & 2 Jun  (LG).  A single  White- 
winged Dove  on  Warderick  Wells,  Exumas  18 
Jul  was  the  first  JT  had  seen  in  the  two  years 
he  has  worked  there.  On  28  Jun,  a Key  West 
Quail-Dove  was  seen  at  the  abandoned  Coral 
Harbour  G.C.,  New  Providence  (CW).  The 
first  returning  Belted  Kingfisher  to  Bermuda 
arrived  28  Jul  on  Nonsuch  1.  QM)-  A Belted 
Kingfisher  at  Maillis  Ponds,  Adelaide,  New 
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Providence  28  jun  (TH)  was  very  unusual,  as 
this  species  does  not  breed  in  the  Bahamas; 
one  at  the  Marls  near  Treasure  Cay,  Abaco  I. 
26  Jul  (EB)  was  probably  an  early  migrant. 
Caribbean  Martins  increased  in  number  at 
Pointe  a Pitre,  Guadeloupe,  with  585,  636, 
and  766  recorded  there  5,  16,  & 24  Jun  (AL). 
A Tree  Swallow  15  Jul  and  3 Barn  Swallows  29 
Jul  near  Treasure  Cay,  Abaco  I.  were  early 
(EB).  A Barn  Swallow  at  Vieux-Habitants, 
Guadeloupe  31  Jul  may  have  been  a late  sum- 
mer or  early  fall  bird  (ED,  ED). 

Early  warblers  seen  at  St.  Augustine’s 
Monastery,  Nassau,  Bahamas  include  a Yel- 
low-throated 27  Jun,  a Prairie  21  jul,and  a 
Black-and-white  Warbler  27  Jul  (PD,  TH). 
Five  Prairie  Warblers  were  at  AUTEC,  Andros 
1.  28  Jul  (DB)  and  4 at  the  Treasure  Cay 
Dump,  Abaco  1.  29  Jul  (EB).  An  ad.  male 
American  Redstart  8 Jul  at  Pointe  des 
Chateaux  provided  the  first  summer  record 
for  Guadeloupe  (ED,  ED,  OD).  A Northern 
Waterthrush  at  Garden  of  the  Groves,  Grand 
Bahama  30  Jul  was  early  (EG).  A single  male 
Northern  Cardinal  was  reported  from  South 
Cat  Cay  24  Jun  (BP).  A first-summer  male 
Red-winged  Blackbird  at  North  Pond  15  Jun 
provided  the  first  Jun  record  in  Bermuda  for 
30  years  (RC,  AD). 

Addendum:  Little  Egrets  nested  at  McKin- 
non’s Salt  Pond,  Antigua  in  spring  2008.  In 
Mar,  three  Little  Egret  nests  with  eggs  were 
identified.  The  only  other  known  Little  Egret 
nesting  site  in  the  Western  Hemisphere  is  on 
Barbados  0K,JWP). 

Observers:  Eric  Amos,  Dylan  Beyer,  Elwood 
Bracey  Chris  Burville,  Roh  Chandler,  Jules 
Chiffard,  Paul  Dean,  Eric  Delcroix,  Olivier 
Dian,  Andrew  Dobson,  Frantz  Duzont,  Wendy 
Frith,  Martin  Frost,  Lynn  Gape,  Erika  Gates, 
Tony  Hepburn,  Catherine  Hickey,  Peter  Hop- 
kin,  Jim  Kushlan,  Anthony  Levesque,  Lionel 
Levine,  Will  Mackin,  Jeremy  Madeiros,  Herve 
Magnin,  Eddie  Massiah,  William  Pinder, 
Joseph  Wrench  Prosper,  Bruce  Purdy,  Rafy  Ro- 
driguez, Yann  Sinivassin,  Peter  & Olga  Stokes 
(P&OS),  Office  National  de  la  Chasse  et  de  la 
Faune  Sauvage  (ONCFS;  National  Game  and 
Wildlife  Agency  France),  Olivier  Tartaglino, 
John  Thompson,  Carolyn  Wardle,  Paul  Wat- 
son, David  Wingate  (DBW). 


Robert  L.  Norton,  8960  NE  Waldo  Road 

Gainesville,  Florida  32609,  (corvus0486(fflaoi.com) 

Anthony  White,  P.O.  Box  2531 

Jackson,  Wyoming  83001,  (spindalis@aoi.com) 

Andrew  Dobson,  Warwick  Academy 

117  Middle  Road,  Warwick  PG  01  Bermuda 

(ADobson@warwickacad.bm) 
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Summer  is  the  dry  season  for  the  Region, 
but  several  weather  systems  brought 
some  relief  from  a continuing  drought. 
A trough  aloft  produced  heavy  rain  over  wind 
Oahu  Island  in  mid-june,  and  the  remnant  of 
Hurricane  Elida  produced  heavy  rain  over 
Maui  and  Hawaii  Islands  in  late  July.  Summer 
usually  brings  few  unusual  species,  but  we 
did  get  reports  of  unusual  summering  water- 
fowl,  and  as  migrant  shorebirds  arrived  late  in 
the  season,  a few  rare  ones  were  noted. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
SHOREBIRDS 

A Greater  White-fronted  Goose  was  observed 
at  Midway  Atoll  N.W.R.  30  May-14  jun  (ph. 
F&KS),  and  one  was  at  Honouliuli  18  Jun 
and  7 Jul  (ph.  MW).  Greater  White-fronteds 
are  rare  in  the  Region  and  very  rare  in  sum- 
mer. An  American  Wigeon  lingered  at  Kau- 
nakakai,  Molokai  I.  10-18  Jun  (ADY).  A 
Northern  Pintail  was  spotted  at  Koolina  G.C., 
Oahu  1.  20  Jul  (ph.  MW).  American  Wigeon 
and  Northern  Pintails  are  regular  fall-spring 
visitors  but  rare  in  summer  in  the  Region.  A 
recently  dead  Newell’s  Shearwater  (Threat- 
ened) found  in  Hualalai,  Hawaii  1.  4Jun  (KU) 
was  very  unusual  for  that  location.  A Red- 
billed Tropicbird  was  observed  at  Lehua  I., 
just  n.  of  Niihau  I.  13  Jun  (ph.  LY,  BZ,  MWy, 
JK).  Red-billeds  have  been  historically  rare  in 
the  Region  but  have  been  reported  regularly 
for  the  past  few  years.  Three  Red-tailed  Trop- 

The  enly  pelagic  obserrations  reported  this  sea- 
son were  from  the  cetacean  researchers  with 
Cascadia  Research  Collective  {C.R.C.).  The  crew  operated 
near  Kauai  1. 22-28  Jun  and  off  the  Kona  coast  sf  Hawaii 
I.  Jul.  The  Collective  had  a banner  day  off  Kona  9 Ju!, 
with  18  Hawaiian  Petrels,  4 Bulwer's  Petrels,  2 unidenti- 
fied petrels,  around  86  Wedge-tailed  Shearwaters,  4 
White-tailed  Tropicbirds,  4 Brown  Boobies,  3 subad. 
Red-footed  Boobies,  a Great  Frigatebird,  4 Sooty  Terns, 
and  2 South  Polar  Skuas.  One  Newell's  Shearwater  was 
observed  8 Jul. 


icbirds  were  spotted  at  Kahuku,  Oahu  I.  26 
Jul  (PD).  Red-taileds  are  regular  on  Oahu  but 
rarely  reported  from  Kahuku  despite  frequent 
visits  by  birders.  The  only  White-faced  Ibis 
reported  over  the  summer  was  one  at  Kealia 
Pond  N.W.R.,  Maui  I.  24  Jul  (MN). 

Twenty-one  Pacific  Golden-Plovers  count- 
ed at  Pouhala  Marsh,  Oahu  I.  21  Jun  (PD) 
were  in  basic  plumage  and  probably  summer- 
ing birds.  Shorebird  numbers  climbed  rapidly 
in  late  Jul,  with  counts  of  143  Pacific  Golden- 
Plovers  at  the  Honouliuli  Unit  of  Pearl  Harbor 
N.W.R.,  Oahu  I.  27  Jul  (PD)  and  320  at  the 
same  location  30  Jul  (PD,  RM).  Summering 
Bristle-thighed  Curlews  were  scarce.  Two 
Bristle-thigheds  were  seen  at  Palaauwai, 


Laysan  Ducks  are  found  only  in  the  remote  Northwestern 
Hawaiian  islands,  but  they  have  become  a bit  easier  to  see 
and  photograph  since  a number  of  them  were  translocated 
from  their  native  Laysan  Island  to  Midway  Atoll  National 
Wildlife  Refuge  (here  7 June  2008).  Photograph  by  Forest 
and  Kim  Starr. 


Gadfly  petrels  are  always  difficult  to  photograph,  but  rarer 
species,  like  this  Hawaiian  Petrel  off  the  Kona  coast  of 
Hawaii  Island,  are  a special  challenge  (here  8 July  2008). 
Photograph  by  Daniel  Webster/Cascadia  Research  CoHectme. 


Newell's  Shearwaters  are  uncommon  anywhere,  but  this  in- 
dividual was  seen  off  the  Kona  coast  of  Hawaii  Island, 
where  they  are  reported  very  rarely  (here  26  June  2008). 
Photograph  by  Daniel  Webster/Cascadia  Research  Collective. 


Peeps  are  uncommon  at  best  in  Hawaii,  and  most  species 
are  rare.  A photograph  of  two  different  rare  peeps  to- 
gether— an  adult  Red-necked  Stint  and  a Juvenile  Semi- 
palmated  Sandpiper  at  Ohiapil©  on  Molokai  Island  27  July 
2008 — is  thus  truly  exceptional.  Photograph  by  kieone 
Dibben-Young. 


h population  of  Common  Canaries  has  thrived  on  Midway 
Atoll  National  Wildlife  Refuge  far  from  the  pet  shops  where 
their  ancestors  were  sold  and  even  farther  from  their  native 
islands  in  the  North  Atlantic  (here  1 June  2008).  Photo- 
graph by  Forest  and  Kim  Starr. 
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Sooty  Terns  (left)  and  Gray-backed  Terns  nest  In  large,  crowded  colonies  at  Midway  Atoll,  Hawaii.  These  photographs  are  provided  for  comparison  with  the  possible  hybrid  tern  (below). 
Photographs  by  Forest  and  Kim  Starr. 


Sancipiper  24-29  Jul  (ph.  ADY, 
ML,  MW)  and  a Red-necked 
Stint  25  Jul  (ph.  ADY). 


This  incubating  tern  photographed  on  Midway  Atoll  National  Wildlife  Refuge  5 
June  2008  showed  a back  color  intermediate  between  the  mid-gray  of  the  Gray- 
backed  Terns  and  the  black  of  the  Sooty  Terns.  The  bird  seemed  a good  candidate 
for  the  first  record  of  Bridled  Tern  in  Hawaii,  but  the  black-and-white  pattern  on 
the  forehead  matches  that  of  a Sooty  much  better  than  that  of  a Bridled.  Expert 
opinion  leans  toward  a Sooty  Tern  x Gray-backed  Tern  hybrid.  Photograph  by 
Forest  and  Kim  Starr. 


Molokai  I.  18  jun  (ADY).  A Bristle-thighed  at 
Koheo,  Molokai  I.  1 Jul  (ADY)  was  probably 
a newly  arrived  migrant.  Among  the  newly  ar- 
riving shorebirds  at  Ohiapilo  Pond,  Molokai 
I.  were  two  unusual  peeps:  a Semipalmated 


GULLS  THROUGH 
PASSERINES 

Only  two  gulls  were  reported 
over  the  summer,  single  ad. 
Franklin’s  Gulls  at  Midway 
Atoll  N.W.R.  30  May-14  Jun 
(F&KS)  and  French  Frigate 
Shoals,  Hawaiian  Islands 
N.W.R.  5 May-16  Jun  (LT, 
MM,  GN).  Gulls  in  the  Region 
are  reported  most  frequently 
fall-spring,  and  most  are  sub- 
ads.,  but  Franklin’s  Gulls  are 
reported  most  frequently  late 
spring-early  summer,  and 
most  are  ads.  in  alternate 
plumage.  A Common  Tern, 
rare  in  the  Region,  was  spotted 
at  Hanapepe  Salt  Pond,  Kauai  1.  11  Jul  (DK) 
and  photographed  there  26  Jul  (JD).  The  iden- 
tification of  an  incubating  tern  photographed 
on  Midway  Atoll  N.W.R.  5 Jun  (ph.  F&KS) 
has  been  controversial.  The  tern  was  in  a 


Maui  Parrotbills  are  extremely  rare  and  are  found  only  in  remote  forests  on  Maui  Island,  Hawaii,  where  this  bird  was 
photographed  8 June  2008.  Photographs  by  Michael  Walther. 


colony  with  Sooty  and  Gray-backed  Terns, 
and  its  back  color  was  intermediate  between 
the  mid-gray  of  the  Gray-backed  Terns  and  the 
black  of  the  Sooty  Terns.  The  most  likely  pos- 
sibilities seem  to  be  either  Bridled  Tern  or 
some  sort  of  hybrid.  Bridled  Tern  is  unrecord- 
ed in  the  Region.  A report  of  a Saffron  Finch 
captured  at  Kekaha,  Kauai  1.  (BM)  suggests 
this  exotic  may  be  expanding  its  range  on 
Kauai  1.  The  most  interesting  native  passerine 
reported  was  a Maui  Parrotbill  (Endangered) 
observed  at  Waikamoi  8 Jun  (ph.  MW). 
Contributors:  Cascadia  Research  Collective 
(C.R.C.),  Jim  Denny,  Arleone  Dibben-Young, 
Peter  Donaldson,  Jackie  Kozak,  David  Kuhn, 
Michael  Luuloa,  Blake  Mathys,  Richard  May, 
Marie  Medina,  Gary  Nielson,  Mike  Nishimo- 
to.  Forest  & Kim  Starr,  Laura  Turmel,  Kim 
Uyehara,  Michael  Walther,  Mike  Wysong 
(MWy),  Lindsay  Young,  Brenda  Zaun.  O 


Peter  Donaldson,  2375  Ahakapu  Street 
Pearl  City,  Hawaii  96782,  (pdnldsn.bird@mac.com) 


South  Polar  Skuas  are  rare  in  Hawaiian  waters  and  can  be 
difficult  to  separate  from  dark  Pomarine  Jaegers,  particu- 
larly at  a distance.  Photographs  like  this  one  of  a South 
Polar  Skua  off  the  Kona  coast  of  Hawaii  Island  are  invalu- 
able for  documentation.  Photograph  by  Annie  B.  Douglas/ 
Cascadia  Research  Collective. 
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Audubon’s  VideoGuide  to  506  Birds 
of  North  America  on  IWo  DVD  is 
i the  ideal  application  of  DVD  tech- 
nology to  a reference  source.  Beauti- 
ful moving  footage  and  stills,  bird 
calls  and  sounds,  annotated  visuals, 

I authoritative  narration  and  range 
'■maps  help  users  quickly  and  pre- 
; cisely  locate  any  of  247  bird  species 
in  DVD  I,  258  species  in  DVD  II,  or 
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Figure  1 . Tristram's  Storm-Petrel  (right)  with  Ashy  Storm-Petrel,  Southeast  Farallon  Island,  California,  22  April  2006.  Although  the  birds  are  not  at  exactly  the  same  distance  from  the  camera,  this  photo- 
graph conveys  well  the  massive  bulk  of  Tristram's  relative  to  Ashy.  Also  note  the  steely  gray  sheen  to  the  head  of  the  Tristram's,  plus  its  stout  tarsus  and  foot  and  the  relatively  short  outermost  primary. 
Photograph  © PRBO  Conservation  Science. 


Abstract 

This  paper  treats  a record  of  Tristram’s  Storm- 
Petrel  (Oceanoclwma  tristrami),  a bird  cap- 
tured by  mist-net  in  a colony  of  Ashy  Storm- 
Petrels  (0.  homochroa)  on  Southeast  Farallon 
Island,  California  on  22  April  2006.  This 
record  represents  the  first  photographic 
record  of  the  species  for  North  America. 


Background 

Tristram’s  Storm-Petrel  (Oceanodroma  tris- 
trami) is  a very  large,  dark-rumped,  fork- 
tailed storm-petrel  of  the  subtropical  west- 
ern Pacific  Ocean.  It  breeds  in  the  North- 
west Hawaiian  Islands  and  Japan  and  ranges 
at  sea  in  the  northwestern  Pacific  (Harrison 
1983),  and  there  is  one  well-documented 


record  of  a vagrant  in  Australia  (Palliser 
2002).  On  22  April  2006,  Warzybok  and 
Bradley  mist-netted  and  photographed  a 
Tristram’s  Storm-Petrel  on  Southeast  Faral- 
lon island,  California,  which  constitutes  the 
first  confirmed  North  American  record  of 
this  little-known  species. 
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Figure  2.  Tristram's  Storm-Petrel,  Southeast  Farailon  Island,  California,  22  April  2006.  In  this  dorsal  photograph,  note  the  dark  pri- 
mary shafts,  bold  pale  ulnar  band  (perhaps  exaggerated  by  the  flash),  and  the  deeply  forked  tail.  Unlike  on  other  large  and  very  large 
dark  storm-petrels,  the  uppertail  coverts  of  Tristram's  are  contrastingly  paler  gray,  which  is  visible  in  this  photograph.  Photograph  © 
PRBO  Conservation  Science. 


Field  encounter  and  follow-up 

At  about  2300  PDT  on  22  April  2006,  Warzy- 
bok,  Bradley,  and  Farailon  interns  John 
Warzybok,  Caroline  Poli,  and  Melinda  Con- 
ners were  mist-netting  Ashy  Storm-Petrels 
(Oceanodroma  homochroa)  on  the  slopes  of 
Lighthouse  Hill,  Southeast  Farailon  Island. 
Bi-monthly  mist-netting  sessions  have  been 
conducted  here  since  the  early  1970s  as  part 
of  a mark-recapture  program  to  monitor  the 
population  of  this  highly  localized  species. 
Warzybok  was  stationed  at  the  net  when  he 
saw  a large  dark  bird  hit  the  net  with  a great 
deal  of  force,  causing  the  net  to  bow  out  and 
quiver  much  more  than  when  struck  by  an 
Ashy  Storm-Petrel.  On  checking  the  mist-net, 
all  involved  were  surprised  to  find  a “differ- 
ent” dark  storm-petrel,  much  larger  than  the 
Ashies.  Although  the  evening’s  work  was  fair- 
ly hectic,  with  lots  of  birds  to  band,  Bradley 
climbed  down  the  field  station  to  fetch  a 
camera  in  order  to  document  this  unusual 
bird.  The  bird  was  photographed  (Figures  1- 
3),  its  wing  chord  measured  at  191  mm,  re- 
laxed and  unstraightened,  by  Pete  Warzybok 
(who  has  experience  measuring  many  hun- 
dreds of  storm-petrels),  and  an  attempt  was 
made  to  band  it.  Unfortunately,  the  station’s 
bands  (size  IB)  used  for  Ashy  and  Leach’s 
Storm-Petrels  on  the  Farallones  proved  far 
too  small  to  fit  on  the  bird’s  tarsus,  and  it  was 
released  unmarked. 

The  only  large  dark  storm-petrel  recorded 
from  the  Farallones  (at  that  time)  was  Black 
Storm-Petrel  (0.  melania),  which  breeds  off 
southern  California  and  ranges  north  to  cen- 
tral, rarely  northern,  California  in  fall  (Ainley 
and  Everett  2001);  Black  would  he  very  rare 
in  spring  off  northern  California.  No  one 
present  had  in-hand  experience  with  Black 
Storm-Petrel,  but  the  logical  assumption  was 
that  the  bird  was  presumably  a Black.  With- 
out a lot  of  identification  resources  available 
on  the  island,  and  with  a busy  seabird  breed- 
ing season  underway,  the  bird  soon  moved  to 
a back  burner. 

In  the  late  fall  of  2006,  Bradley  showed 
photographs  of  the  Farailon  bird  to  Howell, 
who  was  concerned  that  it  did  not  look  like  a 
Black  Storm-Petrel,  a species  with  which  he 
had  in-hand  experience  at  Mexican  colonies. 
The  Farailon  bird  looked  massive,  whereas 
Black  is  simply  large.  A quick  collation  of 
measurements  from  the  literature  showed 
that  the  Farailon  bird’s  wing  chord  was  too 
large  for  Black  Storm-Petrel  and  fitted  only 
Tristram’s  or  possibly  Matsudaira’s  (0.  matsu- 
dairae)  storm-petrel,  another  dark-rumped, 
fork-tailed  species  of  the  western  Pacific,  al- 
though plumage  features  favored  Tristram’s 
over  Matsudaira’s. 


The  Farailon  photographs  were  reviewed 
in  February  2007  by  several  seabird  biologists 
at  the  Pacific  Seabird  Group  meeting  in  Pa- 
cific Grove,  California,  and  the  consensus  was 
that  the  bird  was  a Tristram’s.  Museum  speci- 
mens of  all  large,  dark,  fork-tailed  storm-pe- 
trels were  examined  and  measured  by  Howell 
and  Peter  Pyle,  to  provide  reference  material 
with  which  to  evaluate  the  Farailon  bird. 
Everything  pointed  to  it  being  a Tristram’s, 
the  record  was  submitted  to  the  California 
Bird  Records  Committee,  and  in  Eebruary 
2008  it  was  accepted  unanimously  (Guy  Mc- 
Caskie,  pers.  comm.). 

Identification 

Identifying  dark  fork-tailed  storm-petrels  is 
challenging;  few  observers 
have  experience  with  all  of 
the  species,  and  most  litera- 
ture does  not  treat  their  iden- 
tification well.  Among  dark- 
rumped,  fork-tailed  storm- 
petrels,  only  four  species 
need  to  be  considered  with 
respect  to  the  Farailon  bird, 
all  of  which  occur  in  the 
northern  Pacific.  Of  these. 

Black  and  Markham’s  (O. 
markhami)  are  large,  whereas 
Tristram’s  and  Matsudaira’s 
are  very  large.  Each  species  is 
quite  distinctive  when  seen 


well  at  sea,  as  reviewed  recently  by  Howell 
and  Patteson  (2008).  A bird  in  hand  offers  its 
own  challenges,  however,  as  behavioral  clues 
such  as  flight  manner  cannot  be  evaluated.  In- 
stead, a combination  of  plumage  characters, 
standard  measurements,  and  comparative 
structural  measurements  enables  each  species 
to  be  identified.  Morphometric  measures 
(particularly  tarsus  length)  are  prone  to  ob- 
server variation  and  should  be  used  with  cau- 
tion (Gosler  et  al.  1998,  Hull  et  al.  2001).  Tar- 
sus measurements  in  Table  1 were  taken  by 
Howell  and  Peter  Pyle,  which  we  know  from 
extensive  collaborative  experience  to  be  fairly 
comparable.  Thickness  of  tarsus  (reflected  in 
band  size)  is  another  feature  worthy  of  study 
by  those  handling  live  birds. 


Table  1.  Measurements  (in  mm)  of  large,  dark-rumped,  fork-tailed  storm-petrels. 

tip  of  p9  to  tip  of: 

Wing  chord 

Tarsus 

plO 

p8 

P7 

8-15 

Tristram's 

172-192 

25-29 

11-18 

1-3 

(n=94)t2 

(n=15)’ 

(n=15)’ 

Matsudaira's 

178-190 

22-25 

5-8 

3-4 

12-16 

(n=15)’'’ 

(n=3)’ 

(n=3)^ 

Black 

167-180 

30-33 

7-9 

3-5 

12-17 

(n=20)’ 

(n=20)’ 

(n=13)^ 

Markham's 

165-176 

22-25 

9-15 

1-5 

12-17 

(n=10)’ 

(n=10)’ 

(n=10)2 

’Marks  & Leasure  1992,  ^Specimen  measurements  by  Howell  and  P.  Pyie 
(see  acknowledgments),  ^Kuroda  1922. 
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Figure  3.  Tristram's  Storm-Petrel,  Southeast  Farallon  Island,  California,  22  April  2006.  This  photograph  shows  well  the  contrast  between  the  steely 
gray  head  and  brownish  underbody,  which  is  characteristic  of  Tristram's,  plus  the  relatively  short  outermost  primary  (pfO),  which,  even  allowing  for 

the  angle,  is  shorter  than  p7.  Photograph  © PRBO  Conservation  Science. 


Characters  that  support  the  identification 
of  the  Farallon  bird  as  a Tristram’s  are  its  mas- 
sive size  and  bulk  (which  Warzybok  likened 
to  holding  a Cassin’s  Auklet),  long  wing  chord 
(191  mm,  cf.  Table  1),  strong  steely-gray  gloss 
to  the  head,  lack  of  white  shafts  in  the  outer 
primaries,  deeply  forked  tail,  stout  tarsi 
(thicker  than  a IB  band),  and  wing-tip  formu- 
la, with  plO  relatively  short  (shorter  than  p7; 
see  Table  1).  The  Farallon  bird  appeared  to  be 
in  reasonably  fresh  plumage  and  showed  no 
evidence  of  molt,  hence  we  have  no  reason  to 
believe  that  wing-tip  formulae  would  be  com- 
promised by  feathers  that  were  not  fully 
grown.  The  other  possible  candidates  can  be 
ruled  out  as  follows  (see  Table  1). 

Matsudaira’s  Storm-Petrel  is  a more  lightly 
built  bird  that  lacks  such  strong  gray  tones  to 
the  head;  the  exposed  bases  of  the  shafts  to 
the  outer  primaries  are  contrastingly  white; 
the  tarsi  and  feet  are  less  substantial;  and  the 
wing-tip  formula  differs,  with  plO  being  rela- 
tively long  (longer  than  p7).  Markham’s 
Storm-Petrel  is  smaller  and  more  lightly  built 
with  thinner  tarsi,  and  it  usually  has  plO 
longer  than  p7.  Black  Storm-Petrel  is  smaller 
with  generally  sooty  brown  plumage  tones; 
the  tarsi  are  thinner  but  longer;  and  the  wing- 
tip  formula  differs,  with  plO  relatively  long 
(longer  than  p7). 

Discussion 

Tristram’s  Storm-Petrels  lay  their  single  egg 
mainly  during  December-February,  and 
young  fledge  April-May  (Brazil  1991,  Slotter- 
back  2002).  Their  complete  prebasic  molt  oc- 
curs at  sea,  away  from  the  breeding  grounds, 
presumably  during  June-November.  The 


molting  schedules  of  immatures  are  un- 
known, but,  based  on  the  molt  strategies  of 
other  storm-petrel  species  with  similar  life- 
history  characteristics,  immature  Tristram’s 
might  be  expected  to  molt  March-September. 
Hundreds  of  Tristram’s  Storm-Petrels  seen  by 
Howell  off  Japan  in  April-May  (in  2007  and 
2008)  were  in  distinctly  worn  and  faded 
plumage,  unlike  the  relatively  fresh  plumage 
of  the  Farallon  bird. 

Like  many  tubenoses,  immature  storm-pe- 
trels tend  to  visit  the  colonies  later  in  the  sea- 
son than  do  adults,  with  visits  becoming  ear- 
lier and  earlier  as  birds  get  older.  We  suspect 
that  the  Farallon  bird  was  a wandering,  pre- 
breeding immature,  although  it  is  also  possi- 
ble that  it  may  have  been  a recently  fledged 
juvenile  that  headed  eastward  rather  than 
westward  from  the  breeding  grounds.  A Tris- 
tram’s Storm-Petrel  seen  off  southern  Califor- 
nia by  Howell,  Todd  McGrath,  and  others  on 
21  July  2007  showed  no  obvious  signs  of 
wing  molt  at  a time  when  adults  and  even  im- 
matures might  be  expected  to  be  in  molt  (see 
above),  which  suggests  that  it  could  have 
been  a juvenile. 

Given  the  Farallon  record,  plus  the  sight 
record  off  southern  California,  we  suspect 
that  Tristram’s  Storm-Petrel  may  be  an  occa- 
sional but  overlooked  visitor  to  waters  (and 
islands!)  off  western  North  America.  Ob- 
servers fortunate  enough  to  encounter  any 
large  dark  storm-petrel  from  central  Califor- 
nia northwards,  especially  outside  the  Au- 
gust-October  window  when  Black  Storm-Pe- 
trels disperse  northward,  should  be  aware  of 
the  possibility  that  such  birds  could  be  Tris- 
tram’s Storm-Petrel. 


Acknowledgments 

We  thank  the  curators  and  collec- 
tion managers  at  the  British  Muse- 
um (Mark  Adams,  Robert  Prys- 
Jones),  California  Academy  of  Sci- 
ences O^ck  Dumbacher,  Maureen 
Flannery),  Museum  of  Vertebrate 
Zoology,  University  of  California, 
Berkeley  (Carla  Cicero),  and  Bernice 
P.  Bishop  Museum,  Hawaii,  for  ac- 
cess to  specimens  in  their  care,  and 
Peter  Pyle  for  helping  to  gather 
specimen  data.  Kirsten  Lindquist, 
Ian  L.  Jones,  and  numerous  others 
of  the  Pacific  Seabird  Group  offered 
comments  on  the  photographs. 
PRBO’s  long-term  work  on  South- 
east Farallon  Island  is  conducted  in 
collaboration  with  the  U.S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service.  This  paper  is  PRBO 
contribution  #1634. 

Literature  cited 

Ainley,  D.  G.,  and  W.  T.  Everett.  2001.  Black 
Storm-Petrel  (Oceanodwma  melania).  In: 
The  Birds  of  North  America,  No.  577  (A. 
Poole  and  F Gill,  eds.).  The  Birds  of  North 
America,  Inc.  Philadelphia. 

Brazil,  M.  A.  The  Birds  of  Japan.  Smithsonian 
Institution  Press,  Washington,  D.C. 

Gosler,  A.  G.,  J.  D.  Greenwood,  J.  K.  Baker, 
and  N.  C.  Davidson.  1998.  The  field  deter- 
mination of  body  size  and  condition  in 
passerines:  a report  to  the  British  Ringing 
Committee.  Bird  Study  45:  92-103. 

Harrison,  R 1983.  Seabirds:  An  Identification 
Guide.  Houghton  Mifflin  Company,  Boston. 

Howell,  S.  N.  G.,  and  J.  B.  Patteson.  2008. 
Swinhoe’s  Petrel  off  North  Carolina  and  a 
review  of  dark  storm-petrel  identification. 
Binding  World  21:  255-262. 

Hull,  C.  L.,  B.  A.  Vanderkist,  L.  W.  Lougheed, 
G.  W.  Kaiser,  and  E Cooke.  2001.  Morpho- 
metric variation  in  Marbled  Murrelets, 
Brachyramphus  mannoratus,  in  British  Co- 
lumbia. Northwestern  Naturalist  82:  41-51. 

Kuroda,  N.  1922.  Remarks  on  the  Japanese 
petrels  of  the  genus  Oceanodroma.  Ibis  11: 
309-314. 

Marks,  J.  S.,  and  S.  M.  Leasure.  1992.  Breeding 
biology  of  Tristram’s  Storm-Petrel  on  Laysan 
Island.  Wilson  Bulletin  104:  719-731. 

Palliser,  T.  2002.  Tristram’s  Storm  Petrel 
Oceanodroma  tristrami  off  Sydney,  New 
South  Wales:  a new  bird  for  Australia.  The 
Australian  Bird  Watcher  19:  215-218. 

Slotterback,  J.  W.  2002.  Tristram’s  Storm-Pe- 
trel (Oceanodroma  tristrami).  In:  The  Birds 
of  North  America,  No.  673  (A.  Poole  and  E 
Gill,  eds.).  The  Birds  of  North  America, 
Inc.,  Philadelphia.  ^ 


636 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


Institute  for  Field  Ornithology 


Owls,  Trogons  & Hummingbirds 

May  3 - 9,  2009 

Location  : Bisbee,  Arizona  * Instructors  : Sheri  Williamson  & Tom  Wood 

Ornithology  Field  Camp;  Yellowstone 
Predator,  Prey  & Scavenger  Ecology 

May  18  - 28,  2009 

Location  : Silver  Gate,  Montana/Yellowstone  • Instructor ; Terry  McEneaney 

Digital  Bird  Photography 

June  1-5,  2009 

Location  : Boulder,  Colorado  • Instructor : Bill  Schmoker 

Woodpeckers  of  North  America 

June  9-  14,  2009 

Location  : The  Cascade  Mountains  of  central  Oregon  * instructor : Steve  Shunk 


Ornithology  Field  Camp:  Flathead  Lake,  Montana 

August  23  - 30,  2009 

Location  : Flathead  Lake,  Montana  * instructor : Terry  McEneaney 

Ultimate  Migration 

September  20  - 26,  2009 

Location  : Cape  May,  New  Jersey  * Instructor : Mark  Garland 


Field  Study  and  Classroom  Education 

PHONE:  800-850-2473  Ext.  237  • EMAIL:  ifo@aba.org  • WEBSITE:  www.aba.org/ifo 


m 


PAUL  E.  CONOVER  • 501  ADRIENNE  STREET,  LAEAYETTE,  LOUISIANA  70506  • (ZOISEAUX@COX.NET) 

BUFORD  MAC.  MYERS  • 641  SOUTH  5TH  STREET,  EUNICE,  LOUISIANA  70535  • (BMYERS990@EARTHLINK.NET) 


Figures  1,2.  These  images  of  the  Crowned  Slaty-Flycatcher  at  Peveto  Beach  Woods,  Cameron  Parish,  Louisiana  3 June  2008  were  taken  just  prior  to  its  collection.  The  blackish  crown  and  auriculars,  con- 
trasting against  the  gray  supercilium  and  underparts,  are  features  typical  of  no  other  North  American  flycatcher.  Photographs  by  Paul  Conover. 


Abstract 

This  paper  documents  a record  of  Crowned 
Slaty-Flycatcher  (Einpidoiwiniis  aurantioativ- 
cristatiis)  from  Cameron  Parish,  Louisiana  on 
3 June  2008.  The  record,  documented  with 
photographs  and  a specimen,  is  the  first  for 
the  United  States  and  second  for  North 
America. 


Field  encounter 

On  3 June  2008,  the  authors  were  surveying 
birds  in  Cameron  Parish  in  southwestern 
Louisiana.  Shortly  before  noon  we  entered  an 
area  east  of  Johnsons  Bayou  known  as  Peveto 
Beach  Woods,  a once  extensive  coastal  chenier 
that  is  now  much  degraded,  except  for 
the  nearby  Baton  Rouge  Audubon  Society  sanc- 


tuary property.  Almost  immediately,  we  ob- 
served a small  bird  fly  up  and  perch  on  a bare 
limb  of  a Hackberry  (Celtis  laevigata),  about  25 
m distant  and  about  2.5  m above  ground.  From 
its  flight,  we  suspected  that  it  was  a tyrant  fly- 
catcher, although  it  appeared  to  be  smaller  than 
a Great  Crested  Flycatcher  (Myiarchus  crini- 
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tus),  the  smallest  summer  resident  flycatcher 
expected  in  the  immediate  area.  Upon  observ- 
ing the  bird  perched,  we  were  initially  per- 
plexed, because  its  plumage  did  not  match  that 
of  any  expected  species.  The  bird  was  about  the 
size  of  an  Eastern  Phoebe  (Sayomis  phoebe).  It 
was  a light  or  medium  gray  beneath,  with  a 
slight  yellowish  wash  to  the  vent  and  undertail 
coverts,  and  slightly  darker  gray-brown  back 
and  wing  coverts.  The  face  was  the  same  gray 
as  the  underparts,  with  a dusky  blackish  patch 
from  the  lores  through  the  eye  and  back  to  the 
auriculars.  This  was  bordered  above  by  a gray 
superciliary.  The  crown  appeared  to  be  black  or 
blackish.  The  bill  and  legs  appeared  dark,  as 
did  the  eye.  Myers  suspected  that  the  bird  was 
an  austral  migrant  Neotropical  tyrannid,  and 
his  suspicion  was  enhanced  by  brief  glimpses 
of  what  appeared  to  be  yellow  in  the  center  of 
the  bird’s  crovra. 

Although  we  were  uncertain  of  the  identifi- 
cation, we  realized  the  importance  of  the 
record.  Possessing  the  necessary  permits,  we 
decided  to  collect  the  bird.  Conover  pho- 
tographed the  bird  while  Myers  prepared  to  col- 
lect it.  The  bird  flew  closer  to  us  and  sally-hov- 
ered near  a branch  of  Live  Oak  (Quercus  virgini- 
ana).  We  could  not  determine  if  the  foraging 
flight  was  successful.  The  bird  returned  to  its 
original  perch.  As  Myers  moved  into  position  to 
collect  the  bird,  it  flew  out  of  sight  into  nearby 
trees,  but  Conover  soon  relocated  the  bird  and 
collected  it.  With  specimen  in  hand,  Myers  be- 
came more  confident  of  the  specimen’s  identity 
but  could  not  recall  the  entire  proper  name. 
Conover  telephoned  the  Louisiana  State  Uni- 
versity Museum  of  Natural  Science  (LSUMNS) 
and  spoke  with  Bird  Collection  Manager  Steven 
W.  Cardiff.  Conover  described  the  specimen 
meticulously  and  conveyed  our  suspicions 
about  its  identity.  Cardiff,  vAth  specimens  to 
compare  to  our  descriptions,  confirmed  that  it 
sounded  like  a Crovmed  Slaty-Flycatcher  (Em- 
pidonomus  aurantioatrocristatus;  sometimes 
placed  in  the  monotypic  genus  Griseotyranms) . 
We  arranged  to  deliver  the  specimen  to  the 
LSUMNS  later  that  afternoon. 

While  en  route  to  the  LSUMNS,  Conover 
telephoned  David  P.  Muth  and  John  Conover. 
According  to  their  Internet  searches,  a photo- 
graphically documented  Crowned  Slaty-Fly- 
catcher in  central  Panama  in  December  2007 
represented  the  sole  record  outside  South 
America  (Jones  and  Komar  2008). 

Upon  our  arrival  at  the  LSUMNS  in  Baton 
Rouge,  our  specimen  was  examined  and  its 
identification  confirmed.  Donna  L.  Dittmann 
immediately  prepared  the  specimen  as  a study 
skin  (LSUMNS  catalog  No.  180361)  and  inter- 
nally sexed  the  bird  as  a male  (left  testis  2x1 
mm),  and  aged  the  bird  as  an  adult  (skull  com- 
pletely ossified,  Bursa  of  Fabricius  absent). 
The  bird  weighed  31.8  grams  and  was  record- 


ed as  having  heavy  fat  (thus  suggesting  that 
the  bird  was  in  migratory  condition  and  per- 
haps about  to  undertake  a major  flight).  The 
outer  primaries  were  fully  notched,  and  no 
wing,  tail,  or  body  molt  was  noted;  the 
plumage  was  very  worn.  There  were  no  obvi- 
ous abnormalities.  Soft  part  colors  were 
recorded  as:  iris  dark  brown;  maxilla,  tarsi,  feet 
black;  mandible  horn  at  base  blending  to  black 
distally.  The  specimen  matches  in  size  and  col- 
or the  LSUMNS  series  of  >30  study  skins  of  the 
nominate  subspecies,  although  no  specimens 
ofE.  a.  pallidiventris,  the  presumably  sedentary 
subspecies  of  eastern  Brazil  (Fitzpatrick  2004), 
were  available  for  direct  comparison.  Tissue 
samples  were  deposited  in  the  LSUMNS  Col- 
lection of  Genetic  Resources  (catalog  No.  B- 
62424),  and  stomach  contents  (insect  parts) 
were  saved,  as  was  a partial  skeleton. 

Discussion 

The  breeding  range  of  Crowned  Slaty-Fly- 
catcher extends  from  northern  and  eastern  Bo- 
livia to  interior  Brazil,  Paraguay,  Uruguay,  and 
northern  and  central  Argentina;  some  popula- 
tions migrate  northward  for  the  austral  winter 
to  Amazonia,  as  far  north  as  eastern  Ecuador, 
southeastern  Colombia,  and  western  Amazon- 
ian Brazil  (Ridgely  and  Tudor  1994).  It  is  acci- 
dental north  of  the  Orinoco  River,  with  the 
previous  northernmost  record  a February 
1950  specimen  from  the  coastal  state  of 
Aragua  in  Venezuela  (Hilty  2003).  The  De- 
cember 2007  record  from  Cerro  Azul,  Pana- 
ma, although  from  a more  southerly  latitude 
than  the  Aragua  record,  represents  the  only 
other  record  from  outside  of  South  America 
Qones  and  Komar  2008).  There  are  no  prior 
records  from  the  United  States  (A.O.U.  1998). 

Vagrant  austral  migrants  provide  a small  but 
remarkable  addition  to  the  avifauna  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  Probably  the  best-known  example  is 
the  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  (Tyrannus  savana), 
which  strays  annually  to  the  United  States.  Al- 
though North  American  sightings  of  Fork-tailed 
Flycatcher  from  the  United  States  and  Canada 
have  been  reported  across  the  continent,  the 
majority  of  records  have  come  from  states  and 
provinces  along  the  Atlantic  coast.  This  is  not 
surprising,  because  central  Venezuela,  for  ex- 
ample, is  roughly  on  the  same  longitude  as  east- 
ern Maine.  Vagrant  austral  migrants  are  thought 
to  be  either  overshoots  or  wrong-way  migrants, 
and  Lockwood  (1999)  described  two  seasonal 
peaks  for  the  occurrence  of  Fork-tailed  Fly- 
catcher in  the  United  States  and  Canada,  with 
peaks  mirroring  the  typical  migration  periods  of 
the  migratory  South  American  subspecies.  For 
the  southeastern  and  south-central  United 
States,  the  spring  peak  (mid-April  to  mid-July) 
is  slightly  higher  than  the  fall  peak  and  is 
thought  by  Lockwood  to  represent  austral  mi- 
grants overshooting  their  wintering  grounds. 


Given  the  earlyjune  date  of  our  record  of  E.  au- 
rantioatrocristatus, perhaps  it  also  pertains  to 
such  an  instance  of  an  overshoot. 

The  genus  Empidonomus  is  otherwise  rep- 
resented on  the  United  States  checklist  by  a 
handful  of  records  of  another  South  American 
austral  migrant  Variegated  Flycatcher,  (Empi- 
donomus varius).  The  most  widely  accepted 
United  States  records  for  Variegated  Flycatch- 
er are  a November  1977  record  from  Maine,  a 
May  1983  record  from  Tennessee  (A.O.U. 
1998),  and  a recent  extraordinary  record  from 
the  state  of  Washington  in  September  2008 
(Mlodinow  and  Irons  2009). 

At  the  November  2008  annual  meeting  of 
the  Louisiana  Bird  Records  Committee,  the 
specimen  and  written  reports  associated  with 
the  present  record  were  examined  and  evalu- 
ated, and  Crowned  Slaty-Flycatcher  was 
added  to  the  official  Louisiana  state  list 
(Dittmann  2008). 
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1 • This  immature  Brown  Booby  at  Holly  Beach,  Cameron  Parish  1 June  2008  was  a rare  onshore  treat  in 

Louisiana.  Records  from  Gulf  coast  states  are  increasing.  Photograph  byJ.  V.  Remsen. 

2 • This  Sandwich  Tern  landed  on  a seismic  vessel  300  km  east  of  Cape  Race,  Newfoundland  for  one  hour  on  27 
June  2008.  It  represents  the  second  provincial  record.  The  third  (a  distinctly  different  bird)  appeared  a few  days 
later:  it  was  found  dying  on  a shrimp  boat  in  the  same  area.  Photograph  by  Bruce  Mactavish. 

3 • This  adult  Jabiru  near  Charenton,  St.  Mary  Parish  27  July  2008  represents  the  first  occurrence  for  Louisiana. 
Luckily,  the  finder  (a  non-birder)  had  a camera,  decided  to  photograph  this  spectacular  and  unfamiliar  bird, 
identified  it  on  the  Internet,  and  then  reported  it  to  the  Louisiana  Bird  Records  Committee.  Congratulations, 
Bill!  Photograph  by  Bill  Stelly,  Jr. 

4 • These  nestling  Whip-poor-wills  were  photographed  at  La  Laguna,  Baja  California  Sur  on  1 5 July  2008.  Al- 
though recorded  regularly  in  the  Sierra  de  La  Laguna  since  the  1960s,  nesting  by  this  species  was  never  before 
confirmed  on  the  Baja  California  Peninsula.  It  is  unknown  whether  this  population  is  migratory  or  resident. 
Photograph  by  David  Krueper. 

5 • Two  male  and  one  female  Mangrove  Yellow  Warblers  were  documented  at  Bahia  de  Los  Angeles  1 June  2008, 
the  first  to  be  recorded  in  Baja  California.  Although  the  subspecies  group  is  clear,  the  actual  subspecies  is  not. 
Photograph  by  Marco  Antonio  Gonzalez  Bernal. 
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1 & 2 • These  Baird's  Juncos  were  found  at  La  Laguna,  Baja  California  Sur,  a juvenile  (left,  16  July  2008)  and 
and  adult  (right,  17  July  2008).  Although  currently  regarded  as  a subspecies  ofVellow-eyed  Junco  by  the 
American  Ornithologists'  Union's  Check-list  Committee,  this  endemic  taxon  enjoyed  specific  status  until  1973 
and  has  a song  remarkably  different  than  the  mainland  population's  song.  Photographs  by  David  Krueper. 

3 • Although  recorded  recently  from  the  Nicaraguan  side  of  the  Rio  San  Juan,  this  Great  Jacamar  pho- 
tographed on  the  Costa  Rican  side  of  the  river  near  Boca  San  Carlos  on  27  July  2008  established  the  first  re- 
cent record  from  the  San  Carlos  lowland  plains.  The  species  has  been  in  serious  decline  in  northern  Costa 
Rica  north  of  Limdn  for  more  than  a decade.  Photograph  by  Oscar  Ramirez. 

4 ■ The  first  Sharpbil!  nest  in  Costa  Rica,  and  one  of  the  few  ever  found,  was  discovered  on  the  Caribbean 
slope  of  Tapanti  National  Park  on  21  (here  25)  June  2008.  It  contained  two  nestlings  and  was  observed  by 
many  over  the  next  few  days.  The  nest  was  in  a tree  next  to  a service  road  near  the  park  ranger  station. 
Photograph  by  Gustavo  Flores  Yzaguirre. 

5 • Conditions  at  Lake  Henry,  Crowley  County,  Colorado  were  ideal  for  breeding  Mechmophorus  grebes  this 
season.  Among  the  hundreds  of  nesting  birds  observed  on  16  June  2008  was  this  foursome  of  a female 
Clark's  Grebe,  attendant  male  Western  Grebe,  and  two  small  chicks  (presumed  hybrids)  riding  on  mom's 
back.  Photograph  by  Van  Truan. 

6 • This  unusual  sparrow  was  found  at  Charlemont  Reservation,  Lorain  County,  Ohio  3 (here  15)  July  2008 
associating  with  a presumed  mate  (Clay-colored  Sparrow).  Vocalizations  and  in-hand  study  point  towards 
this  individual  being  a Field  Sparrow  x Clay-colored  Sparrow  hybrid.  Photograph  by  Andy  Jones. 

7 •>  The  vagrant  of  the  season  for  Centra!  America  was  this  immature  Gray-bellied  Hawk  (Accipiter 
poliogaster),  seen  briefly  26  June  2008  at  La  Selva  Biological  Station  in  Costa  Rica.  It  was  never  seen  again. 
Although  a sight  record  exists  for  Panama  (from  2004,  see  SA  Box  in  the  regional  report),  this  rare  South 
American  hawk  had  never  before  been  documented  in  North  America.  Photograph  byCristian  Gamboa. 
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1 • Through  the  season  (here  13  July  2008),  at  least  two  and  possibly  three  pairs  of  Black-necked  Stilts  were 
present  in  the  flooded  "potholes"  along  the  Sandusky/Seneca  County,  Ohio  line,  where  one  unsuccessful 
nest  attempt  was  documented.  Photograph  by  Terry  Lutz. 

2 • Painted  Redstarts  reach  the  northern  edge  of  their  breeding  range  in  Zion  Canyon,  Zion  National  Park, 
Washington  County,  Utah.  Successful  nesting  has  been  documented  annually  since  2004,  and  singing  males 
such  as  this  individual  photographed  14  April  2008  can  be  found  along  the  Virgin  River  in  Zion's  wooded 
canyons.  Photograph  by  Rick  Fridell. 

3 • Neotropic  Cormorant  numbers  have  been  steadily  increasing  in  Arizona  over  the  past  decade.  As  this 
species  is  noted  for  its  post-breeding  dispersal,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  first  was  documented  in  Utah  in 
August  2007.  This  individual,  photographed  31  July  2008  at  Ivin's  Reservoir,  Washington  County,  Utah,  fur- 
nished the  state's  second  documented  record.  Photograph  by  Rick  Fridell. 

4 • This  Bahama  Mockingbird,  presumably  a vagrant  from  the  Bahamas  rather  than  the  Greater  Antilles, 
was  at  Key  Largo,  Monroe  County,  Florida  on  1 8 June  2008.  Photograph  by  Chris  Rasmussen. 

5 • The  first  Green-tailed  Towhee  to  appear  in  British  Columbia  in  six  years  was  a one-day  wonder  at 
Lardeau  on  7 July  2008.  Photograph  by  by  Gail Spitler. 

6 • In  British  Columbia,  it  is  very  unusual  for  such  a rarity  to  remain  for  long  periods,  but  this  green-backed 
Lesser  Goldfinch  was  a crowd  pleaser  in  Abbotsford  through  most  of  the  summer  (here  1 2 June  2008). 
Photograph  by  Peter  Candida. 

1 • A noteworthy  visitor  to  a Lakewood,  Jefferson  County,  Colorado  backyard  on  15  July  2008  was  this  male 
apparent  Black-chinned  Hummingbird  x Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  hybrid.  Photograph  by  Mark  Chavez. 

8 • Indiana's  first  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  was  found  on  31  May  2008  (here)  in  rural  Owen  County  by  a group 
doing  work  for  Indiana's  Breeding  Bird  Atlas.  This  bird,  photographed  here  on  the  day  of  its  discovery,  was 
seen  by  many  birders,  and  looked  much  perkier  (i.e.,  its  left  eye  was  completely  open  and  its  plumage  was 
in  better  shape)  on  1 -2  June,  the  latter  the  final  day  of  its  stay.  Photograph  by  Susan  E.  Hengeveld. 
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1 • This  dark-merph  juvenile  Reddish  Egret  at  Craney  Island,  Portsmouth,  Virginia  on  23  July  2008  provided 
(at  last!)  a first  definitive  record  for  the  state,  though  there  have  been  several  sight  records.  Photograph  by 
Adam  D'Onofm. 

2 • This  juvenile  Merlin  was  part  of  a brood  raised  at  Chappaquiddick  Island,  Martha's  Vineyard,  Massa- 
chusetts in  July  2008  (here  8 August),  the  southernmost  record  of  breeding  in  New  England  to  date. 
Photograph  by  Lanny  McDowell. 

3 • This  Tricolored  Heron  chick  was  one  of  three  in  a nest  at  Muskeget  Island,  Nantucket  County,  Massachu- 
setts, first  found  26  July  (here  3 August)  2008.  Photograph  by  Lucy  French. 

4 • This  nest  of  American  Pipits  was  photographed  on  Mount  Washington,  New  Hampshire  1 1 July  2008,  one 
of  the  southernmost  breeding  stations  of  this  species  in  the  East.  Photograph  by  Julie  Hart. 


5 • Least  Bitterns  appeared  unusually  cooperative  in  summer  2008  in  Bronte  Marsh  in  Oakville,  west  of 
Toronto,  Ontario,  giving  many  enthusiastic  birders  excellent  views.  This  bird,  photographed  8 July,  was  one 
of  two  pairs  easily  observed  in  this  urban  marsh  throughout  the  period.  Breeding  by  at  least  one  of  the 
pairs  was  later  confirmed.  Photograph  by  John  Millman. 

6 • This  singing  male  Kirtland's  Warbler  was  found  and  photographed  at  Kennebunk  Plains,  Maine  on  2 June 
2008 — a first  record  for  the  state.  Photograph  by  Tremr  Persons. 

7 • In  western  Washington,  VJilson’s  Phalaropes  breed  only  at  Port  Susan  Bay,  Snohomish  County,  where 
they  first  bred  in  2003.  In  summer  2008,  an  unprecedented  18  males  were  on  territory,  raising  an  estimated 
40-f  young.  This  male  was  feeding  among  the  flowers  at  Port  Susan  Bay  on  19  June  2008.  Photograph  by 
Steven  G.  Mlodirtow. 
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1 • A highlight  of  the  season  was  this  Sulphur-bellied  Flycatcher  at  McAllen,  Texas  from  9 (here  14)  June 
through  5 July  2008.  This  individual  carried  nesting  materials  and  occupied  the  cavity  for  periods  of  time, 
but  no  other  individuals  were  detected.  Photograph  by  Sheridan  Coffey. 

2 - Still  quite  rare  in  the  Southern  Great  Plains  region,  this  Mottled  Duck  appeared  at  the  Red  Slough 
Wildlife  Management  Area,  McCurtain  County,  Oklahoma  24  June  2008.  Photograph  by  Berlin  Heck. 

3 • Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher,  until  relatively  recently,  was  poorly  known  in  the  far  northwestern  edge  of  its 
range,  and  the  true  extent  of  its  range  is  not  yet  defined.  This  individual  was  singing  on  territory  at  Snafu 
Lake,  southern  Yukon  Territory  3-5  (here  5)  July  2008.  Photograph  by  Cameron  Eckert. 

4 • Representing  only  the  second  report  in  the  Prairie  Provinces  region,  this  Brewster's  Warbler  backcross 
was  nearTrentham,  Manitoba  on  7 June  2008.  It  was  found  during  an  intensive  Golden-winged  Warbler 
survey.  The  first  record  in  the  Prairie  Provinces  region  occurred  in  1932,  also  in  Manitoba.  Photograph  by 
Christian  Artuso. 

5 • This  long-staying  Red-necked  Stint  at  Delta  Beach  on  southern  San  Diego  Bay,  San  Diego  County, 

California  was  photographed  on  the  first  day  of  its  23  July  through  23  August  2008  stay.  Photograph  by 
Matt  Sadowski. 

6 • Totally  unexpected  was  this  adult  Bridled  Tern  inland  at  Unit  1 of  the  Salton  Sea  National  Wildlife  Refuge, 
Imperial  County,  California  7 (here  11)  July  through  24  August  2008.  Photograph  by  Kenneth  L Kurland. 

7 • The  past  20  years  have  seen  Whitehorse,  Yukon  Territory  emerge  as  an  outstanding  rarity  hotspot;  even 
still,  no  one  would  have  predicted  that  the  next  addition  to  the  Yukon  checklist  would  be  this  Oriental 
Turtle-Dove,  which  was  seen  briefly  in  Whitehorse  30  June  2008.  Photograph  by  Helmut  Griinberg. 
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Jul  11-23  - Northwest  Ecuador:  In  Search  of  Choco  Endemics  — The  wet  forests  of  Northwest  Ecuador  support  an  enormous  variety  of  species  found  only  here  and  in 
neighboring  regions  of  Colombia.  We’re  not  talking  about  drab  little  flycatchers  either,  but  some  of  the  most  fantastic  birds  on  Earth  including  plenty  of  hummingbirds, 
like  Black-breasted  Puffleg;  tanagers,  like  the  Glistening-green  Tanager;  and  the  glorious  Plate-billed  Mountain-Toucan.  Contact  Tropical  Birding,  www.tropicalbirding.com, 
info@tropicalbirding.com,  (800)  348-5941. 


Corpus  Christ!  40th  Anniversary  Convention  Pre-  and  Post-Trips 

• Apr  19-27  - Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  with  Gavin  Bieber.  Contact  Kathi  Mclvor 
at  WINGS,  http;//wingsbirds.com,  wings@wingsbirds.com,  (888)  293-6443. 

• Apr  21-27  - Gomez  Farfas  & El  Cielo  Biosphere  Reserve,  Mexico.  Contact  Kris 
Lafleur  at  WINGS,  http://wingsbirds,com,  wings@wingsbirds.com,  (888)  293-6443. 

• Apr  22-27  - Texas  Hill  Country.  Contact  Karen  Turner  at  Field  Guides, 
www.fieldguides.com,  fieldguides@fieldguides.com,  (800)  728-4953. 

• May  4-9  - Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  & South  Coast.  Contact  Steve  Shunk  at  Para- 
dise Birding,  www.paradisebirding.com,  steve@paradisebirding.com,  (541)  408-1753. 

• May  4-10  - Upper  Texas  Coast.  Contact  Tropical  Birding, 
www.tropicalbirding.com,  info@tropicalbirding.com,  (800)  348-5941. 


Jun  8-18  - Costa  Rica  — Enjoy  ten  fabulous  days  in  this  beautiful  country  that 
boasts  850  species.  You’ll  bird  from  sea  to  sky  with  visits  to  Savegre  Lodge,  Selva 
Verde  Lodge,  the  Sarapiqui  area.  La  Paz  Waterfall  Gardens,  and  the  Arenal  Hanging 
Bridges.  Trip  also  runs  Sep  21-Oct  1,  Oct  26-Nov  5,  & Dec  7-17.  Contact  Rick  Houlk, 
www.ocoeeadventuretravel.com,  rick@bluemooncruises.org,  (888)  723-8622. 

Jun  27-Jul  8 - Borneo:  Broadbills  and  Bristleheads  — Explore  Borneo’s  most 
pristine  recesses  for  sought-after  endemics.  Mt  Kinabalu,  the  highest  peak  between 
the  Himalayas  and  PNG,  for  Whitehead’s  Broadbill,  Whitehead’s  Trogon  and  White- 
head’s Spiderhunter,  and  the  Danum  Valley,  home  of  Blue-headed  Pitta  and 
Bornean  Bristlehead.  Tropical  Birding,  www.tropicalbirding.com, 
info@tropicalbirding.com,  (800)  348-5941. 


Apr  24-May  3 - Trinidad  & Tobago  --  Enjoy  10  days  in  T&T  with  an  official  list 
of  457  species  and  acclaimed  to  be  the  best  place  in  the  New  World  to  first  expe- 
rience the  splendor  of  tropical  birds.  Trip  repeated  6/2,  7/14,  8/11,  9/15, 10/13, 
11/10,  and  12/1.  Contact  Bill  Murphy,  www.trinidadbirding.com,  billmur- 
phy8@sbcglobal.net,  (317)  849-4868  or  (317)  407-0467 

May  8-17  - Beidaihe,  China:  Far  Eastern  Migration  — Incredible  migration 
birding  (fallout?)  at  Beidaihe  and  Happy  Island,  with  Siberian  Blue  Robin  and 
Mugimaki  Flycatcher,  is  coupled  with  a visit  to  the  Great  Wall,  for  the  endemic 
Pere  David’s  Laughingthrush.  Targets  also  include  Japanese  Grosbeak  and  Large 
Hawk-Cuckoo.  Tropical  Birding,  www.tropicalbirding.com, 
info@tropicalbirding.com,  (800)  348-5941. 

May  10-18  - Birding  in  the  Scottish  Highlands  with  Peter  Roberts  — The 

rugged  Highlands  epitomize  Scottish  scenery  while  providing  habitat  for  many 
seabirds,  shorebirds,  gamebirds,  and  perching  birds.  Targets  include  Eurasian  Ca- 
percaillie, Black  Grouse,  Red  Kite,  White-tailed  Eagle,  Eurasian  Dotterel,  Ring 
Ouzel,  and  Scottish  Crossbill.  Siemer  & Hand  Travel,  www.siemerhand.com, 
travel@siemerhand.com,  (800)  451-4321. 

May  22-25  - Pribilofs  - St.  Paul  Island  — St.  Paul  Island  is  home  to  millions  of 
seabirds  nesting  in  easily  observed  colonies  along  the  steep  shores  of  the  island. 
Thousands  of  migrating  gulls,  shorebirds,  seabirds,  ducks,  and  passerines  are 
drawn  to  this  remote  island  in  the  Bering  Sea.  Wilderness  Birding  Adventures, 
www.wildernessbirding.com.  info@wildernessbirding.com,  (907)  694-7442. 

May  27-Jun  4 - Gambell  and/or  Nome  Tour  — Visit  one  or  both  of  these  famed 
migration  hotspots.  Great  opportunities  exist  for  Asian  migrants  and  unusual  breed- 
ers in  these  very  special  places.  Gambell,  on  Saint  Lawrence  Island,  from  27  May-1 
June  and  Nome,  on  the  mainland,  from  1-4  June  are  truly  arctic  wonderlands. 
Wilderness  Birding  Adventures,  www.wildernessbirding.com. 
info@wildernessbirding.com,  (907)  694-7442. 

' May  31-Jun  7 - Macaws,  Parrots  & Quetzals  of  the  Mountains  of  Chihuahua, 

Mexico  — Opportunities  for  the  endangered  Thick-billed  Parrot,  Eared  Quetzal 
and  Military  Macaw  highlight  this  Sierra  Madran  trip  with  200  species  possible.  We 
will  also  view  two  of  the  most  spectacular  sights  in  North  America;  Basaseachic 
Falls  and  the  Copper  Canyon.  Contact  Bill  West  at  WingsWest  Birding  Tours, 
http://home.earthlink.net/~wingswestnm,  wingswestnm@earthlink.net, 
j (800)  583-6928. 

I Jun  1-15  - Uganda:  Birding  and  Primates  — Uganda,  with  1000  avian  species, 
has  been  called  “the  Pearl  of  Africa.”  From  Lake  Victoria  to  the  Albertine  Rift  Val- 
I ley,  this  trip  seeks  out  Shoebill,  as  well  as  hornbills,  turacos,  rollers,  bee-eaters, 
and  weavers.  An  optional  trip  for  Mountain  Gorilla  is  planned.  Contact  Herbert 
Byaruhanga  at  Bird  Uganda  Safaris,  www.birduganda.com,  direc- 
tor@birduganda.com,  -f256  312289048 

Jun  7-19  - Birding  in  Peru  with  Renzo  Zeppilli  — Visit  lodges  from  sea  level  to 
11,600  feet,  Machu  Picchu,  and,  of  course,  the  Manu  Wildlife  Center,  known  for  its 
incredible  biodiversity  and  abundant  bird  life.  Due  to  elevation  and  terrain,  partici- 
pants must  be  in  good  health.  Area  endemics,  high-Andean  waterfowl  and  mixed 
flocks  are  waiting!  Siemer  & Hand  Travel,  www.siemerhand.com, 
travel@siemerhand.com,  (800)  451-4321. 


Sep  24-Oct  9 - South  Africa:  Fairest  Cape  to  Kruger  — Expect  to  see  over  400 
species  on  this  tour,  including  bee-eaters,  hornbills,  barbets,  and  sunbirds  in  this 
beautiful  country  that  is  also  rich  in  wildlife.  Diversity  increases  with  a pelagic  trip 
and  visits  to  tropical  savanna,  golden-green  grasslands,  the  semi-desert  Karoo,  and 
the  heath-like  fynbos.  Contact  Tropical  Birding,  www.tropicalbirding.com, 
info@tropicalbirding.com,  (800)  348-5941. 

Oct  4-10  - River  of  Raptors  - ABA  Conference  in  Xalapa,  Veracruz,  Mexico 

A convergence  of  migration  flyways  forms  a narrow  bottleneck  in  central  Ver- 
acruz. The  result  is  the  world's  largest  concentration  of  migrating  raptors  and  we 
plan  to  be  there  to  see  it.  You  should  join  us!  Registration  and  more  information 
on  the  amazing  opportunity  to  view  fall  hawk  migration  and  great  resident  and 
endemic  birds  can  be  found  at  www.aba.org/mtgs/2009riverofraptors. 

River  of  Raptors  Conference  Pre-  and  Post-Trips 

• Oct  1-4  - Veracruz  Endemics.  This  tour  will  target  specific  endemics  that  are 
unlikely  to  be  found  on  conference  field  trips.  Beginning  in  Veracruz  City  and 
ending  in  Xalapa,  we’ll  search  forTuxtIa  Quail-Dove,  Long-tailed  Sabrewing, 
Sumichrast’s  Wren,  Bearded  Wood-Partridge,  and  others.  Contact  Wildside  Nature 
Tours,  www.wildsidetoursinc.com,  binns@wildsidetoursinc.com,  (888)  875-9453. 

• Oct  10-13  -Catemaco,  Mexico.  We  will  visit  lowland  rainforest  for  Red-lored 
Parrot  & White  Hawk,  cloud  forest  for  Emerald  Toucanet  & Eye-ringed  Flatbill,  sa- 
vannah for  Aplomado  Falcon  & Double-striped  Thick-Knee,  and  a boat  trip  on  a 
scenic  coastal  lagoon.  Tour  begins  in  Xalapa  and  ends  in  Veracruz  City.  Contact 
Wildside  Nature  Tours,  www.wildsidetoursinc.com,  binns@wildsidetoursinc.com, 
(888)  875-9453. 

• Oct  10-17  - Oaxaca  Valley,  Mexico.  View  pre-Columbian  Ruins  sheltered  by 
towering  mountains  searching  for  Gray-breasted  Woodpecker  and  Boucard's  Wren, 
as  well  as  Beautiful  Hummingbird  and  Ocellated  Thrasher.  We’ll  also  visit  the 
10,000'  high  Cerro  San  Felipe  for  Dwarf  Jay.  Tour  begins  in  Xalapa  and  ends  in 
Oaxaca  City.  Contact  Borderland  Tours,  www.borderland-tours.com,  rtay- 
lor@borderland-tours.com,  (800)  525-7753. 

Year-long  Birding  Opportunities 

Hawaii  2009  — If  a trip  to  Hawaii  is  in  your  plans,  birding  with  Hawaii  Forest  & 
Trail  guides  is  the  best  way  to  maximize  your  experience.  The  Hakalau  Forest  Na- 
tional Forest  Wildlife  Refuge  holds  many  endemics  while  the  Rainforest  & Dryfor- 
est  Birdwatching  Adventure  on  Mauna  Kea  offers  more.  Contact  Hawaii  Forest  & 
Trail,  www.hawaii-forest.com,  info@hawaii-forest.com,  (800)  464-1993. 

South  Africa  2009  ■—  Do  you  have  target  birds  you  want  in  Africa,  and  don’t 
want  to  take  a standard  tour  as  the  birds  you  need  are  scattered  hither  and  yon? 
Contact  Avian  Leisure  for  custom  tours  as  you  like  it  - you  pick  the  place  and  the 
pace.  Avian  Leisure  Birding  & Wildlife  Safaris,  www.avianleisure.com,  enquiries® 
avianleisure.com,  -i-27  21  786  1414. 

Please  contact  tour  company  directly  for  information  and  reservations,  and  identify  your- 
self as  an  ABA  member  Jour  companies  pay  ABA  a commission  for  each  ABA  participant. 


For  more  tours  go  to  www.aba.org/tours 


© Jason  Stuck 
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ABA  Convention  & ConWces 


27  April  - 3 May  2009 


Omni  Bayfront  Hotel 
on  the  Corpus  Christi  Bay 

• Three  days  of  field  trips  to  see  the  431  birds 
of  the  Coastal  Bend 

• Two  days  of  workshops  to  hone  ID  skills 

• Keynote  speaker:  Kenn  Kaufman 


Target  birds:  Least  Grebe,  White-tailed  Hawk,  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper, 
White-tipped  Dove,  Groove-billed  Ani,  Golden-fronted  Woodpecker, 
Great  Kiskadee,  Green  Jay,  Black-crested  Titmouse,  Olive  Sparrow, 
Botteri’s  Sparrow,  over  20  species  of  warblers. 

vuvuw.aba.opg/mtgs/2009coppus  op  call  (800)  850-2473  ext.  230 


© Radeaux 


14 -19  June  2009 

Holiday  Inn  Riverside 

• Three  and  V2  days  of  field  trips 

• Half-day  workshop  by  Jon  Dunn  on — you  guessed 
it — sparrows 


4 -10  October  2009 

Based  in  Xalapa,  north  of  Veracruz  at 
the  Fiesta  Inn  Xalapa 

• Four  and  1/2  days  of  field  trips 

• Half-day  workshop  by  Steve  Howell 


Target  birds;  Clarke’s  Grebe,  Sharp-tailed  Grouse,  Gray  Partridge,  Pip- 
ing Plover,  Black  Tern,  Willow  Flycatcher,  Sedge  Wren,  Sprague’s  Pipit, 
Grasshopper  Sparrow,  Baird’s  Sparrow,  LeConte’s  Sparrow,  Nelson’s 
Sharp-tailed  Sparrow,  Chestnut-collared  Longspun 


It  ' 
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www.aba.opg/mtgs/2009minot 
OP  call  (800)  850-2473  ext.  230 


Target  birds:  thousands  of  Broad-winged 
Mississippi  Kites,  Turkey  Vultures  plus 
Osprey,  Snail  Kite,  Common  Black-  . 
Hawk,  Harris’s  Hawk,  Roadside  Hawk,  - 
Gray  Hawk,  Short-tailed  Hawk,  White- 
tailed Hawk,  and  Zone-tailed  Hawk, 
Aplomado  Falcon,  Bat  Falcon.  Oh, 

9 species  of  doves,  parrots  and  para- 
keets, 16  species  of  hummingbirds, 
gons,  7 species  of  woodpecker,  over 
Tyrant  flycatchers,  almost  40  species  of 
vireos  and  warblers,  and  tanagerSi 
brush-finches,  saltators  and  orioles. 


nson’s  Hawks, 


vuww.aba.opg/mtgs/2009pivepofpaptops 
OP  call  (808)  858r2473  ext.  230 


4945  N,  30th  Street,  Suite  200  • Colorado  Springs,  CO  80919-3151  • (800')^df2^^  • . AmericanBirding' 


